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Carolina wasn't overlooked by any means.  
Oh!  The lumber business was great.  And the 
Norfolk and Western got to haul it out to build 
America.  

Going back to that ridge of rock with 
the hole blasted through, it was known as 
Backbone Rock and is still a great place for 
peace and quiet and relaxation.  That tun-
nel is known as the shortest railroad tunnel 
in the world and could very well be.  It is all 
of 23 feet long.  Tennessee state route 133 
to Mountain City runs through it now.  Long 
jumper Mike Powell jumped 29 feet 3 inches.  
That is all the way through the tunnel with 
six feet three inches to spare.   73
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

December 23, 2011. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@veri-
zon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Amtrak No. 148 heads west at Wabun, VA with one of our Fall 

2001 Excursions. On this beautiful Sunday morning, November 
6th, we are headed to Bluefield, WV. Photo by Richard D. Shell

Centerfold
A classic winter scene from John Krause of Y6b No. 2187 blasting 

away from Christiansburg about 1956. 

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 19, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Be sure to plan to attend our annual Holiday Gathering on the 
regular meeting night of December 15, 6PM at Calvary Baptist 
Church as in past years. All are welcome!

Meeting Notice
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noted that coming in contact with hob-
byists like me was becoming routine and 
they are really impressed by our knowledge 
and general organization as hobbyists. I 
informed them that I have worked closely 
with railroad special agents since the late 
seventies and they were impressed with 
the special agents I've met by showing them 
business cards. I asked what brought them 
to Doswell. They explained that they cover 
the territory from Norfolk-Newport News to 
Fredericksburg and rail shipments that are 
listed as possible terrorist targets determine 
their stakeout locations. On that day, a chlo-
rine shipment on a CSX freight was the rea-
son for their visit. I thought to myself, these 
folks need to be out here 24/7 if that's their 
criteria. They in turn asked me why I was 
where I was and I told them that Doswell 
just has a good old school railroad feel to 
it with a lotta action usually. Plus it's ideal 
for a day trip. The only thing that irritated 
me from their visit was the male telling me 
three times to contact the railroad or law 
enforcement if I see suspicious activity, tam-
pering with tracks, trains, signals, etc. And 
folks as I noted in this article, I informed 
them that I have cooperated with railroad 
special agents since the late seventies plus 
why would an individual very interested in 
railroading just stand by and watch a crimi-
nal commit harm or damage to the subject 
of interest. After chatting for about ten 
minutes, they tell me they have enjoyed the 
visit and the woman presents me her busi-
ness card with a "Don't hesitate to call us." 
They soon depart westward.

I continue to discover anniversaries for 
2011. It's been 50 years since the Southern 
Railway introduced it's BIG JOHN covered 
hopper car for grain transport. Believe it or 
not, Southern had to go to court about the 
car because some factions argued that reduc-
ing grain transportation costs would be an 

unfair competitive edge. Southern won their 
case in court and the fruits of BIG JOHN 
are alive and well with today's modern rail-
roads.

2011 also marks 30 years since France's 
Trans Gran Vitesse (TGV) high speed pas-
senger train made the scene and high speed 
passenger trains continue to break speed 
records as the technology advances.

The Shortest Railroad Tunnel In 
The World

By Joe Fagan

Back in the days when the calendar 
was flipped over to the Twentieth 

Century, give or take a year or so, the 
trees in Southwest Virginia, Northwestern 
North Carolina, and Northeast Tennessee 
were ripe for the cutting for the lumber 
business.  The Virginia-Carolina Railroad 
had been built from Abingdon through 
Damascus, VA, into North Carolina beyond 
West Jefferson for a few miles.  Hassinger 
Lumber Company had built the White Top 
Railroad from Konnerock, VA, to connect to 
the V. C. at White Top, VA.  The Tennessee 
Lumber Company built a logging rail line 
from Mountain City, TN, to connect to the 
V. C. at Damascus known as the Beaver Dam 
Railroad.  All was good for the lumber busi-
ness.  $ $

The Tennessee Lumber Co. was making 
good headway with their railroad construc-
tion when about six miles from Damascus 
they encountered a long narrow ridge of 
sandstone about seventy five feet high.  The 
builders decided it would be cheaper to blast 
a tunnel through the ridge rather than mak-
ing a cut.  After the loggers finished clear-
cutting all of their part of East Tennessee 
it was hauled through that tunnel and 
interchanged to the V. C.  At the same time 
Hassinger Lumber Co. was doing it to the 
mountains in Southwest Virginia and North 
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Two More Successful Fall 
Excursions

by Dorr Tucker

Once again we have operated Fall 
Excursions out of Roanoke. This year 

we ran to Abingdon/Bristol on Saturday, 
November 5, and to Bluefield on Sunday, 
November 6.

With 663 passengers riding all the way 
from Roanoke plus another 195 taking the 
15 mile round trip between Abingdon and 
Bristol, the Saturday event was the success 
story of the weekend. And what was even 
more amazing was the fact that a good 40% 
of those through passengers out of Roanoke 
opted to ride on to Bristol even though they 
were required to remain on the train upon 
arrival.

Without question, the town of Abingdon 
rolled out the red carpet for the 300+ who 
chose to explore during the three hour lay 
over. Our appreciation goes out to Tonya 
Triplett of the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and Allie Robinson of The Bristol 
Harold and Tribune who interviewed this 
writer by phone several days prior to her 
story on the Tuesday before the trip. The 
Radford Division and Amtrak crew moved 
the train over the road with only one delay, 
20 minutes at Glade Spring for an eastbound 
stack train. That proved to be a minor 
problem. With only one short delay on the 
return trip, we arrived back in Roanoke only 
a few minutes late.

Like the previous day the weather on 
Sunday the 6th was perfect. The train 
backed into the Roanoke passenger station 
about a half hour late due to setting out a 
bad order car from the consist. That car, 
long dome No. 3, had been cut from the 
Saturday consist as well; however thanks 
to the CP Huntington Chapter a substitute 
car, ex-PRR parlor-lounge Braddock Inn was 

pulled from storage in the coach yard at 
Randolph Street and ran in our train both 
days. Unfortunately not all the dome pas-
sengers could be placed in other domes. 
Some received complete refunds while oth-
ers were placed in lounge and coach cars.

The Bluefield folks were ready for the 
420 passengers from Roanoke with an 
array of food and souvenir venders accom-
panied by comfortable 55 degree weather.  
Our diligent, safety minded personnel 
were also ready with double-step boxes 
handled by competent crew members who 
always seemed attentive to the needs of 
passengers. The return to Roanoke was 
another textbook operation remindful of 
Norfolk and Western's days of “Precision 
Transportation." We arrived back in the Star 
City on time despite extending our stay in 
Bluefield by 30 minutes because of the late 
Roanoke departure.

A big "Thank You" for everyone who 
helped on these trips and went the extra 
mile to overcome our problems each day.

Chapter Holiday Gathering

The Chapter's Holiday Gathering will 
again be held at Calvary Baptist Church 

in downtown Roanoke (corner of Campbell 
Ave. and 6th Street SW) At 6 PM Thursday, 
December 15. Members are invited to bring 
their families or a guest and a covered dish. 
The Chapter will provide place settings, 
drinks, and a basic meat dish. 

Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman, and 
Kathy Overholser request help with setting 
up, beginning at 3 PM on December 15 in 
the church's fellowship hall. 

Be sure to park and enter at the back of 
the church. And if you have something you 
would like to display, by all means bring it.

Come join us for an evening of good 
food, holiday merriment and visiting with 
friends!
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Q405. An interesting past 50 minutes to say 
the least.

A few months back, I mentioned that 
August 7th through 10th of this year marked 
20 years since the 1991 National NRHS 
Convention headquartered in Huntington, 
WV. I attended that convention 20 years ago 
and to commemorate that event I pulled out 
and viewed two video tapes covering that 
event along with the numerous personal 
photos I took. As I viewed the videos and 
photos from 20 years past, I just thought 
about all the changes that have occurred 
with the railroad industry and railroad 
hobby. For those who don't know and for 
those who may have forgotten, that conven-
tion featured two steam powered trains run-
ning eastward along the former C&O high 
iron from Huntington to Saint Albans.

Time these days really seems to fly, er 
highballs, by. This past September 9th, 
2011, marked the one year anniversary since 
Norfolk Southern operated its first double 
stack train via its Heartland Corridor route. 

Those of us involved with railroading as 
a hobby or career know that EMD stood 
for the Electro Motive Division of General 
Motors Corporation. I recently found out via 
a bluegrass song that it stands for something 
else where racing fans are concerned. EAT 
MY DUST.

Mixed Freight- Second Section
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

In my last column I reported that former 
Southern Railway Mikado No. 4501, which 

turned 100 years old this year, would be 
rebuilt and road worthy by 2013.  The folks 
at The Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 
have upgraded that time frame to 2012 
so the locomotive can be an active player 
of Norfolk Southern's 21st Century Steam 
program. Speaking of 21st Century Steam, 
there is an excellent article about that pro-

gram found within the pages of NS Biz, the 
bimonthly magazine for Norfolk Southern. 
The story is featured within the September 
- October edition. You can read it via the 
internet at bizns@nscorp.com .

The Richmond Railroad Museum is finally 
open to the public and folks, it has been a 
long road. It is owned and operated by The 
Old Dominion Chapter of the NRHS. The 
address is 102 Hull Street, not far from the 
heart of downtown Richmond, VA. It is the 
former Southern Railway passenger depot. 
The hours are Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. til 
4:00 p.m. and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. til 
4:00 p.m. For further info phone 804-233-
6237 or do that spider thing at odcnrhs.org .

In my last Mixed Freight, I presented 
an account of being checked out by three 
members of the Richmond area law enforce-
ment team within a span of 50 minutes on 
a Sunday morning while railfaning after 
church. Well I've experience an upgrade 
in law enforcement since that experi-
ence. On Friday morning October 7th I 
returned to Doswell, VA, after chasing a 
44 car Buckingham Branch Railroad ballast 
train complete with two pushers rolling 
westward. I had been parked at the former 
RF&P grade crossing for about five minutes 
when a white minivan pulled up and parked 
near the crossing across the street at the 
BB Doswell office driveway. I'm reading, 
as always. After five minutes or so, a man 
and woman exited the vehicle and slowly 
walked toward my vehicle with name badges 
displayed. They are friendly and cordial 
as they introduce themselves as TSA field 
agents. TSA stand for Transportation Safety 
Administration, a federal agency. Despite the 
way I was dressed and with all the railfan 
related items within my car, I still had to 
explain that railroading is my hobby and it 
has been for over 40 years. That surprised 
them since they were just in their 30's. They 



Very few of us achieve that thought and 
some of us who do achieve it find out it is 
not all that great after the novelty passes. 
A railfan associate never achieved that goal 
but found something "slightly" similar. After 
ten years with a volunteer rescue squad, he 
was promoted to a drive position for life 'n' 
death emergency calls. Most of us who drive 
know these EMS drivers can really pres-
ent some serious horn blowing especially 
at busy intersections. He got my attention 
by repeatedly blowing the railroad cross-
ing standard of two longs one short and 
one long on his vehicle's air horn one day 
and I in turn called him up later to get the 
scoop on this new position.  He said to me 
"Since blowing the horn is required to clear 
motorists outta the way and since I love 
trains, why not combine the two? I HAD TO 
AGREE.

It's a record for me. Three cop visits in 
less than sixty minutes. While returning 
home Sunday morning from attending our 
8:00 a.m. service, I spotted CSX's Q439 
easing southward between the downtown 
expressway. I decided to get ahead of it to 
observe it at a desired location about a mile 
and half to the south. I had spotted a cop 
runnnin' radar as I drove to my desired loca-
tion. As I sat in my car observing the Q439, 
he pulled up behind me about four minutes 
later. He asked if I was experiencing car 
trouble and I explained I was just watch-
ing the freight pass by. "Okay. Jes checking. 
Have a good day." That was that. In the 
mean time, Q416 was on the other track 
and received a clear signal to head north. I 
decided to view him at a desired location 
just north of Acca Yard. I arrive and began 
to read a current copy of TRAINS. Within 
three minutes, a county cop rolls by check-
ing me out but he does not stop. About five 
minutes later he returns and this time he 
does stop to see what I am up to since all 

the businesses in the area are closed on 
Sunday. I am parked on a public street as I 
have parked in that spot for over 25 years. 
I explain why I am where I am. He asked 
how I know a train is on the way when all 
of a sudden the sound of locomotives begins 
to fill the area. "Wow, you really know your 
trains," he says. "Come with me officer and 
let me explain today's modern freight train," 
I say to him and he obliges. As I explain 
what each car is designed to transport and 
where the train is headed, he keeps repeat-
ing "Alex would love this." Alex is his four 
year old daughter. He is also captivated by 
the graffiti and I explain to him that it is 
illegal to apply that stuff to railroad cars. 
The long Q416 passes, he thanks me for the 
education and proceeds on his way and I 
do likewise. I get the urge for a commuter 
mug of cappuccino and proceed to a WAWA, 
Sheet's main competitor. I check out some 
signals for southbounders at a grade cross-
ing when suddenly the signals for the num-
ber 3 track change from stop to diverging 
clear and this is backed up by a transmission 
over the scanner.  It's Q405 about ten miles 
out. The purchase is made and I return to 
my favored spot for 25 years. Hadn't been 
there five minutes when another police 
officer stops by, a sergeant. He was curious 
about my two antennas and their purpose 
as well as why I was where I was. I explain 
to a man who does not appear to be happy 
at all. Then things change. "Wait a minute, 
you're that guy I have seen on TV discussing 
railroads in Virginia on the county's cable 
channel." That's right," I replied. "Sir, I really 
enjoyed you and what the others had to say 
about trains and their history." He gives me 
a firm handshake and tells me to tell any 
other officers who may happen by that you 
personally know Officer D. C. Cooke. He 
departs and the grade crossing protection 
apparatus comes to life with the approach of 

"Bad Order" Report
We have had several illnesses recently.
Jim Cosby fell ill on the Abingdon excur-

sion. Glad to report he has recovered.
Paul V. Howell was also ill but recovered 

enough to help out on our excursions and 
has gone back to work.

David McCall had eye surgery but is fully 
recovered.

Al Carroll was better at the last report..
Eric Crane recovered in time to work our 

excursions.
Sherrie Troutman has recovered and is 

returning to work.
Bernard Troutman is showing signs of 

improvement.

Chapter Elections

Election for Chapter directors was held 
at the November 17 meeting. Re-elected 

were Jeff Sanders, Carl Jensen, Jim Cosby, 
and Skip Salmon. Gary Gray was elected to 
the board. At the December 6 Board meeting 
chapter officers for 2012 will be determined. 
Thanks to all who ran.

1776 To Be Repainted 

Rail Fans from all over the world sup-
ported the prestigious “Trains Magazine 

Preservation Award” that will give Virginia 
Museum of Transportation $10,000 to cos-
metically restore Norfolk and Western SD45 
No. 1776 to her 1976, bicentennial paint 
scheme. The amount to restore the 1776 was 
recently reassessed to $20,000 for a longer 
lasting paint job and to replace several miss-
ing parts. At the present the museum needs 
approximately $5,000 more to reach the 
$20,000 goal. In appreciation of donations 
of $100 or more the donors will receive an 
exclusive drawing of the locomotive by Andy 
Fletcher, the museum's artist-in-residence. 
Donations may be made online at VMT's 
website, www.VMT.org . 

Candy Cane Shifter

For the fourth consecutive year the 
Roanoke Chapter will run a Candy Cane 

Shifter in early December. This year's event 
is slated for Saturday, December 10 from 
10 am to 5 pm and Sunday, December 
11, from 1 to 4 pm. Unlike past years, the 
event will be held at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation. As in the past the rides 
will be free of charge (donations accepted) 
although adults who are not VMT members 
will need to pay $5 museum admission. 
Children 12 and under ride for free with 
adults! 

Class J Number 611 License 
Plate 

On October 7 The Roanoke Times pub-
lished a letter-to-the-editor from Bill 

Arnold. In the letter Bill thanked the Times 
and Joe Kennedy for help in getting the 
applications needed (350) to make the 
Virginia license plate (designed by Ken 
Miller) a reality back in 1997. As of August 
31 this year, there are 3,170 plates on the 
road and many more saved as a souvenir. 
Thanks, chapter members Bill and Ken! 

Chapter Dues Renewal 

NRHS and Roanoke Chapter dues should 
be renewed by December 31st to keep 

your membership current. All chapter 
members should have received the renewal 
forms some time ago. Please remit the 
forms with your check (donations to the 
Chapter or NRHS may be included with the 
renewal forms) to the Chapter post office 
box or to Treasurer Jim Cosby at the Chapter 
Holiday Gathering on December 15. Please 
write your name on the dues form when 
returning it to avoid confusion since, except 
for family members, names were left off 
this form! 
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Report From Skip Salmon

The Roanoke Chapter was again invited 
to bring rolling stock to the Appomattox 

Rail Festival October 8 and 9. Chapter mem-
ber and NS engineer Percy Wilkins was at 
the throttle of the Chapter's Alco T-6 No. 41 
pulling Chapter N&W caboose No. 518409 
and member Jeff Shelton's N&W caboose 
over the grade at Blue Ridge to Appomattox. 
Thousands viewed the Chapter's equipment 
at the event. Several other members of the 
Mechanical committee also participated. On 
October 22 Skip Salmon, Landon Gregory, 
Jeff Sanders and Greely Wyatt traveled 
to Mullens, WV, for the dedication of a 
Virginian Railway Ellett-style station which 
will become a welcome center for the town. 
VGN and area artifacts will be on display in 
the small station named for local historian 
Jack Feller. This project is headed by Chapter 
member Dewey Houck, former VGN sur-
veyor, who built the station. He also heads 
the Rural Appalachian Improvement League 
(RAIL). The Chapter presented Dewey with a 
check for $250 in support of the project. The 
dedication was part of a Virginian Nation 
annual weekend Gathering. There were 
70-75 attendees at the October 29 gathering 
of VGN Veterans in Victoria, VA. 

Private Rail Passenger Cars To 
Stop In Roanoke In 2012

Mark your calendars for September 2012 
when the American Association of 

Private Railroad Car Owners (AAPRCO) spe-
cial train will make a stop in Roanoke. The 
group just announced their plans for the 
2012 convention, to be held in Chattanooga, 
TN, with a special train from Washington via 
Salisbury and Asheville with return through 
Roanoke and the Shenandoah Valley. The 
train of 20-plus private passenger cars from 
all over the nation is scheduled to stop over-
night in Roanoke, probably September 30, 

2012. See their website for more informa-
tion, www.AAPRCO.com .

Notes From The President 
by Jeff Sanders

Much of the Board meetings in 
September and October were taken up 

by discussions of our fall trips, which I will 
not rehash now. As you know, the November 
5 & 6 trips were successfully operated. While 
the ridership was not as high as we expect-
ed, or would have liked, we did come out 
well financially, although we still have some 
outstanding expenses, which should be 
settled soon. The Belt Line Committee has 
been diligently at work on a proposed busi-
ness plan, which we anticipate will be ready 
by years end. 

The Virginian Station Project is, at long 
last, about to become a reality. Earlier, 
bids were accepted for the Brownfields 
oversight work. That contract has gone to 
EEE of Blacksburg. They will monitor the 
environmental work at the station site. 
About six weeks ago invitation for bids 
was published. Bid openings, scheduled for 
December 1, was carried out with five con-
tractors bidding on Phase I of the project. 
The Station Committee accepted the appar-
ent low bid, subject to necessary approvals 
by the Chapter Board and then by the City 
of Roanoke and VDOT. After that, we can 
finalize a contract and, hopefully, work may 
commence by early January. This has been a 
long, slow process, and we are very grateful 
for all those who have participated in the 
project, and have persevered. 

Work at 9th Street continues on the CW 
No. 662 for VMT. The N&W No. 522 has 
been painted and re-lettered, looking good 
as new! Our equipment has participated in 
operations in Appomattox, Shaffers Crossing 
employee open house, at VMT, and in a NS 
photo shoot for their (next years) 30th anni-
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versary. Some of our equipment will also 
be used for “Santa by Rail”, December 3 at 
OWLM, and at VMT on December 10 & 11, 
for the “Candy Cane Shifter”. Thanks to all 
who have made these operations possible! I 
thank all the Chapter volunteers who have 
contributed to make 2011 another success-
ful year. And as a reminder, Board meetings 
are normally held the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7 PM, at VMT, and Chapter members 
are welcome to attend.

Mixed Freight - First Section
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

100 years young. That's right folks. No 
not me, I'm referring to former Southern 

Railway Mikado No. 4501. The locomo-
tive was built by the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works back in 1911. It resides today at The 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum over in 
Chattanooga, TN. It is currently unassem-
bled but the TVRM hopes to have it recon-
structed some time in 2013. Too bad that 
could not be in 2011 as the TVRM celebrates 
50 years of existence itself.

A few years back, I presented an article 
within this publication entitled FEEDBACK 
FROM WEARING AN RF&P TEE SHIRT. In 
mid September, a woman experienced simi-
lar feedback. I stopped in a grocery store 
for fresh doughnuts to have with coffee. 
As I journeyed towards the pastry depart-
ment, a woman whizzed past me wearing a 
Chessie System jacket. Now for those of us 
who were active at excursion runs, railroad 
festivals and other similar events back in the 
seventies and eighties, it was indeed rare for 
nobody to attend without a Chessie System 
jacket. They were light jackets for cool 
weather use. Well, I just had to compliment 
the woman for the jacket since I myself had 
not seen one being worn for 15 or more 
years. She struck me as being a pleasant 

easy going individual as I studied her from 
a distance for a moment. I approached her 
with an introduction of myself and a compli-
ment on the jacket. She was curious as to 
how I know what Chessie System was and 
of course I explained briefly about myself 
being a railroad enthusiast. That opened 
the door to a wide smile and a twenty min-
ute conversation. She noted I was the third 
person to recognize and compliment her 
on the jacket that morning. "I had no idea 
this old jacket would garner so much atten-
tion," she said. The jacket did not look old 
at all. She informed me that her husband 
was a retired C&O railroader with 45 years 
of service under his belt. He mainly worked 
as a conductor on the Piedmont Subdivision 
between Richmond and Charlottesville. The 
jacket she had on was one of five her hus-
band had given her. I was tempted to ask 
her if she would be willing to sell one but 
for some reason I thought it wouldn't be a 
good idea since I really didn't know her and 
out of respect that they were given to her by 
her husband. She thanked me for the com-
pliment and conversation and I thanked her 
for understanding my passion for railroading 
and all that it entails.

Something to think about. In early spring 
of this year, parts of Eastern Virginia and 
Central North Carolina were hit hard by 
tornados. Of course the news media had a 
field day interviewing those who suffered 
property damage and loved ones who did 
not survive. As always, a number of folks 
commented that before they knew what was 
happening, they heard what sounded like 
an approaching freight train. That may be a 
reasonable warning to heed but what if you 
live near a live railroad where that sound is 
common daily?

There are very few people, if any, who are 
interested in trains and have not entertained 
the thought of being a locomotive engineer. 
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Happy Holidays from the 
Turntable Times Staff!
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Report From Skip Salmon

The Roanoke Chapter was again invited 
to bring rolling stock to the Appomattox 

Rail Festival October 8 and 9. Chapter mem-
ber and NS engineer Percy Wilkins was at 
the throttle of the Chapter's Alco T-6 No. 41 
pulling Chapter N&W caboose No. 518409 
and member Jeff Shelton's N&W caboose 
over the grade at Blue Ridge to Appomattox. 
Thousands viewed the Chapter's equipment 
at the event. Several other members of the 
Mechanical committee also participated. On 
October 22 Skip Salmon, Landon Gregory, 
Jeff Sanders and Greely Wyatt traveled 
to Mullens, WV, for the dedication of a 
Virginian Railway Ellett-style station which 
will become a welcome center for the town. 
VGN and area artifacts will be on display in 
the small station named for local historian 
Jack Feller. This project is headed by Chapter 
member Dewey Houck, former VGN sur-
veyor, who built the station. He also heads 
the Rural Appalachian Improvement League 
(RAIL). The Chapter presented Dewey with a 
check for $250 in support of the project. The 
dedication was part of a Virginian Nation 
annual weekend Gathering. There were 
70-75 attendees at the October 29 gathering 
of VGN Veterans in Victoria, VA. 

Private Rail Passenger Cars To 
Stop In Roanoke In 2012

Mark your calendars for September 2012 
when the American Association of 

Private Railroad Car Owners (AAPRCO) spe-
cial train will make a stop in Roanoke. The 
group just announced their plans for the 
2012 convention, to be held in Chattanooga, 
TN, with a special train from Washington via 
Salisbury and Asheville with return through 
Roanoke and the Shenandoah Valley. The 
train of 20-plus private passenger cars from 
all over the nation is scheduled to stop over-
night in Roanoke, probably September 30, 

2012. See their website for more informa-
tion, www.AAPRCO.com .

Notes From The President 
by Jeff Sanders

Much of the Board meetings in 
September and October were taken up 

by discussions of our fall trips, which I will 
not rehash now. As you know, the November 
5 & 6 trips were successfully operated. While 
the ridership was not as high as we expect-
ed, or would have liked, we did come out 
well financially, although we still have some 
outstanding expenses, which should be 
settled soon. The Belt Line Committee has 
been diligently at work on a proposed busi-
ness plan, which we anticipate will be ready 
by years end. 

The Virginian Station Project is, at long 
last, about to become a reality. Earlier, 
bids were accepted for the Brownfields 
oversight work. That contract has gone to 
EEE of Blacksburg. They will monitor the 
environmental work at the station site. 
About six weeks ago invitation for bids 
was published. Bid openings, scheduled for 
December 1, was carried out with five con-
tractors bidding on Phase I of the project. 
The Station Committee accepted the appar-
ent low bid, subject to necessary approvals 
by the Chapter Board and then by the City 
of Roanoke and VDOT. After that, we can 
finalize a contract and, hopefully, work may 
commence by early January. This has been a 
long, slow process, and we are very grateful 
for all those who have participated in the 
project, and have persevered. 

Work at 9th Street continues on the CW 
No. 662 for VMT. The N&W No. 522 has 
been painted and re-lettered, looking good 
as new! Our equipment has participated in 
operations in Appomattox, Shaffers Crossing 
employee open house, at VMT, and in a NS 
photo shoot for their (next years) 30th anni-
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versary. Some of our equipment will also 
be used for “Santa by Rail”, December 3 at 
OWLM, and at VMT on December 10 & 11, 
for the “Candy Cane Shifter”. Thanks to all 
who have made these operations possible! I 
thank all the Chapter volunteers who have 
contributed to make 2011 another success-
ful year. And as a reminder, Board meetings 
are normally held the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7 PM, at VMT, and Chapter members 
are welcome to attend.

Mixed Freight - First Section
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

100 years young. That's right folks. No 
not me, I'm referring to former Southern 

Railway Mikado No. 4501. The locomo-
tive was built by the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works back in 1911. It resides today at The 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum over in 
Chattanooga, TN. It is currently unassem-
bled but the TVRM hopes to have it recon-
structed some time in 2013. Too bad that 
could not be in 2011 as the TVRM celebrates 
50 years of existence itself.

A few years back, I presented an article 
within this publication entitled FEEDBACK 
FROM WEARING AN RF&P TEE SHIRT. In 
mid September, a woman experienced simi-
lar feedback. I stopped in a grocery store 
for fresh doughnuts to have with coffee. 
As I journeyed towards the pastry depart-
ment, a woman whizzed past me wearing a 
Chessie System jacket. Now for those of us 
who were active at excursion runs, railroad 
festivals and other similar events back in the 
seventies and eighties, it was indeed rare for 
nobody to attend without a Chessie System 
jacket. They were light jackets for cool 
weather use. Well, I just had to compliment 
the woman for the jacket since I myself had 
not seen one being worn for 15 or more 
years. She struck me as being a pleasant 

easy going individual as I studied her from 
a distance for a moment. I approached her 
with an introduction of myself and a compli-
ment on the jacket. She was curious as to 
how I know what Chessie System was and 
of course I explained briefly about myself 
being a railroad enthusiast. That opened 
the door to a wide smile and a twenty min-
ute conversation. She noted I was the third 
person to recognize and compliment her 
on the jacket that morning. "I had no idea 
this old jacket would garner so much atten-
tion," she said. The jacket did not look old 
at all. She informed me that her husband 
was a retired C&O railroader with 45 years 
of service under his belt. He mainly worked 
as a conductor on the Piedmont Subdivision 
between Richmond and Charlottesville. The 
jacket she had on was one of five her hus-
band had given her. I was tempted to ask 
her if she would be willing to sell one but 
for some reason I thought it wouldn't be a 
good idea since I really didn't know her and 
out of respect that they were given to her by 
her husband. She thanked me for the com-
pliment and conversation and I thanked her 
for understanding my passion for railroading 
and all that it entails.

Something to think about. In early spring 
of this year, parts of Eastern Virginia and 
Central North Carolina were hit hard by 
tornados. Of course the news media had a 
field day interviewing those who suffered 
property damage and loved ones who did 
not survive. As always, a number of folks 
commented that before they knew what was 
happening, they heard what sounded like 
an approaching freight train. That may be a 
reasonable warning to heed but what if you 
live near a live railroad where that sound is 
common daily?

There are very few people, if any, who are 
interested in trains and have not entertained 
the thought of being a locomotive engineer. 



Very few of us achieve that thought and 
some of us who do achieve it find out it is 
not all that great after the novelty passes. 
A railfan associate never achieved that goal 
but found something "slightly" similar. After 
ten years with a volunteer rescue squad, he 
was promoted to a drive position for life 'n' 
death emergency calls. Most of us who drive 
know these EMS drivers can really pres-
ent some serious horn blowing especially 
at busy intersections. He got my attention 
by repeatedly blowing the railroad cross-
ing standard of two longs one short and 
one long on his vehicle's air horn one day 
and I in turn called him up later to get the 
scoop on this new position.  He said to me 
"Since blowing the horn is required to clear 
motorists outta the way and since I love 
trains, why not combine the two? I HAD TO 
AGREE.

It's a record for me. Three cop visits in 
less than sixty minutes. While returning 
home Sunday morning from attending our 
8:00 a.m. service, I spotted CSX's Q439 
easing southward between the downtown 
expressway. I decided to get ahead of it to 
observe it at a desired location about a mile 
and half to the south. I had spotted a cop 
runnnin' radar as I drove to my desired loca-
tion. As I sat in my car observing the Q439, 
he pulled up behind me about four minutes 
later. He asked if I was experiencing car 
trouble and I explained I was just watch-
ing the freight pass by. "Okay. Jes checking. 
Have a good day." That was that. In the 
mean time, Q416 was on the other track 
and received a clear signal to head north. I 
decided to view him at a desired location 
just north of Acca Yard. I arrive and began 
to read a current copy of TRAINS. Within 
three minutes, a county cop rolls by check-
ing me out but he does not stop. About five 
minutes later he returns and this time he 
does stop to see what I am up to since all 

the businesses in the area are closed on 
Sunday. I am parked on a public street as I 
have parked in that spot for over 25 years. 
I explain why I am where I am. He asked 
how I know a train is on the way when all 
of a sudden the sound of locomotives begins 
to fill the area. "Wow, you really know your 
trains," he says. "Come with me officer and 
let me explain today's modern freight train," 
I say to him and he obliges. As I explain 
what each car is designed to transport and 
where the train is headed, he keeps repeat-
ing "Alex would love this." Alex is his four 
year old daughter. He is also captivated by 
the graffiti and I explain to him that it is 
illegal to apply that stuff to railroad cars. 
The long Q416 passes, he thanks me for the 
education and proceeds on his way and I 
do likewise. I get the urge for a commuter 
mug of cappuccino and proceed to a WAWA, 
Sheet's main competitor. I check out some 
signals for southbounders at a grade cross-
ing when suddenly the signals for the num-
ber 3 track change from stop to diverging 
clear and this is backed up by a transmission 
over the scanner.  It's Q405 about ten miles 
out. The purchase is made and I return to 
my favored spot for 25 years. Hadn't been 
there five minutes when another police 
officer stops by, a sergeant. He was curious 
about my two antennas and their purpose 
as well as why I was where I was. I explain 
to a man who does not appear to be happy 
at all. Then things change. "Wait a minute, 
you're that guy I have seen on TV discussing 
railroads in Virginia on the county's cable 
channel." That's right," I replied. "Sir, I really 
enjoyed you and what the others had to say 
about trains and their history." He gives me 
a firm handshake and tells me to tell any 
other officers who may happen by that you 
personally know Officer D. C. Cooke. He 
departs and the grade crossing protection 
apparatus comes to life with the approach of 

"Bad Order" Report
We have had several illnesses recently.
Jim Cosby fell ill on the Abingdon excur-

sion. Glad to report he has recovered.
Paul V. Howell was also ill but recovered 

enough to help out on our excursions and 
has gone back to work.

David McCall had eye surgery but is fully 
recovered.

Al Carroll was better at the last report..
Eric Crane recovered in time to work our 

excursions.
Sherrie Troutman has recovered and is 

returning to work.
Bernard Troutman is showing signs of 

improvement.

Chapter Elections

Election for Chapter directors was held 
at the November 17 meeting. Re-elected 

were Jeff Sanders, Carl Jensen, Jim Cosby, 
and Skip Salmon. Gary Gray was elected to 
the board. At the December 6 Board meeting 
chapter officers for 2012 will be determined. 
Thanks to all who ran.

1776 To Be Repainted 

Rail Fans from all over the world sup-
ported the prestigious “Trains Magazine 

Preservation Award” that will give Virginia 
Museum of Transportation $10,000 to cos-
metically restore Norfolk and Western SD45 
No. 1776 to her 1976, bicentennial paint 
scheme. The amount to restore the 1776 was 
recently reassessed to $20,000 for a longer 
lasting paint job and to replace several miss-
ing parts. At the present the museum needs 
approximately $5,000 more to reach the 
$20,000 goal. In appreciation of donations 
of $100 or more the donors will receive an 
exclusive drawing of the locomotive by Andy 
Fletcher, the museum's artist-in-residence. 
Donations may be made online at VMT's 
website, www.VMT.org . 

Candy Cane Shifter

For the fourth consecutive year the 
Roanoke Chapter will run a Candy Cane 

Shifter in early December. This year's event 
is slated for Saturday, December 10 from 
10 am to 5 pm and Sunday, December 
11, from 1 to 4 pm. Unlike past years, the 
event will be held at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation. As in the past the rides 
will be free of charge (donations accepted) 
although adults who are not VMT members 
will need to pay $5 museum admission. 
Children 12 and under ride for free with 
adults! 

Class J Number 611 License 
Plate 

On October 7 The Roanoke Times pub-
lished a letter-to-the-editor from Bill 

Arnold. In the letter Bill thanked the Times 
and Joe Kennedy for help in getting the 
applications needed (350) to make the 
Virginia license plate (designed by Ken 
Miller) a reality back in 1997. As of August 
31 this year, there are 3,170 plates on the 
road and many more saved as a souvenir. 
Thanks, chapter members Bill and Ken! 

Chapter Dues Renewal 

NRHS and Roanoke Chapter dues should 
be renewed by December 31st to keep 

your membership current. All chapter 
members should have received the renewal 
forms some time ago. Please remit the 
forms with your check (donations to the 
Chapter or NRHS may be included with the 
renewal forms) to the Chapter post office 
box or to Treasurer Jim Cosby at the Chapter 
Holiday Gathering on December 15. Please 
write your name on the dues form when 
returning it to avoid confusion since, except 
for family members, names were left off 
this form! 
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Two More Successful Fall 
Excursions

by Dorr Tucker

Once again we have operated Fall 
Excursions out of Roanoke. This year 

we ran to Abingdon/Bristol on Saturday, 
November 5, and to Bluefield on Sunday, 
November 6.

With 663 passengers riding all the way 
from Roanoke plus another 195 taking the 
15 mile round trip between Abingdon and 
Bristol, the Saturday event was the success 
story of the weekend. And what was even 
more amazing was the fact that a good 40% 
of those through passengers out of Roanoke 
opted to ride on to Bristol even though they 
were required to remain on the train upon 
arrival.

Without question, the town of Abingdon 
rolled out the red carpet for the 300+ who 
chose to explore during the three hour lay 
over. Our appreciation goes out to Tonya 
Triplett of the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and Allie Robinson of The Bristol 
Harold and Tribune who interviewed this 
writer by phone several days prior to her 
story on the Tuesday before the trip. The 
Radford Division and Amtrak crew moved 
the train over the road with only one delay, 
20 minutes at Glade Spring for an eastbound 
stack train. That proved to be a minor 
problem. With only one short delay on the 
return trip, we arrived back in Roanoke only 
a few minutes late.

Like the previous day the weather on 
Sunday the 6th was perfect. The train 
backed into the Roanoke passenger station 
about a half hour late due to setting out a 
bad order car from the consist. That car, 
long dome No. 3, had been cut from the 
Saturday consist as well; however thanks 
to the CP Huntington Chapter a substitute 
car, ex-PRR parlor-lounge Braddock Inn was 

pulled from storage in the coach yard at 
Randolph Street and ran in our train both 
days. Unfortunately not all the dome pas-
sengers could be placed in other domes. 
Some received complete refunds while oth-
ers were placed in lounge and coach cars.

The Bluefield folks were ready for the 
420 passengers from Roanoke with an 
array of food and souvenir venders accom-
panied by comfortable 55 degree weather.  
Our diligent, safety minded personnel 
were also ready with double-step boxes 
handled by competent crew members who 
always seemed attentive to the needs of 
passengers. The return to Roanoke was 
another textbook operation remindful of 
Norfolk and Western's days of “Precision 
Transportation." We arrived back in the Star 
City on time despite extending our stay in 
Bluefield by 30 minutes because of the late 
Roanoke departure.

A big "Thank You" for everyone who 
helped on these trips and went the extra 
mile to overcome our problems each day.

Chapter Holiday Gathering

The Chapter's Holiday Gathering will 
again be held at Calvary Baptist Church 

in downtown Roanoke (corner of Campbell 
Ave. and 6th Street SW) At 6 PM Thursday, 
December 15. Members are invited to bring 
their families or a guest and a covered dish. 
The Chapter will provide place settings, 
drinks, and a basic meat dish. 

Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman, and 
Kathy Overholser request help with setting 
up, beginning at 3 PM on December 15 in 
the church's fellowship hall. 

Be sure to park and enter at the back of 
the church. And if you have something you 
would like to display, by all means bring it.

Come join us for an evening of good 
food, holiday merriment and visiting with 
friends!
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Q405. An interesting past 50 minutes to say 
the least.

A few months back, I mentioned that 
August 7th through 10th of this year marked 
20 years since the 1991 National NRHS 
Convention headquartered in Huntington, 
WV. I attended that convention 20 years ago 
and to commemorate that event I pulled out 
and viewed two video tapes covering that 
event along with the numerous personal 
photos I took. As I viewed the videos and 
photos from 20 years past, I just thought 
about all the changes that have occurred 
with the railroad industry and railroad 
hobby. For those who don't know and for 
those who may have forgotten, that conven-
tion featured two steam powered trains run-
ning eastward along the former C&O high 
iron from Huntington to Saint Albans.

Time these days really seems to fly, er 
highballs, by. This past September 9th, 
2011, marked the one year anniversary since 
Norfolk Southern operated its first double 
stack train via its Heartland Corridor route. 

Those of us involved with railroading as 
a hobby or career know that EMD stood 
for the Electro Motive Division of General 
Motors Corporation. I recently found out via 
a bluegrass song that it stands for something 
else where racing fans are concerned. EAT 
MY DUST.

Mixed Freight- Second Section
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

In my last column I reported that former 
Southern Railway Mikado No. 4501, which 

turned 100 years old this year, would be 
rebuilt and road worthy by 2013.  The folks 
at The Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 
have upgraded that time frame to 2012 
so the locomotive can be an active player 
of Norfolk Southern's 21st Century Steam 
program. Speaking of 21st Century Steam, 
there is an excellent article about that pro-

gram found within the pages of NS Biz, the 
bimonthly magazine for Norfolk Southern. 
The story is featured within the September 
- October edition. You can read it via the 
internet at bizns@nscorp.com .

The Richmond Railroad Museum is finally 
open to the public and folks, it has been a 
long road. It is owned and operated by The 
Old Dominion Chapter of the NRHS. The 
address is 102 Hull Street, not far from the 
heart of downtown Richmond, VA. It is the 
former Southern Railway passenger depot. 
The hours are Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. til 
4:00 p.m. and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. til 
4:00 p.m. For further info phone 804-233-
6237 or do that spider thing at odcnrhs.org .

In my last Mixed Freight, I presented 
an account of being checked out by three 
members of the Richmond area law enforce-
ment team within a span of 50 minutes on 
a Sunday morning while railfaning after 
church. Well I've experience an upgrade 
in law enforcement since that experi-
ence. On Friday morning October 7th I 
returned to Doswell, VA, after chasing a 
44 car Buckingham Branch Railroad ballast 
train complete with two pushers rolling 
westward. I had been parked at the former 
RF&P grade crossing for about five minutes 
when a white minivan pulled up and parked 
near the crossing across the street at the 
BB Doswell office driveway. I'm reading, 
as always. After five minutes or so, a man 
and woman exited the vehicle and slowly 
walked toward my vehicle with name badges 
displayed. They are friendly and cordial 
as they introduce themselves as TSA field 
agents. TSA stand for Transportation Safety 
Administration, a federal agency. Despite the 
way I was dressed and with all the railfan 
related items within my car, I still had to 
explain that railroading is my hobby and it 
has been for over 40 years. That surprised 
them since they were just in their 30's. They 
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Cover Photo
Amtrak No. 148 heads west at Wabun, VA with one of our Fall 

2001 Excursions. On this beautiful Sunday morning, November 
6th, we are headed to Bluefield, WV. Photo by Richard D. Shell

Centerfold
A classic winter scene from John Krause of Y6b No. 2187 blasting 

away from Christiansburg about 1956. 

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 19, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Be sure to plan to attend our annual Holiday Gathering on the 
regular meeting night of December 15, 6PM at Calvary Baptist 
Church as in past years. All are welcome!

Meeting Notice
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noted that coming in contact with hob-
byists like me was becoming routine and 
they are really impressed by our knowledge 
and general organization as hobbyists. I 
informed them that I have worked closely 
with railroad special agents since the late 
seventies and they were impressed with 
the special agents I've met by showing them 
business cards. I asked what brought them 
to Doswell. They explained that they cover 
the territory from Norfolk-Newport News to 
Fredericksburg and rail shipments that are 
listed as possible terrorist targets determine 
their stakeout locations. On that day, a chlo-
rine shipment on a CSX freight was the rea-
son for their visit. I thought to myself, these 
folks need to be out here 24/7 if that's their 
criteria. They in turn asked me why I was 
where I was and I told them that Doswell 
just has a good old school railroad feel to 
it with a lotta action usually. Plus it's ideal 
for a day trip. The only thing that irritated 
me from their visit was the male telling me 
three times to contact the railroad or law 
enforcement if I see suspicious activity, tam-
pering with tracks, trains, signals, etc. And 
folks as I noted in this article, I informed 
them that I have cooperated with railroad 
special agents since the late seventies plus 
why would an individual very interested in 
railroading just stand by and watch a crimi-
nal commit harm or damage to the subject 
of interest. After chatting for about ten 
minutes, they tell me they have enjoyed the 
visit and the woman presents me her busi-
ness card with a "Don't hesitate to call us." 
They soon depart westward.

I continue to discover anniversaries for 
2011. It's been 50 years since the Southern 
Railway introduced it's BIG JOHN covered 
hopper car for grain transport. Believe it or 
not, Southern had to go to court about the 
car because some factions argued that reduc-
ing grain transportation costs would be an 

unfair competitive edge. Southern won their 
case in court and the fruits of BIG JOHN 
are alive and well with today's modern rail-
roads.

2011 also marks 30 years since France's 
Trans Gran Vitesse (TGV) high speed pas-
senger train made the scene and high speed 
passenger trains continue to break speed 
records as the technology advances.

The Shortest Railroad Tunnel In 
The World

By Joe Fagan

Back in the days when the calendar 
was flipped over to the Twentieth 

Century, give or take a year or so, the 
trees in Southwest Virginia, Northwestern 
North Carolina, and Northeast Tennessee 
were ripe for the cutting for the lumber 
business.  The Virginia-Carolina Railroad 
had been built from Abingdon through 
Damascus, VA, into North Carolina beyond 
West Jefferson for a few miles.  Hassinger 
Lumber Company had built the White Top 
Railroad from Konnerock, VA, to connect to 
the V. C. at White Top, VA.  The Tennessee 
Lumber Company built a logging rail line 
from Mountain City, TN, to connect to the 
V. C. at Damascus known as the Beaver Dam 
Railroad.  All was good for the lumber busi-
ness.  $ $

The Tennessee Lumber Co. was making 
good headway with their railroad construc-
tion when about six miles from Damascus 
they encountered a long narrow ridge of 
sandstone about seventy five feet high.  The 
builders decided it would be cheaper to blast 
a tunnel through the ridge rather than mak-
ing a cut.  After the loggers finished clear-
cutting all of their part of East Tennessee 
it was hauled through that tunnel and 
interchanged to the V. C.  At the same time 
Hassinger Lumber Co. was doing it to the 
mountains in Southwest Virginia and North 
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Carolina wasn't overlooked by any means.  
Oh!  The lumber business was great.  And the 
Norfolk and Western got to haul it out to build 
America.  

Going back to that ridge of rock with 
the hole blasted through, it was known as 
Backbone Rock and is still a great place for 
peace and quiet and relaxation.  That tun-
nel is known as the shortest railroad tunnel 
in the world and could very well be.  It is all 
of 23 feet long.  Tennessee state route 133 
to Mountain City runs through it now.  Long 
jumper Mike Powell jumped 29 feet 3 inches.  
That is all the way through the tunnel with 
six feet three inches to spare.   73




