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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

December 19 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 16 - General Meeting
February 4 - Board Meeting
February 20 - General Meeting
March 4 - Board Meeting
March 20 - General Meeting
April 1 - Board Meeting
April 17 - General Meeting
May 6 - Board Meeting
May 15 - General Meeting
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Officers and Directors - 2014

Please support or officers and directors for 
the upcoming year as elected by the board 

at their meeting of December 2, 2014. Our 
board meets at the VMT Conference Room on 
the first Tuesday of every month (see schedule 
at right). Visitors are welcome.

President - Jeff Sanders
Vice President - Gary Gray

Treasurer - Jim Cosby
Secretary -  Lewis Foster

National Representative - Carl Jensen
Director at large - Landon Gregory

Director at large - Ken Miller
Director at large - Eddie Mooneyham

Director at large - Skip Salmon
Happy Holidays
from the Turntable Times Staff
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

February 21, 2014. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Amtrak was in Roanoke on a frigid Christmas Eve 1975 as 

#54, the eastbound Mountaineer heads out for Norfolk from the 
Shenandoah Ave. station with a 1956 built ex-Union Pacific EMD 
E-9 on the point. Roanokers are awaiting for these colors to return 
to the Star City soon with service slated for DC and beyond and a 
new station proposed for Norfolk Avenue. Dorr Tucker Photo.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 16, 2014. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Don't miss our Annual Holiday Gathering on Thursday, 
December 19 at Clavary Baptist Church. See details elsewhere in 
this issue.

Meeting Notice
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was about this, John went to some effort to 
save the 342 for me until permission could 
be had from Norfolk to sell a caboose. He 
arranged to have it moved to Roanoke where 
it would be safer, as Princeton was a van-
dalism target. The 342 moved around town 
quite a bit over the next few months, but it 
was still on John’s radar. 

As requests for donations got approved, 
John would try and arrange for delivery. 
By then I was a every few week visitor to 
his office, and we’d talk about the cabs and 
such and he’d ask me what I’d send where, 
gladly offering my opinion, we arranged for 
some cabs to go places that they would be 
more appropriate, i.e. Nickle Plate cabs out 
to the NKP territory, Wabash cabs to Wabash 
territory, etc. Now not everyone got what 
they wanted or needed, but we tried to fig-
ure out the best places. 

Many of the groups requesting cabs 
really had very little idea of how big and 
heavy they are. John said that a lot of folks 
thought you could simply drop one on the 
back of a pickup truck and haul it off down 
the road. More than a few that had been 
donated simply never got where they were 
going because the new owner did not have a 
means to handle the cab and move it off the 
railroad. 

A lot of folks were appalled at the poor 
condition of the cabs as well, and thought 
they should look brand new inside and out. 
It must have been frustrating to John to 
deal with all these calls. Regardless he was 
always pleasant, had a quick quip or joke to 
tell. Finally, almost 9 months after starting 
the process, I stopped by for a visit and John 
said, “guess what, we finally got permission 
to sell a single caboose, do you still want 
it?” I immediately said yes, and went over to 
material management to write them a check 
for $3,750 for the 342. 

That was early April of 1989. The 342 

was delivered a week later. I spent the 
summer working to fix the exterior and in 
September, it was going to be part of the 
display equipment for the Roanoke Railway 
Festival. The cab was pulled from 9th Street 
and taken over and placed on the business 
car tracks. I went over that afternoon, late, 
to check it out, and standing next to the 
motive power building looking at the cab 
parked there was John Sledd. I walked up 
and spoke. He said “maybe someday you can 
get yours looking that good.” I said that was 
mine, and he sort of did a double take, then 
had to walk over and see it. Then he asked 
if he sold it to me with those nice wheelsets 
on it. I said yes. Immediately he said he 
needed those back! We laughed and he went 
on back inside to finish up his day.

I continued to have occasional dealings with 
John over the next few years, but with changes 
in my work and life, did not see him often, 
but we occasionally spoke on the phone. Then 
they transferred the mechanical department 
to Atlanta, and we lost touch, except through 
another contact within the company. When I 
sold the 342 to the town of Victoria in 2005, it 
was dedicated in June of 2006 and I went and 
spoke at the dedication, specifically mention-
ing John and his assistance. 

In early May, I saw in the Roanoke Times 
obituaries that a John David Sledd of Georgia 
had passed away on May 2. I knew with a pain 
in my gut it was indeed him, but wanted to 
confirm. Sadly, it was indeed my friend, who 
had barely two years to enjoy his early retire-
ment.

So, for all those places with former N&W, 
VGN, NKP etc. cabooses, perhaps your life 
was touched by this quiet, gentleman that 
you never really had the pleasure of know-
ing. He did care, and made efforts far beyond 
what was necessary to make things happen. 
Godspeed John, and I’ll miss you.
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Holiday Greetings
The staff of Turntable Times wishes you 

and your family a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays! 

Ken Miller, Publisher and Historian 
Jim Overholser, Editor 

Dorr Tucker, Contributing Editor

Holiday Gathering
Our annual Holiday Gathering will be 

Calvary Baptist Church, 6 PM, Thursday, 
December 19, our regular meeting night. Set 
up begins at 3 PM and help is always appre-
ciated. This is our big Chapter social event 
of the year. The Chapter provides meat, 
place settings and drinks. Please bring your 
favorite side dish or dessert. Our President 
will do a year in review and officers for 2014 
will be announced. Enter from the back 
parking lot of the church. As always, guests 
of members are welcome.

Fire Up 611! Challenge Grant
By Jeff Sanders, President

The original 611 challenge grant, 
announced in the 3rd Quarter Turntable 

Times, said that we would match, dollar-for-
dollar, all donations of Chapter members 
to the Fire Up 611! campaign up to $5,000. 
That challenge was fulfilled by the end of 
October! We thank all members for step-
ping up and helping out! Because of that 
success, the Board has authorized another 
$5,000 challenge. Donations must be made 
directly to and payable to the Chapter and 
mailed to Jim Cosby, Treasurer, P.O. 13222, 
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222. Please note in 
the Memo line “Fire Up 611.” Once again, 
if your employer has a matching grant pro-
gram, please send completed forms from 
your employer with your donation, and it 
will also be processed and forwarded for the 
611.

This second grant will be honored by 
members until the earliest of the following: 
1) the match is complete at $5,000, or 2) 
December 31, 2013. This is the last exten-
sion of our matching grant we will be able 
to make. (UPDATE: As of November 23, 
only $878.50 of the second $5,000 matching 
challenge had not been subscribed.) We are 
very pleased by the participation of Chapter 
members in this important campaign. When 
finished, the Chapter and members will 
have been responsible for raising $20,000.00 
toward putting 611 back under steam! 
Thank you for your generous support! Also 
see another report on the Fire up 611 fund-
raising efforts elsewhere in this newsletter.

Safety First!
By Jeff Sanders, President

As we all know, there is a lot of work tak-
ing place on Norfolk Southern tracks in the 
area of the O. Winston Link Museum, where 
we hold our monthly meetings.

I want to ask everyone who attends our 
meetings to be especially careful, particu-
larly as members sometime congregate out-
side while waiting for the museum doors to 
open.

PLEASE, under NO circumstances, should 
anyone be near the tracks, whether there is 
any train movement, or not. Parents, please 
do NOT let your youngsters get close to the 
tracks! Adults, do NOT let any other adults 
get near the tracks! There are too many 
chances for injury around the tracks, and 
we certainly do not want anyone to experi-
ence that. And as a reminder, railroad tracks 
are PRIVATE PROPERTY and should not be 
trespassed upon.

Let’s all practice the age-old railroad slo-
gan, “SAFETY FIRST!” We want everyone to 
be around to enjoy our railroad experiences.
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Saturday will be full of activities for the 
entire family, tours of both the East End 
Locomotive Shops and Freight Car America, 
children’s activities, the NS Exhibit Car, 
Vendors, and more to come. www.linkmu-
seum.org. 

February 15 & 16 – George Washington’s 
Train Show, Chesapeake and Ohio Historical 
Society, the Clifton Forge Armory Clifton 
Forge, VA. www.candoheritage.org/.

Spring 2014 – 21st Century Steam, Norfolk 
Southern and Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum. http://tvrail.com/pages/21st-Centu-
ry-Steam

May 29 to June 1 – Streamliners at 
Spencer, a four-day event for lovers of classic 
cab units of the 1930s through the 1950s. At 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum. 
Tickets for the event will go on sale in 
early 2014. Will VMT’s Wabash E-8 No. 
1009, undergoing restoration in the NS East 
End Shops, be ready to attend this event? 
Hopefully so. www.nctrans.org for updated 
information.

June 10 to 14 – NRHS National 
Convention, Springdale, Arkansas. www.
nrhs.com. The Arkansas and Missouri 
Railroad will be the major attraction with 
their famous fleet of ALCO locomotives han-
dling three days of charter passenger trains.

June 25 to 29 – N-Scalers national model 
railroad convention, Sheraton Hotel and 
Conference Center, Roanoke. Note that this 
is at the same time as the N&WHS conven-
tion. www.nationalnscaleconvention.com

June 26 to 29 – N&W Historical Society 
annual convention, to be held in Roanoke. 
www.nwhs.org.

In Memory
by Ken Miller

Usually, we reserve this space for things 
that directly have to do with chapter 

activities. We tend to remember folks who 

are the big names, Bob and Graham Claytor, 
David Morgan, H. Reid, etc. I wanted to rec-
ognize someone who’s name virtually 99.9 
percent of those ever reading this will not 
recognize or know. I’ll also admit that I did 
not know his personal story either, but in 
my dealings with him, found him to be a 
outstanding person, one who never really 
wanted, or saw the limelight. John D. Sledd 
worked in the mechanical department of 
Norfolk Southern, he hired in 1970 and 
spent his entire 41 year career there before 
retiring in 2011. By then, he had been relo-
cated to Atlanta away from Roanoke as was 
typical of the department. I was first intro-
duced to John in 1988 when I was trying to 
purchase my Virginian cab No. 342. With the 
end of Virginia’s caboose law, I wanted to 
save a Virginian cab. John, as part of his job, 
was responsible for the handling of the cabs 
and some other surplus equipment. 

The railroad got tons of requests for cabs 
for donations to every town, church, or 
charitable organization. Generally as many 
requests as there were cabs. I was different, 
I wanted to purchase one, and one specific 
cab, with three alternatives. I also wanted to 
get one for the Roanoke Chapter as well, but 
that through donation. On July 4th, a friend 
and I had inspected the fourteen stored 
cabs at Princeton, West Virginia and came 
up with a list of the best candidate and 
three alternatives. I then proceeded to ask 
my contacts how to proceed with the best 
chance of success. One friend had talked 
with the mechanical department and made 
contact with John, who despite his protests 
otherwise, was, at least to some extent, 
interested in this type of thing. I wrote a 
letter to NS, requesting to purchase the cab 
and about a month later, got a response say-
ing that no cabs were available for sale. That 
did not stop me, however. So, after talking 
with John and him seeing how serious I 



that the experiment with tier ticketing 
for rides was a success. The Chesapeake 
and Ohio Historical Society have scrap 
coach seats, moldings steps, etc. that may 
become available to us. The Passenger Car 
Committee is still at work assessing our 
equipment needs. The N&W switchman’s 
shanty, recently obtained by the Mechanical 
Committee, has been completely refur-
bished and painted. When final touch-ups 
are finished, it is planned to loan the shanty 
to VMT for display. 

The Chapter recently received notice from 
the Norfolk and Western Historical Society 
that they have voted to donate a clock in 
their possession to the Chapter. This clock 
hung in the Virginian Railway Roanoke Yard 
Office. It was there until the 1970’s, when 
it was removed to a downtown office. It was 
given to the NWHS some years ago. NWHS 
stated that they believe the clock should be 
on display in our Virginian Station, which 
is exactly what we will do. Many thanks 
to NWHS for this great addition to the 
Virginian artifacts that we will be displaying 
in the Station!

Virginian Station bid plans for Phase II are 
with City of Roanoke and VDOT for approv-
al. The base unit of our security system at 
the Station has been adjusted to eliminate 
some of the “false alarms” experienced 
recently. 

A Nominating Committee of Brian Crosier, 
Bonnie Molinary and Dorr Tucker will pro-
vide a slate of candidates for the November 
election of Directors. Directors whose term’s 
expires this year are: Cosby, Gray, Jensen, 
Salmon and Sanders. (See election report 
elsewhere in this newsletter).

Your Board of Directors normally meets 
at 7 PM on the first Tuesday of each month 
in the VMT conference room. Members are 
always welcome to attend. Please contact me 
if you have questions or comments. 

The Timetable
December 7 & 8, 2013 – Candy Cane 

Express. Celebrate the holidays at the VMT! 
Train rides by Roanoke Chapter, take your 
own pictures with Santa, decorate an orna-
ment for your tree, family friendly activities, 
model train displays, and more! Saturday 
10 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. Help 
from Chapter members needed. Contact 
Gary Gray, ggrayrke@msn.com.

December 7 & 14 – Old Dominion 
Chapter’s Santa Claus Train, Dillwyn, VA. 
www.odcnrhs.org. (SOLD OUT, check back 
for Spring trips)

December 19 - Annual Chapter Holiday 
Gathering, Calvary Baptist Church, Roanoke, 
6 pm. Parking and entrance are in the back 
of the church. Help is needed for set up 
beginning at 3 pm. The Chapter provides 
meat, place settings, and drinks. Please 
bring your favorite side dish or dessert. 
As always, guests of members are wel-
come. Contact Bonnie Molinary or Kathy 
Overholser.

January 2014 – New Amtrak national time-
table to be issued.

January 16, 2014 – Next Roanoke Chapter 
meeting, 730 PM, O. Winston Link Museum 
GE auditorium. Program: Continuation of 
1218 video, the return to operating service 
and the first trips, from Roanoke. Courtesy 
of Dave Meashey.

January 17 to 19 , 2014 – Railroad 
Passenger Car Alliance (RPCA) annual confer-
ence, Branson, Missouri. www.rpca.com.

January 24 & 25 – Link at Ten, celebra-
tion of the tenth anniversary of the open-
ing of the O. Winston Link Museum. On 
Friday, events begin with the exhibition by 
Ian Ruhter: Silver & Light. The evening will 
feature a night photo-shoot featuring Link’s 
favorite engine, the 1218, facilitated by both 
Ian and NS photographer Casey Thomason. 

Track Upgrades 
Work continues on the Norfolk Southern 

track upgrades in the vicinity of the N&W 
Passenger station/downtown area in 
Roanoke. A new double crossover, named 
McKibben, has been installed on the 
Roanoke District near the former N&W 
Foundry building, replacing 65 Crossover 
and 95 Crossover. New wayside signals 
throughout downtown have been installed 
but most have not yet been cut in. Other 
track improvements to increase speed of 
northbound and eastbound trains through 
downtown Roanoke will likely continue in 
2014.

Virginian Station Update
By Skip Salmon 

As far as I know we are still waiting for 
VDOT to approve our advertising for bids 
for Phase II. One bit of news to announce: 
the Norfolk and Western Historical Society 
Board approved donating the large pendu-
lum clock that was used at the Yard Office in 
the Roanoke Virginian Yard for crews to set 
their watches (it was calibrated every hour 
by Western Union) has been donated for our 
project. We plan to make it a centerpiece for 
a display at the Station. When the Virginian 
Brethren visited the N&WHS Archives, just 
after it was first donated, almost all of them 
immediately and simultaneously went to the 
clock and began to tell stories about calibrat-
ing their watches by it. Plans are being made 
to have it repaired and to be in working 
order when we use it for display.

Boones Mill Depot Update
The Roanoke Times on November 2 

reported that Norfolk Southern has granted 
the town of Boones Mill more time to move 
the historic N&W depot and save it from 
demolition. The new deadline for the town 

to move the depot to a new site is May 1, 
2014. Town officials have been working to 
save the depot, originally built in the early 
1900s, in hopes of restoring and using it as 
a public space. Franklin County has agreed 
to a land swap that will accommodate the 
depot. In a letter, Norfolk Southern’s F. Blair 
Wimbush, vice president for real estate, said 
it was clear the town had made “excellent 
progress toward accomplishing its objec-
tive.” Boones Mill town officials have begun 
pursing grant opportunities to fund the 
project.

Smart Way Connector Bus 
Update

In the 3rd Quarter Turntable Times we 
reported on the Smart Way Connector 
Bus improvements. One “glitch” was the 
inability to book a discounted Amtrak ticket 
(Senior, AAA, NARP) using the bus. Well, 
that has apparently been corrected. You can 
now book Senior tickets from Roanoke or 
Blacksburg, and you get the 15% discount 
from regular fares on the bus, too. Click on 
the “Other Discounts” tab for AAA, NARP, 
Military, etc. For the cheapest tickets, usu-
ally over 14 days out, booking the Adult fare 
still gets the best fare overall because of the 
25% discount most days on the Regional 
train. Try booking both ways (adult and 
discount) to be sure you get the best price. 
www.Amtrak.com, or 1-800-USA-RAIL. One 
further restriction on the Amtrak ticket 
when using the bus is the requirement of 
a paper ticket; eTickets cannot be used. 
Your ticket will be mailed to you, or if your 
departure is within a few days, you must 
call Amtrak at the number above to book 
the ticket. So for convenience there will 
still be times when you will want to book 
your Amtrak ticket from Lynchburg, get your 
eTicket, and just pay the $4 directly to the 
Smart Way Connector bus driver. Seats are 
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almost always available on the Smart Way 
Connector but during very busy travel times 
of the year it would be advisable to have a 
reservation through Amtrak. The Smart Way 
website is www.smartwaybus.com. 

Railcamp 2014
RailCamp 2014 will be headquartered in 

the East at the University of Delaware from 
July 6 to 12, with venues at Amtrak, Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania, and Strasburg, 
for 24 campers. The Western RailCamp will 
be headquartered in Tacoma, Washington, 
July 27 – August 2 with venues at Amtrak, 
Sound Transit, Tacoma Rail, and Mount 
Ranier Scenic. This camp will be for five and 
one half days for 16 campers. Fee will be 
$1,250 for each camper. Roanoke Chapter is 
offering a scholarship for one camper, pref-
erably someone from our area. Teenagers 
from rising 9th graders through graduating 
12th graders are eligible to attend although 
RailCamp gives preference to rising 10th 
graders through rising 12th graders. Dutch 
Tubman, the parent of a former camper, has 
suggested that teens who are more mature 
may get more from the program. Interested 
parents/teens should contact Carl Jensen, 
who has been involved in the RailCamp 
program for many years and has served 
as a counselor. RailCamp is a hands-on 
program involving several phases of rail-
roading and railroad history. See detailed 
information including the application on the 
website, http://nrhs.com/program/railcamp. 
Applications are being accepted now and 
must be submitted no later than April 15, 
2014. If you are interested you should sub-
mit your application very soon. Don’t wait 
too long – places fill up fast. If you know 
of a potential camper please contact Carl 
Jensen.

Roanoke Station Proposals
The Roanoke Times and TheRoanokeStar.

com recently reported on four passen-
ger train station proposals for Roanoke. 
Students of Virginia Tech’s College of 
Architecture and Urban Studies on 
November 6 presented elaborate designs for 
stations at two locations – the downtown 
location near the present bus station and 
a location near 10th Street. Professor of 
Industrial Design Ronald Kemnitzer directed 
the 10-week course. Part of the criteria for 
the stations included intermodal connec-
tions to city and intercity buses. Roanoke 
City, which has said it will build a station for 
the new Amtrak service, is not bound to use 
the designs, All four designs are quite elabo-
rate but some features of the designs may be 
used in the future Roanoke Amtrak station.

Lost At Thaxton
Book by Michael E. Jones

In 1889, a massive late night storm caused 
a tiny creek at the foot of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains to turn into a raging river, and 
the rushing waters washed away an embank-
ment where the railroad crossed the creek. 
Eighteen souls were lost when an N&W pas-
senger train plunged into the washout, and 
their story was forgotten, until now.

LOST AT THAXTON tells the forgotten 
story of one of the worst railroad accidents 
in the history of Virginia, and the people 
that lived and died that night. For more 
information, see http://lostatthaxton.com/ 
Published by The Thaxton Press, $19.95, 
available from the N&W Historical Society, 
www.nwhs.org. 

Mechanical Department Report 
– Fall 2013

By Lewis Foster
The mechanical department has been 
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term. The nominating committee will make 
officer recommendations to the Board of 
Directors for the coming year.

Your nominating committee, consisting 
of Brian Croiser, Bonnie Molinary and Dorr 
Tucker, pursued this task with diligence, 
arranging for absentee ballots while consid-
ering potential candidates, many of whom 
may be called upon in the future. However, 
only one other candidate, Percy Wilkins, 
decided to run. We want to extend our 
thanks to all the candidates and the commit-
tee for their efforts. Please consider being a 
candidate next year.

Book Review
By Dorr Tucker

A TRIP, self-published by Bob Cohen
$60 at VMT, The Link Museum, and N&W 

Historical Society
Don’t let the simple title fool you. Our 

friend Bob Cohen from the Potomac Chapter 
has come up with a profusely illustrated 
162-page text with probably the best graph-
ics of any rail book yet published. Illustrated 
with some 143 superbly reproduced pho-
tographs, maps, timetables and color post 
cards dating back mostly to the teens, twen-
ties and thirties, one wonders how Bob 
could maintain such high standards of qual-
ity reproduction. I’m sure that modern tech-
nology plays a part but the author’s atten-
tion to detail certainly plays a role.

A TRIP is a scholarly comprehensive his-
tory of the Shenandoah Valley Rail Lines 
of the Baltimore and Ohio and Southern 
Railway lines that linked Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, and Strasburg, Virginia, to Staunton 
and Lexington, Virginia (and almost to 
Roanoke!). A portion of the B&O main line 
out of Brunswick, MD, is also covered. Every 
station along the 166-mile route is docu-
mented with a photograph or diagram along 
with a list of former station agents going 

back to the 19th century, to the extent avail-
able. Other railroads that crossed or inter-
changed with the B&O and Southern are cov-
ered including the Winchester and Western 
and the C&O. Notable highlights of the book 
include a 1904 copy of the joint timetable 
governing the B&O/C&O joint line between 
Lexington and East Lexington, a good pic-
ture of the B&O Staunton station, and a 
historical sketch of the Valley Railroad (that 
was intended to go to Salem) by Herbert H. 
Harwood. 

The book includes only perfunctory men-
tion of The Chesapeake Western as that 
road is covered in detail by “The Crooked 
& Weedy” published by the late C. Grattan 
Price Jr. in 1992. 

Bob is to be commended as an accom-
plished railway historian. Among other activ-
ities he is an active member of The Norfolk 
and Western Historical Society and partici-
pates in regular archives work sessions here 
in Roanoke. Thanks, Bob. 

Summary of Board Actions - Fall 
2013 

By Jeff Sanders, President
Treasurer’s Reports are always available 

from Chapter Treasurer Jim Cosby.
The Board has entertained and accepted 

an offer from George’s Creek RR to purchase 
our Chesapeake Western Railway Baldwin 
No. 663. A report was made on the inspec-
tion of ex-N&W coach No. 531. It was voted 
to table discussion of purchasing No. 531 
pending more information.

Due to a water leak recently discovered 
at our 9th Street facility, the Mechanical 
Committee is to draw up plans to renew the 
water line including adding extra power out-
lets in the yard. Thanks to member Siegie 
Ritenour for his special help on this project. 

At Chapter operations at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation, it was reported 
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making progress on several projects this fall. 
The wooden boxcar (N&W 526591), the joint 
restoration / Eagle Scout project, is proceed-
ing well with the paint now complete on 
the wood. Repairs to the floor have begun 
and the end doors and side windows will be 
installed as they are made. We hope to have 
the car ready to put on display at VMT early 
next year. 

The Lake Pearl project has been moving 
slower than expected due to weather that 
was not well suited for media blasting. Most 
of the bodywork is now complete on the 
sides of the car and we have been working 
on repairing rust in the vestibules and ends 
of the car. Next spring we plan to finish 
media blasting the roof and vestibules and 
paint the car. Several people are researching 

the details to make the exterior match the 
1930s (post-air conditioning) appearance. 

Recently the N&W 518609, a C-31 class 
caboose owned by chapter member Steve 
Smith, got a big step closer to completion. 
In October / November, the caboose was 
sanded and painted as delivered in the N&W 
“Pevler Blue” paint scheme. The roof, plat-
forms, and undercarriage will be painted 
next, and then the interior will be restored. 
When complete, the 518609 will join the 
Chapter’s operating equipment at VMT.

As reported at the last Chapter meet-
ing, the Mechanical Department has also 
acquired the former Christiansburg yard 
shanty. The exterior restoration has now 
been completed and the interior is being fit-
ted out. We have also set the shanty up so 

the Drake/Page regime has been remarkable 
and Virginia has benefited from a lot of new 
service in a short time. Because the trains 
have been well planned, they have produced 
gratifying ridership and have not required 
a state operating subsidy. Cooperation of 
Norfolk Southern has been vital, too. 

Members Make The 
Organization 

By Dorr Tucker 

At a time when many other historic rail 
groups are losing members through attri-

tion and inactivity we are growing due to 
aggressive recruiting and the availability of 
bona fide hands-on activities. With that in 
mind we want to recognize those who are 
joining our active group of volunteers at our 
9th Street maintenance facility. We welcome 
these folks and feel like they are inspired by 
our 45-year history of successful operations 
that continue today on a relatively small 
scale with the prospect of exciting new ven-
tures in the near future. 

Some of those who are actively partici-
pating at our maintenance facility are Fred 
Boettner, Andy McArthur, Ken Mosig, George 
Stein, Chris Slate, Steve St Clair, Steve 
Smith, Tony McCray, Percy Wilkins, Ben 
Shank, Siegie Ritenour, Chris McBride, Lewis 
Foster, Rick Rader, Jeff Shelton, Wizzy Strom, 
Megan McKewan, Harold and Chris Hunley, 
and others. Along with these folks, many of 
who are relatively new, we have Gary Gray, 
Eddie Mooneyham and Bill Mason – names 
that have been around for decades. 

The Mechanical Committee invites all 
members, mechanical-minded or otherwise, 
to stop by for a visit and get to know some 
of the other folks on an informal basis. With 
a likely prospect for extended operations we 
may call on you for other positions as oppor-
tunities arise in the future. You can contact 
Gary Gray, ggrayrke@msn.com or phone 

345-9390 for more information.

Norfolk Southern Makes A 
Major Gift To The Fire Up 611 
Campaign

In a fortunate intersection of the worlds of 
fine art and railroading, Norfolk Southern 

sold a well-known abstract expressionist 
painting and will use a portion of the pro-
ceeds to help fund the restoration and long-
term maintenance of the Class J No. 611. NS 
sold its painting through an auction in New 
York City on November 14 and will direct 
$1.5 million of the proceeds to “Fire Up 
611!”. NS Chairman and CEO Wick Moorman 
said “I announce our strong support for 
bringing back a true national marvel.” VMT 
Executive Director Bev Fitzpatrick said “NS’ 
generous and timely support gives us the 
best opportunity to reach the $5 million 
needed to put this icon back on the rails and 
keep her moving for decades.” The 611 plan 
contemplates making it available for service 
in NS’ 21st Century Steam program in 2014. 
(Norfolk Southern)

The $1.5 million gift goes a long way 
toward making this happen but more money 
needs to be raised. Consider making a con-
tribution or a second gift to the FIRE UP 
611! Campaign. For more information on the 
Roanoke Chapter matching gift program see 
the Fire Up 611! Challenge Grant article in 
this newsletter. Also see www.vmt.org and 
www.fireup611.org.

Board of Directors Nominating 
Committee Report

By Dorr Tucker, Chairman
On Thursday, November 21, the incum-

bents on the BOD were re-elected at the 
Annual Meeting. Five of nine directors posi-
tions were up for election this year. Jim 
Cosby, Gary Gray, Carl Jensen, Skip Salmon 
and Jeff Sanders will serve another two-year 

Lewis Foster photo

The Chapter's wooden maintenance of way boxcar is well on its way to completion in this view in 
October. To the right in the distance is the Chapter's Christiansburg yard shanty prior to being paint-
ed, see photos elsewhere for the competed project.



at the end point to turn around and be 
cleaned and re-stocked, before heading east 
again in the morning. The Amtrak engineer 
said there is talk within the company of 
establishing a crew base in Charlottesville, 
which would make it easier to extend trains 
west of Roanoke. When the Lynchburg train 
is extended to Roanoke, it will depart in 
time (~6:15 am) to maintain its current 
Northeast Corridor slot.

A questioner asked about future 
Lynchburg – Richmond service, shown 
on the state map as a dotted line. “In the 
distant future,” Drake responded. In fact, 
she said, no decision has been made on 
how best to connect the Piedmont corri-
dor to Richmond. It might wind up being 
a Charlottesville – Richmond link instead, 
since the Buckingham Branch Railroad 
(BBRR) is being rehabilitated. Kevin Page said 
a direct Lynchburg-to-Richmond paassenger 
train route is less viable now that the line 
through Farmville has been removed. The 
Burkeville-to-Richmond track is unsignaled 
and single track. There are few population 
nodes between Lynchburg and Richmond 
on this route, and no current connections 
to either of Richmond’s train stations. Bruce 
Wingo of NS said that operationally, and 
regarding access to stations in Richmond, 
the BBRR option via Charlottesville would 
probably work better.

Dorr Tucker showed a newspaper op-ed he 
had written in 1974 about passenger service 
to Roanoke and remarked how the DRPT 
incremental approach had pretty much 
matched what he envisaged at the time. It 
turns out that Sen. Edwards and Dorr Tucker 
were high school classmates..

Significant year-to-year ridership growth 
on the Smartway Connector bus was high-
lighted in a table. The Smartway Connector 
bus has, in turn, stimulated train ridership. 
The benefit of connecting bus service to 

other places feeding the new Roanoke train 
was discussed, and there was agreement 
that this could help make Roanoke a trans-
portation hub. Thelma Drake and Kevin 
Page both emphasized how important it is 
for employing connecting buses to build 
the case for rail route extensions. Kevin 
Page said he would like to see Roanoke and 
Clifton Forge paired with a connecting bus 
the way Norfolk and Newport News are 
now, giving passengers in each area more 
departure time choices.

Dutch Tubman asked about extending the 
Smartway Connector bus from Blacksburg 
and Christiansburg to seven days a week 
instead of just weekends. Drake thought 
there would not be money for that. David 
Foster suggested no new trips would be 
needed. A lightly-patronized mid-day bus 
could be deleted from the schedule and 
replaced by an early/late run to match with 
train times. Blacksburg has been added as an 
Amtrak point.

Michael Testerman said he would wel-
come some evidence of planning direct rail 
service to the New River Valley points of 
Christiansburg and Radford. The track capac-
ity already exists. Thelma Drake said she 
and Kevin Page had been meeting earlier in 
the day with Delegate Joseph Yost (R-12) in 
the New River Valley to discuss that. She 
also pointed out that the Roanoke station 
track would be designed to be connected at 
the west end for future movement beyond. 
Page told Testerman that the Roanoke sta-
tion platform would be between two tracks 
adding to its capability to support growth. 
He also said in passing that the station 
track on the west side in Lynchburg will be 
restored and an overhead bridge to the sta-
tion rebuilt.

In summary, many interesting and 
encouraging developments were discussed. 
Progress on Amtrak Virginia service under 
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Both: Lewis Foster

Caboose 518609 has not looked this nice since it was built in 1969 at the tail end of the blue era. The 
yard shanty from Christiansburg is looking mighty fine in its cream and red scheme dating prior to 
the beginning of the 1950s. It is a fine tribute to our mechanical folks who brought the little build-
ing back to life. Inset: even complete with a working coal stove, only a few decorations remain to be 

added such as a wooden spike keg 
with a checkerboard, some chairs 
and a calendar on the wall. 



that it can be loaded and moved by trailer. 
VMT has asked for the shanty to be placed 
on temporary display in their yard and will 
be making its debut there during our next 
operating day in December.

The Chapter will be operating train rides 
again at VMT on December 7th and 8th. 
Anybody who would like to volunteer to car 
host, assist with boarding, sell tickets, or 
anything else, please contact Gary Gray at 
ggrayrke@msn.com. We expect a large crowd 
again this year and additional help makes it 
much easier to trade off and take breaks. 

If you’d like to see more of the Mechanical 
Department’s projects, pictures are available 
on the facebook page: http://www.facebook.
com/roanokenrhs/ (no account is required). 
Anyone who would like to volunteer at 
the 9th Street restoration yard is welcome. 
There are no special skills that are required. 
For directions and to find out when we 
will be working, contact Gary Gray or Lewis 
Foster at dafoster@vt.edu.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

This past October 16th, 17th, 23rd and 
24th marked 20 years since Nickle Plate 

Road No. 765 masqueraded as Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway Kanawah No. 2765 during 
the annual Collis P. Huntington New River 
Train Autumn excursion runs between 
Huntington and Hinton, West Virginia. 765 
is a Berkshire-type steam locomotive owned 
and operated by the Ft Wayne Railroad 
Historical Society. The excursions were an 
outstanding success and railfans exposed a 
lot of film and video tape during those two 
weekends back in 1993. 

In August of this year I attended an out-
door rock concert starring Pat Benatar and 
her hubby, Neil Gerado. It had been raining 
off and on all day and the concert had just 
ended when another cloudburst cut loose. I 

secured shelter under a tent for the volun-
teer staff. As I observed the throngs rushing 
towards their vehicles, an attractive brunette 
rushed past wearing a FIRE UP 611 tee shirt. 
I wanted to speak to her about how and 
where she acquired the shirt but the rushing 
flood of humanity made that impossible. For 
the record, the concert occurred just west of 
Richmond.

As a result of progress being made on the 
former Baltimore & Ohio Railroad’s tun-
nel enlargement, container trains that had 
been re-routed over the former Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway since June 2011 have 
returned to their former B&O and Richmond 
Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad routing. 
In fact, as of this writing, another eastbound 
container train has been added, Q122. This 
train plus container trains Q130, Q135, 
Q136, and Q137 operate between New 
Baltimore, Ohio, and Portsmouth, Virginia.

Most of you who read my column regu-
larly know how much I enjoy the good ole 
days of railroading versus today’s. One 
of my favorite trains here in Virginia is 
Norfolk Southern’s V08 operating between 
Richmond and Crewe Monday through 
Saturday. The train is powered by good ole 
old-school 4-axle or 6-axle locomotives, espe-
cially SD40-2s. According to a railfan associ-
ate who is an engineer for that train, major 
plans are on the drawing board for track 
realignment, bridge work and other details 
to accommodate modern safety cab locomo-
tives between Richmond and West Point. 
Since NS has such a large fleet of old-school 
power, I inquired why foot an upgrade tab 
when it’s not really that necessary. My asso-
ciate replied that the newer diesels are just 
more fuel efficient and they are equipped 
with NS’s LEADER computer software. This 
is long term planning. But readers, here is 
the irony – there is strong dialogue within 
the Richmond railroad grapevine that the 

in, Virginia collects all revenues from its 
regional trains and pays Amtrak to operate 
them under contract. Beer sales are a big 
revenue generator. College students make 
up a big percentage of riders. Weekend 
ridership is very strong, in part due to 
friends and families of UVA students trav-
eling to Charlottesville. 40% of travel on 
the Lynchburg regional train is north of 
Washington, D.C.

Several photos and a [now out of date] 
track schematic helped pinpoint the location 
of the new Roanoke station and passenger 
platform.

Drake’s presentation included 
a discussion of HB-2313, the 
newly passed transportation bill 
in Virginia. Among the important 
features for rail is a designated rev-
enue source for Intercity Passenger 
Operating and Capital Fund 
(IPROC), amounting to $44.3 mil-
lion in the first year.

After her talk, Drake and Page 
took questions from the audience. 

Roanoke Mayor David Bowers 
was the first to speak. He said he 
wanted to make three points:

1 Roanoke is paying half the $6 
million cost for the culvert replace-
ment under the new tracks; 

2 Roanoke is already working on 
federal funding support for a multi-
modal passenger station, and;

3 Roanoke is paying for the 
Smartway Connector bus for the 
next two years, now that state 
support is gone. He said Roanoke 
would need help working out the 
criteria for station design and con-
struction.

A questioner asked whether 
DRPT had had any discussions with 
Tennessee about anchoring a west-

ern extension of service beyond Bristol. 
“Originally they said no way,” Drake 
responded, but went on to add that the new 
Lt. Gov. in TN has been showing more inter-
est. Tennessee currently has no funding 
sources for passenger rail development.

An Amtrak engineer from Richmond, who 
ran the AAPRCO (“private varnish”) train to 
Roanoke last year, pointed out that there 
are thorny equipment and crewing issues 
to be resolved for any extension westward 
of Roanoke. Kevin Page agreed, mention-
ing that the train needed at least five hours 
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Dorr Tucker Collection

Well, it was a bit different era, but will we see an Amtrak 
timetable with Roanoke listed once again? The signs seem 
very likely, probably very close to 40 years since the first 
incarnation of Amtrak in Roanoke in March of 1975.



Yanceyville, NC 27379-9012
5. Gerald A. Caterina, 119 15th Street, 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648-4408
6. Colette Caterina, 119 15th Street, 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648-4408
7. Robert C. Jackson, 4185 Fortress Drive, 

Blacksburg, VA 24060
8. Sandra N. Jackson, 4185 Fortress Drive, 

Blacksburg, VA 24060
Please renew your dues by December 31, 

2013. I plan to mail you your 2014 Roanoke 
Chapter membership card in January. If you 
have misplaced your renewal notice please 
contact me.

National is studying the possibility of 
changing the method of dues renewal, but 
no changes will be in effect until at least the 
Fall of 2014.

If you have an email address, and if you 
have not already done so, please send an 
email to me with a one word message, either 
“Yes” or “No”, letting me know if you want 
your email address sent to National. Send to 
Terrapin66@cox.net

Town Hall Meeting: Bringing 
Passenger Trains to Roanoke

Hosted by State Senator John Edwards
Wednesday, October 9,, 2013
O. Winston Link Auditorium

Roanoke, Virginia
By David Foster

On Wednesday evening, October 9, 
Senator John Edwards, a long-time rail 

advocate, held another of his Town Hall 
Meetings to discuss passenger rail service 
to Roanoke. The session was held in the 
theater of the O. Winston Link Museum in 
the former N&W passenger station. It was 
well attended, with at least one person from 
Norfolk present and several from Richmond, 
along with lots of locals. Roanoke’s mayor 
and several council members were in atten-
dance.

Senator Edwards began with a review of 
the past meetings, going back to 2009. That 
was when a bus connection to the new 
Lynchburg train was first proposed. Each 
year since then progress has been made, 
with the latest being that the bus is now in 
the Amtrak timetable and Amtrak passen-
gers can be ticketed to and from Roanoke.

He introduced Thelma Drake, Director 
of the Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT), and Kevin Page, head 
of Rail Operations. Drake went through a 
presentation featuring 15 slides. She talked 
about the present and future passenger 
train service in Virginia. One map showed 
possible future service west of Roanoke to 
Bristol, and a connection between Lynchburg 
and Richmond.

In short order Virginia has gone from 
having no intra-state passenger rail service 
to being a leader, she said. A popular slide 
showed new Amtrak Virginia Lynchburg ser-
vice in 2009, a new Richmond train in 2010, 
and new Norfolk service in 2012, followed 
by “Next Stop - Roanoke!” Though officially 
the time estimate is four years, Drake said 
several times that that’s what they said 
in Norfolk, too, and it got done in three. 
“Trains are coming back,” Drake said. “Real 
progress is being made.” 

She defended Virginia’s incremental 
growth approach, extending and expand-
ing service gradually where population and 
demand are there to support it. “Our deci-
sions have been good; ridership has been 
there.” She talked about the success of the 
Lynchburg train and showed passenger 
numbers for Lynchburg and Charlottesville. 
Originally $6 million had been budgeted at 
the state level to support that train, but it 
has not been needed. Cost recovery is 156% 
and has been able to help support the start-
up of the Richmond and Norfolk trains.

Now that PRIIA Section 209 has kicked 

entire railroad between Burkeville and West 
Point “might” eventually be sold to the 
Buckingham Branch Railroad. Mr. Robert 
Bryant’s son has taken a more active role 
with the railroad and he is very interested in 
growth and is an aggressive go-getter. Going 
back to NS freight V08, if you enjoy the sight 
and sound ole school power moving a train 
through rural countryside, enjoy it NOW.

As most of you are aware one of the most 
important challenges facing the NRHS is 
membership growth especially among the 
younger generation. In the March 2013 issue 
of The Highball, the monthly newsletter of 
the Old Dominion Chapter NRHS, the chap-
ter’s president encouraged the ODC mem-
bership to spread the word about railroading 
as an enjoyable and rewarding hobby by 
steering polite conversation towards the 
subject of trains among everyone’s circle of 
friends. According to statistics, each of us 
has a circle of friends that number about 
250. That’s a bit liberal if you ask me. Some 
of us might not feel all that comfortable 
about ejecting the subject of trains into con-
versations for numerous reasons. One of 
the best ways I have found to get the subject 
of railroading going is to wear something 
railroad related and let the public respond. 
I have touched on this subject often via this 
column over the years. I could probably 
write a reasonably sized book on my per-
sonal experiences with total strangers who 
responded on their own accord to what I am 
wearing railroadwise. You don’t have to wear 
anything elaborate. It’s amazing how many 
folks pay attention to baseball style caps, 
lapel or hat pins, tee shirts and belt buckles. 
I for one always check out what’s on a cap. A 
few months back while in a Kroger store in 
Richmond an elderly gentleman was sitting 
on a bench not far from the cashiers. There 
was something vaguely familiar about his 
black cap. As I got closer to him I could see 

his cap bore a Virginian Railway emblem. 
His cap was the same design as one I had 
purchased from Skip Salmon years earlier. 
I started a conversation with him by asking 
if he was a railroader or railfan or both. He 
replied that he was a retired railroader from 
today’s Norfolk Southern. He started with 
the Virginian about two years before the 
N&W takeover. He lived near Victoria and 
was up in Richmond visiting his brother for 
the weekend. 

On another note, while on my way to 
Farmville to operate model trains with the 
High Bridge Railroad Club at an open house 
during the annual Heart of Virginia Festival 
back in late May of this year, my railroad 
attire, consisting of a HBRC cap and denim 
railroader-style coat with a B&O Railroad 
Museum patch, generated three responses 
from folks I came in contact with at two gas 
station and a Food Lion store I stopped by 
on my way to Farmville. I often get respons-
es from the public when I am out about 
railfanning in both Roanoke and Lynchburg. 
I in turn inform these people of local NRHS 
chapters and railroad related events coming 
to their area and of the FIRE UP 611 project. 
I keep a small box of brochures and fliers in 
my trunk. This is a simple way each of us 
can spread the word and promote the hobby 
and the NRHS.

Membership Report
By Walter Alexander

The Chapter is pleased to welcome the fol-
lowing new members who bring our mem-
bership to a total of 198:
1. Justin R. Lucas, 3900 Fox Hollow Road, 

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
2. Stephanie Lucas, 3900 Fox Hollow Road, 

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
3. Cheyenne Keen, 3900 Fox Hollow Road, 

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
4. Jamie Sexton, 905 Alvis Boswell Road, 
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An occasional fea-
ture offering a small 
window into the past 
from an archive file or 
image.

Historian 
Kenneth L. Miller
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Conway Scenic Railroad? What does that 
have to do with the Roanoke area?

 Well, everything relates eventually. A 
close look at the photo reveals that it is the 
former N&W diner 492, but far away from 
N&W rails. Company photographer Casey 
Thomason recorded this view recently and 
allowed us to publish it here. The 492 is 
one of the four lightweight diners bought 
in 1949, primarily for re-equipping the 
Powhatan Arrow and Pocahontas. The 492 
suffered the fate in late 1971 of being sold, 
along with two N&W PG-class coaches to a 
private concern in Lewiston, Maine where 
they became a roadside restaurant. The 
diner suffered worst of all, having part 
of the kitchen wall cut out and an addi-
tion added on the side to expand the tiny 
kitchen. Dorr Tucker visited the restaurant 
in 1979 and snapped a couple of photos of 
it in service, but it was not to last, A group 
of Roanoke Chapter members, including 
myself, Jeff Sanders and Dorr Tucker made a 
side trip during our Maine and Nova Scotia 
trip to go to Lewiston and eat dinner in the 
diner in July 1986. Sadly, we rolled up to the 
parking lot to find the restaurant closed and 
abandoned, with the cars standing open. 
We looked around, took some photos, and 
felt like we had seen the last of the car. 

But amazingly enough, the 
cars would be rescued from 
Lewiston and restored to oper-
ating condition. The coaches, 
I believe are in service as tour-
ist cars in New York state. 

However, the 492 is running 
and serving meals once again, 
if it could have been seen in 
1986, you'd have thought the 
next stop would have been 
the scrap yard.

Top: Casey Thomason
Norfolk Southern

Bottom: Dorr Tucker



Yanceyville, NC 27379-9012
5. Gerald A. Caterina, 119 15th Street, 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648-4408
6. Colette Caterina, 119 15th Street, 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648-4408
7. Robert C. Jackson, 4185 Fortress Drive, 

Blacksburg, VA 24060
8. Sandra N. Jackson, 4185 Fortress Drive, 

Blacksburg, VA 24060
Please renew your dues by December 31, 

2013. I plan to mail you your 2014 Roanoke 
Chapter membership card in January. If you 
have misplaced your renewal notice please 
contact me.

National is studying the possibility of 
changing the method of dues renewal, but 
no changes will be in effect until at least the 
Fall of 2014.

If you have an email address, and if you 
have not already done so, please send an 
email to me with a one word message, either 
“Yes” or “No”, letting me know if you want 
your email address sent to National. Send to 
Terrapin66@cox.net

Town Hall Meeting: Bringing 
Passenger Trains to Roanoke

Hosted by State Senator John Edwards
Wednesday, October 9,, 2013
O. Winston Link Auditorium

Roanoke, Virginia
By David Foster

On Wednesday evening, October 9, 
Senator John Edwards, a long-time rail 

advocate, held another of his Town Hall 
Meetings to discuss passenger rail service 
to Roanoke. The session was held in the 
theater of the O. Winston Link Museum in 
the former N&W passenger station. It was 
well attended, with at least one person from 
Norfolk present and several from Richmond, 
along with lots of locals. Roanoke’s mayor 
and several council members were in atten-
dance.

Senator Edwards began with a review of 
the past meetings, going back to 2009. That 
was when a bus connection to the new 
Lynchburg train was first proposed. Each 
year since then progress has been made, 
with the latest being that the bus is now in 
the Amtrak timetable and Amtrak passen-
gers can be ticketed to and from Roanoke.

He introduced Thelma Drake, Director 
of the Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT), and Kevin Page, head 
of Rail Operations. Drake went through a 
presentation featuring 15 slides. She talked 
about the present and future passenger 
train service in Virginia. One map showed 
possible future service west of Roanoke to 
Bristol, and a connection between Lynchburg 
and Richmond.

In short order Virginia has gone from 
having no intra-state passenger rail service 
to being a leader, she said. A popular slide 
showed new Amtrak Virginia Lynchburg ser-
vice in 2009, a new Richmond train in 2010, 
and new Norfolk service in 2012, followed 
by “Next Stop - Roanoke!” Though officially 
the time estimate is four years, Drake said 
several times that that’s what they said 
in Norfolk, too, and it got done in three. 
“Trains are coming back,” Drake said. “Real 
progress is being made.” 

She defended Virginia’s incremental 
growth approach, extending and expand-
ing service gradually where population and 
demand are there to support it. “Our deci-
sions have been good; ridership has been 
there.” She talked about the success of the 
Lynchburg train and showed passenger 
numbers for Lynchburg and Charlottesville. 
Originally $6 million had been budgeted at 
the state level to support that train, but it 
has not been needed. Cost recovery is 156% 
and has been able to help support the start-
up of the Richmond and Norfolk trains.

Now that PRIIA Section 209 has kicked 

entire railroad between Burkeville and West 
Point “might” eventually be sold to the 
Buckingham Branch Railroad. Mr. Robert 
Bryant’s son has taken a more active role 
with the railroad and he is very interested in 
growth and is an aggressive go-getter. Going 
back to NS freight V08, if you enjoy the sight 
and sound ole school power moving a train 
through rural countryside, enjoy it NOW.

As most of you are aware one of the most 
important challenges facing the NRHS is 
membership growth especially among the 
younger generation. In the March 2013 issue 
of The Highball, the monthly newsletter of 
the Old Dominion Chapter NRHS, the chap-
ter’s president encouraged the ODC mem-
bership to spread the word about railroading 
as an enjoyable and rewarding hobby by 
steering polite conversation towards the 
subject of trains among everyone’s circle of 
friends. According to statistics, each of us 
has a circle of friends that number about 
250. That’s a bit liberal if you ask me. Some 
of us might not feel all that comfortable 
about ejecting the subject of trains into con-
versations for numerous reasons. One of 
the best ways I have found to get the subject 
of railroading going is to wear something 
railroad related and let the public respond. 
I have touched on this subject often via this 
column over the years. I could probably 
write a reasonably sized book on my per-
sonal experiences with total strangers who 
responded on their own accord to what I am 
wearing railroadwise. You don’t have to wear 
anything elaborate. It’s amazing how many 
folks pay attention to baseball style caps, 
lapel or hat pins, tee shirts and belt buckles. 
I for one always check out what’s on a cap. A 
few months back while in a Kroger store in 
Richmond an elderly gentleman was sitting 
on a bench not far from the cashiers. There 
was something vaguely familiar about his 
black cap. As I got closer to him I could see 

his cap bore a Virginian Railway emblem. 
His cap was the same design as one I had 
purchased from Skip Salmon years earlier. 
I started a conversation with him by asking 
if he was a railroader or railfan or both. He 
replied that he was a retired railroader from 
today’s Norfolk Southern. He started with 
the Virginian about two years before the 
N&W takeover. He lived near Victoria and 
was up in Richmond visiting his brother for 
the weekend. 

On another note, while on my way to 
Farmville to operate model trains with the 
High Bridge Railroad Club at an open house 
during the annual Heart of Virginia Festival 
back in late May of this year, my railroad 
attire, consisting of a HBRC cap and denim 
railroader-style coat with a B&O Railroad 
Museum patch, generated three responses 
from folks I came in contact with at two gas 
station and a Food Lion store I stopped by 
on my way to Farmville. I often get respons-
es from the public when I am out about 
railfanning in both Roanoke and Lynchburg. 
I in turn inform these people of local NRHS 
chapters and railroad related events coming 
to their area and of the FIRE UP 611 project. 
I keep a small box of brochures and fliers in 
my trunk. This is a simple way each of us 
can spread the word and promote the hobby 
and the NRHS.

Membership Report
By Walter Alexander

The Chapter is pleased to welcome the fol-
lowing new members who bring our mem-
bership to a total of 198:
1. Justin R. Lucas, 3900 Fox Hollow Road, 

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
2. Stephanie Lucas, 3900 Fox Hollow Road, 

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
3. Cheyenne Keen, 3900 Fox Hollow Road, 

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
4. Jamie Sexton, 905 Alvis Boswell Road, 
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that it can be loaded and moved by trailer. 
VMT has asked for the shanty to be placed 
on temporary display in their yard and will 
be making its debut there during our next 
operating day in December.

The Chapter will be operating train rides 
again at VMT on December 7th and 8th. 
Anybody who would like to volunteer to car 
host, assist with boarding, sell tickets, or 
anything else, please contact Gary Gray at 
ggrayrke@msn.com. We expect a large crowd 
again this year and additional help makes it 
much easier to trade off and take breaks. 

If you’d like to see more of the Mechanical 
Department’s projects, pictures are available 
on the facebook page: http://www.facebook.
com/roanokenrhs/ (no account is required). 
Anyone who would like to volunteer at 
the 9th Street restoration yard is welcome. 
There are no special skills that are required. 
For directions and to find out when we 
will be working, contact Gary Gray or Lewis 
Foster at dafoster@vt.edu.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

This past October 16th, 17th, 23rd and 
24th marked 20 years since Nickle Plate 

Road No. 765 masqueraded as Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway Kanawah No. 2765 during 
the annual Collis P. Huntington New River 
Train Autumn excursion runs between 
Huntington and Hinton, West Virginia. 765 
is a Berkshire-type steam locomotive owned 
and operated by the Ft Wayne Railroad 
Historical Society. The excursions were an 
outstanding success and railfans exposed a 
lot of film and video tape during those two 
weekends back in 1993. 

In August of this year I attended an out-
door rock concert starring Pat Benatar and 
her hubby, Neil Gerado. It had been raining 
off and on all day and the concert had just 
ended when another cloudburst cut loose. I 

secured shelter under a tent for the volun-
teer staff. As I observed the throngs rushing 
towards their vehicles, an attractive brunette 
rushed past wearing a FIRE UP 611 tee shirt. 
I wanted to speak to her about how and 
where she acquired the shirt but the rushing 
flood of humanity made that impossible. For 
the record, the concert occurred just west of 
Richmond.

As a result of progress being made on the 
former Baltimore & Ohio Railroad’s tun-
nel enlargement, container trains that had 
been re-routed over the former Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway since June 2011 have 
returned to their former B&O and Richmond 
Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad routing. 
In fact, as of this writing, another eastbound 
container train has been added, Q122. This 
train plus container trains Q130, Q135, 
Q136, and Q137 operate between New 
Baltimore, Ohio, and Portsmouth, Virginia.

Most of you who read my column regu-
larly know how much I enjoy the good ole 
days of railroading versus today’s. One 
of my favorite trains here in Virginia is 
Norfolk Southern’s V08 operating between 
Richmond and Crewe Monday through 
Saturday. The train is powered by good ole 
old-school 4-axle or 6-axle locomotives, espe-
cially SD40-2s. According to a railfan associ-
ate who is an engineer for that train, major 
plans are on the drawing board for track 
realignment, bridge work and other details 
to accommodate modern safety cab locomo-
tives between Richmond and West Point. 
Since NS has such a large fleet of old-school 
power, I inquired why foot an upgrade tab 
when it’s not really that necessary. My asso-
ciate replied that the newer diesels are just 
more fuel efficient and they are equipped 
with NS’s LEADER computer software. This 
is long term planning. But readers, here is 
the irony – there is strong dialogue within 
the Richmond railroad grapevine that the 

in, Virginia collects all revenues from its 
regional trains and pays Amtrak to operate 
them under contract. Beer sales are a big 
revenue generator. College students make 
up a big percentage of riders. Weekend 
ridership is very strong, in part due to 
friends and families of UVA students trav-
eling to Charlottesville. 40% of travel on 
the Lynchburg regional train is north of 
Washington, D.C.

Several photos and a [now out of date] 
track schematic helped pinpoint the location 
of the new Roanoke station and passenger 
platform.

Drake’s presentation included 
a discussion of HB-2313, the 
newly passed transportation bill 
in Virginia. Among the important 
features for rail is a designated rev-
enue source for Intercity Passenger 
Operating and Capital Fund 
(IPROC), amounting to $44.3 mil-
lion in the first year.

After her talk, Drake and Page 
took questions from the audience. 

Roanoke Mayor David Bowers 
was the first to speak. He said he 
wanted to make three points:

1 Roanoke is paying half the $6 
million cost for the culvert replace-
ment under the new tracks; 

2 Roanoke is already working on 
federal funding support for a multi-
modal passenger station, and;

3 Roanoke is paying for the 
Smartway Connector bus for the 
next two years, now that state 
support is gone. He said Roanoke 
would need help working out the 
criteria for station design and con-
struction.

A questioner asked whether 
DRPT had had any discussions with 
Tennessee about anchoring a west-

ern extension of service beyond Bristol. 
“Originally they said no way,” Drake 
responded, but went on to add that the new 
Lt. Gov. in TN has been showing more inter-
est. Tennessee currently has no funding 
sources for passenger rail development.

An Amtrak engineer from Richmond, who 
ran the AAPRCO (“private varnish”) train to 
Roanoke last year, pointed out that there 
are thorny equipment and crewing issues 
to be resolved for any extension westward 
of Roanoke. Kevin Page agreed, mention-
ing that the train needed at least five hours 
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Dorr Tucker Collection

Well, it was a bit different era, but will we see an Amtrak 
timetable with Roanoke listed once again? The signs seem 
very likely, probably very close to 40 years since the first 
incarnation of Amtrak in Roanoke in March of 1975.



at the end point to turn around and be 
cleaned and re-stocked, before heading east 
again in the morning. The Amtrak engineer 
said there is talk within the company of 
establishing a crew base in Charlottesville, 
which would make it easier to extend trains 
west of Roanoke. When the Lynchburg train 
is extended to Roanoke, it will depart in 
time (~6:15 am) to maintain its current 
Northeast Corridor slot.

A questioner asked about future 
Lynchburg – Richmond service, shown 
on the state map as a dotted line. “In the 
distant future,” Drake responded. In fact, 
she said, no decision has been made on 
how best to connect the Piedmont corri-
dor to Richmond. It might wind up being 
a Charlottesville – Richmond link instead, 
since the Buckingham Branch Railroad 
(BBRR) is being rehabilitated. Kevin Page said 
a direct Lynchburg-to-Richmond paassenger 
train route is less viable now that the line 
through Farmville has been removed. The 
Burkeville-to-Richmond track is unsignaled 
and single track. There are few population 
nodes between Lynchburg and Richmond 
on this route, and no current connections 
to either of Richmond’s train stations. Bruce 
Wingo of NS said that operationally, and 
regarding access to stations in Richmond, 
the BBRR option via Charlottesville would 
probably work better.

Dorr Tucker showed a newspaper op-ed he 
had written in 1974 about passenger service 
to Roanoke and remarked how the DRPT 
incremental approach had pretty much 
matched what he envisaged at the time. It 
turns out that Sen. Edwards and Dorr Tucker 
were high school classmates..

Significant year-to-year ridership growth 
on the Smartway Connector bus was high-
lighted in a table. The Smartway Connector 
bus has, in turn, stimulated train ridership. 
The benefit of connecting bus service to 

other places feeding the new Roanoke train 
was discussed, and there was agreement 
that this could help make Roanoke a trans-
portation hub. Thelma Drake and Kevin 
Page both emphasized how important it is 
for employing connecting buses to build 
the case for rail route extensions. Kevin 
Page said he would like to see Roanoke and 
Clifton Forge paired with a connecting bus 
the way Norfolk and Newport News are 
now, giving passengers in each area more 
departure time choices.

Dutch Tubman asked about extending the 
Smartway Connector bus from Blacksburg 
and Christiansburg to seven days a week 
instead of just weekends. Drake thought 
there would not be money for that. David 
Foster suggested no new trips would be 
needed. A lightly-patronized mid-day bus 
could be deleted from the schedule and 
replaced by an early/late run to match with 
train times. Blacksburg has been added as an 
Amtrak point.

Michael Testerman said he would wel-
come some evidence of planning direct rail 
service to the New River Valley points of 
Christiansburg and Radford. The track capac-
ity already exists. Thelma Drake said she 
and Kevin Page had been meeting earlier in 
the day with Delegate Joseph Yost (R-12) in 
the New River Valley to discuss that. She 
also pointed out that the Roanoke station 
track would be designed to be connected at 
the west end for future movement beyond. 
Page told Testerman that the Roanoke sta-
tion platform would be between two tracks 
adding to its capability to support growth. 
He also said in passing that the station 
track on the west side in Lynchburg will be 
restored and an overhead bridge to the sta-
tion rebuilt.

In summary, many interesting and 
encouraging developments were discussed. 
Progress on Amtrak Virginia service under 

13 6

Both: Lewis Foster

Caboose 518609 has not looked this nice since it was built in 1969 at the tail end of the blue era. The 
yard shanty from Christiansburg is looking mighty fine in its cream and red scheme dating prior to 
the beginning of the 1950s. It is a fine tribute to our mechanical folks who brought the little build-
ing back to life. Inset: even complete with a working coal stove, only a few decorations remain to be 

added such as a wooden spike keg 
with a checkerboard, some chairs 
and a calendar on the wall. 
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making progress on several projects this fall. 
The wooden boxcar (N&W 526591), the joint 
restoration / Eagle Scout project, is proceed-
ing well with the paint now complete on 
the wood. Repairs to the floor have begun 
and the end doors and side windows will be 
installed as they are made. We hope to have 
the car ready to put on display at VMT early 
next year. 

The Lake Pearl project has been moving 
slower than expected due to weather that 
was not well suited for media blasting. Most 
of the bodywork is now complete on the 
sides of the car and we have been working 
on repairing rust in the vestibules and ends 
of the car. Next spring we plan to finish 
media blasting the roof and vestibules and 
paint the car. Several people are researching 

the details to make the exterior match the 
1930s (post-air conditioning) appearance. 

Recently the N&W 518609, a C-31 class 
caboose owned by chapter member Steve 
Smith, got a big step closer to completion. 
In October / November, the caboose was 
sanded and painted as delivered in the N&W 
“Pevler Blue” paint scheme. The roof, plat-
forms, and undercarriage will be painted 
next, and then the interior will be restored. 
When complete, the 518609 will join the 
Chapter’s operating equipment at VMT.

As reported at the last Chapter meet-
ing, the Mechanical Department has also 
acquired the former Christiansburg yard 
shanty. The exterior restoration has now 
been completed and the interior is being fit-
ted out. We have also set the shanty up so 

the Drake/Page regime has been remarkable 
and Virginia has benefited from a lot of new 
service in a short time. Because the trains 
have been well planned, they have produced 
gratifying ridership and have not required 
a state operating subsidy. Cooperation of 
Norfolk Southern has been vital, too. 

Members Make The 
Organization 

By Dorr Tucker 

At a time when many other historic rail 
groups are losing members through attri-

tion and inactivity we are growing due to 
aggressive recruiting and the availability of 
bona fide hands-on activities. With that in 
mind we want to recognize those who are 
joining our active group of volunteers at our 
9th Street maintenance facility. We welcome 
these folks and feel like they are inspired by 
our 45-year history of successful operations 
that continue today on a relatively small 
scale with the prospect of exciting new ven-
tures in the near future. 

Some of those who are actively partici-
pating at our maintenance facility are Fred 
Boettner, Andy McArthur, Ken Mosig, George 
Stein, Chris Slate, Steve St Clair, Steve 
Smith, Tony McCray, Percy Wilkins, Ben 
Shank, Siegie Ritenour, Chris McBride, Lewis 
Foster, Rick Rader, Jeff Shelton, Wizzy Strom, 
Megan McKewan, Harold and Chris Hunley, 
and others. Along with these folks, many of 
who are relatively new, we have Gary Gray, 
Eddie Mooneyham and Bill Mason – names 
that have been around for decades. 

The Mechanical Committee invites all 
members, mechanical-minded or otherwise, 
to stop by for a visit and get to know some 
of the other folks on an informal basis. With 
a likely prospect for extended operations we 
may call on you for other positions as oppor-
tunities arise in the future. You can contact 
Gary Gray, ggrayrke@msn.com or phone 

345-9390 for more information.

Norfolk Southern Makes A 
Major Gift To The Fire Up 611 
Campaign

In a fortunate intersection of the worlds of 
fine art and railroading, Norfolk Southern 

sold a well-known abstract expressionist 
painting and will use a portion of the pro-
ceeds to help fund the restoration and long-
term maintenance of the Class J No. 611. NS 
sold its painting through an auction in New 
York City on November 14 and will direct 
$1.5 million of the proceeds to “Fire Up 
611!”. NS Chairman and CEO Wick Moorman 
said “I announce our strong support for 
bringing back a true national marvel.” VMT 
Executive Director Bev Fitzpatrick said “NS’ 
generous and timely support gives us the 
best opportunity to reach the $5 million 
needed to put this icon back on the rails and 
keep her moving for decades.” The 611 plan 
contemplates making it available for service 
in NS’ 21st Century Steam program in 2014. 
(Norfolk Southern)

The $1.5 million gift goes a long way 
toward making this happen but more money 
needs to be raised. Consider making a con-
tribution or a second gift to the FIRE UP 
611! Campaign. For more information on the 
Roanoke Chapter matching gift program see 
the Fire Up 611! Challenge Grant article in 
this newsletter. Also see www.vmt.org and 
www.fireup611.org.

Board of Directors Nominating 
Committee Report

By Dorr Tucker, Chairman
On Thursday, November 21, the incum-

bents on the BOD were re-elected at the 
Annual Meeting. Five of nine directors posi-
tions were up for election this year. Jim 
Cosby, Gary Gray, Carl Jensen, Skip Salmon 
and Jeff Sanders will serve another two-year 

Lewis Foster photo

The Chapter's wooden maintenance of way boxcar is well on its way to completion in this view in 
October. To the right in the distance is the Chapter's Christiansburg yard shanty prior to being paint-
ed, see photos elsewhere for the competed project.



almost always available on the Smart Way 
Connector but during very busy travel times 
of the year it would be advisable to have a 
reservation through Amtrak. The Smart Way 
website is www.smartwaybus.com. 

Railcamp 2014
RailCamp 2014 will be headquartered in 

the East at the University of Delaware from 
July 6 to 12, with venues at Amtrak, Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania, and Strasburg, 
for 24 campers. The Western RailCamp will 
be headquartered in Tacoma, Washington, 
July 27 – August 2 with venues at Amtrak, 
Sound Transit, Tacoma Rail, and Mount 
Ranier Scenic. This camp will be for five and 
one half days for 16 campers. Fee will be 
$1,250 for each camper. Roanoke Chapter is 
offering a scholarship for one camper, pref-
erably someone from our area. Teenagers 
from rising 9th graders through graduating 
12th graders are eligible to attend although 
RailCamp gives preference to rising 10th 
graders through rising 12th graders. Dutch 
Tubman, the parent of a former camper, has 
suggested that teens who are more mature 
may get more from the program. Interested 
parents/teens should contact Carl Jensen, 
who has been involved in the RailCamp 
program for many years and has served 
as a counselor. RailCamp is a hands-on 
program involving several phases of rail-
roading and railroad history. See detailed 
information including the application on the 
website, http://nrhs.com/program/railcamp. 
Applications are being accepted now and 
must be submitted no later than April 15, 
2014. If you are interested you should sub-
mit your application very soon. Don’t wait 
too long – places fill up fast. If you know 
of a potential camper please contact Carl 
Jensen.

Roanoke Station Proposals
The Roanoke Times and TheRoanokeStar.

com recently reported on four passen-
ger train station proposals for Roanoke. 
Students of Virginia Tech’s College of 
Architecture and Urban Studies on 
November 6 presented elaborate designs for 
stations at two locations – the downtown 
location near the present bus station and 
a location near 10th Street. Professor of 
Industrial Design Ronald Kemnitzer directed 
the 10-week course. Part of the criteria for 
the stations included intermodal connec-
tions to city and intercity buses. Roanoke 
City, which has said it will build a station for 
the new Amtrak service, is not bound to use 
the designs, All four designs are quite elabo-
rate but some features of the designs may be 
used in the future Roanoke Amtrak station.

Lost At Thaxton
Book by Michael E. Jones

In 1889, a massive late night storm caused 
a tiny creek at the foot of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains to turn into a raging river, and 
the rushing waters washed away an embank-
ment where the railroad crossed the creek. 
Eighteen souls were lost when an N&W pas-
senger train plunged into the washout, and 
their story was forgotten, until now.

LOST AT THAXTON tells the forgotten 
story of one of the worst railroad accidents 
in the history of Virginia, and the people 
that lived and died that night. For more 
information, see http://lostatthaxton.com/ 
Published by The Thaxton Press, $19.95, 
available from the N&W Historical Society, 
www.nwhs.org. 

Mechanical Department Report 
– Fall 2013

By Lewis Foster
The mechanical department has been 
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term. The nominating committee will make 
officer recommendations to the Board of 
Directors for the coming year.

Your nominating committee, consisting 
of Brian Croiser, Bonnie Molinary and Dorr 
Tucker, pursued this task with diligence, 
arranging for absentee ballots while consid-
ering potential candidates, many of whom 
may be called upon in the future. However, 
only one other candidate, Percy Wilkins, 
decided to run. We want to extend our 
thanks to all the candidates and the commit-
tee for their efforts. Please consider being a 
candidate next year.

Book Review
By Dorr Tucker

A TRIP, self-published by Bob Cohen
$60 at VMT, The Link Museum, and N&W 

Historical Society
Don’t let the simple title fool you. Our 

friend Bob Cohen from the Potomac Chapter 
has come up with a profusely illustrated 
162-page text with probably the best graph-
ics of any rail book yet published. Illustrated 
with some 143 superbly reproduced pho-
tographs, maps, timetables and color post 
cards dating back mostly to the teens, twen-
ties and thirties, one wonders how Bob 
could maintain such high standards of qual-
ity reproduction. I’m sure that modern tech-
nology plays a part but the author’s atten-
tion to detail certainly plays a role.

A TRIP is a scholarly comprehensive his-
tory of the Shenandoah Valley Rail Lines 
of the Baltimore and Ohio and Southern 
Railway lines that linked Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, and Strasburg, Virginia, to Staunton 
and Lexington, Virginia (and almost to 
Roanoke!). A portion of the B&O main line 
out of Brunswick, MD, is also covered. Every 
station along the 166-mile route is docu-
mented with a photograph or diagram along 
with a list of former station agents going 

back to the 19th century, to the extent avail-
able. Other railroads that crossed or inter-
changed with the B&O and Southern are cov-
ered including the Winchester and Western 
and the C&O. Notable highlights of the book 
include a 1904 copy of the joint timetable 
governing the B&O/C&O joint line between 
Lexington and East Lexington, a good pic-
ture of the B&O Staunton station, and a 
historical sketch of the Valley Railroad (that 
was intended to go to Salem) by Herbert H. 
Harwood. 

The book includes only perfunctory men-
tion of The Chesapeake Western as that 
road is covered in detail by “The Crooked 
& Weedy” published by the late C. Grattan 
Price Jr. in 1992. 

Bob is to be commended as an accom-
plished railway historian. Among other activ-
ities he is an active member of The Norfolk 
and Western Historical Society and partici-
pates in regular archives work sessions here 
in Roanoke. Thanks, Bob. 

Summary of Board Actions - Fall 
2013 

By Jeff Sanders, President
Treasurer’s Reports are always available 

from Chapter Treasurer Jim Cosby.
The Board has entertained and accepted 

an offer from George’s Creek RR to purchase 
our Chesapeake Western Railway Baldwin 
No. 663. A report was made on the inspec-
tion of ex-N&W coach No. 531. It was voted 
to table discussion of purchasing No. 531 
pending more information.

Due to a water leak recently discovered 
at our 9th Street facility, the Mechanical 
Committee is to draw up plans to renew the 
water line including adding extra power out-
lets in the yard. Thanks to member Siegie 
Ritenour for his special help on this project. 

At Chapter operations at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation, it was reported 
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that the experiment with tier ticketing 
for rides was a success. The Chesapeake 
and Ohio Historical Society have scrap 
coach seats, moldings steps, etc. that may 
become available to us. The Passenger Car 
Committee is still at work assessing our 
equipment needs. The N&W switchman’s 
shanty, recently obtained by the Mechanical 
Committee, has been completely refur-
bished and painted. When final touch-ups 
are finished, it is planned to loan the shanty 
to VMT for display. 

The Chapter recently received notice from 
the Norfolk and Western Historical Society 
that they have voted to donate a clock in 
their possession to the Chapter. This clock 
hung in the Virginian Railway Roanoke Yard 
Office. It was there until the 1970’s, when 
it was removed to a downtown office. It was 
given to the NWHS some years ago. NWHS 
stated that they believe the clock should be 
on display in our Virginian Station, which 
is exactly what we will do. Many thanks 
to NWHS for this great addition to the 
Virginian artifacts that we will be displaying 
in the Station!

Virginian Station bid plans for Phase II are 
with City of Roanoke and VDOT for approv-
al. The base unit of our security system at 
the Station has been adjusted to eliminate 
some of the “false alarms” experienced 
recently. 

A Nominating Committee of Brian Crosier, 
Bonnie Molinary and Dorr Tucker will pro-
vide a slate of candidates for the November 
election of Directors. Directors whose term’s 
expires this year are: Cosby, Gray, Jensen, 
Salmon and Sanders. (See election report 
elsewhere in this newsletter).

Your Board of Directors normally meets 
at 7 PM on the first Tuesday of each month 
in the VMT conference room. Members are 
always welcome to attend. Please contact me 
if you have questions or comments. 

The Timetable
December 7 & 8, 2013 – Candy Cane 

Express. Celebrate the holidays at the VMT! 
Train rides by Roanoke Chapter, take your 
own pictures with Santa, decorate an orna-
ment for your tree, family friendly activities, 
model train displays, and more! Saturday 
10 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. Help 
from Chapter members needed. Contact 
Gary Gray, ggrayrke@msn.com.

December 7 & 14 – Old Dominion 
Chapter’s Santa Claus Train, Dillwyn, VA. 
www.odcnrhs.org. (SOLD OUT, check back 
for Spring trips)

December 19 - Annual Chapter Holiday 
Gathering, Calvary Baptist Church, Roanoke, 
6 pm. Parking and entrance are in the back 
of the church. Help is needed for set up 
beginning at 3 pm. The Chapter provides 
meat, place settings, and drinks. Please 
bring your favorite side dish or dessert. 
As always, guests of members are wel-
come. Contact Bonnie Molinary or Kathy 
Overholser.

January 2014 – New Amtrak national time-
table to be issued.

January 16, 2014 – Next Roanoke Chapter 
meeting, 730 PM, O. Winston Link Museum 
GE auditorium. Program: Continuation of 
1218 video, the return to operating service 
and the first trips, from Roanoke. Courtesy 
of Dave Meashey.

January 17 to 19 , 2014 – Railroad 
Passenger Car Alliance (RPCA) annual confer-
ence, Branson, Missouri. www.rpca.com.

January 24 & 25 – Link at Ten, celebra-
tion of the tenth anniversary of the open-
ing of the O. Winston Link Museum. On 
Friday, events begin with the exhibition by 
Ian Ruhter: Silver & Light. The evening will 
feature a night photo-shoot featuring Link’s 
favorite engine, the 1218, facilitated by both 
Ian and NS photographer Casey Thomason. 

Track Upgrades 
Work continues on the Norfolk Southern 

track upgrades in the vicinity of the N&W 
Passenger station/downtown area in 
Roanoke. A new double crossover, named 
McKibben, has been installed on the 
Roanoke District near the former N&W 
Foundry building, replacing 65 Crossover 
and 95 Crossover. New wayside signals 
throughout downtown have been installed 
but most have not yet been cut in. Other 
track improvements to increase speed of 
northbound and eastbound trains through 
downtown Roanoke will likely continue in 
2014.

Virginian Station Update
By Skip Salmon 

As far as I know we are still waiting for 
VDOT to approve our advertising for bids 
for Phase II. One bit of news to announce: 
the Norfolk and Western Historical Society 
Board approved donating the large pendu-
lum clock that was used at the Yard Office in 
the Roanoke Virginian Yard for crews to set 
their watches (it was calibrated every hour 
by Western Union) has been donated for our 
project. We plan to make it a centerpiece for 
a display at the Station. When the Virginian 
Brethren visited the N&WHS Archives, just 
after it was first donated, almost all of them 
immediately and simultaneously went to the 
clock and began to tell stories about calibrat-
ing their watches by it. Plans are being made 
to have it repaired and to be in working 
order when we use it for display.

Boones Mill Depot Update
The Roanoke Times on November 2 

reported that Norfolk Southern has granted 
the town of Boones Mill more time to move 
the historic N&W depot and save it from 
demolition. The new deadline for the town 

to move the depot to a new site is May 1, 
2014. Town officials have been working to 
save the depot, originally built in the early 
1900s, in hopes of restoring and using it as 
a public space. Franklin County has agreed 
to a land swap that will accommodate the 
depot. In a letter, Norfolk Southern’s F. Blair 
Wimbush, vice president for real estate, said 
it was clear the town had made “excellent 
progress toward accomplishing its objec-
tive.” Boones Mill town officials have begun 
pursing grant opportunities to fund the 
project.

Smart Way Connector Bus 
Update

In the 3rd Quarter Turntable Times we 
reported on the Smart Way Connector 
Bus improvements. One “glitch” was the 
inability to book a discounted Amtrak ticket 
(Senior, AAA, NARP) using the bus. Well, 
that has apparently been corrected. You can 
now book Senior tickets from Roanoke or 
Blacksburg, and you get the 15% discount 
from regular fares on the bus, too. Click on 
the “Other Discounts” tab for AAA, NARP, 
Military, etc. For the cheapest tickets, usu-
ally over 14 days out, booking the Adult fare 
still gets the best fare overall because of the 
25% discount most days on the Regional 
train. Try booking both ways (adult and 
discount) to be sure you get the best price. 
www.Amtrak.com, or 1-800-USA-RAIL. One 
further restriction on the Amtrak ticket 
when using the bus is the requirement of 
a paper ticket; eTickets cannot be used. 
Your ticket will be mailed to you, or if your 
departure is within a few days, you must 
call Amtrak at the number above to book 
the ticket. So for convenience there will 
still be times when you will want to book 
your Amtrak ticket from Lynchburg, get your 
eTicket, and just pay the $4 directly to the 
Smart Way Connector bus driver. Seats are 
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Holiday Greetings
The staff of Turntable Times wishes you 

and your family a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays! 

Ken Miller, Publisher and Historian 
Jim Overholser, Editor 

Dorr Tucker, Contributing Editor

Holiday Gathering
Our annual Holiday Gathering will be 

Calvary Baptist Church, 6 PM, Thursday, 
December 19, our regular meeting night. Set 
up begins at 3 PM and help is always appre-
ciated. This is our big Chapter social event 
of the year. The Chapter provides meat, 
place settings and drinks. Please bring your 
favorite side dish or dessert. Our President 
will do a year in review and officers for 2014 
will be announced. Enter from the back 
parking lot of the church. As always, guests 
of members are welcome.

Fire Up 611! Challenge Grant
By Jeff Sanders, President

The original 611 challenge grant, 
announced in the 3rd Quarter Turntable 

Times, said that we would match, dollar-for-
dollar, all donations of Chapter members 
to the Fire Up 611! campaign up to $5,000. 
That challenge was fulfilled by the end of 
October! We thank all members for step-
ping up and helping out! Because of that 
success, the Board has authorized another 
$5,000 challenge. Donations must be made 
directly to and payable to the Chapter and 
mailed to Jim Cosby, Treasurer, P.O. 13222, 
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222. Please note in 
the Memo line “Fire Up 611.” Once again, 
if your employer has a matching grant pro-
gram, please send completed forms from 
your employer with your donation, and it 
will also be processed and forwarded for the 
611.

This second grant will be honored by 
members until the earliest of the following: 
1) the match is complete at $5,000, or 2) 
December 31, 2013. This is the last exten-
sion of our matching grant we will be able 
to make. (UPDATE: As of November 23, 
only $878.50 of the second $5,000 matching 
challenge had not been subscribed.) We are 
very pleased by the participation of Chapter 
members in this important campaign. When 
finished, the Chapter and members will 
have been responsible for raising $20,000.00 
toward putting 611 back under steam! 
Thank you for your generous support! Also 
see another report on the Fire up 611 fund-
raising efforts elsewhere in this newsletter.

Safety First!
By Jeff Sanders, President

As we all know, there is a lot of work tak-
ing place on Norfolk Southern tracks in the 
area of the O. Winston Link Museum, where 
we hold our monthly meetings.

I want to ask everyone who attends our 
meetings to be especially careful, particu-
larly as members sometime congregate out-
side while waiting for the museum doors to 
open.

PLEASE, under NO circumstances, should 
anyone be near the tracks, whether there is 
any train movement, or not. Parents, please 
do NOT let your youngsters get close to the 
tracks! Adults, do NOT let any other adults 
get near the tracks! There are too many 
chances for injury around the tracks, and 
we certainly do not want anyone to experi-
ence that. And as a reminder, railroad tracks 
are PRIVATE PROPERTY and should not be 
trespassed upon.

Let’s all practice the age-old railroad slo-
gan, “SAFETY FIRST!” We want everyone to 
be around to enjoy our railroad experiences.
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Saturday will be full of activities for the 
entire family, tours of both the East End 
Locomotive Shops and Freight Car America, 
children’s activities, the NS Exhibit Car, 
Vendors, and more to come. www.linkmu-
seum.org. 

February 15 & 16 – George Washington’s 
Train Show, Chesapeake and Ohio Historical 
Society, the Clifton Forge Armory Clifton 
Forge, VA. www.candoheritage.org/.

Spring 2014 – 21st Century Steam, Norfolk 
Southern and Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum. http://tvrail.com/pages/21st-Centu-
ry-Steam

May 29 to June 1 – Streamliners at 
Spencer, a four-day event for lovers of classic 
cab units of the 1930s through the 1950s. At 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum. 
Tickets for the event will go on sale in 
early 2014. Will VMT’s Wabash E-8 No. 
1009, undergoing restoration in the NS East 
End Shops, be ready to attend this event? 
Hopefully so. www.nctrans.org for updated 
information.

June 10 to 14 – NRHS National 
Convention, Springdale, Arkansas. www.
nrhs.com. The Arkansas and Missouri 
Railroad will be the major attraction with 
their famous fleet of ALCO locomotives han-
dling three days of charter passenger trains.

June 25 to 29 – N-Scalers national model 
railroad convention, Sheraton Hotel and 
Conference Center, Roanoke. Note that this 
is at the same time as the N&WHS conven-
tion. www.nationalnscaleconvention.com

June 26 to 29 – N&W Historical Society 
annual convention, to be held in Roanoke. 
www.nwhs.org.

In Memory
by Ken Miller

Usually, we reserve this space for things 
that directly have to do with chapter 

activities. We tend to remember folks who 

are the big names, Bob and Graham Claytor, 
David Morgan, H. Reid, etc. I wanted to rec-
ognize someone who’s name virtually 99.9 
percent of those ever reading this will not 
recognize or know. I’ll also admit that I did 
not know his personal story either, but in 
my dealings with him, found him to be a 
outstanding person, one who never really 
wanted, or saw the limelight. John D. Sledd 
worked in the mechanical department of 
Norfolk Southern, he hired in 1970 and 
spent his entire 41 year career there before 
retiring in 2011. By then, he had been relo-
cated to Atlanta away from Roanoke as was 
typical of the department. I was first intro-
duced to John in 1988 when I was trying to 
purchase my Virginian cab No. 342. With the 
end of Virginia’s caboose law, I wanted to 
save a Virginian cab. John, as part of his job, 
was responsible for the handling of the cabs 
and some other surplus equipment. 

The railroad got tons of requests for cabs 
for donations to every town, church, or 
charitable organization. Generally as many 
requests as there were cabs. I was different, 
I wanted to purchase one, and one specific 
cab, with three alternatives. I also wanted to 
get one for the Roanoke Chapter as well, but 
that through donation. On July 4th, a friend 
and I had inspected the fourteen stored 
cabs at Princeton, West Virginia and came 
up with a list of the best candidate and 
three alternatives. I then proceeded to ask 
my contacts how to proceed with the best 
chance of success. One friend had talked 
with the mechanical department and made 
contact with John, who despite his protests 
otherwise, was, at least to some extent, 
interested in this type of thing. I wrote a 
letter to NS, requesting to purchase the cab 
and about a month later, got a response say-
ing that no cabs were available for sale. That 
did not stop me, however. So, after talking 
with John and him seeing how serious I 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

February 21, 2014. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Amtrak was in Roanoke on a frigid Christmas Eve 1975 as 

#54, the eastbound Mountaineer heads out for Norfolk from the 
Shenandoah Ave. station with a 1956 built ex-Union Pacific EMD 
E-9 on the point. Roanokers are awaiting for these colors to return 
to the Star City soon with service slated for DC and beyond and a 
new station proposed for Norfolk Avenue. Dorr Tucker Photo.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 16, 2014. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Don't miss our Annual Holiday Gathering on Thursday, 
December 19 at Clavary Baptist Church. See details elsewhere in 
this issue.

Meeting Notice
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was about this, John went to some effort to 
save the 342 for me until permission could 
be had from Norfolk to sell a caboose. He 
arranged to have it moved to Roanoke where 
it would be safer, as Princeton was a van-
dalism target. The 342 moved around town 
quite a bit over the next few months, but it 
was still on John’s radar. 

As requests for donations got approved, 
John would try and arrange for delivery. 
By then I was a every few week visitor to 
his office, and we’d talk about the cabs and 
such and he’d ask me what I’d send where, 
gladly offering my opinion, we arranged for 
some cabs to go places that they would be 
more appropriate, i.e. Nickle Plate cabs out 
to the NKP territory, Wabash cabs to Wabash 
territory, etc. Now not everyone got what 
they wanted or needed, but we tried to fig-
ure out the best places. 

Many of the groups requesting cabs 
really had very little idea of how big and 
heavy they are. John said that a lot of folks 
thought you could simply drop one on the 
back of a pickup truck and haul it off down 
the road. More than a few that had been 
donated simply never got where they were 
going because the new owner did not have a 
means to handle the cab and move it off the 
railroad. 

A lot of folks were appalled at the poor 
condition of the cabs as well, and thought 
they should look brand new inside and out. 
It must have been frustrating to John to 
deal with all these calls. Regardless he was 
always pleasant, had a quick quip or joke to 
tell. Finally, almost 9 months after starting 
the process, I stopped by for a visit and John 
said, “guess what, we finally got permission 
to sell a single caboose, do you still want 
it?” I immediately said yes, and went over to 
material management to write them a check 
for $3,750 for the 342. 

That was early April of 1989. The 342 

was delivered a week later. I spent the 
summer working to fix the exterior and in 
September, it was going to be part of the 
display equipment for the Roanoke Railway 
Festival. The cab was pulled from 9th Street 
and taken over and placed on the business 
car tracks. I went over that afternoon, late, 
to check it out, and standing next to the 
motive power building looking at the cab 
parked there was John Sledd. I walked up 
and spoke. He said “maybe someday you can 
get yours looking that good.” I said that was 
mine, and he sort of did a double take, then 
had to walk over and see it. Then he asked 
if he sold it to me with those nice wheelsets 
on it. I said yes. Immediately he said he 
needed those back! We laughed and he went 
on back inside to finish up his day.

I continued to have occasional dealings with 
John over the next few years, but with changes 
in my work and life, did not see him often, 
but we occasionally spoke on the phone. Then 
they transferred the mechanical department 
to Atlanta, and we lost touch, except through 
another contact within the company. When I 
sold the 342 to the town of Victoria in 2005, it 
was dedicated in June of 2006 and I went and 
spoke at the dedication, specifically mention-
ing John and his assistance. 

In early May, I saw in the Roanoke Times 
obituaries that a John David Sledd of Georgia 
had passed away on May 2. I knew with a pain 
in my gut it was indeed him, but wanted to 
confirm. Sadly, it was indeed my friend, who 
had barely two years to enjoy his early retire-
ment.

So, for all those places with former N&W, 
VGN, NKP etc. cabooses, perhaps your life 
was touched by this quiet, gentleman that 
you never really had the pleasure of know-
ing. He did care, and made efforts far beyond 
what was necessary to make things happen. 
Godspeed John, and I’ll miss you.
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

December 19 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 16 - General Meeting
February 4 - Board Meeting
February 20 - General Meeting
March 4 - Board Meeting
March 20 - General Meeting
April 1 - Board Meeting
April 17 - General Meeting
May 6 - Board Meeting
May 15 - General Meeting
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The Official Newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

Officers and Directors - 2014

Please support or officers and directors for 
the upcoming year as elected by the board 

at their meeting of December 2, 2014. Our 
board meets at the VMT Conference Room on 
the first Tuesday of every month (see schedule 
at right). Visitors are welcome.

President - Jeff Sanders
Vice President - Gary Gray

Treasurer - Jim Cosby
Secretary -  Lewis Foster

National Representative - Carl Jensen
Director at large - Landon Gregory

Director at large - Ken Miller
Director at large - Eddie Mooneyham

Director at large - Skip Salmon
Happy Holidays
from the Turntable Times Staff




