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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

May 17 - Chapter Meeting
June 5 - Board Meeting
June 21 - Chapter Meeting
July 3 - Board Meeting
July 19 - Chapter Meeting
August 7 - Board Meeting
August 11 - Lynchburg Rail Day, visit 

the Blue Ridge Chapter Website for 
more details!

August 16 - Chapter Meeting
September 4 - Board Meeting
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to allow our four Chapter Officers to secure 
a construction loan for the Virginian Station 
Restoration Project.

After discussion, we changed our excur-
sion priority dates to November 10-11 as first 
choice. After further discussion, we decided 
to make Spencer our Saturday destination, 
and Shenandoah with a short trip north of 
Shenandoah, our Sunday destination. 

Like a Phoenix arising from the ashes. 
Skip Salmon records  the Chapter's 
Virginian Passenger Station undergoing a 
transformation beginning in February (top left) through early May 2012 (bottom right).
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

August 3, 2012. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
 No words can adequately express what we feel on seeing the 

group of photos on the cover of this month's issue. It is, for some 
of us, days we thought we'd never see! Skip Salmon goes by every 
week and records the weekly progress. Beginning on February 
20, 2012, and most recently with May 3, 2012. Of course, further 
work has continued since then, and the roof now has plywood and 
tarpaper over it. We hope to place more photos on our website as 
time and space permit.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, June 
21, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our July meeting well be held Thursday July 19 at 7:30 pm. 
August monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, August 16.

Meeting Notice
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Sunday trip on November 11 will take us 
over the “Shenandoah Valley Route” 133 
miles north to the town and railway division 
point of Shenandoah. As an adjunct to the 
Sunday trip we will operate a 50 mile round 
trip “veterans local” from Shenandoah to 
the north end of Vaughan during the normal 
lay over in the town.

Both trips will be Amtrak charters similar 
to our recent fall excursions operated for 
the last three years. For this year we plan 
to add more of the preferred dome seats in 
first class .

We don't have pricing information year 
except to say that we don't expect major 
changes. The schedule will be released 
upon approval and conformation by Norfolk 
Southern and Amtrak. 

These trips should be a real tribute to our 
veterans and we hope many of them will be 
aboard. Even as late as the Vietnam Conflict 
extra sleepers were commonplace on trains 
3 & 4 passing through Roanoke. We hope all 
members will have a chance to participate 
in these excursions either by signing up to 
work aboard or helping with sales and pro-
motion.

Summary Of Board/Trip 
Meetings, April 3 & 10

By President Jeff Sanders
Membership stands at 155. 
After a discussion about Chapter Life 

membership, the Board approved  rescind-
ing Section 2 number 6 under Chapter 
By-Law Article II “Membership in the 
Corporation” and Section 3 paragraph E 
under “Dues” (that part applying to lifetime 
membership); thus eliminating the Life 
Membership category.  Treasurer’s Report:  
See file copy.

Mechanical: Bill Mason reported that 
C&W No. No. 662 wiring for lights complete 
and tested.  We have a contract with Chris 

McBride for exterior painting.  Fred Boettner 
is cutting a new floor for No. 662 cab.  S. R. 
Winegard is providing technical support for 
No. 662 cab interior colors.  Brake work for 
No. 41 and No. 522.  Gary Gray said that he 
is working to get radiators, gaskets, main 
generator brushes and holders and traction 
motor brushes for T-6 No. 41. Gary is work-
ing with TVRM about leasing No. 537 and 
expects a contract soon. Eddie is working 
with Spencer about using our No. 522 for 
their Rail Day including insurance, travel, 
costs, repair and contract issues. Bill Mason 
reported that Graham-White will provide 
brake valves needed for our two diesel loco-
motives at no charge.  Gary Gray reported 
that the New Hope Valley No. 17 steam 
engine will be moved by truck (by Will 
Harris) for this event. After discussion, the 
Board decided to donate $500 toward mov-
ing the engine and also having VMT to sell 
tickets and keep the proceeds to go toward 
that cost. It is reported that we have several 
groups interested in purchasing the 1148. 

Carl Jensen reported we will get a bal-
lot soon to vote on national leadership.  
Next Board meeting is April 20, 2012 in 
Richmond.  There will be a bus tour of VMT 
and OWL during the meeting. Carl is han-
dling details for event. 

Virginian Station:  Skip gave a report 
of the March 7, 2012 Groundbreaking 
Ceremony and told of progress at the 
Station: Entire roof is off both buildings and 
most of asbestos has been cleaned up.  Jim 
Cosby expressed the need to stay ahead of 
contractor payments and grant re-imburse-
ments. After a discussion, Jim moved to 
authorize our Chapter Treasurer to transfer 
and use up to $100,000 of Chapter funds for 
construction costs, on loan, to be repaid out 
of a construction loan or grants. Second was 
Gary Gray; motion passed. It was agreed to 
proceed with last month’s passed motion 



9

Mixed Freight – March & April
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

By the time you read this, Spring will 
probably be in full gear. For a lot of us, 

Ole Man Winter was pretty kind this time 
around. Despite the fact that it is nearly 
four months into 2012, I will mention 
a few more milestones for 2011, espe-
cially since the milestones are of a local 
nature for Roanoke and my hometown of 
Danville. 2011 marked 50 years since the 
arrival of H. Reid’s VIRGINIAN RAILWAY 
book. This was and still is one of the most 
respected books covering that fallen flag. 
The Virginian Railway has been gone from 
the railroad scene for over 50 years but is 
still lives and even flourishes in the hearts 
of many. The rock band Kiss has an army. 
The Virginian Railway has a nation. 2011 
marked a decade since our beloved friend 
Mr. O. Winston Link was called home by the 
Creator in January 2001. 2011 marked 30 
years since Robert B. Claytor, President and 
CEO of the Norfolk And Western Railway, 
declared his company’s full support of cel-
ebrating Roanoke’s 100 Year Centennial by 
releasing Class J number 611 from the then 
Roanoke Transportation Museum. It was 
moved to Southern Railway’s Birmingham, 
Alabama, Steam Facility for restoration. 
2011 also marked 100 years since the build-
ing of the Danville and Western Railroad 
from Danville to Spray and Draper located 
in North Carolina. It became the Carolina 
and Northwestern subsidiary of Southern 
Railway ad is still an active line for today’s 
Norfolk Southern.

Notable milestones for 2012 are as fol-
lows. It marks 50 years for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation, which started 
out as the Roanoke Transportation Museum. 
2012 marks 40 years since the creation of 
the Chessie System Railroads by merging 

the B&O, C&O, and Western Maryland. This 
was a blow to WM fans as a lot of that rail-
road was abandoned in favor of the parallel 
B&O. 30 years ago back in 1982 the Union 
Pacific took over both the Missouri Pacific 
and Western Pacific. 40 years ago back in 
1972 the Illinois Central and Gulf, Mobile 
and Ohio coupled to create the Illinois 
Central Gulf. Most of the former GM&O has 
been spun off into a number of shortlines 
or regionals. As a result of the spinoffs, the 
name Illinois Central returned many years 
ago and the IC is now under the corporate 
umbrella of Canadian National. Going back 
to Union Pacific, it turns 150 years old this 
year.

As everyone who is involved with the 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS or is a fan of NS and 
its predecessors knows, 2012 June 1st will 
mark the 30 year anniversary of Norfolk 
Southern. For me, the highlight of 2011 
was photographing the 30 year Anniversary 
locomotive special NS assembled for pub-
licity photos which operated between 
Roanoke and Glasgow on the former N&W 
Shenandoah Division. Weatherwise it was 
PERFECT. My favorite four-axle locomo-
tive has always been EMD’s GP30 and to 
see a trio in the fallen flag schemes of SR, 
N&W (Roanoke Chapter’s), and CR was 
truly a sight to behold. It was also gratify-
ing that NS employed a good ole fashion 
SD40-2 to lead the consist versus a new 
safety cab model. It would have been even 
more appealing if they would assemble a 
train of predecessor fallen flag freight cars. 
Maybe that will happen for a forty or fifty 
year anniversary. I also admired the way 
NS management accommodated us non-
company photographers that day. I didn’t 
experience any of “You guys can’t be here or 
there.” The only request I encountered was 
that we move to one side of the track or 
other before a southbound 37Q arrived at a 
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Blue Ridge Chapter – The annual 
Lynchburg Rail Day railroad and model show 
will be Saturday, August 11. This is a great 
rail show close to Roanoke. On Saturday, 
August 25, there will be an excursion using 
the regular Amtrak Regional train from 
Lynchburg to Manassas, VA, and return to 
see the 2nd Battle of Manassas Festival. 
You can use the Smart Way Connector from 
the Roanoke and New River Valleys to get 
to Amtrak at Lynchburg every day for $4. 
Roundtrip Amtrak fare should be $44 if you 
book at least two weeks in advance (the 
Regional train and bus connection are doing 
extremely well). Anyone can attend by just 
buying their own train tickets. See www.
BlueRidgeNRHS.org, www.Amtrak.com, and 
www.SmartWayBus.com for more info.

AAPRCO Convention – The American 
Association of Private Railroad Car Owners 
special train is scheduled to stop overnight 
in Roanoke September 30, then departing at 
1 PM on October 1 for Washington, DC, via 
Front Royal. The train will be coming from 
Chattanooga, TN.

Saturday, May 12, 2012  
Steam Returns To Roanoke 

For the first time in 17 years an opera-
tional steam locomotive was hauling pas-

sengers in our Star City. Although the “train” 
didn't leave the yard limits about 1,600 pas-
sengers enjoyed the quarter mile ride in the 
Chapter tool car and two cabooses on the old 
freight station lead at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation. The locomotive, No. 17, is 
a 0-4-0T built by Vulcan Locomotive Works 
in 1941 that runs on used motor oil. 

Bev Fitzpatrick, director of VMT, arranged 
for the little tank engine to be trucked to 
Roanoke from the New Hope Valley Railroad 
in New Hill, NC. With only a $2 ticket 
charge and ideal spring weather, a never 
ending crowd showed up to hear whistles 

from N&W class A & J locomotives that were 
attached for the two day event. A massive 
cloud of billowing black smoke was more 
like the aforementioned locomotives due to 
the used motor oil fuel.. Our crew headed, 
by conductors Gary Gray & Bill Mason, were 
assisted by head brakemen John Boettcher 
and Skip Salmon. 

Sightings By Chance
By Dorr Tucker

My first encounter with one of the new 
NS heritage painted units (there will 

now be 20 total) occurred on April 12 when 
I saw a ribbon of green seemingly replacing 
the Virginian Station roof. The green mirage 
turned out to be ES44AC #8099K resplen-
dent in green & white with gold lettering. A 
few days later Richard Shell caught the 8103 
in N&W "Pevler blue" near the Campbell 
Avenue Wye. Again on April 28 I was lucky 
to catch Central of Georgia painted 8101 just 
west of Jefferson Street in South Yard.

With the two sightings by chance and with 
all 10 of the EMD's not yet out of the paint 
shop I decided not to seek out the colorful 
heritage locomotives and leave any future 
encounters up to chance. I have resolved to 
forgo any road trips to Delbarton or Solitude. 
I don't have the time nor can I afford the 
gas. And best of all, I think I'll get a bet-
ter variety here in Roanoke. What could be 
better than yellow & black at the Virginian 
Station? It is just a matter of time. 

Save The Date - Veterans Day 
Specials

Roanoke Chapter will operate two spe-
cial passenger trains on Veterans Day 

Weekend this coming November. On 
Saturday November 10 we will go to the 
North Carolina Transportation Museum at 
Spencer 180 miles from Roanoke on the 
main line of the old Southern Railway. Our 



pellets were packed into silk bags to be used 
in the cannons. The gunners placed the pro-
jectile in the breech of the gun with power 
equipment and then packed the number 
of bags of gunpowder behind it necessary 
for the distance to be shot. The gunpowder 
was shipped in trucks that had to cross the 
Norfolk and Western Railway over a grade 
crossing in Dublin.

At that time the N&W was still using 
streamlined “J” class steam engines on all of 
the through Southern trains between Bristol, 
VA, and Monroe, Va. Train Number 46, the 
Tennessean, passed Dublin about 1:30 PM. 
One of the gunpowder truck drivers must 
have eaten too much lunch or something 
and wasn’t paying attention and ran right 
in front of No. 46. That was one classic 
T-boned truck. The truck was pretty much 
demolished but the engine didn’t derail 
which was fortunate. After all of the fresh 
scrap metal was picked out of the engine, 
No. 46 came on to Roanoke although it lost 
a couple of hours on the schedule. When it 
rolled into town you could hardly see the 
engine for the steam leaking out of every 
joint. Dublin should be very thankful that 
the truck was empty going back for more 
gunpowder. Aside from the damage to the 
engine, the engine cab really wasn’t fit for 
human occupancy. 73s

The Timetable
Construction continues at the Virginian 

station. As a reminder, the Virginian station 
is a construction zone and no one is allowed 
on the property except authorized person-
nel. Chapter President Jeff Sanders reminds 
everyone to refer questions to Virginian 
Station Committee Chairman Jim Cosby, 
phone 989-3198. To avoid confusion, he is 
the only person authorized to provide infor-
mation to the media.

Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation – 

All Chapter members and friends are invited 
to attend the Foundation meeting Thursday, 
May 24, beginning at 6 PM with a reception 
at our usual Chapter meeting location, the 
O. Winston Link Museum theater. Chapter 
Secretary “Mr. Virginian” Skip Salmon will 
present the program “Past and Future of the 
Virginian Station.” Admission is free.

High Bridge State Park – The last part of 
the High Bridge State Park on the former 
N&W Railway right of way near Farmville, 
VA, opened April 7. This is the High Bridge 
itself and reports say it is spectacular.

O. Winston Link Museum – June 2 
is Celebration at the Station: NS 30th 
Anniversary Party, 10 AM to 3 PM. A Norfolk 
Southern locomotive is planned for display. 
As a reminder, Roanoke Chapter members 
are considered Link Museum members and 
enjoy free admission and 10% off in the 
Museum Shop. See www.LinkMuseum.org.

Virginia Museum of Transportation – N&W 
locomotive 1776 has been repainted (pic-
tures show it is grand looking) and is back 
in Roanoke, but in hiding until a celebration 
at VMT on July 4. More information at www.
VMT.org.

NRHS Convention – The national conven-
tion (June 18-24) is in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and 
includes inbound and outbound trains from 
Chicago via the Union Pacific (former C&NW 
Railroad). The 2013 convention will be in 
Alaska, in September. More info at www.
NRHS.com.

NRHS RailCamp – There are two teen 
RailCamps this year – July 8 to 13 in 
Scranton, PA, and July 29 to August 4 in 
Tacoma and Seattle, WA. Check out www.
NRHS.com for more info or contact Carl 
Jensen. Financial aid may be available.

N&W Historical Society – The N&WHS’s 
annual convention will be in Lynchburg this 
year, June 21 to June 24. More info at www.
NWHS.org. 

grade crossing in Lithia. I and two other rail-
fans astonished a trainmaster with the con-
tents of our conversation concerning freight 
train operations on a typical Sunday. “My 
goodness, you guys know more about what’s 
going on out there than I do.”

Many years ago I reported on the dissat-
isfaction of Horseshoe Curve visitors with 
heavy vegetation growth obscuring the view. 
Well, it’s on again and as of this writing, I 
don’t know if the issue has been addressed 
yet.

It has been a number of years since 
I have filed a report on the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad Historical 
Society. The organization is doing well finan-
cially and in its fulfilling of its mission. Like 
a lot of groups, it has experienced either a 
leveling off or slight decrease in member-
ship. Ironically we gained a growth of 40 
more people between January 1st and March 
3rd the day of our winter meeting, which 
placed our membership at 391. Our goal is 
to attain 430 by years end. The meetings 
are interesting and informative. To quote 
Comedian Bill Cosby, “If you’re not care-
ful, you might jes learn something.” At our 
March meeting, a lecture was presented on 
the history and mechanics of telegraphy 
employing Morse code. A lady, the daugh-
ter of one of our members who is a retired 
tower operator for the RF&P, came attired 
in clothing for that period of time. She is 
a member of an organization dedicated to 
keeping the skills of telegraphy alive.

Tagging/graffiti can be a touchy subject 
with the railfan community. Believe it or 
not some railfans are fine with it. The feel-
ings are even more intense with the railroad 
modelers. I receive weekly emails from 
TRAINS magazine and recently I paid their 
TRAINS FORUM a visit. For some reason I 
decided to read the rules for participating 
in the Forum. One of the top “don’ts” was 

bringing up the graffiti/tagging subject. I 
contacted an associate that I have known 
for a number of years to get some insight. 
He informed me that some people got so 
worked up about it that it was starting to 
defeat the purpose for the forum. Most of 
the fans that got so worked up were the 
ones on my side of the issue who just stead-
fastly hate it. Some folks were not afraid to 
identify themselves and this in turn could 
lead to trackside skirmishes.

On the lighter side, those of you who use 
older calendars for present years may use 
calendars from 1984 and 2001 starting with 
the month of March. Leap year 2012 is an 
interesting year in that three months begin 
on the first day of the week, Sunday. Those 
months are January, April, and July.

Mixed Freight – May & June
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

B&O fans and fans of railroad towers 
take note. An all out effort is in prog-

ress to save the West Brunswick Tower up 
in Brunswick, Maryland. The former B&O 
tower was closed in December 2011 after 
100 years of service. The City of Brunswick 
has developed a plan to move the tower 
about a quarter mile west of its current 
location to be close to the MARC depot. 
Believe it or not, CSX has agreed to post-
pone demolition as long as the fund raising 
effort continues. It has been estimated that 
an amount between $20,000 and $25,000 
will be required for the move. As of March, 
$5,000 has been raised. If you are interested 
in making a contribution and/or keeping up 
with the progress, visit www.savingwb.com.

How about those Norfolk Southern 
Heritage Units. They are without a doubt 
the number one topic for a lotta railfans, 
especially those who reside within close 
proximity to Norfolk Southern. I had an 
idea the other day. What if NS had placed 
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these units in service without the advance 
notice to the public. Think about it. You 
are out railfaning along an NS route and 
a freight shows up with an H. U. Using 
today’s social media you report it to railfan 
comrades. Meanwhile, others elsewhere are 
seeing these units. Everyone is wondering 
what is going on. Contacting NS or your per-
sonal NS contacts proves fruitless since the 
company is being hush-hush until the final 
unit is released. Another aspect to consider, 
the models produced by the model railroad 
industry once licensing is secured.

PERSONAL COMMENTARY: As most of 
you know, the long awaited opening of 
the former Norfolk & Western Railway 
High Bridge just east of Farmville, Virginia, 
occurred on Friday, April 6th. It is the main 
point of interest for the 31 mile High Bridge 
Trail State Park. As expected, it received a 
lot of media coverage especially with a vari-
ety of publications. My gripe is this. Of all 
the coverage I read or heard, the focus was 
on the bridge’s role during the Civil War. 
Nothing was mentioned about the bridge’s 
function of carrying trains across a small val-
ley nearly a half mile in distance. Nothing 
was mentioned on the history as to why 
the railroad was constructed when another 
railroad line owned by the N&W was located 
just miles to the south. The way a number 
of media sources covered the High Bridge, 
one would think the Civil War was the sole 
reason for the bridge’s existence. Granted, 
there are a lot of Civil War hobbyists out 
there. I’m just saying that the entire purpose 
for High Bridge should have been presented. 
For more info on high Bridge and the High 
Bridge State Park, email them at highbridget-
rail@dcr.virginia.gov or write them at 6888 
Green Bay Road, Green Bay Va 23942, or 
phone 434-315-0457.

Local News

News was received on May 12 of the 
passing of chapter member Wanda 

Troutman. Cause of death was from a mas-
sive heart attack. It was a real shock to all 
of us. Wanda has headed up the Chapter 
excursion first class operations for a number 
of years, served as Chapter treasurer, and 
was a member since 1974. Husband Bernard 
Troutman, son Bernie and wife Sherrie, and 
grandchildren Christopher and Holly are in 
our thoughts and prayers. Wanda will be 
greatly missed by everyone. 

Condolences to Bill Honeycutt on the 
recent death of his mother and to Wanda 
Alexander on the death of her sister.

Gary Ballard has been ill but is improving.
Carol Jensen had knee replacement sur-

gery and is doing well with her recovery.
Pam Wefel will be having knee replace-

ment surgery in May.

Norfolk Southern Begins 
"Protect The Line" Program

Members of the public are invited to join 
Norfolk Southern’s new “Protect the Line” 
reporting program, an online resource that 
directly connects with NS police. 

By becoming a Protect the Line member 
at the new Protect the Line website, observ-
ers can report immediately to NS police any 
suspicious activity relating to equipment 
maintenance, track obstructions, trespassing, 
vandalism, suspicious items and vehicles, 
and terrorism.

Norfolk Southern’s Protect the Line and 
BNSF’s Citizens for Rail Security are part of 
an industry-wide initiative that works to 
include everyone with an interest in rail-
roads.

Interested people can access the Protect 
the Line website a number of different 
ways: directly at www.protecttheline.com, 
through the Norfolk Southern website 
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Department crew have long since finished 
the majority of the media blasting and most 
of the engine is now in primer. Rick Rader 
and Tony McCray have cut and welded 
replacement sheet metal panels for areas 
that were too damaged by rust to restore, 
putting in many arduous hours doing so. 
Lewis Foster has completed rewiring the 
locomotive so that the headlights, class 
lights, number boards, and cab lights can be 
lit while on display. 

Recently Eddie Mooneyham has arranged 
for window glass to be installed, and is 
working on the brake system to get it to 
hold air. Fred Boettner is spearheading 
restoration of the cab interior, fabricating 
much of the materials in his home wood 
shop. Mike "The Human Clamp" Preston, Bill 
Mason, Steve Smith, Keith Barnett, Russell 
Chu, Siggy Ritenhour, Jeff Shelton, Chad 
Jordan, and Percy Wilkins have also put in 
many hours of effort, helping to make the 
662 a true showpiece for VMT. 

 Historical adviser S.R. Winegard is provid-
ing guidance and information to be sure that 
the restoration is accurate. S.R.'s dad was an 
engineer on the CW and S.R. spent many 
a day on the short line back in the 1940s & 
50s. Soon contractor Chris McBride will be 
ready to spray paint the locomotive in the 
classic blue/gray and we'll think about start-
ing on our own locomotive No. 663.

Chad Jordan has recently begun working 
on restoring the interior of the Chapter's 
Virginian Railway caboose No. 322. Once the 
exterior of the 662 is complete, there are a 
few small areas on the exterior of the 322 
that need metal work and then the caboose 
will be repainted into original VGN colors.

Work has begun stabilizing Norfolk & 
Western Powhatan Arrow P3 class coach 
No. 538 as well. Windows with leaks have 
been replaced and the interior is again 
weather tight. The next work to be under-

taken will be to replace the vestibule stairs 
and other problem areas with new metal 
and then media blast and prime the coach. 
Applications for several grants are currently 
in progress to help support this effort.

We don't want to forget what Gary Wood 
along with Harold and Chris Hunley are 
doing with our former N&W M-2, 4-8-0 No. 
1118. We will have a complete report on 
their work on this long term project in a 
future issue.

With all the projects going on (both at the 
9th street yard and at VMT) the Mechanical 
Department can use any help that chapter 
members can give. No special skills are 
needed. If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Mechanical Department Chair 
Gary Gray at ggrayrke@msn.com. Work days 
are Saturdays as well as some Sundays and 
are open to all chapter members.

So far this year the Mechanical 
Department has put in over 1,200 hours 
of volunteer labor maintaining and restor-
ing the equipment at 9th street and VMT. 
Regular photos and progress updates on all 
of our projects are posted to http://www.
facebook.com/roanokenrhs/"nokenrhs/ for 
anyone who would like to follow along.

When Number 46 T-Boned a 
Gunpowder Truck

By Joe Fagan

Back in the years before the mid 1950s the 
Radford Arsenal at Radford, VA, made 

gunpowder to be used in the large cannons, 
such as 8 inch and 175 mm artillery and on 
ships. The ammunition for the smaller can-
non was pretty much like small arms bullets 
– all in one piece - but the big stuff would 
be too heavy to handle. Radford Arsenal 
made the gunpowder in pellet form and 
shipped it over to Dublin, about ten miles 
away, where a “bag loading” facility associ-
ated with the arsenal was located. There the 
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at www.nscorp.com, and through BNSF’s 
Citizens for Rail Security website at www.
citizensforrailsecurity.com. Visitors are 
encouraged to register by clicking Protect 
the Line and providing contact informa-
tion. The Protect the Line website explains 
more about the program, and has a link to 
BNSF’s site. (TRAINS Newswire and Norfolk 
Southern)

N&W 611 and 1218 
The City of Roanoke donated former 

Norfolk and Western steam locomotives 
Class J No. 611 and Class A No. 1218 to the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation on April 
2 in a ceremony at the Museum. While the 
engines have been located in the museum 
for years, they were still owned by the City 
of Roanoke and were given to the museum 
on its 50th birthday. The museum was 
founded as the Roanoke Transportation 
Museum in 1962.

Membership Report
Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

The Chapter now has 155 members. 
The 2012 membership renewal season 

has come to a close, and it will soon be time 
for the NRHS National Office to turn their 
attention to the 2013 season.  Important 
steps must be taken to insure that they have 
each chapter member’s up-to-date informa-
tion when preparing dues invoices.  Please 
send any updates in your contact informa-
tion (address, phone, email, etc.) to me at 
the P.O. box or email Terrapin66@cox.net 
no later than June 8th. And if you haven't 
provided me with your email address, you 
will miss out on timely notification of many 
events.

We are saddened to learn of the passing of 
long-time member Wanda Troutman.  Wanda 
had been a Chapter member since 1974.  She 
has been a food-service volunteer on many, 

many of our excursions.  She was a friend to 
all and will certainly be missed.

NRHS Membership Awards

Roanoke Chapter National Director and 
Appalachian Region Vice President Carl 

Jensen (a 53 year NRHS veteran) presented 
NRHS membership awards at the April 19 
Chapter meeting. Shown are Jim Overholser 
receiving his 50 year award and Norris 
Deyerle receiving his 25 year award. Also 
receiving 25 year awards this year are Gary 
Ballard, William Grieser, and John Sherertz. 

Mainline Steam Out Of Roanoke 
This Summer

Norfolk Southern has announced they 
will run Tennessee Valley Railroad 

Museum's ex-Southern Railway consolida-
tion No. 630 out of Roanoke on Saturday 
June 30 and Sunday July 1, 2012. Slated for 
NS employees and their families, as many 
as two trips per day could be operated on 
the 80 mile round trip up Christiansburg 
Mountain and over the Eastern Continental 
Divide. While details may change expect 
two rousing days for both riders and watch-
ers. Unknown at this time is when and over 
what route the deadhead (ferry) moves in 

and out of Roanoke will occur. The Fort 
Wayne Railroad Historical Society's ex-Nickel 
Plate No. 765 will also be used in the steam 
program for some of these excursions, which 
will operate on each NS division. (TRAINS 
Newswire and Norfolk Southern)

Virginian Station Update

Much has been accomplished since the 
ground breaking ceremony at the 

Virginian Station on March 7th. The old roof 
has been completely removed. The terra-
cotta tiles for the new roof will be made by 
the same company that made the old 1909 
tiles. Unfortunately the old plaster had to 
be discarded but the terrazzo floor should 
survive. Workers from sub contractor AAA 
Environmental have cleared up all debris, 
removed all remaining asbestos as well 
as the last vestiges of lead paint. The roof 
trusses have been installed along with the 
plywood roof sections. Don't expect the new 
terra-cotta roof until sometime in June as 
the contractor will focus on trim and win-
dows in the meantime.

Highlighted by the handsome blond brick 
facade, the building  now has a refresh-
ing clean appearance not seen for many 
decades. And be sure to note the Virginian 
roses that were in full bloom in late April. 
If all goes well the primary contractor G & H 
Construction of Salem is aiming for comple-
tion of Construction phase 1 by July.

Look at the cover for a variety of pictures 
by Skip Salmon.

Boones Mill Station

News reports say the former N&W Boones 
Mill, VA, station will be demolished 

by owner Norfolk Southern unless a local 
group can raise funds to have the building 
moved. Contact Lois Slotnick of Boones Mill, 
phone 540-334-2997 or email LoisSlotnick@
embarqmail.com for more information. She 

is coordinating preservation efforts. 

Chesapeake Western No. 662 In 
1958

The June 2012 issue of TRAINS Magazine 
has a color picture of CW 662 taken by 

J. W. Swanberg on September 15, 1958 in 
Harrisonburg, VA. Chapter member S. R. 
Winegard has seen the picture and recog-
nizes his father, Elby Winegard, in the cab.. 
The cap he wore is very distinctive. See the 
Mechanical Update in this issue for more 
information on the restoration of No. 662.

Mechanical Update

Bill Mason reports that Graham-White 
Manufacturing Co. of Salem is supply-

ing air brake equipment for both the former 
N&W 41 (Alco T-6) & 522 (EMD GP-30). This 
donation gives us a substantial savings over 
any purchase of these items. The brake 
systems on both locomotives go out of date 
this year and with the donation we will be 
able to refurbish and re-certify them, allow-
ing us to keep them in service with little or 
no interruption. We wish to thank Graham 
White for their generous donation.

 Eventually, when operating historic 
machinery, components wear out and 
money needs to be spent on replacement 
parts. The aftermarket aluminum radiator 
installed when the chapter refurbished T-6 
No. 41 over 10 years ago has been leaking 
badly for the past few years and is now 
beyond repair. A company that supplies 
newly-built replacement radiators for Alcos 
has been found and two OEM-style radiators 
and new gaskets have arrived and will be 
installed this spring / summer.

Restoration of Virginia Museum of 
Transportation owned Chesapeake Western 
No. 662 (Baldwin DS-4-4-660) has been 
well under way all winter (if we had a win-
ter) by Chapter members. The Mechanical 

Lee Hawkins Photo
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ter) by Chapter members. The Mechanical 

Lee Hawkins Photo



1 1

these units in service without the advance 
notice to the public. Think about it. You 
are out railfaning along an NS route and 
a freight shows up with an H. U. Using 
today’s social media you report it to railfan 
comrades. Meanwhile, others elsewhere are 
seeing these units. Everyone is wondering 
what is going on. Contacting NS or your per-
sonal NS contacts proves fruitless since the 
company is being hush-hush until the final 
unit is released. Another aspect to consider, 
the models produced by the model railroad 
industry once licensing is secured.

PERSONAL COMMENTARY: As most of 
you know, the long awaited opening of 
the former Norfolk & Western Railway 
High Bridge just east of Farmville, Virginia, 
occurred on Friday, April 6th. It is the main 
point of interest for the 31 mile High Bridge 
Trail State Park. As expected, it received a 
lot of media coverage especially with a vari-
ety of publications. My gripe is this. Of all 
the coverage I read or heard, the focus was 
on the bridge’s role during the Civil War. 
Nothing was mentioned about the bridge’s 
function of carrying trains across a small val-
ley nearly a half mile in distance. Nothing 
was mentioned on the history as to why 
the railroad was constructed when another 
railroad line owned by the N&W was located 
just miles to the south. The way a number 
of media sources covered the High Bridge, 
one would think the Civil War was the sole 
reason for the bridge’s existence. Granted, 
there are a lot of Civil War hobbyists out 
there. I’m just saying that the entire purpose 
for High Bridge should have been presented. 
For more info on high Bridge and the High 
Bridge State Park, email them at highbridget-
rail@dcr.virginia.gov or write them at 6888 
Green Bay Road, Green Bay Va 23942, or 
phone 434-315-0457.

Local News

News was received on May 12 of the 
passing of chapter member Wanda 

Troutman. Cause of death was from a mas-
sive heart attack. It was a real shock to all 
of us. Wanda has headed up the Chapter 
excursion first class operations for a number 
of years, served as Chapter treasurer, and 
was a member since 1974. Husband Bernard 
Troutman, son Bernie and wife Sherrie, and 
grandchildren Christopher and Holly are in 
our thoughts and prayers. Wanda will be 
greatly missed by everyone. 

Condolences to Bill Honeycutt on the 
recent death of his mother and to Wanda 
Alexander on the death of her sister.

Gary Ballard has been ill but is improving.
Carol Jensen had knee replacement sur-

gery and is doing well with her recovery.
Pam Wefel will be having knee replace-

ment surgery in May.

Norfolk Southern Begins 
"Protect The Line" Program

Members of the public are invited to join 
Norfolk Southern’s new “Protect the Line” 
reporting program, an online resource that 
directly connects with NS police. 

By becoming a Protect the Line member 
at the new Protect the Line website, observ-
ers can report immediately to NS police any 
suspicious activity relating to equipment 
maintenance, track obstructions, trespassing, 
vandalism, suspicious items and vehicles, 
and terrorism.

Norfolk Southern’s Protect the Line and 
BNSF’s Citizens for Rail Security are part of 
an industry-wide initiative that works to 
include everyone with an interest in rail-
roads.

Interested people can access the Protect 
the Line website a number of different 
ways: directly at www.protecttheline.com, 
through the Norfolk Southern website 
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Department crew have long since finished 
the majority of the media blasting and most 
of the engine is now in primer. Rick Rader 
and Tony McCray have cut and welded 
replacement sheet metal panels for areas 
that were too damaged by rust to restore, 
putting in many arduous hours doing so. 
Lewis Foster has completed rewiring the 
locomotive so that the headlights, class 
lights, number boards, and cab lights can be 
lit while on display. 

Recently Eddie Mooneyham has arranged 
for window glass to be installed, and is 
working on the brake system to get it to 
hold air. Fred Boettner is spearheading 
restoration of the cab interior, fabricating 
much of the materials in his home wood 
shop. Mike "The Human Clamp" Preston, Bill 
Mason, Steve Smith, Keith Barnett, Russell 
Chu, Siggy Ritenhour, Jeff Shelton, Chad 
Jordan, and Percy Wilkins have also put in 
many hours of effort, helping to make the 
662 a true showpiece for VMT. 

 Historical adviser S.R. Winegard is provid-
ing guidance and information to be sure that 
the restoration is accurate. S.R.'s dad was an 
engineer on the CW and S.R. spent many 
a day on the short line back in the 1940s & 
50s. Soon contractor Chris McBride will be 
ready to spray paint the locomotive in the 
classic blue/gray and we'll think about start-
ing on our own locomotive No. 663.

Chad Jordan has recently begun working 
on restoring the interior of the Chapter's 
Virginian Railway caboose No. 322. Once the 
exterior of the 662 is complete, there are a 
few small areas on the exterior of the 322 
that need metal work and then the caboose 
will be repainted into original VGN colors.

Work has begun stabilizing Norfolk & 
Western Powhatan Arrow P3 class coach 
No. 538 as well. Windows with leaks have 
been replaced and the interior is again 
weather tight. The next work to be under-

taken will be to replace the vestibule stairs 
and other problem areas with new metal 
and then media blast and prime the coach. 
Applications for several grants are currently 
in progress to help support this effort.

We don't want to forget what Gary Wood 
along with Harold and Chris Hunley are 
doing with our former N&W M-2, 4-8-0 No. 
1118. We will have a complete report on 
their work on this long term project in a 
future issue.

With all the projects going on (both at the 
9th street yard and at VMT) the Mechanical 
Department can use any help that chapter 
members can give. No special skills are 
needed. If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Mechanical Department Chair 
Gary Gray at ggrayrke@msn.com. Work days 
are Saturdays as well as some Sundays and 
are open to all chapter members.

So far this year the Mechanical 
Department has put in over 1,200 hours 
of volunteer labor maintaining and restor-
ing the equipment at 9th street and VMT. 
Regular photos and progress updates on all 
of our projects are posted to http://www.
facebook.com/roanokenrhs/"nokenrhs/ for 
anyone who would like to follow along.

When Number 46 T-Boned a 
Gunpowder Truck

By Joe Fagan

Back in the years before the mid 1950s the 
Radford Arsenal at Radford, VA, made 

gunpowder to be used in the large cannons, 
such as 8 inch and 175 mm artillery and on 
ships. The ammunition for the smaller can-
non was pretty much like small arms bullets 
– all in one piece - but the big stuff would 
be too heavy to handle. Radford Arsenal 
made the gunpowder in pellet form and 
shipped it over to Dublin, about ten miles 
away, where a “bag loading” facility associ-
ated with the arsenal was located. There the 



pellets were packed into silk bags to be used 
in the cannons. The gunners placed the pro-
jectile in the breech of the gun with power 
equipment and then packed the number 
of bags of gunpowder behind it necessary 
for the distance to be shot. The gunpowder 
was shipped in trucks that had to cross the 
Norfolk and Western Railway over a grade 
crossing in Dublin.

At that time the N&W was still using 
streamlined “J” class steam engines on all of 
the through Southern trains between Bristol, 
VA, and Monroe, Va. Train Number 46, the 
Tennessean, passed Dublin about 1:30 PM. 
One of the gunpowder truck drivers must 
have eaten too much lunch or something 
and wasn’t paying attention and ran right 
in front of No. 46. That was one classic 
T-boned truck. The truck was pretty much 
demolished but the engine didn’t derail 
which was fortunate. After all of the fresh 
scrap metal was picked out of the engine, 
No. 46 came on to Roanoke although it lost 
a couple of hours on the schedule. When it 
rolled into town you could hardly see the 
engine for the steam leaking out of every 
joint. Dublin should be very thankful that 
the truck was empty going back for more 
gunpowder. Aside from the damage to the 
engine, the engine cab really wasn’t fit for 
human occupancy. 73s

The Timetable
Construction continues at the Virginian 

station. As a reminder, the Virginian station 
is a construction zone and no one is allowed 
on the property except authorized person-
nel. Chapter President Jeff Sanders reminds 
everyone to refer questions to Virginian 
Station Committee Chairman Jim Cosby, 
phone 989-3198. To avoid confusion, he is 
the only person authorized to provide infor-
mation to the media.

Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation – 

All Chapter members and friends are invited 
to attend the Foundation meeting Thursday, 
May 24, beginning at 6 PM with a reception 
at our usual Chapter meeting location, the 
O. Winston Link Museum theater. Chapter 
Secretary “Mr. Virginian” Skip Salmon will 
present the program “Past and Future of the 
Virginian Station.” Admission is free.

High Bridge State Park – The last part of 
the High Bridge State Park on the former 
N&W Railway right of way near Farmville, 
VA, opened April 7. This is the High Bridge 
itself and reports say it is spectacular.

O. Winston Link Museum – June 2 
is Celebration at the Station: NS 30th 
Anniversary Party, 10 AM to 3 PM. A Norfolk 
Southern locomotive is planned for display. 
As a reminder, Roanoke Chapter members 
are considered Link Museum members and 
enjoy free admission and 10% off in the 
Museum Shop. See www.LinkMuseum.org.

Virginia Museum of Transportation – N&W 
locomotive 1776 has been repainted (pic-
tures show it is grand looking) and is back 
in Roanoke, but in hiding until a celebration 
at VMT on July 4. More information at www.
VMT.org.

NRHS Convention – The national conven-
tion (June 18-24) is in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and 
includes inbound and outbound trains from 
Chicago via the Union Pacific (former C&NW 
Railroad). The 2013 convention will be in 
Alaska, in September. More info at www.
NRHS.com.

NRHS RailCamp – There are two teen 
RailCamps this year – July 8 to 13 in 
Scranton, PA, and July 29 to August 4 in 
Tacoma and Seattle, WA. Check out www.
NRHS.com for more info or contact Carl 
Jensen. Financial aid may be available.

N&W Historical Society – The N&WHS’s 
annual convention will be in Lynchburg this 
year, June 21 to June 24. More info at www.
NWHS.org. 

grade crossing in Lithia. I and two other rail-
fans astonished a trainmaster with the con-
tents of our conversation concerning freight 
train operations on a typical Sunday. “My 
goodness, you guys know more about what’s 
going on out there than I do.”

Many years ago I reported on the dissat-
isfaction of Horseshoe Curve visitors with 
heavy vegetation growth obscuring the view. 
Well, it’s on again and as of this writing, I 
don’t know if the issue has been addressed 
yet.

It has been a number of years since 
I have filed a report on the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad Historical 
Society. The organization is doing well finan-
cially and in its fulfilling of its mission. Like 
a lot of groups, it has experienced either a 
leveling off or slight decrease in member-
ship. Ironically we gained a growth of 40 
more people between January 1st and March 
3rd the day of our winter meeting, which 
placed our membership at 391. Our goal is 
to attain 430 by years end. The meetings 
are interesting and informative. To quote 
Comedian Bill Cosby, “If you’re not care-
ful, you might jes learn something.” At our 
March meeting, a lecture was presented on 
the history and mechanics of telegraphy 
employing Morse code. A lady, the daugh-
ter of one of our members who is a retired 
tower operator for the RF&P, came attired 
in clothing for that period of time. She is 
a member of an organization dedicated to 
keeping the skills of telegraphy alive.

Tagging/graffiti can be a touchy subject 
with the railfan community. Believe it or 
not some railfans are fine with it. The feel-
ings are even more intense with the railroad 
modelers. I receive weekly emails from 
TRAINS magazine and recently I paid their 
TRAINS FORUM a visit. For some reason I 
decided to read the rules for participating 
in the Forum. One of the top “don’ts” was 

bringing up the graffiti/tagging subject. I 
contacted an associate that I have known 
for a number of years to get some insight. 
He informed me that some people got so 
worked up about it that it was starting to 
defeat the purpose for the forum. Most of 
the fans that got so worked up were the 
ones on my side of the issue who just stead-
fastly hate it. Some folks were not afraid to 
identify themselves and this in turn could 
lead to trackside skirmishes.

On the lighter side, those of you who use 
older calendars for present years may use 
calendars from 1984 and 2001 starting with 
the month of March. Leap year 2012 is an 
interesting year in that three months begin 
on the first day of the week, Sunday. Those 
months are January, April, and July.

Mixed Freight – May & June
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

B&O fans and fans of railroad towers 
take note. An all out effort is in prog-

ress to save the West Brunswick Tower up 
in Brunswick, Maryland. The former B&O 
tower was closed in December 2011 after 
100 years of service. The City of Brunswick 
has developed a plan to move the tower 
about a quarter mile west of its current 
location to be close to the MARC depot. 
Believe it or not, CSX has agreed to post-
pone demolition as long as the fund raising 
effort continues. It has been estimated that 
an amount between $20,000 and $25,000 
will be required for the move. As of March, 
$5,000 has been raised. If you are interested 
in making a contribution and/or keeping up 
with the progress, visit www.savingwb.com.

How about those Norfolk Southern 
Heritage Units. They are without a doubt 
the number one topic for a lotta railfans, 
especially those who reside within close 
proximity to Norfolk Southern. I had an 
idea the other day. What if NS had placed 
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Mixed Freight – March & April
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

By the time you read this, Spring will 
probably be in full gear. For a lot of us, 

Ole Man Winter was pretty kind this time 
around. Despite the fact that it is nearly 
four months into 2012, I will mention 
a few more milestones for 2011, espe-
cially since the milestones are of a local 
nature for Roanoke and my hometown of 
Danville. 2011 marked 50 years since the 
arrival of H. Reid’s VIRGINIAN RAILWAY 
book. This was and still is one of the most 
respected books covering that fallen flag. 
The Virginian Railway has been gone from 
the railroad scene for over 50 years but is 
still lives and even flourishes in the hearts 
of many. The rock band Kiss has an army. 
The Virginian Railway has a nation. 2011 
marked a decade since our beloved friend 
Mr. O. Winston Link was called home by the 
Creator in January 2001. 2011 marked 30 
years since Robert B. Claytor, President and 
CEO of the Norfolk And Western Railway, 
declared his company’s full support of cel-
ebrating Roanoke’s 100 Year Centennial by 
releasing Class J number 611 from the then 
Roanoke Transportation Museum. It was 
moved to Southern Railway’s Birmingham, 
Alabama, Steam Facility for restoration. 
2011 also marked 100 years since the build-
ing of the Danville and Western Railroad 
from Danville to Spray and Draper located 
in North Carolina. It became the Carolina 
and Northwestern subsidiary of Southern 
Railway ad is still an active line for today’s 
Norfolk Southern.

Notable milestones for 2012 are as fol-
lows. It marks 50 years for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation, which started 
out as the Roanoke Transportation Museum. 
2012 marks 40 years since the creation of 
the Chessie System Railroads by merging 

the B&O, C&O, and Western Maryland. This 
was a blow to WM fans as a lot of that rail-
road was abandoned in favor of the parallel 
B&O. 30 years ago back in 1982 the Union 
Pacific took over both the Missouri Pacific 
and Western Pacific. 40 years ago back in 
1972 the Illinois Central and Gulf, Mobile 
and Ohio coupled to create the Illinois 
Central Gulf. Most of the former GM&O has 
been spun off into a number of shortlines 
or regionals. As a result of the spinoffs, the 
name Illinois Central returned many years 
ago and the IC is now under the corporate 
umbrella of Canadian National. Going back 
to Union Pacific, it turns 150 years old this 
year.

As everyone who is involved with the 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS or is a fan of NS and 
its predecessors knows, 2012 June 1st will 
mark the 30 year anniversary of Norfolk 
Southern. For me, the highlight of 2011 
was photographing the 30 year Anniversary 
locomotive special NS assembled for pub-
licity photos which operated between 
Roanoke and Glasgow on the former N&W 
Shenandoah Division. Weatherwise it was 
PERFECT. My favorite four-axle locomo-
tive has always been EMD’s GP30 and to 
see a trio in the fallen flag schemes of SR, 
N&W (Roanoke Chapter’s), and CR was 
truly a sight to behold. It was also gratify-
ing that NS employed a good ole fashion 
SD40-2 to lead the consist versus a new 
safety cab model. It would have been even 
more appealing if they would assemble a 
train of predecessor fallen flag freight cars. 
Maybe that will happen for a forty or fifty 
year anniversary. I also admired the way 
NS management accommodated us non-
company photographers that day. I didn’t 
experience any of “You guys can’t be here or 
there.” The only request I encountered was 
that we move to one side of the track or 
other before a southbound 37Q arrived at a 
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Blue Ridge Chapter – The annual 
Lynchburg Rail Day railroad and model show 
will be Saturday, August 11. This is a great 
rail show close to Roanoke. On Saturday, 
August 25, there will be an excursion using 
the regular Amtrak Regional train from 
Lynchburg to Manassas, VA, and return to 
see the 2nd Battle of Manassas Festival. 
You can use the Smart Way Connector from 
the Roanoke and New River Valleys to get 
to Amtrak at Lynchburg every day for $4. 
Roundtrip Amtrak fare should be $44 if you 
book at least two weeks in advance (the 
Regional train and bus connection are doing 
extremely well). Anyone can attend by just 
buying their own train tickets. See www.
BlueRidgeNRHS.org, www.Amtrak.com, and 
www.SmartWayBus.com for more info.

AAPRCO Convention – The American 
Association of Private Railroad Car Owners 
special train is scheduled to stop overnight 
in Roanoke September 30, then departing at 
1 PM on October 1 for Washington, DC, via 
Front Royal. The train will be coming from 
Chattanooga, TN.

Saturday, May 12, 2012  
Steam Returns To Roanoke 

For the first time in 17 years an opera-
tional steam locomotive was hauling pas-

sengers in our Star City. Although the “train” 
didn't leave the yard limits about 1,600 pas-
sengers enjoyed the quarter mile ride in the 
Chapter tool car and two cabooses on the old 
freight station lead at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation. The locomotive, No. 17, is 
a 0-4-0T built by Vulcan Locomotive Works 
in 1941 that runs on used motor oil. 

Bev Fitzpatrick, director of VMT, arranged 
for the little tank engine to be trucked to 
Roanoke from the New Hope Valley Railroad 
in New Hill, NC. With only a $2 ticket 
charge and ideal spring weather, a never 
ending crowd showed up to hear whistles 

from N&W class A & J locomotives that were 
attached for the two day event. A massive 
cloud of billowing black smoke was more 
like the aforementioned locomotives due to 
the used motor oil fuel.. Our crew headed, 
by conductors Gary Gray & Bill Mason, were 
assisted by head brakemen John Boettcher 
and Skip Salmon. 

Sightings By Chance
By Dorr Tucker

My first encounter with one of the new 
NS heritage painted units (there will 

now be 20 total) occurred on April 12 when 
I saw a ribbon of green seemingly replacing 
the Virginian Station roof. The green mirage 
turned out to be ES44AC #8099K resplen-
dent in green & white with gold lettering. A 
few days later Richard Shell caught the 8103 
in N&W "Pevler blue" near the Campbell 
Avenue Wye. Again on April 28 I was lucky 
to catch Central of Georgia painted 8101 just 
west of Jefferson Street in South Yard.

With the two sightings by chance and with 
all 10 of the EMD's not yet out of the paint 
shop I decided not to seek out the colorful 
heritage locomotives and leave any future 
encounters up to chance. I have resolved to 
forgo any road trips to Delbarton or Solitude. 
I don't have the time nor can I afford the 
gas. And best of all, I think I'll get a bet-
ter variety here in Roanoke. What could be 
better than yellow & black at the Virginian 
Station? It is just a matter of time. 

Save The Date - Veterans Day 
Specials

Roanoke Chapter will operate two spe-
cial passenger trains on Veterans Day 

Weekend this coming November. On 
Saturday November 10 we will go to the 
North Carolina Transportation Museum at 
Spencer 180 miles from Roanoke on the 
main line of the old Southern Railway. Our 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

August 3, 2012. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
 No words can adequately express what we feel on seeing the 

group of photos on the cover of this month's issue. It is, for some 
of us, days we thought we'd never see! Skip Salmon goes by every 
week and records the weekly progress. Beginning on February 
20, 2012, and most recently with May 3, 2012. Of course, further 
work has continued since then, and the roof now has plywood and 
tarpaper over it. We hope to place more photos on our website as 
time and space permit.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, June 
21, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our July meeting well be held Thursday July 19 at 7:30 pm. 
August monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, August 16.

Meeting Notice
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Sunday trip on November 11 will take us 
over the “Shenandoah Valley Route” 133 
miles north to the town and railway division 
point of Shenandoah. As an adjunct to the 
Sunday trip we will operate a 50 mile round 
trip “veterans local” from Shenandoah to 
the north end of Vaughan during the normal 
lay over in the town.

Both trips will be Amtrak charters similar 
to our recent fall excursions operated for 
the last three years. For this year we plan 
to add more of the preferred dome seats in 
first class .

We don't have pricing information year 
except to say that we don't expect major 
changes. The schedule will be released 
upon approval and conformation by Norfolk 
Southern and Amtrak. 

These trips should be a real tribute to our 
veterans and we hope many of them will be 
aboard. Even as late as the Vietnam Conflict 
extra sleepers were commonplace on trains 
3 & 4 passing through Roanoke. We hope all 
members will have a chance to participate 
in these excursions either by signing up to 
work aboard or helping with sales and pro-
motion.

Summary Of Board/Trip 
Meetings, April 3 & 10

By President Jeff Sanders
Membership stands at 155. 
After a discussion about Chapter Life 

membership, the Board approved  rescind-
ing Section 2 number 6 under Chapter 
By-Law Article II “Membership in the 
Corporation” and Section 3 paragraph E 
under “Dues” (that part applying to lifetime 
membership); thus eliminating the Life 
Membership category.  Treasurer’s Report:  
See file copy.

Mechanical: Bill Mason reported that 
C&W No. No. 662 wiring for lights complete 
and tested.  We have a contract with Chris 

McBride for exterior painting.  Fred Boettner 
is cutting a new floor for No. 662 cab.  S. R. 
Winegard is providing technical support for 
No. 662 cab interior colors.  Brake work for 
No. 41 and No. 522.  Gary Gray said that he 
is working to get radiators, gaskets, main 
generator brushes and holders and traction 
motor brushes for T-6 No. 41. Gary is work-
ing with TVRM about leasing No. 537 and 
expects a contract soon. Eddie is working 
with Spencer about using our No. 522 for 
their Rail Day including insurance, travel, 
costs, repair and contract issues. Bill Mason 
reported that Graham-White will provide 
brake valves needed for our two diesel loco-
motives at no charge.  Gary Gray reported 
that the New Hope Valley No. 17 steam 
engine will be moved by truck (by Will 
Harris) for this event. After discussion, the 
Board decided to donate $500 toward mov-
ing the engine and also having VMT to sell 
tickets and keep the proceeds to go toward 
that cost. It is reported that we have several 
groups interested in purchasing the 1148. 

Carl Jensen reported we will get a bal-
lot soon to vote on national leadership.  
Next Board meeting is April 20, 2012 in 
Richmond.  There will be a bus tour of VMT 
and OWL during the meeting. Carl is han-
dling details for event. 

Virginian Station:  Skip gave a report 
of the March 7, 2012 Groundbreaking 
Ceremony and told of progress at the 
Station: Entire roof is off both buildings and 
most of asbestos has been cleaned up.  Jim 
Cosby expressed the need to stay ahead of 
contractor payments and grant re-imburse-
ments. After a discussion, Jim moved to 
authorize our Chapter Treasurer to transfer 
and use up to $100,000 of Chapter funds for 
construction costs, on loan, to be repaid out 
of a construction loan or grants. Second was 
Gary Gray; motion passed. It was agreed to 
proceed with last month’s passed motion 
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

May 17 - Chapter Meeting
June 5 - Board Meeting
June 21 - Chapter Meeting
July 3 - Board Meeting
July 19 - Chapter Meeting
August 7 - Board Meeting
August 11 - Lynchburg Rail Day, visit 

the Blue Ridge Chapter Website for 
more details!

August 16 - Chapter Meeting
September 4 - Board Meeting
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to allow our four Chapter Officers to secure 
a construction loan for the Virginian Station 
Restoration Project.

After discussion, we changed our excur-
sion priority dates to November 10-11 as first 
choice. After further discussion, we decided 
to make Spencer our Saturday destination, 
and Shenandoah with a short trip north of 
Shenandoah, our Sunday destination. 

Like a Phoenix arising from the ashes. 
Skip Salmon records  the Chapter's 
Virginian Passenger Station undergoing a 
transformation beginning in February (top left) through early May 2012 (bottom right).


