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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

Nov. 18 - Annual Meeting and 
Election of Directors

Dec. 11 - Candy Cane Shifter
Dec. 16 - Holiday Gathering
Jan. 4 - Board Meeting
Jan. 20 - Chapter Meeting
Feb. 1 - Board Meeting
Feb. 17 - Chapter Meeting
Mar. 1 - Board Meeting
Mar. 17 - Chapter Meeting
April 5 - Board Meeting
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The Official Newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

Come join us for an evening of holiday mer-
riment!

Candy Cane Shifter-Dec. 11
Come ride with us on the Candy Cane 

Shifter on December 11, 2010 between 9AM 
and 4PM at the Roanoke Industrial, old 
Viscose facility. Map and flyer attached. There 
will be a door prize drawn from registered pas-
senger list.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the January/February issue of Turntable Times 

is Monday, December 20, 2010. Please send articles, information 
and exchange newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P. O. Box 
13222, Roanoke, VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the 
Roanoke Chapter via email should send them to Jim Overholser: 
jgoverholser@verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net 
and Ken Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Skip Salmon captured this fine view of our GP30 522, an NS unit, 

our tool car 1407 and caboose 518409 on display for Appomattox 
rail day in October. The 522 powered the special move from 
Roanoke to Appomattox and return. Our mechanical crew installed 
ditch lights on the 522 to meet current FRA standards.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold our November Annual meeting will be held Thursday, 
Nov. 18, 2010. See the annual meeting information on the next 
page.

As usual, we will hold our Holiday Gathering on the normal 
meeting night, December 16th, see more details elsewhere,

Our January meeting, will be Thursday, January 20, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Watch the website to see the announcement of other programs.

Meeting Notice
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At Our Maintenance Facility
(Top) After a number of years, our Alco 

T6 has been repainted, but the weather has 
stopped the finishing touches of the letter-
ing. Restoration professional Chris McBride is 
shown here prepping the T6 for its first new 
paint since 1998.

(Left) Part of the "steam team" is shown here 
with their project. From left, Chris Hunley, 
Harold Hunley and Gary Wood. These dedicated 
individuals have been making good progress on 
restoration of the 1118.

Photos by Skip Salmon
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 18, 2010. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which four (4) directors 
will be elected. 

The candidates are as follows (* indicates 
incumbent):

Gary Gray
Landon Gregory*

Bill Mason*
Ken Miller*

Eddie Mooneyham*
Nominations will be accepted from the 

floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are four 
(4) positions to be voted on. You may con-
tact a member of the nominating commit-
tee - Bonnie Molinary, Dorr Tucker, and Jim 
Overholser, chairman.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect four (4) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 

committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than four (4) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Mixed Freight-November/
December 2010

By Mr. Robin R Shavers

I guess by the time this Turntable Times 
reaches your email or U.S. Mail, autumn 

will be in full swing and Old Man Winter 
will be fine tuning his agenda for the 2010-
2011 winter season. Personally I hope we 
have less wintery weather than we had last 
season. Comments and wisecracks about 
this past hot summer abounded so I’ll 
make my own here. It was so hot here in 
Richmond the June bugs didn’t come out 
until late August. Most of my local railfan-
ing was done late at night into the early 
a.m. hours like 2 a.m. or later. You see a lot 
of things in those hours that you rarely or 
never see during daylight with reference to 
critters.

Norfolk & Western Railway fans take note. 
Back in 1997, a book arrived on the scene 
titled Norfolk & Western In Color: Vol. 1 by 
Jim Nichols. That book covered the years 
1945 through 1964. Volume 2 is out by 

resplendent in brilliant sunlight to our right. 
Dark clouds arrived as we headed over Blue 
Ridge and into the Star City arriving exactly 
on time at 5:30; although we didn’t unload 
passengers until 5:36. Another safe and suc-
cessful trip!

The first thing that I’ll remember about 
the Bluefield trip will always be the depar-
ture from Roanoke. As 782 passengers wait-
ed along Shenandoah Avenue below Hotel 
Roanoke in a 23 degree chill a 17 car passen-
ger extra with 3 dome cars and marker lights 
on the rear slowly backed down track 4 for 
loading. What a sight for a place without 
regular passenger service for over 30 years! 
Thanks to a lot of work from a lot of mem-
bers we did it again!

The majority of our riders were folks 
within 50 miles of Roanoke although we 
had some from the West Coast and Canada 
as well.

The splendid scenery along New River 
was, once again, illuminated by brilliant 
sunlight. While the fall foliage was a little 
past peak, the viewing was superb as the 
density of the vegetation permitted better 
scenes.

We arrived in Bluefield slightly ahead of 
time to face a biting wind and the mercury 
in the low 30s. As in Danville we could 
only unload mid train. But unlike Danville 
we had no platform-only ballast. However 
thanks to our two-step step boxes and our 3-
man catch system our unloading proceeded 
expeditiously without problems.

Our passengers had to walk a good three 
blocks “uptown” to reach various food and 
entertainment venues.

Downtown Bluefield was a journey into 
the past as a female vocalist sang some of 
Patsy Cline’s latest hits.

The 100 mile return was quiet and relax-
ing with a minstrel doing both a vocal and 
instrumental version of “The City of New 

Orleans”
Arrival back in the Star City was a little 

before the 6:00 PM scheduled arrival time, 
but even in Roanoke passengers in the head 
and rear cars needed to walk thru part of 
the train to get off.

The passengers were pleased with the 
clean equipment and courteous service that 
has always been a hallmark of our profes-
sionalism.

As we continue with the excursions we 
strive to attain the same level of service that 
was operated by Norfolk and Western some 
sixty years ago in the days of the “Powhatan 
Arrow” and “Pocahontas.”

Trip T-Shirts Special

We have trip T-shirts left over from our 
fall excursions. The are sand in color 

with the fall excursion train and Chapter 
logo (with the 611) on the front. The art is 
shown in the column at left. This beautiful 
shirt would make an excellent Christmas 
gift for anyone. The Chapter member price 
is $16 per shirt and we have sizes from 
Small to 3X (Adults). We will have them at 
the November Chapter Meeting on the 18th. 
Please help us by purchasing several.

Chapter Holiday Gathering

The Chapter's Holiday Gathering will 
again be held at Calvary Baptist Church 

in downtown Roanoke (corner of Campbell 
Ave and 6th Street SW) at 6 PM Thursday, 
December 16. Members are invited to bring 
their families or a guest and a covered dish.  
The Chapter will provide place settings, 
drinks, and some food. This is always an 
excellent event and members and guests are 
encouraged to attend.

Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman, and 
Kathy Overholser request help with setting 
up, beginning at 2 PM on December 16 in 
the church's fellowship hall.
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bye to the General Hase. We were housed 
in one of the Yard’s barracks for a few days. 
The first order of business was to get a 
shower. I’ll bet I showered for two hours! 
The next item of business was getting up to 
looking like sailors again. We were issued a 
complete new sea bag. Dress blues, summer 
whites, pea coat, the whole shebang. Next 
we were given our leave papers and a ride 
to the Pennsylvania Station. Washington 
here I come! When I got off the train at 
Washington Union Station whistles blew 
and bells rang (in my head). I had completed 
a great ONE WAY TRIP around the world in 
less than five months.

Fall Amtrak Trips
by Dorr Tucker

A Textbook Operation for Precision Transportation

We oper-
ated two 

successful 
passenger rail 
excursions on 
the November 6 
and 7th. We had 
the same con-
sist for both the Danville and Bluefield trips. 
On the head end each day we had three 
Amtrak Genesis P42 DC units that were run 
around a fixed consist at both Danville and 
Bluefield. We used nine Amfleet coaches, 
two Amfleet Cafe cars (one for snacks and 
drinks and one for souvenirs), one ex-
N&W coach (539) owned by Watauga Valley 
Chapter, two lounge cars owned by C. P. 
Huntington Chapter and three privately 
owned dome cars (one full dome).

We would have liked to have sold a good 
200 or more tickets for the Danville trips 
but with 497 passengers aboard the trip was 
a qualified success.

For the first 40 miles after leaving 
Roanoke via the Tinker Creek Connection 

we rolled along running about 35 mph on 
the former Virginian crossing several high 
trestles and heading thru four short tun-
nels. The sun was peeking in and out of the 
clouds illuminating the bucolic splendor of 
the isolated landscape. Hardy, Stewartsville, 
Goodview and Moneta were passed virtually 
unchanged from the days of the Virginian 
Railway yet this scenic area is only a stones 
throw from the populated shores of Smith 
Mountain Lake.

At Hurt we stopped to pick up NS Eastern 
Division personnel to take us 38 miles into 
Danville. The short platform dictated that 
we could only unload at three places mid 
train with the folks in the head and rear five 
cars walking to mid train to get off.

Danville was well prepared for us with 
several interesting historic buildings high-
lighted by the 1898 Stone Passenger Station. 
The sun was out and the thermometer was 
in the 60s—a delightful day! The shuttle 
buses were running uptown, but most of us 
headed to the old tobacco warehouse where 
we enjoyed a tasty spread that included a 
half of a rotisserie chicken as well as succu-
lent pulled pork barbecue. The only faux pas 
was that the bluegrass group could not play 
“The Wreck of Old 97.”

We had arrived a little ahead of time but 
departed on the dot of 2:30 to race up the 
main line of the old Southern Railway run-
ning at 79 at times before we slowed to 
a crawl as we entered Montview Yard in 
Lynchburg. Here NS Virginia Division per-
sonnel took over while the Amtrak crew 
that had deadheaded into Roanoke from 
Charlotte got off and deadheaded once again 
by taxi, this time to Bluefield, for tomorrows 
trip back to Roanoke.

Leaving Lynchburg, we crawled again, 
this time around the wye to Kinney and 
old Norfolk Division Rails. Running along 
at 50 or so we passed the Peaks of Otter, 

Stephen M. Timko and it covers the years 
1964 through 1973. I personally have not 
seen a copy of it or read any reviews about 
it.

Looking back, 2010 marks 25 years since 
the Milwaukee Road went bankrupt and 
called it quits. This year also marks 30 years 
since the enactment of The Harley Staggers 
Act which presented the railroads the free-
dom to conduct business competively with 
each other as well as alternative transporta-
tion modes and with the customers as well.

2010 also marks the 70th anniversary of 
TRAINS magazine. Speaking of TRAINS mag-
azine, the September 2010 edition featured 
an article entitled “NIMBYs vs. Railroads.” 
The article, in my opinion, was well written 
and researched. Two things annoyed me. On 
page 45 there is a photo of 2 kids standing 
on a paved surface with their ears covered 
as a Norfolk Southern roars past them with 
horns blaring. I saw it all the time during 
the Southern/Norfolk Southern steam excur-
sions but yet these same kids listen to loud 
music via headphones and otherwise with-
out a flinch. When people ask me why train 
horns are SO LOUD I tell them the horns 
are loud to REALLY GET YOUR ATTENTION. 
People are so preoccupied. On page 46, a 
parent is quoted saying “My son could be 
walking along with his iPod on and nor hear 
the train.” This goes back to what I just com-
mented on about the loud horns. Your kids 
should be educated about being out in soci-
ety and harm’s way and being occupied with 
iPods and other devices. If they are gonna 
complain about trains killing or injuring 
their kids because of an iPod, do likewise 
for motor vehicles, skateboarders, and even 
attacking dogs.

Something I forgot to mention in my last 
column was that Norfolk Southern’s V08 
freight operating between Richmond and 
Crewe has returned to daylight operation 

after being a night train for many months. It 
returned to daylight operation back in July 
and departs Richmond usually between 8:15 
and 9 a.m.

I have attended quite a few railfan events 
since my last column and I will comment 
on a few. The Old Dominion Chapter NRHS 
had an open house/picnic for its members 
and friends on Saturday September 11. The 
event was held at the Chapter’s Hallsboro 
Yard in western Chesterfield County 
adjacent to the former Southern Railway 
Richmond to Danville line. The steam loco-
motive was in operation and it pushed and 
pulled a fully restored RF&P caboose loaded 
with attendees. The event was well attended 
and the weather pleasant with plenty of 
food to meet the most demanding folk. This 
might become an annual event. We were 
hoping Norfolk Southern’s V08 return train 
to Richmond would show but as of 3 p.m. 
when I departed it hadn’t.

Nearly two weeks later I journeyed to one 
of my favorite train watching communi-
ties, Altavista, Virginia, for the annual Blue 
Ridge Chapter NRHS picnic. The event is 
held at The Staunton River Park adjacent to 
that river and the former Virginian Railway. 
There was a good turnout with delicious 
food and cold beverages, Rule G compliant 
of course. The only drawback was too many 
flies and no trains on the former Virginian. 
Flies were also a major hassle at the ODC 
event. I arrived in Altavista about 11:45 
a.m. and caught 3 freights on the former 
Southern within 15 minutes - a northbound 
double stack, southbound 159 which had 
to stop at Hurt for a westbound empty 
PGNX hopper train. Everyone attending 
had departed by 2:15 p.m. I remained until 
4 p.m. and no other trains were seen. Oh 
well, maybe better next year train traffic 
wise.

As I mentioned earlier this year, 2010 
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marks 50 years since the East Broad Top 
Railroad became a tourist carrier and they 
have been celebrating since early June. 
I opted to attend their annual Autumn 
Spectacular Weekend over the Columbus 
Day weekend October 8th thru 10th to get 
more bang for my bucks. I hit a Hess station 
a few hours before the gas jumped ten cents 
more per gallon.  Friday was a photo freight 
and photo coal train day for paying riders. 
There were quite a few activities going on to 
raise funds for the EBT. The bigger crowds 
of course arrived on Saturday. The weather 
was very warm and ideal for folks to display 
their EBT tee shirts. I must say, I don’t know 
of any tourist railroad or railroad museum 
with as many different tee shirts as the EBT. 
For some reason I drew a lot of attention 
for using a good ole fashion Canon AE 1 35 
millimeter camera. Most folks were shocked 
that 35 mm film can be purchased at places 
like Target, Walmart, and most big chain 
drug stores. I use two AE 1’s with different 
film, one for bright sunny days and one for 
overcast and night photography.

Motive power was Mikado No. 15 and 
center cab No. M-7. The gas electric ran one 
trip per day. I spent a good part of Saturday 
riding every trolley that the neighboring 
trolley museum operated that day. Between 
Friday and Saturday, I spent nearly 24 hours 
with the EBT and enjoyed every second of 
it.  Sunday was spent railfaning between 
Altoona and Gallitzin. Traffic was reason-
able and I only saw three locomotives with 
Conrail attire and one set of SD 40-2 helpers.

Cuyahoga Valley News
Viscose No. 6, a saddle tank, coal fired 0-

4-0 used at what is now our maintainence 
facility in Southeast Roanoke until after 
World War II and stored for many years at 
the Gem City Junk Co. in Pulaski will oper-
ate on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad 

out of Akron Ohio this month. Along with 
the little "tea kettle" former NKP Berkshire 
765 will also run.

Not a locomotive, but with a Roanoke his-
tory ex-Central of Georgia Budd-built com-
bine No. 391, the Fort Mitchell, will also be 
operating on the Ohio tourist line. This car 
built in 1947 for Central of Georgia's Man of 
War streamliner was sold to the Chapter by 
Southern Railway in 1979, operated on many 
of the 611 and 1218 trips and was later sold 
to the Cuyahoga Valley in early 1995.

My Memories of a One-Way Trip 
Final Episode

by Joe Fagan

On September 29, 1945, U.S.S. General 
W.F. Hase was anchored in the middle 

of the Hooghly River loaded with Army 
men from Burma. I don’t know how many 
SACO men were aboard. Only a few of us 
at most. All of the stuff in Calcutta had to 
be disposed of or shipped elsewhere. The 
men in China dispersed to various ports for 
reassignment. That must have taken some 
time to accomplish because they were scat-
tered all over China in small groups and 
had to walk long distances to get transpor-
tation. Back in Calcutta the Gen. Hase got 
under way with the high tide and got to 
the Bay of Bengal but had to wait five or six 
hours for high tide again to cross the sand 
bar a few miles out in the delta. At high 
tide we were on our way. The ship put in 
at Columbo, Ceylon (Sari Lanka) to take on 
fuel. We departed the next morning and 
headed west. We crossed the north part of 
the Indian Ocean. We saw some islands nor 
far from India that were the north end of 
the Maldives. It was a few days before we 
got to the Gulf of Aden and into the Red Sea. 
Most of the passage was close to the African 
Coast, but some times close to Saudi Arabia. 
It was really hot in the Red Sea. While we 

were in the canal we saw Mount Sinai in 
the distance. In due time we arrived at Suez 
City.

   During the night the ships bow was 
hung with strong lights to guide it through 
the canal. Just after we left Columbo I had 
claimed a spot on the deck in a small aux-
iliary bunk below decks. When I woke up 
that morning the ship was pretty far into 
the canal. In those days the canal was very 
narrow. I looked out the porthole and there 
not a hundred feet away was a man rid-
ing a camel wrapped up in blankets with a 
rifle sticking out the top. That was the only 
military person not an American service-
man that I ever saw that was carrying a 
gun. Soon we arrived in Great Bitters Lake 
about one third of the way through the 
canal. About five or six other ships of vari-
ous nationalities eventually anchored there. 
That was the sidetrack so to speak. It took a 
couple of hours wait before the southbound 
traffic began to arrive. It was led by a real 
fancy ship painted white. It was followed 
by another ship that looked like a miniature 
of the first ship and that was followed by 
several merchant ships. The military ships 
played their national anthem in turn and 
then the white ships played the Egyptian 
anthem. It was King Farouke of Egypt’s 
yacht returning with the king aboard the 
Paris. The smaller ship was his honor guard. 
Soon we were underway again and in due 
time we arrived at Port Said, Egypt. We 
stayed there for a bit taking on fresh water 
processed from the Nile River and also tak-
ing the lights off the bow. During that time 
there about a million small boats along side 
selling about everything you could imag-
ine. Soon we were under way again in the 
Mediterranean Sea heading home.

   The captain of the Hase must have been 
a good guy because he kept the ship close 
to the North African coast almost all the 

way through the Mediterranean. We were 
close enough to see the coastal cities and 
towns. We passed just off the coast of Cape 
Bon where General Patton chased Rommel’s 
tanks out of Africa. Sicily was just over the 
horizon. We could see the mountains from 
the ship. It must have taken us a couple 
of days to get to Gibraltar. That insurance 
company sure did take liberty with their 
logo. i couldn’t see anything that looked like 
the picture. The straights were impressive. 
The African coast had high cliffs and was 
Spanish Gibraltar. The European side was 
Spanish except for the fortifications and 
small town that was a British dependency. It 
was located on the eastern side of the pen-
insula where it can hardly be seen from the 
ship lane. There was quite a change when 
the ship entered the North Atlantic. The 
waves were rougher and the temperature 
was cooler too. We passed fairly close by the 
Azores Islands. Those islands are like West 
Virginia. If they were ironed out flat they 
would be as big as Texas.

   About half way across the Atlantic we 
were in the Sargasso Sea. For the unin-
formed that is where Sargasso seaweed 
is caught up in a great wave in the mid-
Atlantic. The air was quite cold until about 
a day past the Sargasso Sea when suddenly 
the air warmed up considerably. We were 
in the Gulf Stream. About another day and 
we made landfall in New York. We passed 
the Ambrose Lightship, which was a small 
red painted ship with a navigation light on 
top of girders mounted on the ship’s hull. 
We passed through the Verrazano Narrows. 
We passed the Statue of Liberty and even 
though I had been gone from the country 
for only a short time it looked mighty good. 
Most of the soldiers had been in Burma for 
a couple of years and there were plenty of 
tears of joy. We sailed up the East River to 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard where we said good-
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marks 50 years since the East Broad Top 
Railroad became a tourist carrier and they 
have been celebrating since early June. 
I opted to attend their annual Autumn 
Spectacular Weekend over the Columbus 
Day weekend October 8th thru 10th to get 
more bang for my bucks. I hit a Hess station 
a few hours before the gas jumped ten cents 
more per gallon.  Friday was a photo freight 
and photo coal train day for paying riders. 
There were quite a few activities going on to 
raise funds for the EBT. The bigger crowds 
of course arrived on Saturday. The weather 
was very warm and ideal for folks to display 
their EBT tee shirts. I must say, I don’t know 
of any tourist railroad or railroad museum 
with as many different tee shirts as the EBT. 
For some reason I drew a lot of attention 
for using a good ole fashion Canon AE 1 35 
millimeter camera. Most folks were shocked 
that 35 mm film can be purchased at places 
like Target, Walmart, and most big chain 
drug stores. I use two AE 1’s with different 
film, one for bright sunny days and one for 
overcast and night photography.

Motive power was Mikado No. 15 and 
center cab No. M-7. The gas electric ran one 
trip per day. I spent a good part of Saturday 
riding every trolley that the neighboring 
trolley museum operated that day. Between 
Friday and Saturday, I spent nearly 24 hours 
with the EBT and enjoyed every second of 
it.  Sunday was spent railfaning between 
Altoona and Gallitzin. Traffic was reason-
able and I only saw three locomotives with 
Conrail attire and one set of SD 40-2 helpers.

Cuyahoga Valley News
Viscose No. 6, a saddle tank, coal fired 0-

4-0 used at what is now our maintainence 
facility in Southeast Roanoke until after 
World War II and stored for many years at 
the Gem City Junk Co. in Pulaski will oper-
ate on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad 

out of Akron Ohio this month. Along with 
the little "tea kettle" former NKP Berkshire 
765 will also run.

Not a locomotive, but with a Roanoke his-
tory ex-Central of Georgia Budd-built com-
bine No. 391, the Fort Mitchell, will also be 
operating on the Ohio tourist line. This car 
built in 1947 for Central of Georgia's Man of 
War streamliner was sold to the Chapter by 
Southern Railway in 1979, operated on many 
of the 611 and 1218 trips and was later sold 
to the Cuyahoga Valley in early 1995.

My Memories of a One-Way Trip 
Final Episode

by Joe Fagan

On September 29, 1945, U.S.S. General 
W.F. Hase was anchored in the middle 

of the Hooghly River loaded with Army 
men from Burma. I don’t know how many 
SACO men were aboard. Only a few of us 
at most. All of the stuff in Calcutta had to 
be disposed of or shipped elsewhere. The 
men in China dispersed to various ports for 
reassignment. That must have taken some 
time to accomplish because they were scat-
tered all over China in small groups and 
had to walk long distances to get transpor-
tation. Back in Calcutta the Gen. Hase got 
under way with the high tide and got to 
the Bay of Bengal but had to wait five or six 
hours for high tide again to cross the sand 
bar a few miles out in the delta. At high 
tide we were on our way. The ship put in 
at Columbo, Ceylon (Sari Lanka) to take on 
fuel. We departed the next morning and 
headed west. We crossed the north part of 
the Indian Ocean. We saw some islands nor 
far from India that were the north end of 
the Maldives. It was a few days before we 
got to the Gulf of Aden and into the Red Sea. 
Most of the passage was close to the African 
Coast, but some times close to Saudi Arabia. 
It was really hot in the Red Sea. While we 

were in the canal we saw Mount Sinai in 
the distance. In due time we arrived at Suez 
City.

   During the night the ships bow was 
hung with strong lights to guide it through 
the canal. Just after we left Columbo I had 
claimed a spot on the deck in a small aux-
iliary bunk below decks. When I woke up 
that morning the ship was pretty far into 
the canal. In those days the canal was very 
narrow. I looked out the porthole and there 
not a hundred feet away was a man rid-
ing a camel wrapped up in blankets with a 
rifle sticking out the top. That was the only 
military person not an American service-
man that I ever saw that was carrying a 
gun. Soon we arrived in Great Bitters Lake 
about one third of the way through the 
canal. About five or six other ships of vari-
ous nationalities eventually anchored there. 
That was the sidetrack so to speak. It took a 
couple of hours wait before the southbound 
traffic began to arrive. It was led by a real 
fancy ship painted white. It was followed 
by another ship that looked like a miniature 
of the first ship and that was followed by 
several merchant ships. The military ships 
played their national anthem in turn and 
then the white ships played the Egyptian 
anthem. It was King Farouke of Egypt’s 
yacht returning with the king aboard the 
Paris. The smaller ship was his honor guard. 
Soon we were underway again and in due 
time we arrived at Port Said, Egypt. We 
stayed there for a bit taking on fresh water 
processed from the Nile River and also tak-
ing the lights off the bow. During that time 
there about a million small boats along side 
selling about everything you could imag-
ine. Soon we were under way again in the 
Mediterranean Sea heading home.

   The captain of the Hase must have been 
a good guy because he kept the ship close 
to the North African coast almost all the 

way through the Mediterranean. We were 
close enough to see the coastal cities and 
towns. We passed just off the coast of Cape 
Bon where General Patton chased Rommel’s 
tanks out of Africa. Sicily was just over the 
horizon. We could see the mountains from 
the ship. It must have taken us a couple 
of days to get to Gibraltar. That insurance 
company sure did take liberty with their 
logo. i couldn’t see anything that looked like 
the picture. The straights were impressive. 
The African coast had high cliffs and was 
Spanish Gibraltar. The European side was 
Spanish except for the fortifications and 
small town that was a British dependency. It 
was located on the eastern side of the pen-
insula where it can hardly be seen from the 
ship lane. There was quite a change when 
the ship entered the North Atlantic. The 
waves were rougher and the temperature 
was cooler too. We passed fairly close by the 
Azores Islands. Those islands are like West 
Virginia. If they were ironed out flat they 
would be as big as Texas.

   About half way across the Atlantic we 
were in the Sargasso Sea. For the unin-
formed that is where Sargasso seaweed 
is caught up in a great wave in the mid-
Atlantic. The air was quite cold until about 
a day past the Sargasso Sea when suddenly 
the air warmed up considerably. We were 
in the Gulf Stream. About another day and 
we made landfall in New York. We passed 
the Ambrose Lightship, which was a small 
red painted ship with a navigation light on 
top of girders mounted on the ship’s hull. 
We passed through the Verrazano Narrows. 
We passed the Statue of Liberty and even 
though I had been gone from the country 
for only a short time it looked mighty good. 
Most of the soldiers had been in Burma for 
a couple of years and there were plenty of 
tears of joy. We sailed up the East River to 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard where we said good-

5 4



bye to the General Hase. We were housed 
in one of the Yard’s barracks for a few days. 
The first order of business was to get a 
shower. I’ll bet I showered for two hours! 
The next item of business was getting up to 
looking like sailors again. We were issued a 
complete new sea bag. Dress blues, summer 
whites, pea coat, the whole shebang. Next 
we were given our leave papers and a ride 
to the Pennsylvania Station. Washington 
here I come! When I got off the train at 
Washington Union Station whistles blew 
and bells rang (in my head). I had completed 
a great ONE WAY TRIP around the world in 
less than five months.

Fall Amtrak Trips
by Dorr Tucker

A Textbook Operation for Precision Transportation

We oper-
ated two 

successful 
passenger rail 
excursions on 
the November 6 
and 7th. We had 
the same con-
sist for both the Danville and Bluefield trips. 
On the head end each day we had three 
Amtrak Genesis P42 DC units that were run 
around a fixed consist at both Danville and 
Bluefield. We used nine Amfleet coaches, 
two Amfleet Cafe cars (one for snacks and 
drinks and one for souvenirs), one ex-
N&W coach (539) owned by Watauga Valley 
Chapter, two lounge cars owned by C. P. 
Huntington Chapter and three privately 
owned dome cars (one full dome).

We would have liked to have sold a good 
200 or more tickets for the Danville trips 
but with 497 passengers aboard the trip was 
a qualified success.

For the first 40 miles after leaving 
Roanoke via the Tinker Creek Connection 

we rolled along running about 35 mph on 
the former Virginian crossing several high 
trestles and heading thru four short tun-
nels. The sun was peeking in and out of the 
clouds illuminating the bucolic splendor of 
the isolated landscape. Hardy, Stewartsville, 
Goodview and Moneta were passed virtually 
unchanged from the days of the Virginian 
Railway yet this scenic area is only a stones 
throw from the populated shores of Smith 
Mountain Lake.

At Hurt we stopped to pick up NS Eastern 
Division personnel to take us 38 miles into 
Danville. The short platform dictated that 
we could only unload at three places mid 
train with the folks in the head and rear five 
cars walking to mid train to get off.

Danville was well prepared for us with 
several interesting historic buildings high-
lighted by the 1898 Stone Passenger Station. 
The sun was out and the thermometer was 
in the 60s—a delightful day! The shuttle 
buses were running uptown, but most of us 
headed to the old tobacco warehouse where 
we enjoyed a tasty spread that included a 
half of a rotisserie chicken as well as succu-
lent pulled pork barbecue. The only faux pas 
was that the bluegrass group could not play 
“The Wreck of Old 97.”

We had arrived a little ahead of time but 
departed on the dot of 2:30 to race up the 
main line of the old Southern Railway run-
ning at 79 at times before we slowed to 
a crawl as we entered Montview Yard in 
Lynchburg. Here NS Virginia Division per-
sonnel took over while the Amtrak crew 
that had deadheaded into Roanoke from 
Charlotte got off and deadheaded once again 
by taxi, this time to Bluefield, for tomorrows 
trip back to Roanoke.

Leaving Lynchburg, we crawled again, 
this time around the wye to Kinney and 
old Norfolk Division Rails. Running along 
at 50 or so we passed the Peaks of Otter, 

Stephen M. Timko and it covers the years 
1964 through 1973. I personally have not 
seen a copy of it or read any reviews about 
it.

Looking back, 2010 marks 25 years since 
the Milwaukee Road went bankrupt and 
called it quits. This year also marks 30 years 
since the enactment of The Harley Staggers 
Act which presented the railroads the free-
dom to conduct business competively with 
each other as well as alternative transporta-
tion modes and with the customers as well.

2010 also marks the 70th anniversary of 
TRAINS magazine. Speaking of TRAINS mag-
azine, the September 2010 edition featured 
an article entitled “NIMBYs vs. Railroads.” 
The article, in my opinion, was well written 
and researched. Two things annoyed me. On 
page 45 there is a photo of 2 kids standing 
on a paved surface with their ears covered 
as a Norfolk Southern roars past them with 
horns blaring. I saw it all the time during 
the Southern/Norfolk Southern steam excur-
sions but yet these same kids listen to loud 
music via headphones and otherwise with-
out a flinch. When people ask me why train 
horns are SO LOUD I tell them the horns 
are loud to REALLY GET YOUR ATTENTION. 
People are so preoccupied. On page 46, a 
parent is quoted saying “My son could be 
walking along with his iPod on and nor hear 
the train.” This goes back to what I just com-
mented on about the loud horns. Your kids 
should be educated about being out in soci-
ety and harm’s way and being occupied with 
iPods and other devices. If they are gonna 
complain about trains killing or injuring 
their kids because of an iPod, do likewise 
for motor vehicles, skateboarders, and even 
attacking dogs.

Something I forgot to mention in my last 
column was that Norfolk Southern’s V08 
freight operating between Richmond and 
Crewe has returned to daylight operation 

after being a night train for many months. It 
returned to daylight operation back in July 
and departs Richmond usually between 8:15 
and 9 a.m.

I have attended quite a few railfan events 
since my last column and I will comment 
on a few. The Old Dominion Chapter NRHS 
had an open house/picnic for its members 
and friends on Saturday September 11. The 
event was held at the Chapter’s Hallsboro 
Yard in western Chesterfield County 
adjacent to the former Southern Railway 
Richmond to Danville line. The steam loco-
motive was in operation and it pushed and 
pulled a fully restored RF&P caboose loaded 
with attendees. The event was well attended 
and the weather pleasant with plenty of 
food to meet the most demanding folk. This 
might become an annual event. We were 
hoping Norfolk Southern’s V08 return train 
to Richmond would show but as of 3 p.m. 
when I departed it hadn’t.

Nearly two weeks later I journeyed to one 
of my favorite train watching communi-
ties, Altavista, Virginia, for the annual Blue 
Ridge Chapter NRHS picnic. The event is 
held at The Staunton River Park adjacent to 
that river and the former Virginian Railway. 
There was a good turnout with delicious 
food and cold beverages, Rule G compliant 
of course. The only drawback was too many 
flies and no trains on the former Virginian. 
Flies were also a major hassle at the ODC 
event. I arrived in Altavista about 11:45 
a.m. and caught 3 freights on the former 
Southern within 15 minutes - a northbound 
double stack, southbound 159 which had 
to stop at Hurt for a westbound empty 
PGNX hopper train. Everyone attending 
had departed by 2:15 p.m. I remained until 
4 p.m. and no other trains were seen. Oh 
well, maybe better next year train traffic 
wise.

As I mentioned earlier this year, 2010 
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 18, 2010. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which four (4) directors 
will be elected. 

The candidates are as follows (* indicates 
incumbent):

Gary Gray
Landon Gregory*

Bill Mason*
Ken Miller*

Eddie Mooneyham*
Nominations will be accepted from the 

floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are four 
(4) positions to be voted on. You may con-
tact a member of the nominating commit-
tee - Bonnie Molinary, Dorr Tucker, and Jim 
Overholser, chairman.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect four (4) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 

committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than four (4) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Mixed Freight-November/
December 2010

By Mr. Robin R Shavers

I guess by the time this Turntable Times 
reaches your email or U.S. Mail, autumn 

will be in full swing and Old Man Winter 
will be fine tuning his agenda for the 2010-
2011 winter season. Personally I hope we 
have less wintery weather than we had last 
season. Comments and wisecracks about 
this past hot summer abounded so I’ll 
make my own here. It was so hot here in 
Richmond the June bugs didn’t come out 
until late August. Most of my local railfan-
ing was done late at night into the early 
a.m. hours like 2 a.m. or later. You see a lot 
of things in those hours that you rarely or 
never see during daylight with reference to 
critters.

Norfolk & Western Railway fans take note. 
Back in 1997, a book arrived on the scene 
titled Norfolk & Western In Color: Vol. 1 by 
Jim Nichols. That book covered the years 
1945 through 1964. Volume 2 is out by 

resplendent in brilliant sunlight to our right. 
Dark clouds arrived as we headed over Blue 
Ridge and into the Star City arriving exactly 
on time at 5:30; although we didn’t unload 
passengers until 5:36. Another safe and suc-
cessful trip!

The first thing that I’ll remember about 
the Bluefield trip will always be the depar-
ture from Roanoke. As 782 passengers wait-
ed along Shenandoah Avenue below Hotel 
Roanoke in a 23 degree chill a 17 car passen-
ger extra with 3 dome cars and marker lights 
on the rear slowly backed down track 4 for 
loading. What a sight for a place without 
regular passenger service for over 30 years! 
Thanks to a lot of work from a lot of mem-
bers we did it again!

The majority of our riders were folks 
within 50 miles of Roanoke although we 
had some from the West Coast and Canada 
as well.

The splendid scenery along New River 
was, once again, illuminated by brilliant 
sunlight. While the fall foliage was a little 
past peak, the viewing was superb as the 
density of the vegetation permitted better 
scenes.

We arrived in Bluefield slightly ahead of 
time to face a biting wind and the mercury 
in the low 30s. As in Danville we could 
only unload mid train. But unlike Danville 
we had no platform-only ballast. However 
thanks to our two-step step boxes and our 3-
man catch system our unloading proceeded 
expeditiously without problems.

Our passengers had to walk a good three 
blocks “uptown” to reach various food and 
entertainment venues.

Downtown Bluefield was a journey into 
the past as a female vocalist sang some of 
Patsy Cline’s latest hits.

The 100 mile return was quiet and relax-
ing with a minstrel doing both a vocal and 
instrumental version of “The City of New 

Orleans”
Arrival back in the Star City was a little 

before the 6:00 PM scheduled arrival time, 
but even in Roanoke passengers in the head 
and rear cars needed to walk thru part of 
the train to get off.

The passengers were pleased with the 
clean equipment and courteous service that 
has always been a hallmark of our profes-
sionalism.

As we continue with the excursions we 
strive to attain the same level of service that 
was operated by Norfolk and Western some 
sixty years ago in the days of the “Powhatan 
Arrow” and “Pocahontas.”

Trip T-Shirts Special

We have trip T-shirts left over from our 
fall excursions. The are sand in color 

with the fall excursion train and Chapter 
logo (with the 611) on the front. The art is 
shown in the column at left. This beautiful 
shirt would make an excellent Christmas 
gift for anyone. The Chapter member price 
is $16 per shirt and we have sizes from 
Small to 3X (Adults). We will have them at 
the November Chapter Meeting on the 18th. 
Please help us by purchasing several.

Chapter Holiday Gathering

The Chapter's Holiday Gathering will 
again be held at Calvary Baptist Church 

in downtown Roanoke (corner of Campbell 
Ave and 6th Street SW) at 6 PM Thursday, 
December 16. Members are invited to bring 
their families or a guest and a covered dish.  
The Chapter will provide place settings, 
drinks, and some food. This is always an 
excellent event and members and guests are 
encouraged to attend.

Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman, and 
Kathy Overholser request help with setting 
up, beginning at 2 PM on December 16 in 
the church's fellowship hall.
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Turntable Times is published 
bimonthly as the newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc. 
Opinions and points of view 
expressed herein are those of the 
staff members of the Turntable 
Times and not necessarily reflect 
those of the members, officers or 
directors of the Chapter.

Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the January/February issue of Turntable Times 

is Monday, December 20, 2010. Please send articles, information 
and exchange newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P. O. Box 
13222, Roanoke, VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the 
Roanoke Chapter via email should send them to Jim Overholser: 
jgoverholser@verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net 
and Ken Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Skip Salmon captured this fine view of our GP30 522, an NS unit, 

our tool car 1407 and caboose 518409 on display for Appomattox 
rail day in October. The 522 powered the special move from 
Roanoke to Appomattox and return. Our mechanical crew installed 
ditch lights on the 522 to meet current FRA standards.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold our November Annual meeting will be held Thursday, 
Nov. 18, 2010. See the annual meeting information on the next 
page.

As usual, we will hold our Holiday Gathering on the normal 
meeting night, December 16th, see more details elsewhere,

Our January meeting, will be Thursday, January 20, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Watch the website to see the announcement of other programs.

Meeting Notice
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At Our Maintenance Facility
(Top) After a number of years, our Alco 

T6 has been repainted, but the weather has 
stopped the finishing touches of the letter-
ing. Restoration professional Chris McBride is 
shown here prepping the T6 for its first new 
paint since 1998.

(Left) Part of the "steam team" is shown here 
with their project. From left, Chris Hunley, 
Harold Hunley and Gary Wood. These dedicated 
individuals have been making good progress on 
restoration of the 1118.

Photos by Skip Salmon
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

Nov. 18 - Annual Meeting and 
Election of Directors

Dec. 11 - Candy Cane Shifter
Dec. 16 - Holiday Gathering
Jan. 4 - Board Meeting
Jan. 20 - Chapter Meeting
Feb. 1 - Board Meeting
Feb. 17 - Chapter Meeting
Mar. 1 - Board Meeting
Mar. 17 - Chapter Meeting
April 5 - Board Meeting

Volume 42, Number 5
November-December 2010

The Official Newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

Come join us for an evening of holiday mer-
riment!

Candy Cane Shifter-Dec. 11
Come ride with us on the Candy Cane 

Shifter on December 11, 2010 between 9AM 
and 4PM at the Roanoke Industrial, old 
Viscose facility. Map and flyer attached. There 
will be a door prize drawn from registered pas-
senger list.


