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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Delta Helmer 
Pelgram. Delta is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and 
can be reached at membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com or 703-627-7847. 

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

November 22. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photos
611 is under steam, but in tow headed northbound at Lithia. 

At this point, the transit delay was not even imagined! Richard 
D. Shell Photo. The 611 would take a residency at the Strasburg 
Railroad for a month with fellow N&W steam power 475, a class M 
4-8-0, reuniting the two under steam for the first time since 1957.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
October 17. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level. 

Our November Annual meeting will be held Thursday, November 
21st. Please note: After the first of the year, we will begin meeting 
in a new location, details to follow. Please be sure to check the can-
cellation policy below.

Meeting Notice
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Chapter Cards and Flowers

If you know of a Chapter Member who is 
sick, lost a loved one, or has a new birth 

in the family, please contact me, Delta 
Helmer Pelgrim. I am now responsible 
for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com 
or 703-627-7847. 

I still need people to sign up for food after 
the meetings. The month of October is still 
open. If no one signs up everyone will just 
go hungry. Reimbursement is available if 
you are concerned about the cost. 

Condolences 
Long time member Ellen Arnold died on 

August 7. In years past Ellen had been very 
active in the Chapter, especially working 
with Grace Helmer on Chapter souvenirs on 
our excursions and in the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation gift shop, which the 
Chapter operated for many years. In recent 
years she and her husband, member Bill 
Arnold, have been active in the O. Winston 
Link Museum. Ellen was the go-to expert 
when it came to choosing photos by the late 
O. Winston Link for exhibitions. Ellen and 
Bill together have put in about 9,000 volun-
teer hours for the O. Winston Link Museum. 
She had worked with Link when he came 
to Roanoke, and they became friends. The 
Roanoke Times August 12 issue had a very 
nice article on Ellen. Donations in her mem-
ory can be made to the O. Winston Link 
Museum gift shop. On September 12 the O. 
Winston Link Museum opened a new pho-
tographic exhibition, "Link into Landscape," 
dedicated to the memory of Ellen, showing 
scenic vistas taken by Link.

Stephen Salmon, son of member Skip and 
Judi Salmon, passed away on September 
30. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 
family. Donations in Stephen's memory may 

be made to the American Cancer Society, 
2840 Electric Road, Suite 106A, Roanoke, VA 
24018.

Member Angie Mooneyham's father, 
Hugh Prichard, of Bedford, passed away on 
September 20. Our condolences go out to 
the family.

Sick List
Member Norris Deyerle had a serious 

operation at the University of Virginia 
Medical Center in August and is now recov-
ering at home. Please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers as he continues to 
improve.

From the Editor

A big Thank You to our contributors, from 
the Turntable Times staff. We wouldn’t 

have a Turntable Times without you.
After being Turntable Times editor since 

late 2010 (my, how time flies) it is time for 
me to step down. The Fourth Quarter issue 
this year, the next one, will be my last time 
as editor. If you would be willing to step up 
as editor, or would like some more infor-
mation about what might be involved in 
the job, please contact me or Publisher Ken 
Miller. Ken is the unsung hero in our publi-
cation and provides lots of support, and in 
fact does the hard part in putting the news-
letter out. My emphasis in Turntable Times 
has been on local news, but any new editor 
will be able to make changes. And thanks 
again to the readers and especially to the 
contributors over the years. One of our most 
dedicated contributors is Robin Shavers who 
always provides interesting content.

Yours in Railroading, Jim

From the Publisher
To all, I sincerely apologize for the late-

ness of this issue, we started out with a late 
train, and as usual, it got later! Jim was trav-
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eling, then I was tied up with work issues 
and traveling to Strasburg for N&WHS for 
the 611 and 475. No, it was not a pleasure 
trip, I barely did more than see either 475 or 
611 at a distance during the entire 4 days! 
So, I'll take the blame. I want to person-
ally thank both Jim and Dorr for putting 
together such a great newsletter. I really 
hate to see Jim hang up his hat, but I fully 
understand, and quite frankly I am intend-
ing to hang up my hat at the end of next 
year as well. The only person who has been 
involved with Turntable Times longer is Mr. 
Dorr Tucker, Dorr was the first editor, and 
has been involved for 51 years, I'm a real 
piker only coming up on 40 years, but we 
need some new blood to do some of these 
important jobs in the Chapter.

Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 21, 2019. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

The members who's terms expire are:
Chuck Akers

Gary Gray
Carl Jensen

Delta Helmer Pelgrim
George Stein

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are five 
(5) positions to be voted on. Please consider 
putting your name in nomination. Please 
consider helping out. You may contact a 

member of the nominating committee - 
headed by Andy McArther assisted by Gary 
Gray and another person not named at pub-
lication

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one “ballot” envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
four (4) directors. If more than four (4) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the “ballot” envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or “ballot” envelope.

4 - Place “ballot” envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Roanoke Chapter Annual Dinner 
December 19, 2019

Our traditional December end of year 
annual Dinner will again be held at the 

Plantation on Sunnybrook, Plantation Road, 
Roanoke (Hollins).

Dinner will be buffet style, and consist 
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of Two Entree’s; Two Side Dishes; Garden 
Salad with choice of dressings; Warm Rolls; 
Beverages, including Coffee and Iced Tea; 
and Assorted Holiday Pies. The schedule is 
from 6-9 PM.

The restaurant will be decorated for the 
Holiday Season. As with our 2018 50th 
celebration the price is all inclusive includ-
ing taxes and gratuities. The room will be 
set with tables including linen cloths and 
napkins, silverware, china and glassware. 
Plantation does a very nice complete service 
for us.

Our Program will be provided by member 
Gary Ballard, with an AV presentation on 
past Chapter activities.

Price will be $38.00 per person.
Reservations are required, due not later 

than Monday December 16.
Check or credit card made out to Roanoke 

Chapter NRHS must accompany reserva-
tions.

Mail to Roanoke Chapter, NRHS, P.O. Box 
13222, Roanoke, VA 24032.

Invitation to attend Blue Ridge 
Chapter Banquet

Rick Johnson, President BRC

We would like to invite Roanoke Chapter 
members to attend our BRC Christmas 

Banquet which will be held at the Altavista 
Train Station, located at 414 Washington 
St. in Altavista, Va., Saturday, December 
14th. Social hour begins at 6:00 pm with 
hors d'oeuvres and non-alcoholic beverages 
served. Dinner begins at 7:00 pm with a pro-
gram following. Cost is $20.00 per person. 
Payment would be due by December 7th. 
Please make checks payable to Blue Ridge 
Chapter, NRHS. They may be mailed to BRC, 
P.O. Box 11173, Lynchburg, Va. 24506-1731. 

The Timetable
October 25, 26 & 27 - Autumn Colors 

Express, Huntington and Charleston to 
Hinton, WV, excursions. https://www.
autumncolorexpresswv.com A new opera-
tion for the New River Train.

October – November - December– Old 
Dominion Chapter excursions from Dillwyn 
on the Buckingham Branch Railroad. http://
www.odcnrhs.org/excursions 

November 8 – Roanoke Steam Day. www.
vmt.org 

December 19 – Chapter holiday dinner,In 
lieu of our normal meeting. 

June 9 – 13, 2020 – NRHS 2020 National 
Convention, Fullerton, California. www.nrhs.
com 

Chapter Train Operations at 
VMT

Please consider helping out on the 
Chapter–operated train excursions at the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation. No 
experience is necessary! Contact Gary Gray 
for more information. The following 2019 
operating dates may be supplemented by 
others.

October 26, Candy Corn Express
December 7-8, Candy Cane Express

Emergency Notification Phone 
Numbers

You may use these phone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions 

affecting railroad operations, including tres-
passers, vandalism, fires, defective equip-
ment, etc. If at a railroad/highway grade 
crossing try to provide the unique crossing 
number/DOT number posted nearby, usually 
on a small blue sign.

Norfolk Southern. . . . . . . .  800-453-2530
CSX  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800-232-0144
Amtrak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800-331-0008

2019 Chapter Directors -
Chuck Akers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President
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Lewis Foster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Gary Gray . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President
Delta Helmer Pelgrim . . . . . . . .Treasurer 
Carl Jensen . . . . .National Representative
Ken Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Rick Rader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Richard Shell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
George Stein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Our Chapter Board meets at least once a 

month, usually the first Tuesday; contact a 
board member to find the date and location. 
Board meetings are open for attendees. 

Virginian Station Open House
The display room (museum) at the 

Virginian Station will continue to be open 
through the fall each Saturday from11:30 
am until 4 pm. Bring your friends and out 
of town family down to see a little bit of 
Roanoke history as it evolved from 1910 to 
the present day. Thank you, Dorr Tucker, for 
taking the initiative to do this.

Membership Report
As of September 1, we had 164 members. 

Welcome to our new member Jed Thomas. 
Watch your mailbox in October for the 2020 
membership renewal information. 

All members should have received 
acknowledgement from National, a 2019 
roster, and an addendum. If you have not 
received any of those please let me know. 

As always, if you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me – Delta 
= membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com. 

Treasurers Report
By Delta Helmer Pelgrim

Please continue to sign up/use your Kroger 
and Amazon.com community support. 

We have received over $500 in money from 
these organizations this year. Also if you 
work for a company that does matching 
donations please consider making a dona-

tion that can be matched. 
We are also looking for additional ways to 

conserve our funds – from a cheaper meet-
ing place to a much cheaper accounting firm. 
All suggestions are welcome! 

A great big continued thank you to my 
faithful auditors, Paul and George.

I am always available to provide informa-
tion and our financial statements. Feel free 
to send me e-mails at treasurer.rcnrhs@
gmail.com.

RailCamp – 2020
RailCamp gives high school-aged students 

the opportunity to experience railroading 
personally. Two camps, East and Northwest, 
are held each summer over a one-week 
period. Now is the time to begin thinking 
about attending next year. Applications 
usually begin January 1st. Scholarships are 
available. For more information, be sure to 
contact Carl Jensen if you know of a young 
person that might be interested, and check 
out http://nrhs.com/programs/railcamp/ 

Deed of Gift From the Moser 
Family

By Jeff Sanders

On August 1 the Moser family donated a 
number of items related to the Virginian 

Railway.
 Mr. Wilson Wood Moser hired on the 

Virginian as a Yard Brakeman on January 2, 
1941. On July 4, 1945 he was promoted to 
Yard Conductor. Later, on June 6, 1954 he 
was promoted Yardmaster. This position he 
maintained through the N&W/VGN merger.

 Mr. Moser’s family is proud of his ser-
vice and we are happy to recognize that 
by remembering him through the artifacts 
being donated in his memory. The donation 
is being made by Mr. Moser’s daughter-in-
law, Mrs. Enneke Moser and by his daughter, 
Mrs. Joanne Moser Strumd.
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 Included in the gift are both Norfolk 
Division and New River employee time-
tables, a cast iron Trust Plate, a trip pass 
issued to Mr. Moser in 1944 and a half-
dozen photos of former Virginian electric 
locomotives taken after the merger with 
the N&W. Plus a number of other items too 
numerous to mention here.

 We are very grateful for the family’s 
thoughtfulness and appreciate their wish 
to help our museum grow with significant 
pieces of Virginian Railway artifacts.

Also, we want to thank John Lovern of 
Vinton for his donation of a dozen excel-
lent black & white negatives made before 
WW-2 by his uncle, a crane operator for the 
Virginian. Among the outstanding pictures 
there is a photo of USC MALLET No. 733 
about to take water at a tank at an undis-
closed location East of Roanoke.

Roanoke Rail Cam

Member Chuck Ayling noticed that the 
Rail Cam was not working and con-

tacted the Hotel Roanoke. Thanks to Chuck 
the camera is “back on the rails” again! 
Please go to https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=W5hLkw2QqMQ to see the view 
of the NS in downtown Roanoke, a west-
ward facing view that includes the Amtrak 
platform. This rail cam is in addition to 
the VMT/N&WHS camera located near VMT 
which faces east, http://www.nwhs.org/cam/
vmt/ 

Amtrak Reservations – Updated 
Information

Train departure on weekdays (to Boston) 
is 6:20 AM and 8:40 AM on weekends 

and holidays (to New York City). Return 
times to Roanoke are around 10 PM or 
often later. More information is avail-
able at www.Amtrak.com or by calling 
1-800-USARAIL or visiting the Amtrak agent 

in Lynchburg. If you are traveling within 
Virginia, including Washington, DC, get a 
15% discount off the regular adult coach 
fare by visiting https://www.amtrak.com/
virginia15 to make your reservation and use 
promo code V552. This code is especially 
useful when Saver Fares (20% off, booked 
at least two weeks in advance and only on 
some trains) are not available. Students 
ages 13 to 25 with valid student ID can save 
25% on select routes in Virginia. 

Seniors age 65 or over get 10% off every 
day system wide on Amtrak, on coach fares. 
Also military and veterans are eligible for 
10% off. And children ages 2-12 can travel 
at 50% off the regular adult fare (infants 
under 2 travel free). As always, discounts 
cannot be combined.

Amtrak to Bedford – Another 
Update

In the Second Quarter Turntable Times 
we had an article on the proposal to add 

a Bedford stop to the Amtrak Roanoke 
Northeast Regional train. We reported that 
a Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation staffer doubted there 
would be a large ridership gain by adding a 
Bedford stop. But plans to make Bedford a 
scheduled stop for Amtrak passenger trains 
between Lynchburg and Roanoke remain 
on track following a state board’s decision 
to pay for a study on a Bedford stop. On 
June 19 the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board approved $300,000 to conduct a plan-
ning study on adding a train platform in 
Bedford.

In 2016, the General Assembly directed 
the Virginia DRPT to conduct a feasibil-
ity study on a Bedford passenger rail stop. 
The department determined it needed 
two years of ridership data before expand-
ing the route, including adding a stop in 
Bedford. Department Director Jennifer 



Mitchell said the upcoming study will ana-
lyze the ridership data for the proposed stop 
and the costs associated with the project.

“We should have the ridership data soon,” 
she said. “The study will look at that data as 
well as looking at construction costs, park-
ing needs and any rail infrastructure so we 
can get a better estimate on what the actual 
costs would be.

“We also will be gathering input from the 
public about a stop in Bedford. We are really 
looking forward to working with the com-
munity during the study.”

The Commonwealth Transportation Board 
also approved $325,000 to pay for a con-
nector bus service between Bedford and 
Lynchburg’s Amtrak station. Mitchell said 
the service will be available to Amtrak cus-
tomers traveling to or from Bedford.

“This is a good way for us to look at 
potential ridership for that stop,” Mitchell 
said. “It also helps build up ridership at a 
location.” 

The transportation board’s decision to 
fund the planning study and bus service 
comes two months after state Chief of 
Rail Transportation Michael McLaughlin 
recommended against a platform in 
Bedford during the April 9 meeting of the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board’s 
Rail and Transit Subcommittee. During that 
meeting, McLaughlin said a platform in 
Bedford is expected to generate a net gain of 
only 2,800 additional riders annually.

The (Lynchburg) News & Advance via The 
Roanoke Times, June 24, 2019) 

Steam Update – Cass and WM 
1309

At Cass, West Virginia, Climax No. 9, a 
geared steam locomotive, has been restored 
and steamed for the first time in over 50 
years on September 5. And the restora-
tion of the former C&O railroad along the 

Greenbrier River between Cass and Durbin 
is almost complete – except for a washed-
out bridge, from the 1985 flood, that will be 
replaced hopefully later this year. 

The restoration of the Western Maryland 
Scenic Railroad, former C&O, No. 1309 has 
come to a halt as money has run out. It is 
unclear when the 2-6-6-2 steam locomotive 
will be operational. www.wmsr.com 

New River Train Observatory
We have a new train watching location in 

the area. On September 10 the New River 
Train Observatory train viewing platform 
opened in Radford overlooking the Norfolk 
Southern tracks and bridge over the New 
River. The location is in the Mary Draper 
Ingles Cultural Heritage Park on the Grounds 
of Glencoe Mansion Museum and Gallery, at 
600 Unruh Drive.

611 From Strasburg to Spencer
After excursions on the Strasburg 

Rail Road in Strasburg, Pennsylvania, 
in September and October, the 611 will 
travel to the North Carolina Transportation 
Museum in Spencer for a visit in early 
November.  For information and tickets 
see:  https://www.nctrans.org/Events/611.
aspx

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

The year 2019 brings to mind two anni-
versaries within the railroad world. 

1979 marked the year when the Southern 
Crescent was surrendered to Amtrak 40 
years ago. The Southern Railway was one of 
three railroads that abstained from joining 
Amtrak. The other two were the Rock island 
and the Denver & Rio Grande Western. 60 
years ago, back in 1959, Norfolk & Western 
Class A No. 1218 was saved for a stationary 
source of steam at a Union Carbide plant 
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located in Charleston, WV. The other A’s met 
their untimely fate with a scrapper’s torch.

Back in early May, I and a few others 
attended the Alleghany Highlands Railroad 
Festival in Clifton Forge. The crowd was not 
as large as in past events. A major let down 
for a lot of the railfan attendees was the 
fully restored Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
SD40 not being placed in an accessible loca-
tion for photos and close personal inspec-
tion. The word I heard from several reliable 
sources was that CSX couldn’t find time to 
place it. Speaking of CSX their traffic during 
the festival was very low. The weather was 
fine. A highlight for me on my drive back to 
Richmond was photographing CPL signals 
still doing their job on the former N&W line 
over in Buena Vista located pretty much in 
the heart of the little town.

I’m glad the Roanoke Chapter will be 
giving FUN NIGHTS at the newly restored 
Virginia Railway depot. Our sister chapter 
over in Lynchburg has been having these 
every other month for well over 10 years. 
For me it’s a real treat to view railroad 
related slides, videos, DVDs and on rare 
occasions reel-to-reel films featuring vintage 
subject matter.

It has been many years since I filed a 
report on the Blue Ridge Live Steamers. The 
group is alive and well even though the 
membership has slimmed down over the 
past decade. The group has endured a num-
ber of set backs but sheer determination to 
keep the property intact so the trains would 
keep running prevailed. A flash flood several 
years ago followed with the theft of new 
rails that had just been purchased and deliv-
ered to the site for rebuilding the washed 
out trackage. A new headquarters build-
ing is on the property as well as two other 
buildings necessary for the organization’s 
functions. Like the real railroads, roadway 
improvements are on going for smoother 

riding and fewer derailments. Major run 
session occur about 5 to 6 times per year. 
The group is seriously studying bidirectional 
operations complete with lineside signals.

An observation. It has been many years 
since I have seen a Conrail coal hopper or 
gondola in revenue service on CSX. The 
opposite is true for Norfolk Southern. Most 
of these cars are in good shape and some-
how a lot of them are graffiti free.

In the past I have noted that I enjoy eaves 
dropping on folks at model railroad as well 
as prototype railroad events as well as muse-
ums and excursions. During a recent visit 
at The Virginia Museum of Transportation 
I overheard a teenager exclaim to friends 
that he would love to see the computer that 
designed the class J No. 611. I took the lib-
erty of explaining to them that 611, as well 
as No. 1218 and No. 2156, were the results 
of a team of very smart engineers, not the 
ones who operate locomotives. Each of the 
three were specifically designed to perform 
in specific train service with regard and 
respect to terrain. The Norfolk & Western 
Railway pretty much adhered to the time 
honored philosophy if you want something 
done right, DO IT YOURSELF. What really 
inspired me most about the teenage trio 
was their strict attention to what I said to 
them. Their modern gadgets were placed on 
hold or silenced so there was no interrup-
tion except from a passing westbound time 
freight. And yes I did include information on 
the locomotive self-lubrication feature as it 
worked moving the train on its journey. And 
you know folks, even as a grown man I still 
marvel at the machines that were designed 
and built with the primitive by today’s stan-
dards with nothing more than slide rules 
and VERY BASIC KNOWLEDGE AND RAW 
COMMON SENSE.

On that same weekend as I was visiting 
VMT, on a whim, I decided to visit the N&W-
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VGN Railways Historical Society archives. 
I hadn’t been there in probably 7 years or 
more. The highlight was spending some 
time with Ken Miller, a long time Roanoke 
Chapter NRHS member and personal associ-
ate of mine. Usually when we see each other 
we are chasing a steam excursion so con-
versation is limited. We discussed today’s 
railroad scene and how much we missed 
the “good ole days” by our standards. We 
don’t enjoy spending time trackside like 
we used to. I always bring reading material 
from that by-gone era. On days of extreme 
temperatures, my photo albums really come 
in handy. There was a lot I appreciated from 
that now-gone era but there was also a lot 
that I did not because I applied the same 
philosophy to certain aspects of railroad-
ing as I do to rivers and the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, they will always be here. Not 
always so.

611 to Strasburg – A Journey
By Richard D. Shell

Norfolk and Western Class J No. 611 left 
Roanoke on Monday, August 19, 2019, 

heading for a five-week stint at the Strasburg 
Rail Road in Strasburg, PA.

Over the prior weekend the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation held a Fire Up 
611 event in preparation for the trip. This 
ferry move would be a hot move, mean-
ing the Class J would be under steam and 
operating but not working hard. A Norfolk 
Southern diesel would be on the point doing 
the heavy lifting. While this limited photo 
opportunities it would allow the locomotive 
to make the trip without having to be coaled 
enroute. The consist included NS 9214, N&W 
Class J No. 611, the auxiliary tender, a tool 
car, and three gondolas of coal.

The word on the street was a 3:00 am 
crew call, expecting to depart Roanoke 
around 5 am. As of 4 am the gates to the 
museum were still closed. I found out later 
that crew call was actually 5:00 am. The 
train number 955 finally departed Roanoke 
around 8:15 am, passing the VMT Rail Cam 
at 8:36 am and heading north on the line to 
Hagerstown, Maryland. They passed a Loram 
Rail Grinder train working at North Roanoke.

I went to Lithia for my first shot and 
met up with part of the 
611 crew. They didn't 
get a chance to ride as 
the ferry move didn't 
have any seats available. 
Norfolk Southern police 
were active and I appre-
ciate the work they do. 
Virginia State Police were 
also helping later with 
security at Vesuvius. We 
made sure we were on 
the public right of ways. 
As expected, just before 
the train arrived, a num-
ber of vehicles descended 
on our location. The J 
really looked great in that 
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morning sunlight.
My next stop was Solitude for a few shots 

before heading home. I had no idea how 
the day would play out. Before daylight I 
had watched NS train 16T head north at 
Cloverdale with DPU power. The train was 
a monster and over 11,600 feet long, and 
nearly 200 cars. Just north of Buena Vista 
they broke a knuckle. Once they got that 
repaired they had DPU connectivity issues, 
EOT issues, and one DPU locomotive quit 
loading. The southbound stack train 201 
was held up north of Buena Vista. Norfolk 
Southern took a locomotive off of 201 to 
replace the ailing DPU unit on 16T.

This delayed everything for hours. The 
ferry move train crews hogged at Buena 
Vista at 5:00 pm and relief crews were called 
for 6:15 pm. 

After Norfolk Southern had cleared up 
the issues with 16T, they waited for 201 to 
pass, and around 7:30 pm they departed 
Buena Vista headed to Shenandoah for the 
night. Train 201 continued to Roanoke with 
a single unit.

On Tuesday the 20th they left Shenandoah 
around 9:30 am heading for Hagerstown, 

closely following train 202. At 11:42 they 
were holding at Riverton Junction until 
train 227 finished their work at the Virginia 
Inland Port. They were also holding for train 
221 to pass. After meeting several additional 
trains they arrived at Shenandoah Junction 
at 3:15 pm. Upon their arrival in Hagerstown 
they watered the locomotive. It arrived at 
Enola Yard near Harrisburg around 11:30 
pm. The locomotive was to be watered and 
serviced before departure in the morning.

On the final leg of the trip, Wednesday 
August 21st, the Class J was lead to Paradise, 
PA, and the Strasburg Rail Road with two 
GP38-2's, 5654 and 5657. The GE Dash 
9-44CW 9214 wasn't equipped with cab sig-
nals and PTC which was required on the 
last leg of the trip. The train arrived at her 
destination that afternoon and will be in 
Strasburg into October for 611’s excursion 
trips.

Mechanical Committee Report – 
Summer 2019

Lewis Foster

It has been a busy spring at the 9th Street 
Yard this year. 



The restoration project on the 
Chapter’s Norfolk & Western 
P-3 Class Coach No. 537 is now 
complete. Since the last report, 
we have finished up quite a few 
final details on the car. The larg-
est was resolving a paint issue 
on the south side of the car with 
the painter and applying the let-
tering. We also finished quite a 
few details on the interior, like 
fitting out the wreck tool box, 
hanging a new fire extinguisher, a final coat 
of sealer on the floor, etc. The car is cur-
rently out for interchange and was swapped 
with the Chapter’s N&W coach 512 at the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation. We 
invite you to come by and see the restored 
car at VMT during our Candy Corn Express 
and Candy Cane Express events this fall.

Our next restoration project will be the 
512. Our initial focus on that project will 
be window repairs including new frame to 
glass and frame to body gaskets and body-
work around the window openings. We will 
also make sheet metal repairs along the 
bottom of both side sheets, similar to the 
work done on 537. This project will have the 
same scope as the work done on the 537, 
though every restoration project is different 
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All: Lewis Foster photos
Left: The Mule in primer, with all metal side 

panels removed for replacement. Below: Rick 
Rader is priming the mule in anticipation of instal-
lation of new metal work.



once you start digging in.
We have also continued col-

lecting materials for the expan-
sion project at the yard. Dave 
Foster successfully arranged 
the purchase of an out of ser-
vice 100 lb. No. 8 switch from 

the City of Buena Vista. The Mechanical 
Committee, along with William Staples of 
Woodlawn Construction and Sprinkel’s 
Towing disassembled and moved the 
switch components to the 9th street yard 
in a miserably hot August day. We’ve 
completed an inventory of our available 
switch and track components and we now 
have everything we need to get the switch 
installed in our lead and begin laying the 
new yard track. There will be more on this 
project in the fall Turntable Times. 

The contract restoration of the Panama 
Canal mule at VMT is progressing as well. 
The sheet metal panels have been removed 
and the frame and cabs of the mule have 
been media blasted and primed. We are cur-
rently in the process of making metal repairs 
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All: Lewis Foster photos
Lower Left: Hard to believe, but there is an 

intact swtich under that growth. Other views 
show the efforts to disassemble and load the 
switch. Bottom right shows the finished collec-
tion of parts at 9th Street.



to the bottoms of the cab side sheets and 
the sheet metal body panels. Fred Boettner 
has completed new window frames and 
windowsills for both cabs, which will be 
installed soon. We expect to finish this proj-
ect up this fall. 

If you’re interested in volunteering at the 
yard on the weekends, or even if you’d just 
like to drop by and see what we’re working 
on, feel free to contact Gary Gray or Lewis 
Foster. Photos of our projects are also avail-
able on the Chapter Facebook page at:

https://www.facebook.com/roanokenrhs

Chessie 29 to Clifton Forge
By Dorr Tucker

A real plus for our Rail Heritage Region is 
the acquisition by The CHESAPEAKE & 

OHIO Historical Society of the office car that 
President Dwight Eisenhower used back in 
March 1956 to attend a “North American 
Summit” meeting at The Greenbrier in 
White Sulphur Springs, WV. While on 
that car, traveling back to Washington 
on a POTUS passenger extra, President 
Eisenhower and C&O president Walter J. 
Tuohy discussed plans to construct a “bun-
ker” at the Greenbrier to serve as a shelter 
for The US Congress to meet in the event of 
a nuclear war. 

 Delivered to The C&O in June of 1950, 
the future office car was part of a mas-
sive 284 passenger-car order from Pullman 
Standard. Among the rolling stock  in the 
big order were eight 5-Double Bedroom /
Buffet/Lounge/Observation Cars, although 
only four, 2503-ALLEGHANY CLUB, 
2506-BLUEGRASS CLUB, 2500-BlUE RIDGE 
CLUB and 2504-NEW RIVER CLUB, were 
delivered to the C&O. The first three were 
placed in service upon delivery. (Although 
the cars saw regular service between 
Phoebus and Cincinnati on the George 
Washington in the early ‘50s, by the end of 

the decade their assignment was somewhat 
sporadic.) 

In 1962 the 2500, 2503 and 2506 were 
rebuilt in C&O’s Huntington, WV, shops as 
diner dormitory cars, replacing heavyweight 
diners on The Sportsman and FFV. After 
May 1968 the cars served on the George 
Washington until the advent of AMTRAK 
May 1971.

Four of the bedroom lounge observation 
cars, named Dana, Metcalf, Nappanee and 
Wawasee, were delivered directly to the 
B&O where they saw continuous service 
for many years on The Capitol Limited and 
Ambassador trains. 

And, not to be over looked, at least one 
of the cars, the appropriately named BLUE 
RIDGE CLUB, made it into Roanoke in 
more or less regular service on AMTRAK’s 
Mountaineer sometime after the inau-
gural run on March 24th, 1975. Who can 
remember if the ALLEGHANY CLUB or THE 
BLUEGRASS CLUB made it into the Star City?

The New River Club saw little, if any, 
passenger service as it was rebuilt in 1951 
as office car Chessie 29 and assigned to 
President Walter J. Tuohy. By the early 1970s 
the car was sold to private commercial own-
ers in the Pittsburgh area where it served 
as a site for social functions. By 2017 it was 
purchased by a Mr. Al Barbour who became 
a C&O HS member and subsequently donat-
ed the car. The car was transported by truck 
(down I-79 to Charleston and over I-64 to 
Clifton Forge) arriving on June 26th.

The car, with an appropriate Pullman 
Standard stainless steel appearance, will 
be an attractive addition for C& O Heritage 
Center once some ill-suited window line 
striping is removed.

Having carried a US President along with 
planning one of the great secrets of the cold 
war era should bring many additional visi-
tors to Clifton Forge. 
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Passing in the Night
By F. Samuel Bauer

Just before midnight on May 2, 2017, 
in the shadow of Christiansburg’s 1868 

Cambria Depot the highball lamp on the 
southbound signal tower turned green. The 
small cluster of railfans, many with cameras 
on tripods, made ready for what was prob-
ably the last chance to see history thunder 
down the NS tracks toward Bluefield. The 
Blue Unit of the Ringling Brothers, Barnum, 
and Bailey Circus was about to pass on its 
way from Baltimore to Charleston for the 
next-to-last show before disbanding forever. 

Just minutes before a couple of gents 
pulled into the parking lot, evaluated the 
available light, not much really, but Meghan 
and Carol who own the Depot had turned on 
what lights they could, so they set up their 
camera anyway. They had photographed the 
train in Roanoke and Shawsville, and they 
said they planned chasing it to Narrows and 
Glen Lyn before the night was over.

The night was cool and clear after an ear-
lier storm front passed, and we knew that 
we would not hear the plaint of 
the diesel horn, since that was pro-
hibited by the town fathers. Then 
somebody down the track shouted, 
“there she is,” as the headlight 
popped out of the curve to the east 
and the gates at Cambria Street 
began to close as the consist began 
its decent toward the New River 
after cresting the Christiansburg 
Grade.

It took about two minutes to 
pass - first a long string of dormi-
tory cars, many with the RBBB logo, 
then the flat cars with vehicles and 
containers. Gone were the animal 
cars with the famed elephants, but it 
was easy to visualize the cars filled 
with sleeping clowns, acrobats, gaf-

fers and roustabouts on their way to the end 
of a way of life. Then the last car passed, as 
the three head-end CSX diesels carried the 
train around the bend on its way westward. 
As the squeal of the flanges died away we 
all paused in the spreading silence, for what 
had just passed was not just a train but an 
American tradition that was soon to disap-
pear forever: just passing in the night.

Kitchi Gammi Club Trip
By Richard D. Shell

"Take a private car trip aboard the Kitchi 
Gammi Club. It will be fun they said."

Saturday, June 22nd, I get a text at 4:26 
am that says, "Your UBER is here." My "Uber" 
is Ken Miller, Beth Miller, Doug and Jane 
André. Doug and Jane ferried the van back 
to Roanoke after dropping us off at the 
Kemper Street Station in Lynchburg. We are 
here to catch the Amtrak Crescent north-
bound which arrived at 7:18 am. On the rear 
are Chuck Jensen's sleeper the Pacific Home, 
and the Kitchi Gammi Club, which is owned 
by Chuck Jensen, and Chuck Akers company, 
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Richard D. Shell photos
Coming through the tunnels north of Washington, D. C.
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Virginia Rail Investment.
Several passengers got off at Lynchburg, includ-

ing Lisa Stoneman, Dave and Joyce Foster. They 
had ridden the first legs of the trip from New 
York to New Orleans earlier in the week. Chuck 
Akers, Chuck Jensen, Andy McArthur, and George 
Stein stayed aboard and helped us with our lug-
gage. Ken and Beth Miller, Mike Preston, Fred 
Boettner and myself boarded at this time. William 
Staples rode from New York-New Orleans, and 
back to Manassas.

Shortly after our departure from Lynchburg we 
decided to take advantage of the diner on the 
Crescent and made our way forward through the 
baggage car. After a short wait we were seated 
and had our orders placed. All of our meals came 
promptly and were delicious.

After breakfast we settled in the observa-

All: Richard D. Shell photos
Above, through the maze of trackage in and around 

Penn Station, New York, Bottom Left: looking in the rear 
view mirror. Right: At Sunnyside Yard.
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tion end of the Kitchi Gammi Club for 
great fellowship with both longtime and 
new friends. One minor problem on the 
first few days was the coffee grinder gave 
up the ghost while grinding some of the 
N&W blend, which is available through the 
Norfolk and Western Historical Society. A 
new grinder was acquired and Fred and 
Andy quickly had us back in service.

Passing through Washington, Baltimore, 
and then Penn Station was uneventful but 
we were running a little late. Nothing new 
here and the marketing slogan for the KGC 
is "More Travel Time for Your Travel Dollar!" 
Riding through some of the depressed 
areas you see from the train makes one 
truly appreciate what we have at home. 
Our diesel was removed in Washington 
and one of the newer electric locomotives 
known at Sprinters was added for our trip 

to New York. After unloading passengers 
in New York our train was shuttled over to 
Sunnyside Yard, and a trip through the car 
washer. Now the car wash, while a great 
idea, really didn't do anything but soap up 
the windows. The water spray was anemic, 
the brushes didn't touch the train, and the 
rinse stream was minimal. The next morn-
ing George went to work cleaning the win-
dows and did an extraordinary job. 

We were parked on track 13 for the night. 
The next day we were moved to track 32 
and then track 3 where we were assembled 
on the head end of the Pennsylvanian for 
our trip to Pittsburgh on June 24. What did 
we do with that day in New York on the 
23rd? We went to the grocery store for food 
and supplies. We spent most of the day talk-
ing and reminiscing about prior trips with 
our excursion trains.
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We left Sunnyside Yard and headed back 
to Penn Station with our train on the 24th. 
We met Jim and Kathy Overholser on the 
platform and they boarded while the regu-
lar passengers made their way aboard the 
Amtrak coaches. We ran with the private 
cars on the front of the train until we got 
to Philadelphia where we changed direc-
tions and headed out with another diesel for 

Pittsburgh. 
We picked up Carl Jensen, and more 

groceries, when we made our station 
stop at Altoona. Next up we were able to 
see Horseshoe Curve after nearly being 
blocked by two other freight trains.

Our arrival at Pittsburgh was about 45 
minutes late. After unloading it's souls 

our train made a reverse move to the wye 
and turned around, backing into one of the 
stub end station tracks. Before we had a 
chance to even get uncoupled a trash train 
with the Illinois Terminal Heritage unit on 
the head end passed through the station. 
Amtrak's Capitol Limited arrived shortly 
after at 10:10 pm.

All: Richard D. Shell photos
Top and Below: Two view in Pittsburgh sta-

tion. Below: The NS units lead the eastbound 
Pennsylvanian through Horseshoe Curve. 
Following page Pennsy GG1 on display in 
Harrisburg.
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The next morning, June 23rd, Chuck Akers 
searched for a rental car. He finally struck 
gold and found a van. While Chuck went to 
pick up the van, many of us walked down 
the station platform and into the strip dis-
trict of Pittsburg to Pamela's for breakfast. 
We all agreed it was fantastic but remember 
if you go there it's cash only.

The Pittsburgh station is just a shadow 
of what it once was. Carl Jensen and Chuck 
Jensen did a quick study of the Official 
Guide and discovered at one time as many 
as 100 passenger trains came through here 
every day. Today there are only six passen-
ger trains a day.

After lunch we piled into the van and did 
some sight seeing and rode the incline rail-
way before returning to the station. Later 
that evening Chuck Akers shuttled us over 
to Joe's Crab Shack for another excellent 
meal right on the river and the CSX main-
line where we were treated to a couple of 
trains. Chuck Jensen and I elected to walk 
back to the cars as it was a nice evening.

I noticed there was a crew working on 
the left ditch light on Amtrak locomotive 
90 after the Pennsylvanian had backed into 
the station and coupled onto our cars. Since 
they had the electrical meter out I figured 
this was more than a burned out bulb. This 
would come into play the next morning.

As we are pulling out of the station Chuck 
Jensen mentioned to me, "Did you see 
what's on the head end?" Turns out we had 
two Norfolk Southern SD40E's, units 6317 
and 6322, in addition to the Amtrak die-
sel. This would almost immediately put us 
behind schedule as the SD40E's are geared 
for freight service.

Somewhere east of Altoona we stopped 
for a red board. We could see a westbound 
also waiting in the distance. MOW had to 
be called in to do some quick maintenance 
on a turnout that was causing an issue and 
then we were back under way. We passed at 
least six waiting westbound trains once we 
got under way. After crossing the stunning 
Rockville bridge we arrived in Harrisburg 
and our two NS diesels headed back west. At 
this point Amtrak added one of the Sprinter 
electric locomotives to the head end for the 
trip to Philadelphia.

At Philly we changed directions again, add-
ing a Sprinter ahead of the KGC and we were 
once again at the front of the train for our 
trip back to NYC. When we arrived we de-
boarded and headed to the New Yorker Hotel 
about a block away. Several of us elected to 
head into the city to eat and do a little sight 
seeing.

After a good nights sleep we gathered for 
breakfast before heading across the street to 
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uPCoMing MEEtings/EvEnts

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum. Board 

Meetings move around, please get 
in touch with a board member to 

attend.

October 17 - General Meeting
November 5 - Board Meeting
November 21 - Annual Meeting
December 3 - Board Meeting
December 19 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 16 - General Meeting
February 4 - Board Meeting
February 20 - General Meeting

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

Penn Station. We boarded Amtrak's Northeast 
Regional Train 171 bound for Roanoke and 
arrived about 20 minutes late.

Was it fun? You bet!


