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Return Service Requested

Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

June 17 - Regular Meeting
July 6 - Board Meeting
July 15 - Regular Meeting
August 3 - Board Meeting
August 19 - Regular Meeting
September 7 - Board Meeting
September 16 - General Meeting
October 5 - Board Meeting
October 21 - General Meeting
Nov. 2 - Board Meeting
Nov. 5-6 - Amtrak trips (tentative)

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

XII. Break and Refreshments: Kathy 
Overholser and Bonnie Molinary.

XIII. Program: Outstanding CD provided by 
Ellison Wefel “Pillars of Smoke”, N&W steam 
operation from Roanoke to Blue Ridge 1957.

XIV. Adjournment: 9:45 PM
The next scheduled Chapter meeting is June 

18, 2010.
Respectfully Submitted,
Skip Salmon
Chapter Secretary   

Johnny Krause captured this scene of power in motion with Y6a No. 2163 sanding the damp rail for added trac-
tion with this hopper train. It is late in the steam era, the headlight is lit in daylight hours, coal boards have been 
added to the tender and an A tank follows. Despite the improvements, the hunters are coming, forcing steam 
back to the hollows of West Virginia where it would all end, 50 years ago in May.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the July/August 2010 issue of Turntable Times 

is Friday June 18, 2010. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor Turntable Times, 
590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128. All parties sending 
newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via email should send them to: 
kkirkman50@hotmail.com and Ken Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Little noted elsewhere, May of 2010 marks a significant anniver-

sary for N&W fans; the end of steam in regular operation 50 years 
ago. Just barely making it into the 1960s, steam was virtually gone 
everywhere but Williamson, West Virginia, and all too soon, the 
last vapors of steam would escape the rapidly cooling boilers of 
Y6b 2190 and S1a 290 ending over a century of steam power on the 
N&W and its predecessors..

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, May 20th at 7:30 
pm. at the Link Museum located in the former N&W Passenger 
Station, 101 Shenandoah Avenue. 

Our June meeting will be held on Thursday, June 17, 2010 at the 
O. Winston Link Museum in the auditorium.

Our July meeting will be held on Thursday, July 15, 2010.
Watch the website to see the announcement of other programs.
As noted in the May meeting minutes elsewhere, President Jeff 

Sanders is looking for a program coordinator, to handle arrange-
ment and scheduling for programs, so that we may have an 
advance list of these programs both here and on our website.

Meeting Notice
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Our Board has authorized helping with 
repairs with a donation.

3. He thanked Rick Rader, Jeff Shelton, 
and Percy Wilkins for loan of their motor 
cars for rides at the VMT at Rail Day. He also 
thanked Brian Crosier for his loan of the 
rider car.

4. Eddie announced that we need volun-
teers to work on the former CW 662 that we 
will cosmetically restore for VMT.

5. There will be no work day this Saturday, 
but Sunday is a work day.

6. Eddie announced that the C&O Heritage 
Center in Clifton Forge has offered make 
their facilities available for the Roanoke 
Chapter at no cost.

7. He announced that our 1827 will 
be used at Spencer until June 14, when 
Monticello will pick up the coach.

8. The sale of No. 3305 “Mardi Gras” is 
still in negotiations and 1148 “Devil’s Lake” 
is still available.

9.  Eddie reported that the No. 537 coach 
is being used at Spencer when the AC is 
not needed. Eddie and Rick Rader will go 
to Spencer soon to replace the AC unit with 
one that meets Amtrak specs.

B. Virginian Station: Jim Cosby and Skip 
Salmon

1. Jim reported that progress is being 
made on the project at a slow but steady 
pace.

2. Jim told of our sub-committee’s recent 
meetings to expedite the process of getting 
re-bidding and construction started.

3. Jim is working with Valley Metro to get 
designated funds distributed.

4. Jeff announced that he got an email 
just before the meeting from Alison Blanton 
announcing the GOOD NEWS that we have 
received a $250,000 grant for this year for 
the project. 

5. Skip read a May 17, 1910 article from 
“The Roanoke Times” announcing the open-

ing of the Station with no fan fare and say-
ing that it may be “intended as temporary”.

6. Skip announced work is being done to 
secure more parking spaces under and west 
of the Jefferson Street Bridge with the City 
of Roanoke and Norfolk Southern with some 
progress.

C. Norfolk & Western Historical Society: 
Ron Davis

1. Ron announced their upcoming 
Convention at Front Royal, VA and that a 
tour of the Virginia Inland Port will be part 
of this event.

D. Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS: Norris 
Deyerle

1. Norris announced their Rail Day of 
August 14, 2010 and offered a table for our 
Chapter at this event.

2. Dorr Tucker reported that the new train 
ridership from Lynchburg to DC has exceed-
ed expectations. Amtrak expected 50,000 
riders for a year and so far in six months 
51,000 have already ridden these trains.

XI. New Business
A. Jeff reported that we have not heard 

from Amtrak concerning our Fall Trips on 
November 6 and 7.

B. Jeff announced that we need volunteers 
for the Fall Trips.

C. Jeff asked for a volunteer to plan pro-
grams for our Chapter meetings.

D. Paul Howell announced that 
Buckingham Branch will be running trains 
this coming weekend.

E. Jeff announced that our “Freebie Table” 
is full for the pickins’.

F. Dorr Tucker announced that he and Jim 
Overholser are working on a Chapter pro-
gram about west-coast railroads including 
the Napa Valley Wine Trains.

G. Kenny Kirkman announced that begin-
ning June 5, 2010 the North Carolinian 
will have 8 trains running from Charlotte-
Greensboro-Raleigh.
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Mixed Freight, May/June 2010
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

I have always said to myself that the most 
spiritually unsettling part for me if I were 

to be a locomotive engineer would be hitting 
animals. It would bother me more than hit-
ting humans mainly because animals don’t 
know any better. It is believed by some 
that cats have 9 lives. Some other animals 
seem to have luck in their favor sometimes. 
A little dog of a breed known as Shih Tzu 
had much luck over in Clinton, Utah. The 
little animal got run over by a Utah Railway 
freight on it’s way to it’s turn around point. 
The dog was run over but not hit because of 
it’s size. The same train eventually hit the 
dog with it’s snow plow on the return trip. 
Feeling bad for the little guy, the engineer 
drove back to the spot where the dog was 
hit and found him laying along the track in 
a daze. The engineer and his family decided 
to convert the dog into the family pet rather 
than return him to the status as a stray.

The Commonwealth of Virginia runs 
a close second to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in terms of receiving munici-
pal waste from other states. This stuff 
makes a healthy contribution to the bot-
tom lines of CSX and Norfolk Southern, but 
especially CSX here in Virginia. As might be 
expected, a healthy portion of the Virginia 
population does not appreciate the business. 
Waste Management is the main shipper of 
this business and they contribute $71,500.00 
to more than 70 different political cam-
paigns as “palm grease”.

2010 will mark quite a few milestones 
like 2009. This past March marked forty 
years since the merger of The Chicago 
Burlington & Quincy plus it’s two subsid-
iaries Colorado & Southeren and the Fort 
Worth & Denver plus the Northern Pacific 
and the Great Northern and the Spokane, 
Portland & Seattle to form The Burlington 

Northern Railroad. It has been 30 years 
since BN absorbed the Frisco. Of course BN 
is now part of Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railway which will be 15 years old this year.

2010 also marks the 25th anniversary of 
The Great Flood of 1985 that hit western 
Virginia and West Virginia extremely hard. 
The Roanoke Transportation Museum 
located at Wasena Park had to be relocated 
to what is now The Virginia Museum of 
Transportation.

The year also marks 40 years since 
Class A No. 1218 arrived in Roanoke from 
Steamtown back in 1970, the “original” 
Steamtown. The new Steamtown will be 
celebrating 15 years at it’s current home up 
in Scranton, PA. It has also been 25 years 
this year since Southern Railway 4501 pol-
ished the rails here in Virginia. I’ll inform 
you readers of more milestones as I discover 
them and as time gets closer.

JUST A MINUTE FOLKS. I’ve jes been 
alerted of another 2010 milestone. N&W 
Class J No. 611 will turn 60 and The Virginia 
Museum of Transportation has a day long 
birthday celebration in the works scheduled 
for Saturday June 19th. Contact the VMT for 
further details.

There will be at least three other railroad 
related events scheduled for June. The 
Manassas Railway Festival will be held in 
downtown/Old Town Manassas on Saturday 
June 5th. This event is free and opened 
to the public. The following weekend of 
June 12th and 13th, the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer, N.C. 
will have it’s annual RAIL DAYS from 9 
a.m. til 5 p.m. both days. On Monday June 
21st, the Old Dominion Chapter N.R.H.S. 
will celebrate the grand opening of it’s Hull 
Street Station Richmond Railway Museum. 
Festivities will get underway at 7:30 p.m. 
with doors opening around 6:30 p.m. This 
has been a major project and headache 

unteer for refreshments for the July meet-
ing.

IV. Minutes of the 4-15-10 Chapter meet-
ing: Skip Salmon

A. After copies of these minutes were 
passed around and read, Harold Hunley 
moved that the minutes of the 4-15-10 meet-
ing be approved as read. Second by Gary 
Gray. Motion Passed.

V. Thank you by Bev Fitzpatrick, Director 
of the Virginia Museum of Transportation.

A. Bev thanked the Chapter for assist-
ing in the recent Roanoke Rails event May 
8 and for providing motor car rides at the 
VMT. He also thanked Gordon Hamilton and 
Lewis Newton for assisting with the 611 
display. He announced that soon the signs 
on area Interstate Highways that indicate 
this region as a Technical Corridor will soon 
be replaced with signs announcing the area 
as the Virginia Rail Heritage Corridor. He 
also thanked the Chapter for our work in 
the renovation of the Virginian Passenger 
Station.

VI. Treasurer’s Report: Jim Cosby
A. Jim announced that a complete up to 

date report of Chapter finances is available 
to any Chapter Member upon request.

B. He said that we have received pay-
ment of $20,000 from the Monticello Rail 
Museum as partial payment for our Coach 
No. 1827.

C. Jim reported on the two recent Rail 
Excursions:

1. Thaxton Elementary School Excursion 
was a success with 120 adults and children 
riding from Lynchburg to Charlottesville 
with Chapter assistance. Jim reported that 
the Chapter donation of $200 to help under-
write the project and $120.29 in expenses 
for a total Chapter donation of $320.29. He 
also reported that photos and an account 
of this excursion has been passed on to 
Carl Jensen for National publication in the 

“NRHS Bulletin”.
2. May 14, 2010 Chapter Excursion to 

Washington and Return Excursion was a 
“sell-out”. There were 100 who rode this 
trip with grossed income of $10,640.00, 
$8,296.41 expenses for a Chapter net of 
$2,343.59. Ten Chapter members made the 
trip. 

3. Jim Cosby thanked Jim and Kathy 
Overholser and Dorr Tucker for their assis-
tance in making this trip a success.

VII. Membership: Walt Alexander
A. Walt reported that we have 165 mem-

bers in good standing and 5 have not 
renewed as of this date. Membership is up 
over this time last year.

B. Walt announced that membership 
applications are available in the lobby and 
on line.

VIII. National: Carl Jensen
A. Carl was out of town so no report was 

given.
B. Jeff recognized Carl’s service as 

Chairman of the National Convention 
Committee for 10 years.

IX. Roanoke Rail Day May 8, 2010
A. Jeff thanked all Chapter members who 

helped with this event and announced that 
because of communication problems, our 
Chapter 611 tool car and N&W Caboose were 
not moved over to OWL to take part. He said 
that VMT reported over 500 paid admissions 
to the event and Clifton Forge C&O Heritage 
reported 1500 attending their event.  

X. Committees:
A. Mechanical/Siding/ Equipment: Eddie 

Mooneyham
1. Eddie announced that the 1134 steam 

engine is now at Portsmouth at the VA Rail 
Museum. (Skip passed out some photos of 
the 1134 assembled at the Museum)

2. Eddie announced that the 611 suffered 
some scrapes to her paint clear-coat while 
being moved form VMT to OWL and return. 
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Oehring, Jeff Sanders and Dorr Tucker all 
participated in getting the car ready. Sanding 
and primer paint, cleaning stainless steel, 
fabricating a lower portion of a dutch door 
and installing batteries. The car was sent 
to East End Shops in December 1973 for 
brake work, then on the last day of January 
1974 left for the Clinchfield Shops at Erwin, 
Tennessee who was thought to overhaul the 
air conditioning system, fill and connect the 
batteries and paint the car in Tuscan Red 
with gold lettering. The 1827 would become 
RNRH 1210 and named John. M. Hancock in 
honor of the efforts of John. The car would 
return from the Clinchfield sometime in 
early April, but still required a lot of clean-
ing, and the a/c was still not functioning 
properly.

It made its first trip as a Chapter owned 
car on July 3, 1974 was in a deadhead 
move west from Roanoke to Portsmouth 
Ohio in time freight 85. It would join the 
“Independence Limited II” operating east 
out of Cincinnati heading to Williamson, 
West Virginia. The 1210 would remain with 
the train the remainder of the run, east out 
of Williamson, turning off at Wharncliffe, 
West Virginia on the connection to the 
former Virginia Guyandotte River line to 
Mullens. Some 20 miles of the Guyandotte 
River branch had just been opened with 
the track relocated to account for the R. D. 
Bailey Dam. This was the first train over the 
newly relocated portion of the line powered 
by Southern 4501 with N&W Bicentennial 
SD45 No. 1776 in the lead. The “IL II” would 
continue on to Roanoke, with a side excur-
sion to Buena Vista, before proceeding on to 
Alexandria, Virginia. That began the career 
of the first lightweight car in our fleet. 

Over the years, 1210 would serve in a 
variety of Southern steam excursion trains, 
and even be repainted into Chessie Steam 
Special colors for use in the Chessie Steam 

Special in the late 1970s. It was also used in 
commuter service in the Baltimore area for a 
time in its Chessie paint.

By the arrival of 611 on the scene, the 
1210 was still a prime excursion coach, with 
its smoking lounge frequently used as the 
first aid station base. The Chapter was inter-
ested in returning the cars to a more correct 
N&W practice at the time, and renumbered 
the car back to its N&W number 1827 and 
did not reapply the name to the car as it 
was not N&W practice to name coaches. In 
the early 1980s, sister car 1829 was acquired 
from a group in Baltimore. 

The 1829 was fatally damaged at 
Lynchburg in September 1994 when a pig-
gyback train backed into the standing excur-
sion train. 1827 was derailed, but suffered 
no damage and was back in service after a 
full inspection. 1829 would be returned, 
stripped and finally scrapped.

The 1827 remained in our service, most 
recently as part of the train at North 
Carolina Museum of Transportation 
with our other cars. It was there that the 
Monticello Railroad Museum saw her in 
January and wanted to add her to their 
fleet, bringing a former Wabash car back to 
Wabash rails.

So the 1827 leaves us with all the best 
wishes for many more years of service.

Roanoke Chapter NRHS Meeting 
5-20-10 Preliminary Minutes

I. Call to order: Jeff Sanders at 7:40 PM at 
the O. Winston Link Auditorium. 35 signed 
the attendance roster.

II. Welcoming Visitors: Jeff Sanders wel-
comed Brad Dobbins 

III. Announcements: Bonnie Molinary 
announced that former member Nancy 
Austin, widow of Joe Austin passed away. 
Bonnie also announced that we need a vol-

for the chapter for the past 10 to 15 years 
mainly because of government red tape. 
If Richmond had been as tough and dif-
ficult with The North during the Civil War 
as they are with legitimate businesses and 
worthwhile projects, the North would have 
never conquered and taken over the city. 
Everytime one set of requirements were 
met, they would come up with something 
else. All are welcome to attend.

Many years ago I wrote on how traffic 
on the former N&W Railway thru Crewe 
and Burkeville had fallen off, especially 
coal trains and the westbound empties. 
If God himself would have informed me 
that spending 8 to 10 hours in area would 
yield no coal trains or westbound empties, 
I would be tempted to question and even 
doubt him. But it would definitely be true 
as I discovered numerous times over the 
past five years. Since I was forced to work 
second shift at work, when I plan to attend 
the monthly business meeting of The High 
Bridge Railroad Club in Farmville, I make 
an entire day of it by spending the day in 
Crewe and Burkeville. I did this on Tuesday 
April 6th and was greatly surprised at the 
amount of coal and merchandise trains I 
witnessed from 10:08 a.m. til 6:35 p.m. that 
day. 11 total which included coal trains 820 
and 814 plus empties 821, 815 and 521. I 
had missed time freight 148 with our own 
Percy Wilkins at the throttle by a few min-
utes. 

Seems like everytime I spend some seri-
ous time along the former N&W, something 
special shows up. Back in September, it was 
the Norfolk Southern Office Car Special. 
While in Burkeville I heard over the scanner 
that an 048 was on the way. That 048 was 
the Barnum & Bailey circus train headed for 
Richmond. It was my first time seeing that 
train in action in many years and I missed 
about an hour of the business meeting 

because of it. It was the Blue Team this time 
around. Because of a computer problem 
with the breaking system, the train was 
in Burkeville for nearly 30 minutes. Crews 
were changed there. I got to meet and chat 
with the onboard trainmaster and his lab-
rador retriever which used the long stop to 
stretch his four legs and hit a nearby fire 
hydrant. I was hoping to see the elephants 
but all I saw as the long train slowly depart-
ed town were unhappy looking circus perso-
nel with the exception of two whom waved 
as if they were thoroughly enjoying it all.

If seeing and or photographing Union 
Pacific’s Heritage Fleet locomotives is on 
your agenda, you’d better get crackin’. 
The railroad announced recently that the 
engines will be repainted to Armour yel-
low with conventional road numbers when 
major overhauls are required. Along the 
same lines, Union Pacific is studying the fea-
sibility of overhauling anywhere from 50 to 
300 of it’s best performing SD40-2 locomo-
tives.

My Memories of One-Way Trip 
(Part Two) 

by Joe Fagan
(Editor’s Note: Part One of this article was 

featured in the January/February 2010 issue 
of Turntable Times.)

We had one day of rest from our train 
ride. Monday morning we picked 

up our ditty bags and boarded the Army 
Transport AP 147, General. E.T. Collins 
and in short order we were on the way 
West again. After a day or so getting my 
sea legs going and getting acquainted with 
the ship, to combat pure boredom I vol-
unteered to help the Gunners Mate in the 
ship’s armory. This was my first exposure 
to military guns. I learned how to strip and 
clean .45 automatic pistols, BAR rifles, .30 
cal. water-cooled machine guns and those 
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for the Chapter a “dog house” enclosure 
that was used on the tenders of larger 
N&W steam engines. The head end brake-
man occupied the “dog house” in order to 
observe trains while moving over the road. 
Eddie and Skip moved it to 9th Street where 
it will be sandblasted, painted and restored. 
The “dog house” was donated to the Chapter 
by its former owner, who has been properly 
thanked.

Concerning the Virginian Station, Jim 
Cosby reported on delays for rebidding and 
that Alison Blanton is working on the envi-
ronmental portion of this process. Barry 
Rakes, our architect, met with a structural 
engineer and several Station Committee 
Members at the Station on May 5 to inspect 
the recent falling of part of the southwest 
overhang. It was decided to try to remove 
some of the load by removing a portion of 
the roof tiles on that corner in order to pre-
vent further damage. 

May 14 Washington DC trip is sold out. A 
meeting will be set up, possibly on June 5, 
with Watauga, Spencer and Huntington, to 
discuss the fall trips. 

We are still waiting on confirmation from 
Amtrak. Carl Jensen is exploring information 
regarding private cars available for the excur-
sions. Danville and Bluefield will be notified 
by Walt Alexander of our current situation 
regarding the fall trips to their locations.

In new business, Eddie Mooneyham, along 
with a number of mechanical committee 
members are planning to operate motor 
cars at VMT on Roanoke Rail Day, May 8, to 
give rides to patrons of the Museum. The 
Chapter is considering a proposal for us to 
letter several pieces of rail equipment for 
VMT. More information is needed before a 
decision can be made.

 The next scheduled meeting of this Board 
is Tuesday June 1, 2010.

Chapter Coach 1827
by Ken Miller

As you may recall from the minutes, we 
have sold our coach No. 1827 to the 

Monticello Railway Museum in Monticello, 
Illinois. I thought members and friends 
would like to read a short history of the car. 

This car was the first lightweight car 
that Roanoke Chapter added to its fleet in 
September 1972, giving us ownership for 
almost 38 years, or longer than all three of 
the previous railroads that owned her! The 
1827 began life as a Pullman built coach for 
the Boston and Maine, named “Blackbird” 
No. 4803 in summer 1947. The B&M did 
not keep the car for long, In August 1948, 
the eight coaches were sold to the Wabash 
and renumbered to numbers 1417-1424 and 
dropped the names. Not long after arrival 
on the Wabash, the 1827 (then 1420) had 
its stainless steel sheathing removed and 
became a smooth side car, unlike the rest 
of the series. While we do not know the 
reason for the stainless removal, a serious 
sideswipe collision could have damaged the 
stainless enough to not justify the repair or 
replacement. 

After merger into the N&W in 1964, the 
cars were renumbered into the series 1824-
1831. The renumbering took place over 
time, as the cars were shopped. In 1967, cars 
1829 and 1830 were assigned to Roanoke 
for service in Southern trains 17-18 and 41-
42. The 1827 never seemed to serve on the 
original N&W. After the end of N&W pas-
senger service on May 1, 1971, the 1827 was 
stored at Decatur, and finally was released 
for disposition in 1972 thus ending its 24 
year career for three railroads. However, it 
was to begin its second career as privately 
owned by Roanoke Chapter. The car came 
to Roanoke and our mechanical crew began 
work to make it our own. A few members of 
that crew are still around; Carl Jensen, Karl 

old-fashioned bolt-action rifles. I wiped 
down the 20mm and 40 mm AA guns but 
he wouldn’t let me fool with the big 5 inch 
38 cannons. Our ship took a random zigzag 
course all the way across the Pacific Ocean. 
We crossed the Equator on July 5, 1945 and 
the International Datel Line on July 6 or 8. 
I don’t know how that would be put into 
the ships log. July 7 was jumped over all 
together. It would have been great if the cap-
tain had steered the ship to cross both lines 
at the same time and had blown the whistle 
right on the sweet spot.

The surface of the ocean is about the only 
thing that changes. It could be like a sheet 
of glass one day and the next day it could be 
breaking over the bow of the ship. We didn’t 
pass within sight of a single island all the 
way to Australia. We passed across the south 
side of Australia just a short distance from 
the coast. That coast was known as the Great 
Australian Blight. I didn’t see any flat beach-
es all the way across, just high vertical cliffs. 
We stopped at Fremantle, close to Perth, 
on the southwest corner of Australia. We 
stayed there overnight waiting on another 
troop ship that had been behind us all along 
and at that point we got an Austrailian cor-
vette escort through the Indian Ocean. That 
makes two troop ships with a total of about 
13,000 men and one Aussie ship comparable 
to a US Destroyer running shotgun for us.

By that time we had decided that we were 
enroute to India. We were there within 
a few days. We had to go up the Hooghly 
River, which is the major outlet of the 
Ganges River. It was about fifty miles of 
river travel. That was one nasty river. There 
was a regular convoy of small freight boats 
on the river. The boats were about fifty feet 
long and probably twenty feet wide. There 
were two walkways, one on each side, that 
three or four men on each side would use 
long poles to push the boat along. They 

walked to the front of the boat, pushed the 
poles into the river bottom and walked to 
the rear of the boat. The river was tidal for 
some distance up stream and there was a 
tidal bore at each high tide. It came in a 
single wave about three feet high across the 
width of the river. Ocean going ships had to 
wait for that bore to get deep enough water 
to go all the way to Calcutta. When we final-
ly arrived they anchored out in the middle 
of the river. They brought a couple of light-
ers out to the ship. Their light consisted of a 
flat platform about two feet above the water-
line with big side wheels like old US river-
boats that had been cut down to water level. 
The Navy guys were the first off and all we 
had to do was pick up our ditty bags and 
get off. After they got about a hundred or so 
army guys with their packs and gear off they 
took us to shore. We (Navy) were trucked to 
a small camp called Camp Knox. It mostly 
consisted of little shacks and pens but the 
only permanent building there was the one 
we slept in and it had concrete floors and 
was made of stone with a tin roof but no 
windows or doors installed. Right across 
the road was a big British fort that had con-
crete walls at least thirty feet high and huge 
doors. I never did see inside that place.

I only stayed in Camp Knox for about a 
week and was moved into the city to a big 
English style house called Hostel No. 5. I 
finally found out why I was in India. The 
Japanese Army was really beating up on the 
Chinese killing about six Chinese to each 
one Jap. The Chinese and American lead-
ers got together and formed an organiza-
tion called The Sino-American Cooperataive 
Organization and also called the U.S. Naval 
Group China and nicknamed SACO and also 
known in some circles as the Rice Paddy 
Navy. They were just jealous because we 
were getting paid $3.75 per day subsistence. 
Room and Board in Hostel No. 5 was only 
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75 rupees per month. One dollar would buy 
three rupees. Cooks, waiters, houseboys, 
cleaners, Gurkha guards at the gates and the 
paunie walah (water boy) were all included. 

Now getting back to why we were there. 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, the Chinese 
leader at the time and President Roosevelt 
agreed that something had to be done 
about the Japanese in China, so Chiang 
put General Tai Li, the head of the Chinese 
Secret Service and Washington put Admiral 
Milton Miles of the U.S. Navy to work on 
it and SACO was born. General Tai Li was 
Commander and Admiral Miles was Vice 
Commander. Ten units were established 
located in remote parts of China. Their 
job was to train Chinese Nationlist Army 
Commandos in guerilla warfare. Some men 
were to establish weather stations through 
the Himalayan Mountains and Gobi Desert 
to provide weather information to the U.S. 
Navy Fleet and U.S. Army Air Force. Coast 
Watcher positions were established along 
the China Coast from Korea to Burma. About 
2,500 Americans were members of SACO. I 
WAS NO HERO BY ANY STRETCH OF THE 
IMAGINATION. I was just one lucky kid who 
was on a very memorable trip. I will admit 
that the ship and hotel accomodations were 
a little less than cruise ships offer but it 
sure was interesting. (End Part Two of My 
Memories of One-Way Trip).

Amtrak Launches Twitter Page
Amtrak recently launched a Twitter page to 

help keep passengers informed and to reach 
a new audience. By following @Amtrak on 
Twitter, riders will be able to learn the latest 
news on service enhancements, promotions, 
special offers and events. 

Condolences
The Chapter offers its condolences to the 

family of Nancy Austin who passed away on 

April 16. Long time members may remember 
that Nancy was the wife of long time mem-
ber Joe Austin, who passed away several 
years ago. 

Where the $ No. &@^% No. is 
my Turntable Times?

by Ken Miller

As you possibly noticed, the March-April 
issue of Turntable Times was pretty slow 

in getting to you. While I never heard any-
one ask, I’m sure at least a few folks have 
wondered. The last issue, as you may have 
noticed was fairly full, and due to some late 
articles, it was delayed until past the print 
deadline. Then it fell into that hole that is 
among my busiest times at work. Now don’t 
get me wrong folks, I am very happy to have 
a job. However, like many of us, the job is 
always pushing more, and stuff is coming 
in later than ever, creating more stress, and 
by the time my day is through. As most of 
us who have done this newsletter, it is a 
second job, and without any incentive, I 
really don’t have motivation or energy to sit 
down in front of the computer again, to do 
the same kind of things that I do all day. So, 
even with the newsletter virtually complete, 
I just could not get it set up to go to print, 
and be sent out electronically.

Unfortunately, I also have been having 
some health issues with my back in recent 
weeks, which did not allow me to sit in 
front of the computer for any length of time. 
However, we hopefully are getting back to 
schedule, and I am able to get this done in a 
more timely manner.

Normally, the electronic version is sent 
out and delivered at least 5 days before the 
print version will get in the mail. It will also 
save the Chapter a considerable amount of 
money, as we are now only printing about 
1/4 of the number of newsletters we did 
approximately 10 years ago, and even less 

than we did 25 years ago. If you wish to 
receive the newsletter via email, please send 
your email address to Walt Alexander who 
is the membership chairman and electronic 
billing contact with National at terrapin66@
cox.net. 

As well, if you want to see the newsletter 
published more frequently, and in a more 
timely manner, I’ll be happy to turn the job 
of composing and fomatting it over to any-
one who wishes to take it on.

Roanoke Chapter NRHS Board 
Meeting 5-4-10

provided by Jeff Sanders

Directors attending were Jeff Sanders, 
Bill Mason, Skip Salmon, Eddie 

Mooneyham, Jim Cosby, Ken Miller, Carl 
Jensen and Landon Gregory. Also present 
was Walt Alexander, Membership Chairman.

The minutes of the April 6 meeting were 
approved as read. 

Jim Cosby reported on the Thaxton 
Elementary School Excursion trip. Jim 
reported that 92 students and 59 adults rode 
with a total of 151. His reported reflected 
that a total net cost to the Chapter for the 
trip was $20.29. It was obvious that the 
students, and their adult chaperons, had a 
great time. A copy of the Treasurer’s Report 
is available to any Chapter member upon 
request.

Membership Chairman Walt Alexander 
reported that we now have 164 members in 
good standing including a renewal from a 
family in Japan.

National Director Carl Jensen reported 
that he is no longer the National Convention 
Committee Chairman. We commended him 
for his very successful service in that post 
for 10 years. Carl says that changes to the 
National by-laws and Board Structure are 
coming. Walt Alexander, who is heading up 
our Chapter’s By-laws Committee, will wait 

for National changes before continuing to 
propose changes at the Chapter level. Carl 
will also share our Thaxton School story, 
with photos, to the National publications.

Mechanical/Siding/Equipment: Skip 
Salmon reported that Spencer has been noti-
fied that we have sold car 1827, which will 
be removed by June 14. Jeff Sanders said 
that we are waiting for a response from Iowa 
Pacific regarding our counter-proposal for 
the sale of car 3305 “Mardi Gras.” Eddie and 
Bill reported that the N&W 1134, M2, will 
soon be loaded on a flat car that NS provided 
(XTTX 142093) for shipment to Portsmouth, 
Virginia. NS Mechanical personnel have 
inspected the 611, tool car and N&W caboose 
and our mechanical forces have cleaned and 
prepared these two cars for the Rail Day on 
Saturday.

Eddie Mooneyham is checking into the 
possible purchase of a 7000 pound capac-
ity Hyster forklift for Chapter use. Eddie 
also reported that the 537 AC change out 
is on track. He and Rick Rader will travel 
to Spencer and assist with this. Harold and 
Chris Hunley and Gary Wood are still work-
ing on our N&W M2 1118, and report that 
there is no major rust to prevent movement 
of the engine.

A motion by Jim Cosby was approved, as 
follows “that the Board prepare and adopt 
by July 31, 2010, a business plan to sell the 
No. 1827 ex-Wabash Coach, No. 3305 “Mardi 
Gras Lounge/Observation Car, and No. 1148 
“Devil’s Lake” Dorm/Café Car and use the 
proceeds and other Chapter resources to 
upgrade at least two of our historic N&W 
cars to Amtrak standards, one at a time. The 
plan should include obtaining professional 
estimates and specifications to perform the 
work, and bids should be requested and 
received from at least two professional resto-
ration contractors.”

Skip Salmon reported that he has secured 



1 15 6

75 rupees per month. One dollar would buy 
three rupees. Cooks, waiters, houseboys, 
cleaners, Gurkha guards at the gates and the 
paunie walah (water boy) were all included. 

Now getting back to why we were there. 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, the Chinese 
leader at the time and President Roosevelt 
agreed that something had to be done 
about the Japanese in China, so Chiang 
put General Tai Li, the head of the Chinese 
Secret Service and Washington put Admiral 
Milton Miles of the U.S. Navy to work on 
it and SACO was born. General Tai Li was 
Commander and Admiral Miles was Vice 
Commander. Ten units were established 
located in remote parts of China. Their 
job was to train Chinese Nationlist Army 
Commandos in guerilla warfare. Some men 
were to establish weather stations through 
the Himalayan Mountains and Gobi Desert 
to provide weather information to the U.S. 
Navy Fleet and U.S. Army Air Force. Coast 
Watcher positions were established along 
the China Coast from Korea to Burma. About 
2,500 Americans were members of SACO. I 
WAS NO HERO BY ANY STRETCH OF THE 
IMAGINATION. I was just one lucky kid who 
was on a very memorable trip. I will admit 
that the ship and hotel accomodations were 
a little less than cruise ships offer but it 
sure was interesting. (End Part Two of My 
Memories of One-Way Trip).

Amtrak Launches Twitter Page
Amtrak recently launched a Twitter page to 

help keep passengers informed and to reach 
a new audience. By following @Amtrak on 
Twitter, riders will be able to learn the latest 
news on service enhancements, promotions, 
special offers and events. 

Condolences
The Chapter offers its condolences to the 

family of Nancy Austin who passed away on 

April 16. Long time members may remember 
that Nancy was the wife of long time mem-
ber Joe Austin, who passed away several 
years ago. 

Where the $ No. &@^% No. is 
my Turntable Times?

by Ken Miller

As you possibly noticed, the March-April 
issue of Turntable Times was pretty slow 

in getting to you. While I never heard any-
one ask, I’m sure at least a few folks have 
wondered. The last issue, as you may have 
noticed was fairly full, and due to some late 
articles, it was delayed until past the print 
deadline. Then it fell into that hole that is 
among my busiest times at work. Now don’t 
get me wrong folks, I am very happy to have 
a job. However, like many of us, the job is 
always pushing more, and stuff is coming 
in later than ever, creating more stress, and 
by the time my day is through. As most of 
us who have done this newsletter, it is a 
second job, and without any incentive, I 
really don’t have motivation or energy to sit 
down in front of the computer again, to do 
the same kind of things that I do all day. So, 
even with the newsletter virtually complete, 
I just could not get it set up to go to print, 
and be sent out electronically.

Unfortunately, I also have been having 
some health issues with my back in recent 
weeks, which did not allow me to sit in 
front of the computer for any length of time. 
However, we hopefully are getting back to 
schedule, and I am able to get this done in a 
more timely manner.

Normally, the electronic version is sent 
out and delivered at least 5 days before the 
print version will get in the mail. It will also 
save the Chapter a considerable amount of 
money, as we are now only printing about 
1/4 of the number of newsletters we did 
approximately 10 years ago, and even less 

than we did 25 years ago. If you wish to 
receive the newsletter via email, please send 
your email address to Walt Alexander who 
is the membership chairman and electronic 
billing contact with National at terrapin66@
cox.net. 

As well, if you want to see the newsletter 
published more frequently, and in a more 
timely manner, I’ll be happy to turn the job 
of composing and fomatting it over to any-
one who wishes to take it on.

Roanoke Chapter NRHS Board 
Meeting 5-4-10

provided by Jeff Sanders

Directors attending were Jeff Sanders, 
Bill Mason, Skip Salmon, Eddie 

Mooneyham, Jim Cosby, Ken Miller, Carl 
Jensen and Landon Gregory. Also present 
was Walt Alexander, Membership Chairman.

The minutes of the April 6 meeting were 
approved as read. 

Jim Cosby reported on the Thaxton 
Elementary School Excursion trip. Jim 
reported that 92 students and 59 adults rode 
with a total of 151. His reported reflected 
that a total net cost to the Chapter for the 
trip was $20.29. It was obvious that the 
students, and their adult chaperons, had a 
great time. A copy of the Treasurer’s Report 
is available to any Chapter member upon 
request.

Membership Chairman Walt Alexander 
reported that we now have 164 members in 
good standing including a renewal from a 
family in Japan.

National Director Carl Jensen reported 
that he is no longer the National Convention 
Committee Chairman. We commended him 
for his very successful service in that post 
for 10 years. Carl says that changes to the 
National by-laws and Board Structure are 
coming. Walt Alexander, who is heading up 
our Chapter’s By-laws Committee, will wait 

for National changes before continuing to 
propose changes at the Chapter level. Carl 
will also share our Thaxton School story, 
with photos, to the National publications.

Mechanical/Siding/Equipment: Skip 
Salmon reported that Spencer has been noti-
fied that we have sold car 1827, which will 
be removed by June 14. Jeff Sanders said 
that we are waiting for a response from Iowa 
Pacific regarding our counter-proposal for 
the sale of car 3305 “Mardi Gras.” Eddie and 
Bill reported that the N&W 1134, M2, will 
soon be loaded on a flat car that NS provided 
(XTTX 142093) for shipment to Portsmouth, 
Virginia. NS Mechanical personnel have 
inspected the 611, tool car and N&W caboose 
and our mechanical forces have cleaned and 
prepared these two cars for the Rail Day on 
Saturday.

Eddie Mooneyham is checking into the 
possible purchase of a 7000 pound capac-
ity Hyster forklift for Chapter use. Eddie 
also reported that the 537 AC change out 
is on track. He and Rick Rader will travel 
to Spencer and assist with this. Harold and 
Chris Hunley and Gary Wood are still work-
ing on our N&W M2 1118, and report that 
there is no major rust to prevent movement 
of the engine.

A motion by Jim Cosby was approved, as 
follows “that the Board prepare and adopt 
by July 31, 2010, a business plan to sell the 
No. 1827 ex-Wabash Coach, No. 3305 “Mardi 
Gras Lounge/Observation Car, and No. 1148 
“Devil’s Lake” Dorm/Café Car and use the 
proceeds and other Chapter resources to 
upgrade at least two of our historic N&W 
cars to Amtrak standards, one at a time. The 
plan should include obtaining professional 
estimates and specifications to perform the 
work, and bids should be requested and 
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for the Chapter a “dog house” enclosure 
that was used on the tenders of larger 
N&W steam engines. The head end brake-
man occupied the “dog house” in order to 
observe trains while moving over the road. 
Eddie and Skip moved it to 9th Street where 
it will be sandblasted, painted and restored. 
The “dog house” was donated to the Chapter 
by its former owner, who has been properly 
thanked.

Concerning the Virginian Station, Jim 
Cosby reported on delays for rebidding and 
that Alison Blanton is working on the envi-
ronmental portion of this process. Barry 
Rakes, our architect, met with a structural 
engineer and several Station Committee 
Members at the Station on May 5 to inspect 
the recent falling of part of the southwest 
overhang. It was decided to try to remove 
some of the load by removing a portion of 
the roof tiles on that corner in order to pre-
vent further damage. 

May 14 Washington DC trip is sold out. A 
meeting will be set up, possibly on June 5, 
with Watauga, Spencer and Huntington, to 
discuss the fall trips. 

We are still waiting on confirmation from 
Amtrak. Carl Jensen is exploring information 
regarding private cars available for the excur-
sions. Danville and Bluefield will be notified 
by Walt Alexander of our current situation 
regarding the fall trips to their locations.

In new business, Eddie Mooneyham, along 
with a number of mechanical committee 
members are planning to operate motor 
cars at VMT on Roanoke Rail Day, May 8, to 
give rides to patrons of the Museum. The 
Chapter is considering a proposal for us to 
letter several pieces of rail equipment for 
VMT. More information is needed before a 
decision can be made.

 The next scheduled meeting of this Board 
is Tuesday June 1, 2010.

Chapter Coach 1827
by Ken Miller

As you may recall from the minutes, we 
have sold our coach No. 1827 to the 

Monticello Railway Museum in Monticello, 
Illinois. I thought members and friends 
would like to read a short history of the car. 

This car was the first lightweight car 
that Roanoke Chapter added to its fleet in 
September 1972, giving us ownership for 
almost 38 years, or longer than all three of 
the previous railroads that owned her! The 
1827 began life as a Pullman built coach for 
the Boston and Maine, named “Blackbird” 
No. 4803 in summer 1947. The B&M did 
not keep the car for long, In August 1948, 
the eight coaches were sold to the Wabash 
and renumbered to numbers 1417-1424 and 
dropped the names. Not long after arrival 
on the Wabash, the 1827 (then 1420) had 
its stainless steel sheathing removed and 
became a smooth side car, unlike the rest 
of the series. While we do not know the 
reason for the stainless removal, a serious 
sideswipe collision could have damaged the 
stainless enough to not justify the repair or 
replacement. 

After merger into the N&W in 1964, the 
cars were renumbered into the series 1824-
1831. The renumbering took place over 
time, as the cars were shopped. In 1967, cars 
1829 and 1830 were assigned to Roanoke 
for service in Southern trains 17-18 and 41-
42. The 1827 never seemed to serve on the 
original N&W. After the end of N&W pas-
senger service on May 1, 1971, the 1827 was 
stored at Decatur, and finally was released 
for disposition in 1972 thus ending its 24 
year career for three railroads. However, it 
was to begin its second career as privately 
owned by Roanoke Chapter. The car came 
to Roanoke and our mechanical crew began 
work to make it our own. A few members of 
that crew are still around; Carl Jensen, Karl 

old-fashioned bolt-action rifles. I wiped 
down the 20mm and 40 mm AA guns but 
he wouldn’t let me fool with the big 5 inch 
38 cannons. Our ship took a random zigzag 
course all the way across the Pacific Ocean. 
We crossed the Equator on July 5, 1945 and 
the International Datel Line on July 6 or 8. 
I don’t know how that would be put into 
the ships log. July 7 was jumped over all 
together. It would have been great if the cap-
tain had steered the ship to cross both lines 
at the same time and had blown the whistle 
right on the sweet spot.

The surface of the ocean is about the only 
thing that changes. It could be like a sheet 
of glass one day and the next day it could be 
breaking over the bow of the ship. We didn’t 
pass within sight of a single island all the 
way to Australia. We passed across the south 
side of Australia just a short distance from 
the coast. That coast was known as the Great 
Australian Blight. I didn’t see any flat beach-
es all the way across, just high vertical cliffs. 
We stopped at Fremantle, close to Perth, 
on the southwest corner of Australia. We 
stayed there overnight waiting on another 
troop ship that had been behind us all along 
and at that point we got an Austrailian cor-
vette escort through the Indian Ocean. That 
makes two troop ships with a total of about 
13,000 men and one Aussie ship comparable 
to a US Destroyer running shotgun for us.

By that time we had decided that we were 
enroute to India. We were there within 
a few days. We had to go up the Hooghly 
River, which is the major outlet of the 
Ganges River. It was about fifty miles of 
river travel. That was one nasty river. There 
was a regular convoy of small freight boats 
on the river. The boats were about fifty feet 
long and probably twenty feet wide. There 
were two walkways, one on each side, that 
three or four men on each side would use 
long poles to push the boat along. They 

walked to the front of the boat, pushed the 
poles into the river bottom and walked to 
the rear of the boat. The river was tidal for 
some distance up stream and there was a 
tidal bore at each high tide. It came in a 
single wave about three feet high across the 
width of the river. Ocean going ships had to 
wait for that bore to get deep enough water 
to go all the way to Calcutta. When we final-
ly arrived they anchored out in the middle 
of the river. They brought a couple of light-
ers out to the ship. Their light consisted of a 
flat platform about two feet above the water-
line with big side wheels like old US river-
boats that had been cut down to water level. 
The Navy guys were the first off and all we 
had to do was pick up our ditty bags and 
get off. After they got about a hundred or so 
army guys with their packs and gear off they 
took us to shore. We (Navy) were trucked to 
a small camp called Camp Knox. It mostly 
consisted of little shacks and pens but the 
only permanent building there was the one 
we slept in and it had concrete floors and 
was made of stone with a tin roof but no 
windows or doors installed. Right across 
the road was a big British fort that had con-
crete walls at least thirty feet high and huge 
doors. I never did see inside that place.

I only stayed in Camp Knox for about a 
week and was moved into the city to a big 
English style house called Hostel No. 5. I 
finally found out why I was in India. The 
Japanese Army was really beating up on the 
Chinese killing about six Chinese to each 
one Jap. The Chinese and American lead-
ers got together and formed an organiza-
tion called The Sino-American Cooperataive 
Organization and also called the U.S. Naval 
Group China and nicknamed SACO and also 
known in some circles as the Rice Paddy 
Navy. They were just jealous because we 
were getting paid $3.75 per day subsistence. 
Room and Board in Hostel No. 5 was only 
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Oehring, Jeff Sanders and Dorr Tucker all 
participated in getting the car ready. Sanding 
and primer paint, cleaning stainless steel, 
fabricating a lower portion of a dutch door 
and installing batteries. The car was sent 
to East End Shops in December 1973 for 
brake work, then on the last day of January 
1974 left for the Clinchfield Shops at Erwin, 
Tennessee who was thought to overhaul the 
air conditioning system, fill and connect the 
batteries and paint the car in Tuscan Red 
with gold lettering. The 1827 would become 
RNRH 1210 and named John. M. Hancock in 
honor of the efforts of John. The car would 
return from the Clinchfield sometime in 
early April, but still required a lot of clean-
ing, and the a/c was still not functioning 
properly.

It made its first trip as a Chapter owned 
car on July 3, 1974 was in a deadhead 
move west from Roanoke to Portsmouth 
Ohio in time freight 85. It would join the 
“Independence Limited II” operating east 
out of Cincinnati heading to Williamson, 
West Virginia. The 1210 would remain with 
the train the remainder of the run, east out 
of Williamson, turning off at Wharncliffe, 
West Virginia on the connection to the 
former Virginia Guyandotte River line to 
Mullens. Some 20 miles of the Guyandotte 
River branch had just been opened with 
the track relocated to account for the R. D. 
Bailey Dam. This was the first train over the 
newly relocated portion of the line powered 
by Southern 4501 with N&W Bicentennial 
SD45 No. 1776 in the lead. The “IL II” would 
continue on to Roanoke, with a side excur-
sion to Buena Vista, before proceeding on to 
Alexandria, Virginia. That began the career 
of the first lightweight car in our fleet. 

Over the years, 1210 would serve in a 
variety of Southern steam excursion trains, 
and even be repainted into Chessie Steam 
Special colors for use in the Chessie Steam 

Special in the late 1970s. It was also used in 
commuter service in the Baltimore area for a 
time in its Chessie paint.

By the arrival of 611 on the scene, the 
1210 was still a prime excursion coach, with 
its smoking lounge frequently used as the 
first aid station base. The Chapter was inter-
ested in returning the cars to a more correct 
N&W practice at the time, and renumbered 
the car back to its N&W number 1827 and 
did not reapply the name to the car as it 
was not N&W practice to name coaches. In 
the early 1980s, sister car 1829 was acquired 
from a group in Baltimore. 

The 1829 was fatally damaged at 
Lynchburg in September 1994 when a pig-
gyback train backed into the standing excur-
sion train. 1827 was derailed, but suffered 
no damage and was back in service after a 
full inspection. 1829 would be returned, 
stripped and finally scrapped.

The 1827 remained in our service, most 
recently as part of the train at North 
Carolina Museum of Transportation 
with our other cars. It was there that the 
Monticello Railroad Museum saw her in 
January and wanted to add her to their 
fleet, bringing a former Wabash car back to 
Wabash rails.

So the 1827 leaves us with all the best 
wishes for many more years of service.

Roanoke Chapter NRHS Meeting 
5-20-10 Preliminary Minutes

I. Call to order: Jeff Sanders at 7:40 PM at 
the O. Winston Link Auditorium. 35 signed 
the attendance roster.

II. Welcoming Visitors: Jeff Sanders wel-
comed Brad Dobbins 

III. Announcements: Bonnie Molinary 
announced that former member Nancy 
Austin, widow of Joe Austin passed away. 
Bonnie also announced that we need a vol-

for the chapter for the past 10 to 15 years 
mainly because of government red tape. 
If Richmond had been as tough and dif-
ficult with The North during the Civil War 
as they are with legitimate businesses and 
worthwhile projects, the North would have 
never conquered and taken over the city. 
Everytime one set of requirements were 
met, they would come up with something 
else. All are welcome to attend.

Many years ago I wrote on how traffic 
on the former N&W Railway thru Crewe 
and Burkeville had fallen off, especially 
coal trains and the westbound empties. 
If God himself would have informed me 
that spending 8 to 10 hours in area would 
yield no coal trains or westbound empties, 
I would be tempted to question and even 
doubt him. But it would definitely be true 
as I discovered numerous times over the 
past five years. Since I was forced to work 
second shift at work, when I plan to attend 
the monthly business meeting of The High 
Bridge Railroad Club in Farmville, I make 
an entire day of it by spending the day in 
Crewe and Burkeville. I did this on Tuesday 
April 6th and was greatly surprised at the 
amount of coal and merchandise trains I 
witnessed from 10:08 a.m. til 6:35 p.m. that 
day. 11 total which included coal trains 820 
and 814 plus empties 821, 815 and 521. I 
had missed time freight 148 with our own 
Percy Wilkins at the throttle by a few min-
utes. 

Seems like everytime I spend some seri-
ous time along the former N&W, something 
special shows up. Back in September, it was 
the Norfolk Southern Office Car Special. 
While in Burkeville I heard over the scanner 
that an 048 was on the way. That 048 was 
the Barnum & Bailey circus train headed for 
Richmond. It was my first time seeing that 
train in action in many years and I missed 
about an hour of the business meeting 

because of it. It was the Blue Team this time 
around. Because of a computer problem 
with the breaking system, the train was 
in Burkeville for nearly 30 minutes. Crews 
were changed there. I got to meet and chat 
with the onboard trainmaster and his lab-
rador retriever which used the long stop to 
stretch his four legs and hit a nearby fire 
hydrant. I was hoping to see the elephants 
but all I saw as the long train slowly depart-
ed town were unhappy looking circus perso-
nel with the exception of two whom waved 
as if they were thoroughly enjoying it all.

If seeing and or photographing Union 
Pacific’s Heritage Fleet locomotives is on 
your agenda, you’d better get crackin’. 
The railroad announced recently that the 
engines will be repainted to Armour yel-
low with conventional road numbers when 
major overhauls are required. Along the 
same lines, Union Pacific is studying the fea-
sibility of overhauling anywhere from 50 to 
300 of it’s best performing SD40-2 locomo-
tives.

My Memories of One-Way Trip 
(Part Two) 

by Joe Fagan
(Editor’s Note: Part One of this article was 

featured in the January/February 2010 issue 
of Turntable Times.)

We had one day of rest from our train 
ride. Monday morning we picked 

up our ditty bags and boarded the Army 
Transport AP 147, General. E.T. Collins 
and in short order we were on the way 
West again. After a day or so getting my 
sea legs going and getting acquainted with 
the ship, to combat pure boredom I vol-
unteered to help the Gunners Mate in the 
ship’s armory. This was my first exposure 
to military guns. I learned how to strip and 
clean .45 automatic pistols, BAR rifles, .30 
cal. water-cooled machine guns and those 
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Mixed Freight, May/June 2010
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

I have always said to myself that the most 
spiritually unsettling part for me if I were 

to be a locomotive engineer would be hitting 
animals. It would bother me more than hit-
ting humans mainly because animals don’t 
know any better. It is believed by some 
that cats have 9 lives. Some other animals 
seem to have luck in their favor sometimes. 
A little dog of a breed known as Shih Tzu 
had much luck over in Clinton, Utah. The 
little animal got run over by a Utah Railway 
freight on it’s way to it’s turn around point. 
The dog was run over but not hit because of 
it’s size. The same train eventually hit the 
dog with it’s snow plow on the return trip. 
Feeling bad for the little guy, the engineer 
drove back to the spot where the dog was 
hit and found him laying along the track in 
a daze. The engineer and his family decided 
to convert the dog into the family pet rather 
than return him to the status as a stray.

The Commonwealth of Virginia runs 
a close second to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in terms of receiving munici-
pal waste from other states. This stuff 
makes a healthy contribution to the bot-
tom lines of CSX and Norfolk Southern, but 
especially CSX here in Virginia. As might be 
expected, a healthy portion of the Virginia 
population does not appreciate the business. 
Waste Management is the main shipper of 
this business and they contribute $71,500.00 
to more than 70 different political cam-
paigns as “palm grease”.

2010 will mark quite a few milestones 
like 2009. This past March marked forty 
years since the merger of The Chicago 
Burlington & Quincy plus it’s two subsid-
iaries Colorado & Southeren and the Fort 
Worth & Denver plus the Northern Pacific 
and the Great Northern and the Spokane, 
Portland & Seattle to form The Burlington 

Northern Railroad. It has been 30 years 
since BN absorbed the Frisco. Of course BN 
is now part of Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railway which will be 15 years old this year.

2010 also marks the 25th anniversary of 
The Great Flood of 1985 that hit western 
Virginia and West Virginia extremely hard. 
The Roanoke Transportation Museum 
located at Wasena Park had to be relocated 
to what is now The Virginia Museum of 
Transportation.

The year also marks 40 years since 
Class A No. 1218 arrived in Roanoke from 
Steamtown back in 1970, the “original” 
Steamtown. The new Steamtown will be 
celebrating 15 years at it’s current home up 
in Scranton, PA. It has also been 25 years 
this year since Southern Railway 4501 pol-
ished the rails here in Virginia. I’ll inform 
you readers of more milestones as I discover 
them and as time gets closer.

JUST A MINUTE FOLKS. I’ve jes been 
alerted of another 2010 milestone. N&W 
Class J No. 611 will turn 60 and The Virginia 
Museum of Transportation has a day long 
birthday celebration in the works scheduled 
for Saturday June 19th. Contact the VMT for 
further details.

There will be at least three other railroad 
related events scheduled for June. The 
Manassas Railway Festival will be held in 
downtown/Old Town Manassas on Saturday 
June 5th. This event is free and opened 
to the public. The following weekend of 
June 12th and 13th, the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer, N.C. 
will have it’s annual RAIL DAYS from 9 
a.m. til 5 p.m. both days. On Monday June 
21st, the Old Dominion Chapter N.R.H.S. 
will celebrate the grand opening of it’s Hull 
Street Station Richmond Railway Museum. 
Festivities will get underway at 7:30 p.m. 
with doors opening around 6:30 p.m. This 
has been a major project and headache 

unteer for refreshments for the July meet-
ing.

IV. Minutes of the 4-15-10 Chapter meet-
ing: Skip Salmon

A. After copies of these minutes were 
passed around and read, Harold Hunley 
moved that the minutes of the 4-15-10 meet-
ing be approved as read. Second by Gary 
Gray. Motion Passed.

V. Thank you by Bev Fitzpatrick, Director 
of the Virginia Museum of Transportation.

A. Bev thanked the Chapter for assist-
ing in the recent Roanoke Rails event May 
8 and for providing motor car rides at the 
VMT. He also thanked Gordon Hamilton and 
Lewis Newton for assisting with the 611 
display. He announced that soon the signs 
on area Interstate Highways that indicate 
this region as a Technical Corridor will soon 
be replaced with signs announcing the area 
as the Virginia Rail Heritage Corridor. He 
also thanked the Chapter for our work in 
the renovation of the Virginian Passenger 
Station.

VI. Treasurer’s Report: Jim Cosby
A. Jim announced that a complete up to 

date report of Chapter finances is available 
to any Chapter Member upon request.

B. He said that we have received pay-
ment of $20,000 from the Monticello Rail 
Museum as partial payment for our Coach 
No. 1827.

C. Jim reported on the two recent Rail 
Excursions:

1. Thaxton Elementary School Excursion 
was a success with 120 adults and children 
riding from Lynchburg to Charlottesville 
with Chapter assistance. Jim reported that 
the Chapter donation of $200 to help under-
write the project and $120.29 in expenses 
for a total Chapter donation of $320.29. He 
also reported that photos and an account 
of this excursion has been passed on to 
Carl Jensen for National publication in the 

“NRHS Bulletin”.
2. May 14, 2010 Chapter Excursion to 

Washington and Return Excursion was a 
“sell-out”. There were 100 who rode this 
trip with grossed income of $10,640.00, 
$8,296.41 expenses for a Chapter net of 
$2,343.59. Ten Chapter members made the 
trip. 

3. Jim Cosby thanked Jim and Kathy 
Overholser and Dorr Tucker for their assis-
tance in making this trip a success.

VII. Membership: Walt Alexander
A. Walt reported that we have 165 mem-

bers in good standing and 5 have not 
renewed as of this date. Membership is up 
over this time last year.

B. Walt announced that membership 
applications are available in the lobby and 
on line.

VIII. National: Carl Jensen
A. Carl was out of town so no report was 

given.
B. Jeff recognized Carl’s service as 

Chairman of the National Convention 
Committee for 10 years.

IX. Roanoke Rail Day May 8, 2010
A. Jeff thanked all Chapter members who 

helped with this event and announced that 
because of communication problems, our 
Chapter 611 tool car and N&W Caboose were 
not moved over to OWL to take part. He said 
that VMT reported over 500 paid admissions 
to the event and Clifton Forge C&O Heritage 
reported 1500 attending their event.  

X. Committees:
A. Mechanical/Siding/ Equipment: Eddie 

Mooneyham
1. Eddie announced that the 1134 steam 

engine is now at Portsmouth at the VA Rail 
Museum. (Skip passed out some photos of 
the 1134 assembled at the Museum)

2. Eddie announced that the 611 suffered 
some scrapes to her paint clear-coat while 
being moved form VMT to OWL and return. 
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Cards and Flowers
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The deadline for the July/August 2010 issue of Turntable Times 
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kkirkman50@hotmail.com and Ken Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Little noted elsewhere, May of 2010 marks a significant anniver-

sary for N&W fans; the end of steam in regular operation 50 years 
ago. Just barely making it into the 1960s, steam was virtually gone 
everywhere but Williamson, West Virginia, and all too soon, the 
last vapors of steam would escape the rapidly cooling boilers of 
Y6b 2190 and S1a 290 ending over a century of steam power on the 
N&W and its predecessors..

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, May 20th at 7:30 
pm. at the Link Museum located in the former N&W Passenger 
Station, 101 Shenandoah Avenue. 

Our June meeting will be held on Thursday, June 17, 2010 at the 
O. Winston Link Museum in the auditorium.

Our July meeting will be held on Thursday, July 15, 2010.
Watch the website to see the announcement of other programs.
As noted in the May meeting minutes elsewhere, President Jeff 

Sanders is looking for a program coordinator, to handle arrange-
ment and scheduling for programs, so that we may have an 
advance list of these programs both here and on our website.

Meeting Notice
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Our Board has authorized helping with 
repairs with a donation.

3. He thanked Rick Rader, Jeff Shelton, 
and Percy Wilkins for loan of their motor 
cars for rides at the VMT at Rail Day. He also 
thanked Brian Crosier for his loan of the 
rider car.

4. Eddie announced that we need volun-
teers to work on the former CW 662 that we 
will cosmetically restore for VMT.

5. There will be no work day this Saturday, 
but Sunday is a work day.

6. Eddie announced that the C&O Heritage 
Center in Clifton Forge has offered make 
their facilities available for the Roanoke 
Chapter at no cost.

7. He announced that our 1827 will 
be used at Spencer until June 14, when 
Monticello will pick up the coach.

8. The sale of No. 3305 “Mardi Gras” is 
still in negotiations and 1148 “Devil’s Lake” 
is still available.

9.  Eddie reported that the No. 537 coach 
is being used at Spencer when the AC is 
not needed. Eddie and Rick Rader will go 
to Spencer soon to replace the AC unit with 
one that meets Amtrak specs.

B. Virginian Station: Jim Cosby and Skip 
Salmon

1. Jim reported that progress is being 
made on the project at a slow but steady 
pace.

2. Jim told of our sub-committee’s recent 
meetings to expedite the process of getting 
re-bidding and construction started.

3. Jim is working with Valley Metro to get 
designated funds distributed.

4. Jeff announced that he got an email 
just before the meeting from Alison Blanton 
announcing the GOOD NEWS that we have 
received a $250,000 grant for this year for 
the project. 

5. Skip read a May 17, 1910 article from 
“The Roanoke Times” announcing the open-

ing of the Station with no fan fare and say-
ing that it may be “intended as temporary”.

6. Skip announced work is being done to 
secure more parking spaces under and west 
of the Jefferson Street Bridge with the City 
of Roanoke and Norfolk Southern with some 
progress.

C. Norfolk & Western Historical Society: 
Ron Davis

1. Ron announced their upcoming 
Convention at Front Royal, VA and that a 
tour of the Virginia Inland Port will be part 
of this event.

D. Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS: Norris 
Deyerle

1. Norris announced their Rail Day of 
August 14, 2010 and offered a table for our 
Chapter at this event.

2. Dorr Tucker reported that the new train 
ridership from Lynchburg to DC has exceed-
ed expectations. Amtrak expected 50,000 
riders for a year and so far in six months 
51,000 have already ridden these trains.

XI. New Business
A. Jeff reported that we have not heard 

from Amtrak concerning our Fall Trips on 
November 6 and 7.

B. Jeff announced that we need volunteers 
for the Fall Trips.

C. Jeff asked for a volunteer to plan pro-
grams for our Chapter meetings.

D. Paul Howell announced that 
Buckingham Branch will be running trains 
this coming weekend.

E. Jeff announced that our “Freebie Table” 
is full for the pickins’.

F. Dorr Tucker announced that he and Jim 
Overholser are working on a Chapter pro-
gram about west-coast railroads including 
the Napa Valley Wine Trains.

G. Kenny Kirkman announced that begin-
ning June 5, 2010 the North Carolinian 
will have 8 trains running from Charlotte-
Greensboro-Raleigh.



Turntable Times is published monthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of 
view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors 
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Editor, Turntable Times
Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA   24032-1322

Turntable Times is published bimonthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points 
of view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors 
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Editor, Turntable Times
Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222

Return Service Requested

Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

June 17 - Regular Meeting
July 6 - Board Meeting
July 15 - Regular Meeting
August 3 - Board Meeting
August 19 - Regular Meeting
September 7 - Board Meeting
September 16 - General Meeting
October 5 - Board Meeting
October 21 - General Meeting
Nov. 2 - Board Meeting
Nov. 5-6 - Amtrak trips (tentative)

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

XII. Break and Refreshments: Kathy 
Overholser and Bonnie Molinary.

XIII. Program: Outstanding CD provided by 
Ellison Wefel “Pillars of Smoke”, N&W steam 
operation from Roanoke to Blue Ridge 1957.

XIV. Adjournment: 9:45 PM
The next scheduled Chapter meeting is June 

18, 2010.
Respectfully Submitted,
Skip Salmon
Chapter Secretary   

Johnny Krause captured this scene of power in motion with Y6a No. 2163 sanding the damp rail for added trac-
tion with this hopper train. It is late in the steam era, the headlight is lit in daylight hours, coal boards have been 
added to the tender and an A tank follows. Despite the improvements, the hunters are coming, forcing steam 
back to the hollows of West Virginia where it would all end, 50 years ago in May.


