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Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 15 - Regular Meeting
August 3 - Board Meeting
August 19 - Regular Meeting
September 7 - Board Meeting
September 16 - General Meeting
October 5 - Board Meeting
October 21 - General Meeting
Nov. 2 - Board Meeting
Nov. 5-6 - Amtrak trips (tentative)
Nov. 18 - Annual Meeting and 

Election of Directors
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Benches for the Virginian Station
Progress on the renovation continues to 

be slow from the morass of paperwork, but 
someday, the day will come to visit our newly 
refurbished station. Thanks to the History 
Museum of Western Virginia we will have 
some beautiful original station benches to 
place in the waiting room. These benches, 
believed to be former Nickle Plate, but very 
typical design of the era, were surplus to 
the Museum's use and interest, and through 
the efforts of Jeanne Bollendorf, Executive 
Director, were de-acessioned and donated to 
the Roanoke Chapter. The benches are pres-
ently stored pending restoration. Thanks to 
our mechanical crew who moved them to our 
facility and the History Museum for making 
them available.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the September/October 2010 issue of Turntable 

Times is Friday June 18, 2010. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor Turntable Times, 
590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128. All parties sending 
newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via email should send them to: 
kkirkman50@hotmail.com and Ken Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
STEAM IS WHERE YOU FIND IT! While most of our group were at 
the Link Museum to see the 611 on Saturday. May 8, members Jim 
Overholser and  Dorr Tucker just happened to be in LA for two hours 
that  morning as part of an extensive transcontinental journey. Ex Santa 
Fe Northern 3751 just "happened" to be en route to San Bernardino for 
National Train Day display that afternoon. Needless to say they enjoyed  
seeing the  mighty Northern as she headed out by Mission Tower.  

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, July 15th at 7:30 
pm. at the Link Museum located in the former N&W Passenger 
Station, 101 Shenandoah Avenue. 

Our August meeting will be held on Thursday, August 19, 2010 at 
the O. Winston Link Museum in the auditorium.

Our September meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept. 16, 2010.
Watch the website to see the announcement of other programs.
As noted in the May meeting minutes elsewhere, President Jeff 

Sanders is looking for a program coordinator, to handle arrange-
ment and scheduling for programs, so that we may have an 
advance list of these programs both here and on our website.

Meeting Notice
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Above: Several members had the opportunity to hear 
the sounds of Chesapeake Western steam some 63 years 
after that road was dieselized. At the West Virginia 
Rails Festival in Petersburg WV on Sunday June 27 we 
see from left to right  our long time friend, Larry Evans 
from Kenova, member S.R. Winegard and Chapter presi-
dent, Jeff Sanders. The two whistles  that we brought 
up fom Roanoke were owned by S.R.'s father Mr. Elvy 
Winegard  who for many years up until the 1960's 
worked as an engineer for the CW out of Elkton.

Above: On Saturday May 29 
a 60th birthday party was 
held at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation for our 
"Crown Jewel" ,Roanoke built 
Norfolk and Western 4-8-4 
Class J No. 611. Here we 
see VMT Executive Director, 
Bev Fitzpatrick and Roanoke 
mayor David Bowers doing 
the honors.

Left: Also on hand for the 
West Virginia Rails Festival at 
Petersburg was New Hope 0-
4-0T doing the honors.

All Photos this issue:
Dorr M. Tucker
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Turntable Times Editor To 
Resign

by Kenney Kirkman

Effective December 31, 2010, I will be 
ending my position as Editor of the 

Roanoke Chapter’s newsletter Turntable 
Times. If anyone is interested in taking over 
this position before December 31, 2010, that 
will be okay. Otherwise, I will end my posi-
tion as Editor on the date just mentioned, 
regardless of the status of Turntable Times 
on that date.

I wish to thank everyone for their contri-
butions to Turntable Times during the past 
16 years that I have been Editor. I won’t 
name anyone individually here as I am sure 
to leave someone out. So I will simply say 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, whether your 
contributions have been large or small.

Why have I decided to resign as Editor of 
Turntable Times you may ask? I have simply 
decided to move on and try other things. 
Sixteen years is a long time.

If you are interested in becoming the new 
Editor of Turntable Times, please contact 
Kenney Kirkman or Ken Miller, Roanoke 
Chapter President Jeff Sanders, or Chapter 
Vice-President Eddie Mooneyham.

Thank You Everyone!

Mixed Freight July/August 2010
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Saturday May 8th 2010 marked the 
third National Train Day with at least 

170 events scheduled to celebrate the day 
nationwide. The day started for me rail-
fanwise when I arrived at the CSX/Amtrak 
employee/passenger parking lot at Clifton 
Forge, VA at 3:31 a.m. My original plans to 
depart Richmond early Friday morning May 
7th to arrive in Roanoke in time to observe 
class J No. 611 being moved from the VMT 
to a location near the O. Winston Link 
Museum were altered when I was informed 

on Wednesday that one of my favorite bands 
from my college days would be performing 
that Friday evening over in Charlottesville. 
When you have two or more strong inter-
ests, you sometime have to make quick ‘n’ 
hard decisions. I decided for the band and 
experience the 611 on it’s short journey in 
reverse on Sunday as it would be moved 
back to the VMT. This decision also reversed 
my NTD plans as I spent time in Clifton 
Forge first and Roanoke second.

I thoroughly enjoyed the NTD activities 
held at The C&O Railway Heritage Center 
and in the town of Clifton Forge. The 
weather was perfect despite being awaken 
by raindrops around 6:00 a.m. The clouds 
headed east and yielded picture perfect con-
ditions. Even CSX cooperated with regular 
train operations grabbing the attention of 
railfans and nonrailfans alike. There was a 
strong wind all day and it presented a real 
challenge for some vendors. God knows 
I did my share of picking up blown away 
reading materials. I didn’t plan to spend as 
much time as I did in Clifton Forge since I 
wanted to equalize my NTD with The Link 
Museum and the VMT. As we all know, 
cinders happen. One main difference I 
noticed in Clifton Forge over Roanoke was 
the following. The C&O fans were out in 
force with the wearing of tee shirts and 
caps bearing that roads logo. I was the only 
person I saw that wore at least one Chessie 
System item, a watch fob. I saw very little 
N&W or Virginian items on folks that day 
in Roanoke. By all accounts, officials up in 
Clifton Forge with The Heritage Center and 
in Roanoke with the VMT and Link Museum 
were pleased with the public turnout. Plans 
for NTD 2011 are probably in the works 
already. That 3 way pass involving the enti-
ties listed above was indeed a very good 
idea and lets hope that will be continued.

By the time you read this, Norfolk 

culture products, now the main commodity 
is coal as Norfolk Southern delivers several 
100 car unit coal trains daily complete with 
pusher units to feed the bellies of three 
major power plants located along the line, 
one in Virginia and two in North Carolina. 
Maintenance of Way forces refer to this line 
as the "Roller Coaster" line because of the 
straight, steep uphill grades followed by a 
steep downhill run right back into another 
uphill grade over and over again along the 
entire route. It takes all the horsepower 
that our little machines have to climb these 
grades, then we wear out our breaks keeping 
things in check going down the other side.

My adventures in railroading took me 
recently to South Boston, Virginia, home of 
Ward Burton to all you NASCAR fans. We 
had an unusual task to do this time around: 
re-tie the individual tracks that lead directly 
into the two power plants located just across 
the state line in Roxboro, N.C. We unloaded 
our equipment at Cluster Springs, VA, and 
backed-up 4 miles to the Mayo Junction 
switch, then backed up another 4 miles on 
the Mayo Branch to reach the massive coal 
facility. The present day Mayo Power Plant 
is operated by Progress Energy and went on 
line in 1983. It is currently known as the 
10th largest coal fired plant in the United 
States. It employees 350 people and gener-
ates 3,227,000 kilowatts, enough power for 
2.6 million homes. One thing is for certain...
you do not stop the coal trains that go into 
this facility! After finishing the four miles 
on the Mayo Branch, it was time to back 
down the mainline to the second branch at 
Hyco Junction.

Hyco Branch is a long 6-mile line that 
snakes its way uphill to the Hyco Power 
Plant. This was my second time visiting 
the facility, and we set off to work at the 
switch located at the "Balloon Track" used to 
run coal trains around to the rotary dump-

ers. Hyco Power Plant is also operated by 
Progress Energy and is ranked as one of 
the top 10 power producers in the United 
States, capable of producing 25 megawatts 
of power which leaves the power station on 
transmission lines that carry up to 500,000 
volts. Hyco regularly burns 150 carloads 
of coal per day and also keeps a stockpile 
of coal that could last the plant up to 60 
days. After finishing the branch lines, we 
backed up toward the end of the mainline 
at Roxboro, NC, (NS abandoned 25 miles of 
track from Roxboro to Durham several years 
ago), and we began working north towards 
Brookneal, VA.

Passing through Denniston, one can barely 
see the abandoned grade of the Norfolk, 
Franklin and Danville railroad. At South 
Boston, you can still see the grade where 
the Richmond and Danville railroad crossed 
the mainline, and the wooden bridge that 
held the western side of the diamond is 
still intact there. The switch that leads to 
the Clover Power plant is also located here 
and uses part of the original Richmond and 
Danville line to access it. I have never been 
to the Clover facility, so maybe I will in a 
few years, but this time we kept working 
north.

One interesting train that now runs on 
this line actually carries a by product of 
the three power plants, and that is a coal 
ash train. Gondola loads of the burnt ash 
are collected from the three facilities and 
used in the manufacturing of sheet-rock. At 
Brookneal, Virginia, the Durham line has a 
connection track with the former Virginian 
Railroad, and this is where all loaded coal 
trains destined for the three power plants 
are routed from Roanoke. All empties return 
via Lynchburg.

from Watauga Valley NRHS Whistle Stop
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B. Jeff announced that we need volunteers 
for the Fall Trips.
C. Jeff asked for a volunteer to plan pro-
grams for our Chapter meetings.
D. Paul Howell announced that Buckingham 
Branch will be running trains this coming 
weekend.
E. Jeff announced that our “Freebie Table” is 
full for the pickings’.
F. Dorr Tucker announced that he and Jim 
Overholser are working on a Chapter pro-
gram about west-coast railroads including 
the Napa Valley Wine Trains.
G. Kenny Kirkman announced that begin-
ning June 5, 2010 there will be 8 passenger 
trains daily, operating through Greensboro.
XII. Break and Refreshments: Kathy 
Overholser and Bonnie Molinary.
XIII. Program:  Outstanding CD provided by 
Ellison Wefel “Pillars of Smoke”, N&W steam 
operation from Roanoke to Blue Ridge 1957.
XIV. Adjournment:  9:45 PM
The next scheduled Chapter meeting is June 
17, 2010.

Respectfully Submitted,
Skip Salmon, Chapter Secretary

Governor Rendell Releases $5 
Million for Major Improvements 
at Railroad Museum of 
Pennsylvania

June 3rd -- Harrisburg — Gov. Edward 
G. Rendell today announced the release 
of $5 million in state funds for major 
improvements at the Railroad Museum of 
Pennsylvania in Strasburg, Lancaster County. 
This investment of capital funds will help 
boost Pennsylvania's tourism industry while 
preserving the state's storied railroad his-
tory.

Barbara Franco, executive director of 
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, said $500,000 will be used for 
the design of a 16,000-square-foot round-

house that incorporates the museum's exist-
ing turntable and will be able to house a sig-
nificant number of the museum's extensive 
collection of historic locomotives and rolling 
stock currently stored outdoors. Many of 
the locomotives that will be preserved in 
the new building are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and are among 
the only surviving examples of their kind. 
The Governor's Office anticipates releasing 
an additional $6.1 million for the elements.

Franco said $4.5 million is allocated for 
the design, fabrication and installation 
of new permanent exhibits that examine 
Pennsylvania's railroading history from its 
earliest beginnings to the present day. The 
exhibits will explore the social, economic, 
and technological history of Pennsylvania 
railroading, using the museum's collection 
of artifacts and rolling stock to illustrate 
the story. Together, the new roundhouse 
and new exhibits will make the Railroad 
Museum even more attractive to families 
and visitors of all ages.

The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, 
which opened to the public in 1973, is one 
of the nation's premier railroad museums 
and is among the most visited sites along 
the Pennsylvania Trail of History.

From various news letters and reports. 

Work on the NS Lynchburg to 
Durham Coal Line!

by Gary Price

The Lynchburg and Durham Railroad 
was chartered in 1887 and construction 

of the 115 mile railroad from Lynchburg, 
Virginia, into Durham, North Carolina, was 
completed in 1890. It was built to tap the 
rich lumber fields and tobacco farms located 
along the route. In 1893, the Norfolk and 
Western took over the L & D, and it became 
known as the N & W's Durham Line.

This line had its beginnings hauling agri-

Southern should have it’s “Heartland 
Corridor Project” near completion in August. 
It’s kind of hard to believe that this massive 
project commenced over three years ago 
in June 2007. I kept up with what Norfolk 
Southern’s project progress via their web-
site and their publication BizNS. It was 
interesting how they were able to work 
with the contractors and various railroad 
departments to meet deadlines and keep 
trains moving, especially trains that cater to 
extremely important customers.

I attended Family Rail Days at The North 
Carolina Transportation Museum in Spencer 
the second weekend of June. Those folks 
as always put their best feet forward and 
it is always a pleasure to see for yourself 
the progress that has been made since 
my last visit. As a Southern and Norfolk & 
Western fan, it did my spirit good to see the 
Southern caboose and clay car and the N&W 
70 ton coal hopper fully restored to like new 
condition. Despite being hit by a small tor-
nado weeks earlier, you would have never 
known it by checking out the grounds. The 
heat ‘n’ humidity were up and attendees 
way down, especially on Sunday. It was so 
hot, the birds walked. With low attendance, 
you had your choice of seats on the four car 
caboose train and yours truly scored quite a 
few locomotive cab rides. Traffic over on the 
former Southern Railway was light. I must 
say, seeing and hearing a quartet of old 
school second generation locomotives on a 
southbound P61 made my day. In notch 8 
with Southern airhorns blaring like from the 
days of old. This year, there were far more 
vendors. One vendor in particular had the 
largest variety of caps for southeastern rail-
roads I have ever seen.

Speaking of the Southern, if you have 
ever been interested in obtaining informa-
tion on Southern’s radio receiver cars used 
with mid-train helpers then you will want to 

own or read an in depth article within the 
November-December TIES Magazine of The 
Southern Railway Historical Association. In 
fact the entire magazine is dedicated to the 
development of Southern’s radio trains. For 
the uninformed, we are not referring to am-
fm radio stations. To possibly acquire a copy, 
check their website at www.srha.net

For you N&W fans of steam and the glory 
days, you definitely need to check out the 
Spring 2010 Classic Trains. There is a 10 
page story written by two young railfans, 
well they were young during their visit, 
as they paid Roanoke a visit before steam 
was completely gone. The article includes 
numerous color photos. If the hobby shops 
are out of copies, and they very well should 
be, visit www.ClassicTrainsMag.com for pos-
sible back issues.

It appears there will not be an Altoona 
Railfest this summer. I paid a visit to their 
new website and all that was presented was 
photo clips and video footage from past 
Railfests.

As railfans when we are approached by 
members of the general public and ques-
tioned about what we are up to, the pendu-
lum can swing either for us or against us, 
usually the latter. on Tuesday afternoon of 
June 1st, I was photographing a Sandersville 
Railroad supersize woodchip hopper car 
and an NW grain car in Crewe behind the 
Fast Mart Convenience Store. After taking 
my shots and generally observing the other 
rolling stock, an attractive woman driv-
ing a faded blue mazda pulls up to me and 
asked if I was shooting for business or for 
a hobby and of course I answered the lat-
ter. She then informed me of a stone bridge 
that carries the tracks over a country road 
about a quarter mile west of where we were. 
She mentioned that she and a friend had 
photographed numerous NS trains there. I 
checked it out after thanking her for the tip. 
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IX. Roanoke Rail Day May 8, 2010
A. Jeff thanked all Chapter members who 
helped with this event and announced that 
because of communication problems, our 
Chapter 611 tool car and N&W Caboose were 
not moved over to OWL to take part. He said 
that VMT reported over 500 paid admissions 
to the event and Clifton Forge C&O Heritage 
reported 1500 attending their event.   
X. Committees:
A. Mechanical/Siding/ Equipment:  Eddie 
Mooneyham
1. Eddie announced that the 1134 steam 
engine is now at Portsmouth at the VA Rail 
Museum. (Skip passed out some photos of 
the 1134 assembled at the Museum)
2. Eddie announced that the 611 suffered 
some scrapes to her paint clear-coat while 
being moved form VMT to OWL and return. 
Our Board has authorized helping with 
repairs with a donation.
3. He thanked Rick Rader, Jeff Shelton, and 
Percy Wilkins for loan of their motor cars 
for rides at the VMT at Rail Day.  He also 
thanked Brian Crosier for his loan of the 
rider car.
4. Eddie announced that we need volunteers 
to work on the former CW 662 that we will 
cosmetically restore for VMT.
5. There will be no workday this Saturday, 
but Sunday is a work day.
6. Eddie announced that the C&O Heritage 
Center in Clifton Forge has offered make 
their facilities available for the Roanoke 
Chapter at no cost.
7. He announced that our 1827 will be used 
at Spencer until June 14, when Monticello 
will pick up the coach.
8. The sale of No. 3305 “Mardi Gras” is still 
in negotiations and 1148 “Devil’s Lake” is 
still available.
9. Eddie reported that the No. 537 coach is 
being used at Spencer when the AC is not 
needed.  Eddie and Rick Rader will go to 

Spencer soon to replace the AC unit with 
one that meets Amtrak specs.
B. Virginian Station:  Jim Cosby and Skip 
Salmon
1. Jim reported that progress is being made 
on the project at a slow but steady pace.
2. Jim told of our sub-committee’s recent 
meetings to expedite the process of getting 
re-bidding and construction started.
3. Jim is working with Valley Metro to get 
designated funds distributed.
4. Jeff announced that he got an email just 
before the meeting from Alison Blanton 
announcing the GOOD NEWS that we have 
received a $250,000 grant for this year for 
the project. 
5. Skip read a May 17, 1910 article from 
“The Roanoke Times” announcing the open-
ing of the Station with no fan fare and  say-
ing that it may be  “intended as temporary”.
6. Skip announced work is being done to 
secure more parking spaces under and west 
of the Jefferson Street Bridge with the City 
of Roanoke and Norfolk Southern with some 
progress.
C. Norfolk & Western Historical Society: Ron 
Davis
1. Ron announced their upcoming 
Convention at Front Royal, VA and that a 
tour of the Virginia Inland Port will be part 
of this event.
D. Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS:  Norris Deyerle
1. Norris announced their Rail Day of August 
14, 2010 and offered a table for our Chapter 
at this event.
2. Dorr Tucker reported that the new train 
rider-ship from Lynchburg to DC has exceed-
ed expectations. Amtrak expected 50,000 
riders for a year and so far in six months 
51,000 have already ridden these trains.
XI. New Business
A. Jeff reported that we have not heard 
from Amtrak concerning our Fall Trips on 
November 6 and 7.

I was not too impressed with what I saw but 
an autumn shot with less vegetation has a 
possibility or two should 611 or 1218 return 
to the high iron. Still I was impressed that 
she was interested enough in me as a fellow 
train photographer to pass on the info.

This past January 2010 marked 50 years 
since Southern Railway introduced the unit 
train concept to American railroading by 
employing Southern designed “Silversides” 
gondolas to haul coal between coal mines 
and customer power plants on a regular 
turn-around schedule. Norfolk Southern of 
course carries on that tradition as well as 
other railroads do all over the country and 
as you know other commodities have also 
been adapted to the unit train concept of 
transport.

TTX Railcar Images Wanted

TTX Company needs images of its equip-
ment in action. We are seeking photos 

of intermodal equipment, boxcars and other 
TTX rolling stock in scenic settings for its 
2011 calendar and future marketing materi-
als. Photographers will receive $250 for full, 
non-exclusive rights for each image used. 
Selected images will become the property 
of TTX and will be retained electronically in 
our archives for various uses. Some editing 
of images may occur.

Digital images must be a minimum size 
of 6” x 8” ( or 3,000 pixels x 2,400 pixels) at 
300 dpi resolution. Files can be submitted 
as either JPG or TIFF Tile formats in RGB or 
CMYK. Please identify the location of each 
picture and provide your contact informa-
tion for payment purposes if your image is 
featured.

Deadline for entries is August 1, 2010. 
Send CDs (CDs will not be returned) or 
slides to: Sara Lorenzo, TTX Company, 101 
N. Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 60606.

(Above submitted by Mr. Robin R. Shavers.)

 J Class No. 611, May 27, 1950
by Joe Fagan

With the recent birthday celebration of J 
Class # 611, I recalled that I was work-

ing at Randolph Street Tower at Roanoke 
when No. 611 was released from the East 
End Shops about 3:00 A.M. on May 27, 1950. 
Engine 611 came out through the # 2 Shop 
Gate to Shaffers Crossing, and began work 
on May 29, 1950. Thanks Joe, for sharing 
this very historic memory of J Class No.  611 
with everyone.

My Memories of One-Way Trip 
(Part Three)

by Joe Fagan

Now that we were finally in Calcutta the 
urgent need for some clothing became 

obvious. We were issued U.S. Army khaki 
uniforms, Marine fatigues, Indian bedding 
and bits and pieces of British Army stuff. 
Absolutely NO insignia was issued. I was 
also issued a pass by the British/Indian gov-
ernment to enter the commercial ports and 
dock areas and airports and another pass 
to go aboard ships with American military 
material.

I was issued a U.S. Navy drivers license 
to drive U.S. Navy vehicles with no limita-
tions. I wasn’t asked if I had ever driven a 
truck, so with India being an English colony, 
traffic was to the left side of the road. Now 
can you see a guy who hadn’t been driving 
but a little over a year getting into a heavy 
6x6 truck with no telling how many forward 
gears and two ranges driving on the left side 
of the street threading his way through all 
the sacred cows and Indians who just walk 
blindly into the street without looking? The 
motor pool chief told me that if I hit an 
Indian to be sure and see that he was dead 
because then all it cost was the price of fire-
wood to cremate him. If you just hurt him 
then you had to pay his hospital bill. It took 
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me a few days to find my way around.
Calcutta was in many way a beautiful 

place despite all the filth and squalor often 
seen. The Victorian Monument was a large 
building complex in a well-groomed park 
setting built with bright white marble with 
a large dome on the central building and 
smaller domed towers at each corner of 
the complex. Sometimes it was called the 
Calcutta Taj Mahal. Close by was a large field 
called the Maidan where many soccer fields 
and cricket courts were located along with a 
large horse race track with bleacher stands 
all around. On one of our hunting trips 
(three of us and an Indian guide) we were 
not having any luck so when we came to a 
really nicely paved road it just begged for us 
to come on in. There were no signs or gates 
so in we went. About a quarter of a mile 
later we came upon a British Spitfire fighter 
airplane parked by the road. About two hun-
dred feet farther and another Spitfire, then 
what I think was a Wellington bomber and 
a few more fighters and bombers when sud-
denly we were on a big stretch of concrete 
pavement. Runway? Whoops!! It is surprising 
how little ground it takes to make a U turn 
with a jeep. Security was unheard of.

Calcutta was always full of interesting 
things that people would do. Traffic con-
trol was one. I don’t recall any traffic lights 
but on the busiest intersections there were 
police stands. Several times a day you would 
hear military band music and in a few min-
utes the band would come into sight march-
ing down the middle of the street in full 
regalia leading a platoon of men in full uni-
form. A stop was made at each police stand 
and the exchange was made, and then on to 
the next stop. They did a good job but then 
the traffic consisted mostly of horse drawn 
coaches and man drawn rickshaws where 
the man was running on the street barefoot 
like a horse. Another weird thing was piano 

movers. Now and then you could see a big 
grand piano coming down the street. When 
you got closer you could see that it was 
being carried by eight or ten men who had it 
on top of their heads trotting along taking it 
in to the shop. Many things come to mind, 
but the most curious one was seeing women 
following sacred cows and catching the dung 
with buckets. Her whole family lived on the 
sidewalk in front of a wall for weather pro-
tection. When the dung was dry it was fuel 
for cooking. 

All was well in Calcutta for a couple of 
weeks when in mid-August 1945 the news 
was that the U.S. had completely blown a 
Japanese city away. (First atomic bomb). 
Much celebrating came about because the 
war was over. Not so fast. A couple of days 
later another city was gone. Tojo decided 
he had better quit before he ran out of cit-
ies and finally the war was over. Much 
more celebrating. I think they ran out of 
beer that time. I don’t like hot beer so I 
wouldn’t know. There wasn’t much change 
in every day activities for me. A lot of new 
faces began showing up. Men from China 
units that had been closed immediately 
and turned over to the Communists were 
on their way home. I made several trips to 
the Customs House picking up bags full of 
souvenir Jap pistols and swords and taking 
officers to the airports. I was hoping to get 
to drive in a convoy over the Burma Road to 
Chungking, China, which didn’t happen, but 
I was glad the war was over.

The Mohammedans (they are called 
Muslims now days) had a religious celebra-
tion in a very large park in Calcutta. That is 
the only time I ever saw one million people 
in one bunch. There were several large 
mosques in Calcutta. I only saw them from 
the street, but did get the time to visit a 
Hindu temple.

On another trip with the Red Cross tours 

Later this year, this committee will be 
recommending changes to update the 

Chapter By-Laws. Our focus will be to mod-
ernize the Chapter By-Laws and also to bring 
them in line with any changes that National 
may make later this year.  If you have any 
suggestions, please contact any of the com-
mittee members:  Jim Cosby, Jim Overholser, 
or me. 

Minutes of Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS Meeting 5-20-10
I. Call to order: Jeff Sanders at 7:40 PM at 
the O. Winston Link Auditorium. 35 signed 
the attendance roster.
II. Welcoming Visitors: Jeff Sanders wel-
comed Brad Dobbins 
III. Announcements: Bonnie Molinary 
announced that former member Nancy 
Austin, widow of Joe Austin passed away. 
Bonnie also announced that we need a vol-
unteer for refreshments for the July meet-
ing.
IV. Minutes of the 4-15-10 Chapter meeting:  
Skip Salmon
A. After copies of these minutes were passed 
around and read, Harold Hunley moved 
that the minutes of the 4-15-10 meeting be 
approved as read.  Second by Gary Gray.  
Motion Passed.
V. Thank you by Bev Fitzpatrick, Director of 
the Virginia Museum of Transportation.
A. Bev thanked the Chapter for assisting in 
the recent Roanoke Rails event May 8 and 
for providing motor car rides at the VMT. 
He also thanked Gordon Hamilton and 
Louis Newton for assisting with the 611 dis-
play. He announced that soon the signs on 
area Interstate Highways that indicate this 
region as a Technical Corridor will soon be 
replaced with signs announcing the area as 
the Virginia Rail Heritage Corridor. He also 
thanked the Chapter for our work in the ren-
ovation of the Virginian Passenger Station.

VI. Treasurer’s Report: Jim Cosby
A. Jim announced that a complete up to date 
report of Chapter finances is available to any 
Chapter Member upon request.
B. He said that we have received payment of 
$20,000 from the Monticello Rail Museum 
as partial payment for our Coach No. 1827.
C. Jim reported on the two recent Rail 
Excursions:
1. Thaxton Elementary School Excursion was 
a success with 150 adults and children rid-
ing from Lynchburg to Charlottesville with 
Chapter assistance. Jim reported that the 
Chapter donation of $200 to help under-
write the project and $120.29 in expenses 
for a total Chapter donation of $320.29.  He 
also reported that photos and an account 
of this excursion has been passed on to 
Carl Jensen for National publication in the 
“NRHS Bulletin”.
2. May 14, 2010 Chapter Excursion to 
Washington and Return Excursion was a 
“sell-out”. There were 100 who rode this 
trip with grossed income of $10,640.00, 
$8,296.41 expenses for a Chapter net of 
$2,343.59. Twelve Chapter members made 
the trip.  
3. Jim Cosby thanked Jim and Kathy 
Overholser, Walt Alexander and Dorr Tucker 
for their assistance in making this trip a suc-
cess.
VII. Membership:  Walt Alexander
A. Walt reported that we have 165 members 
in good standing and 5 have not renewed 
as of this date. Membership is up over this 
time last year.
B. Walt announced that membership applica-
tions are available in the lobby.
VIII. National:  Carl Jensen
A. Carl was out of town so no report was 
given.
B. Jeff recognized Carl’s service as Chairman 
of the National Convention Committee for 
10 years.
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caboose). The NS Exhibition Car is scheduled 
to take part in this event. The Board is con-
sidering the loan of some of our equipment 
for display for the weekend. Jim Overholser 
commended Eddie and the Mechanical Crew 
for all of their work being done at the siding 
and at Spencer. The Board agreed with Jim 
that our mechanical crew are to be praised 
for their work. Gary Gray discussed a pos-
sible candidate for a tender for our 1118. 
The Roanoke Shops built tender is a 16,000 
gallon tender that was used as an auxiliary 
tender behind the NKP 759, and will require 
minimal work to make it a good match for 
our 1118. Gary is pursuing the possibility 
of moving the tender to Roanoke, which 
Will Harris estimated would cost us about 
$15,000. Also, true to prototype, we could 
use our N&W “dog house”, recently acquired 
by Skip Salmon on the 1118. The Board has 
authorized investigation of acquiring the 
N&W tender at a projected cost of $15,000 
for movement to Roanoke. No report yet 
from Iowa Pacific regarding the purchase of 
our No. 3305, “Mardi Gras”.

Virginian Station Chairman Jim Cosby 
reported ongoing work to get the needed 
environmental IFB and re-bid process mov-
ing along. He also reported that we have 
been tentatively awarded a $250,000 grant 
subject to state review. The Board approved 
the hiring of Kirk Lumsden to provide 
the needed topographic survey and flood 
elevation certificate for the entire Station 
property, and possible parking space under 
and west of Jefferson St. bridge at a cost of 
$2,750. It was reported that plans are being 
made to continue Phase I of the renova-
tion into Phase II as seamless as possible. 
The Board also approved that we hire the 
low bidder to remove tiles and make emer-
gency repairs to the roof for approximately 
$5,000. Skip showed the Board a “Friends 
of the Virginian Railway” baseball style hat 

he is selling, with all proceeds going to the 
Station Project.

Regarding old business, we received a 
wrap-up report on the Washington Amtrak 
trip. Concerning fall excursions, we will 
be meeting with the Huntington/Watauga/ 
Spencer Groups this Saturday June 5, 2010 
in Wytheville, VA to discuss items of com-
mon interest for the trips.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Membership Chairman’s Report
By Walter Alexander

Welcome to our newest members 
– David L. and Joyce Foster (Salem), 

D. Lewis Foster (Blacksburg), and Bradley 
Dobbins (New Castle).  Please welcome each 
when you see them at Meetings or activities.  

Chapter membership is now 165.  Only 5 
members did not renew from 2009.  With 
many new members in the past several 
months, membership is now 18% higher 
than this time last year when it was 139 
members.  Do you have children that enjoy 
trains?  Why not enroll them now as a 
Family Member in Roanoke Chapter so that 
they will receive an NRHS membership Start 
Date of 2010?

A membership roster was mailed to all 
Regular Members on June 5th.  Please check 
it over and notify me if any corrections or 
additions are needed.  Or if you did not 
receive a copy, let me know that, too.

Here is a reminder that all members 
can receive each issue of our newsletter 
Turntable Times by email.  The May/June 
issue in color was emailed to members 
on June 9th, which was well ahead of the 
paper copy by US mail.  If you would like to 
receive it by email, please send an email to 
me at TERRAPIN66@COX.NET.

By-Laws Committee Report
By Walter Alexander

we went to the Calcutta Botanical Garden, a 
very large park. A large tree there that was 
the pride of the park was called the banyan 
tree. There was a road all the way around 
the tree and the odometer on the truck mea-
sured one mile. That was sixty four years 
ago. Banyan trees put down roots from the 
limbs sort of like peanut plants do and grow 
into large trunks still part of the original 
tree. That is billed as the largest tree in the 
world. The biggest banyan tree in the U.S. is 
one Thomas Edison planted in his front yard 
next door to Henry Ford’s summer estate in 
Fort Myers, Florida. But that banyan tree is a 
sprout compared to the one in Calcutta.

The poor people of Calcutta, which includ-
ed most of the city, thought all Americans 
were rich. They even called us the Rich 
American Rajahs. I guess compared to these 
poor people we were. That sort of exposed 
us to a little mayhem. It turned out that not 
all of the outfit was skinny wimps. The Navy 
had just started the Undersea Demolition 
Team. Many of the early members were 
in SACO. They were trained in Fort Pierce, 
Florida amphibian base. Part of their training 
was being taken out to sea over the horizon 
and put off the boat with full pack and force 
to swim back to land. They were trained in 
all sort of lethal fighting and they were big 
enough that each one could take on about a 
platoon of regular men by himself.

One day they had a brand new jeep in 
the motor pool. I was to get it and go out 
to Dum Dum airport and pick up an Army 
officer. That officer turned out to be a one-
star general from the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS). He had all the brass buttons 
and scrambled eggs, stars and fruit salad. 
Well he didn’t have too much fruit salad 
because he didn’t look much older than 
me. He was looking for the exiled Burmese 
government. We found several addresses 
in Calcutta, but each place we went to they 

said it had moved. Finally, we were directed 
to an address in Howra, India. That was my 
second trip across the big bridge. We finally 
found the address and the news there was 
that it had moved to Colombo, Ceylon. Right 
at the Howra end of the bridge was the 
Howra passenger train terminal. It was one 
big railroad operation. Having that darned 
general on board caused me to drive by with 
only a look from the street. I made the trip 
back to Dum Dum airport and put him on 
an airplane, which was a DC 3 like Piedmont 
Airlines used. In the earliest days of SACO 
the OSS considered SACO its china division. 
OSS morphed into the CIA.

Well I kept on trucking, if you could call it 
that. I found shortcuts around town and saw 
other strange things including a man who 
was washing a water buffalo all the while 
taking a bath himself. Rub on the buffalo 
and then on himself. The buffalo was clean 
but I am not sure about the man. There 
were a lot of warehouses not far from the 
building the Navy office was in. I think most 
of them were where tea was gathered for 
sale or transshipment. It was brought in on 
large ox carts. There were many tea compa-
nies located in the same building the Navy 
was in. About all the companies you see on 
the grocery shelves plus many that are never 
heard of in the U.S. were there. The coconut 
business was also big, and there was a huge 
pile of green coconuts stacked up against 
the building. One item that was especially 
forbidden for Americans was the Betel nut, 
which, when wrapped in a pepper leaf and 
covered with a dollop of lime, was mildly 
narcotic. Another thing sold openly was the 
Indian version of the cigarette. A piece of 
tobacco leaf was cut into about a two inch 
square and filled with chopped up tobacco 
and rolled into a tight cigarette. Drugs such 
as hemp (think hashish), opium and cocaine 
were put in the cigarettes. Americans just 
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couldn’t cope with the bugs found in the 
food and drink there. There were only two 
restaurants and one ice cream store that 
were cleared for us to eat in.

There were kitchens and dining facilities 
in the hostels and at Camp Knox. Moslem 
cooks had to be used because the Hindus 
wouldn’t cook beef. We didn’t have many 
tossed salads, and milk was impossible to 
get or drink so it was coffee and tea. A small 
water tank on the roof had treated water 
that was used for cooking and drinking and 
for brushing teeth. A barber and a tailor 
came by regularly. We got American style 
haircuts.

In Hostel # 5 when I got out of bed in 
the morning and was taking my shower 
the houseboy made the bunk up with fresh 
sheets and had the clothes I would wear 
lain out on the bunk ready for me. I would 
go down to breakfast and the waiter would 
take my order and serve me at my place at 
the table. I really felt like that rich American 
Rajah after that treatment but when I caught 
my ride to the office in the bed of a six by 
six I became the seaman first class again. 
As long as we took care of our jobs we were 
pretty much free to come and go as we 
pleased. 

About once a week a couple of us would 
visit the nearby Victoria Hotel for a good din-
ner and then go to a nearby movie theater. 
The radio in the parlor would feature Tokyo 
Rose playing something for the Chinese that 
sounded like ten lovesick tomcats. Soon she 
was playing some boogie-woogie or swing. 
So went an evening in Calcutta for SACO 
Hostel # 5 personnel. (End Part Three of My 
Memories of One-Way Trip).

Lynchburg Rail Days

The Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS presents 
LYNCHBURG RAIL DAYS 2010 from 9 

a.m. til 4 p.m. on Saturday August 14, 2010 

at the Boonsboro Ruritan Club on Coffee Rd. 
in Lynchburg, VA

Admission is $6 per person, family admis-
sion, $10. Children 12 and under free with 
paying adult.

Train Exhibits, Slide Shows, and Operating 
Model Layouts on display along with model 
train items and Railroad Memorabilia with 
Vendors from around the Region will be on 
hand, and the public will also be able to set 
up sales tables. Advance registration/pay-
ment is required. Numerous other events 
are also scheduled.

For more information contact: Blue Ridge 
Chapter, NRHS P.O. Box 11731, Lynchburg, 
VA 24506-1731. or www.blueridgegenrhs.org

Summary of Minutes of Special 
Board Meeting 5-20-10

provided by Jeff Sanders
Call to order by Jeff Sanders at 6:58 PM 

at O. Winston Link Auditorium. Present 
were Jeff Sanders, Eddie Mooneyham, Skip 
Salmon, Jim Cosby, Jim Overholser, Landon 
Gregory and Ken Miller.

Regarding the replacement of the leaking 
water pump on the Chapter’s EMD GP-30 
No. 522, it was agreed that this repair is cov-
ered by previously authorized maintenance 
budgeted funds. Eddie Mooneyham will take 
care of the replacement.

The Board decided not to bid on the job 
of painting the VMT’s N&W Safety Car, but 
approved a motion that the Chapter will 
provide any needed consulting services on 
a donated basis, and will donate the cost of 
lettering, striping and application of same, 
with Ken Miller’s assistance. The Board also 
approved a motion to donate up to $500 
to the Virginia Museum of Transportation 
for the removal of a scratch down the side 
of the 611, which was damaged during the 
move on Roanoke Rail day.

In answer to a request, a donation of 

$500.00 has been made to the C&O St. 
Albans, WV Depot. Former Chapter mem-
ber Matt Crouch is working on upkeep of 
the depot {a non-profit, 401(c)(3) organiza-
tion}. Ken Miller pointed out that Virginian 
Railway passenger trains once stopped at 
this depot.

In another action, the Board clarified the 
handling of payment and letter of donation 
to Internet Sales for the purchase/donation 
of a 1987 Hyster 7000-lb. capacity fork-lift.

Meeting adjourned.

Summary of Minutes of Board 
Meeting 6-1-10

provided by Jeff Sanders
Directors Attending: Jeff Sanders, Bill 

Mason, Skip Salmon, Eddie Mooneyham, 
Jim Cosby, Jim Overholser, Landon Gregory, 
and Carl Jensen. Also attending was Walt 
Alexander, Membership Chairman and Gary 
Gray, Chapter member.

Minutes of previous meetings of May 4, 
2010 and the special Board meeting of May 
20, 2010 were approved as read.

Treasurer Jim Cosby presented an up to 
date report for the Board. Copies are always 
available to Chapter members upon request.

Membership Chairman Walt Alexander 
reported that we have 165 members as 
of June 1, 2010, which is an 18% increase 
from last year at this time. Walt handed out 
“Membership Roster 2010” to Board mem-
bers and will distribute copies to all Chapter 
members. He also reported that the mailing 
list data-base has been updated to include all 
riders from the 2009 and 2010 trips. We now 
have a mailing list of 1541. Walt presented 
an application for “Chapter only” member-
ship from Bradley Dobbins, which the Board 
approved. Jim Cosby commended Walt for 
his work in preparing the Chapter Roster.

National Director Carl Jensen reported 
that the Scranton 2010 NRHS Convention 

is “full.” Carl will be attending the National 
Board meeting at Scranton where major 
changes to the Board structure will be 
discussed, with implementation in about 
a year. Carl reported that the 2012 Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa Convention is proposed to be a 
9- day event.

Mechanical / Equipment / Siding Chairman 
Eddie Mooneyham reported that the water 
pump needed for the 522, GP-30, has been 
located. Our pump has been exchanged 
for one off an engine being retired, saving 
our Chapter about $800. Eddie reported 
that all usable rail related items have now 
been removed from the metal shed at the 
Virginian Station in preparation of disman-
tling the building. The former CW No. 662 
Baldwin switcher that we will cosmetically 
restore for VMT, has been spotted for work. 
Bill Mason and Gary Gray are working on the 
cab floor. Eddie is following through with 
the deal to purchase the 1987 7,000 pound 
Hyster Fork Truck from Internet Sales. Our 
coach 1827 now has RPCX reporting marks 
for shipment. Eddie is to get documentation 
letter from Monticello with final payment 
prior to transfer of ownership. Monticello 
is handling movement requirements with 
NS. This car is scheduled for movement on, 
or after, June 14. Eddie and Rick Rader will 
travel to Spencer on Thursday to complete 
A/C work on the 537 coach. This work will 
make the A/C equipment Amtrak compat-
ible. Work is being done on our N&W 1118 
steam engine also. Jeff reminded the Board 
that work on the 1134, for Portsmouth, and 
CW Ry 662, for VMT is required before work 
on our 1118 and former CW 663, because 
of promised deadlines. Eddie reported that 
the town of Appomattox, VA will have their 
annual Rail Day October 8, 9, and 10, 2010, 
to celebrate N&W’s donation of the Station 
to the town. They asked about using some 
of our equipment (GP-30, 1407 and N&W 
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he is selling, with all proceeds going to the 
Station Project.

Regarding old business, we received a 
wrap-up report on the Washington Amtrak 
trip. Concerning fall excursions, we will 
be meeting with the Huntington/Watauga/ 
Spencer Groups this Saturday June 5, 2010 
in Wytheville, VA to discuss items of com-
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Here is a reminder that all members 
can receive each issue of our newsletter 
Turntable Times by email.  The May/June 
issue in color was emailed to members 
on June 9th, which was well ahead of the 
paper copy by US mail.  If you would like to 
receive it by email, please send an email to 
me at TERRAPIN66@COX.NET.

By-Laws Committee Report
By Walter Alexander

we went to the Calcutta Botanical Garden, a 
very large park. A large tree there that was 
the pride of the park was called the banyan 
tree. There was a road all the way around 
the tree and the odometer on the truck mea-
sured one mile. That was sixty four years 
ago. Banyan trees put down roots from the 
limbs sort of like peanut plants do and grow 
into large trunks still part of the original 
tree. That is billed as the largest tree in the 
world. The biggest banyan tree in the U.S. is 
one Thomas Edison planted in his front yard 
next door to Henry Ford’s summer estate in 
Fort Myers, Florida. But that banyan tree is a 
sprout compared to the one in Calcutta.

The poor people of Calcutta, which includ-
ed most of the city, thought all Americans 
were rich. They even called us the Rich 
American Rajahs. I guess compared to these 
poor people we were. That sort of exposed 
us to a little mayhem. It turned out that not 
all of the outfit was skinny wimps. The Navy 
had just started the Undersea Demolition 
Team. Many of the early members were 
in SACO. They were trained in Fort Pierce, 
Florida amphibian base. Part of their training 
was being taken out to sea over the horizon 
and put off the boat with full pack and force 
to swim back to land. They were trained in 
all sort of lethal fighting and they were big 
enough that each one could take on about a 
platoon of regular men by himself.

One day they had a brand new jeep in 
the motor pool. I was to get it and go out 
to Dum Dum airport and pick up an Army 
officer. That officer turned out to be a one-
star general from the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS). He had all the brass buttons 
and scrambled eggs, stars and fruit salad. 
Well he didn’t have too much fruit salad 
because he didn’t look much older than 
me. He was looking for the exiled Burmese 
government. We found several addresses 
in Calcutta, but each place we went to they 

said it had moved. Finally, we were directed 
to an address in Howra, India. That was my 
second trip across the big bridge. We finally 
found the address and the news there was 
that it had moved to Colombo, Ceylon. Right 
at the Howra end of the bridge was the 
Howra passenger train terminal. It was one 
big railroad operation. Having that darned 
general on board caused me to drive by with 
only a look from the street. I made the trip 
back to Dum Dum airport and put him on 
an airplane, which was a DC 3 like Piedmont 
Airlines used. In the earliest days of SACO 
the OSS considered SACO its china division. 
OSS morphed into the CIA.

Well I kept on trucking, if you could call it 
that. I found shortcuts around town and saw 
other strange things including a man who 
was washing a water buffalo all the while 
taking a bath himself. Rub on the buffalo 
and then on himself. The buffalo was clean 
but I am not sure about the man. There 
were a lot of warehouses not far from the 
building the Navy office was in. I think most 
of them were where tea was gathered for 
sale or transshipment. It was brought in on 
large ox carts. There were many tea compa-
nies located in the same building the Navy 
was in. About all the companies you see on 
the grocery shelves plus many that are never 
heard of in the U.S. were there. The coconut 
business was also big, and there was a huge 
pile of green coconuts stacked up against 
the building. One item that was especially 
forbidden for Americans was the Betel nut, 
which, when wrapped in a pepper leaf and 
covered with a dollop of lime, was mildly 
narcotic. Another thing sold openly was the 
Indian version of the cigarette. A piece of 
tobacco leaf was cut into about a two inch 
square and filled with chopped up tobacco 
and rolled into a tight cigarette. Drugs such 
as hemp (think hashish), opium and cocaine 
were put in the cigarettes. Americans just 
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me a few days to find my way around.
Calcutta was in many way a beautiful 

place despite all the filth and squalor often 
seen. The Victorian Monument was a large 
building complex in a well-groomed park 
setting built with bright white marble with 
a large dome on the central building and 
smaller domed towers at each corner of 
the complex. Sometimes it was called the 
Calcutta Taj Mahal. Close by was a large field 
called the Maidan where many soccer fields 
and cricket courts were located along with a 
large horse race track with bleacher stands 
all around. On one of our hunting trips 
(three of us and an Indian guide) we were 
not having any luck so when we came to a 
really nicely paved road it just begged for us 
to come on in. There were no signs or gates 
so in we went. About a quarter of a mile 
later we came upon a British Spitfire fighter 
airplane parked by the road. About two hun-
dred feet farther and another Spitfire, then 
what I think was a Wellington bomber and 
a few more fighters and bombers when sud-
denly we were on a big stretch of concrete 
pavement. Runway? Whoops!! It is surprising 
how little ground it takes to make a U turn 
with a jeep. Security was unheard of.

Calcutta was always full of interesting 
things that people would do. Traffic con-
trol was one. I don’t recall any traffic lights 
but on the busiest intersections there were 
police stands. Several times a day you would 
hear military band music and in a few min-
utes the band would come into sight march-
ing down the middle of the street in full 
regalia leading a platoon of men in full uni-
form. A stop was made at each police stand 
and the exchange was made, and then on to 
the next stop. They did a good job but then 
the traffic consisted mostly of horse drawn 
coaches and man drawn rickshaws where 
the man was running on the street barefoot 
like a horse. Another weird thing was piano 

movers. Now and then you could see a big 
grand piano coming down the street. When 
you got closer you could see that it was 
being carried by eight or ten men who had it 
on top of their heads trotting along taking it 
in to the shop. Many things come to mind, 
but the most curious one was seeing women 
following sacred cows and catching the dung 
with buckets. Her whole family lived on the 
sidewalk in front of a wall for weather pro-
tection. When the dung was dry it was fuel 
for cooking. 

All was well in Calcutta for a couple of 
weeks when in mid-August 1945 the news 
was that the U.S. had completely blown a 
Japanese city away. (First atomic bomb). 
Much celebrating came about because the 
war was over. Not so fast. A couple of days 
later another city was gone. Tojo decided 
he had better quit before he ran out of cit-
ies and finally the war was over. Much 
more celebrating. I think they ran out of 
beer that time. I don’t like hot beer so I 
wouldn’t know. There wasn’t much change 
in every day activities for me. A lot of new 
faces began showing up. Men from China 
units that had been closed immediately 
and turned over to the Communists were 
on their way home. I made several trips to 
the Customs House picking up bags full of 
souvenir Jap pistols and swords and taking 
officers to the airports. I was hoping to get 
to drive in a convoy over the Burma Road to 
Chungking, China, which didn’t happen, but 
I was glad the war was over.

The Mohammedans (they are called 
Muslims now days) had a religious celebra-
tion in a very large park in Calcutta. That is 
the only time I ever saw one million people 
in one bunch. There were several large 
mosques in Calcutta. I only saw them from 
the street, but did get the time to visit a 
Hindu temple.

On another trip with the Red Cross tours 

Later this year, this committee will be 
recommending changes to update the 

Chapter By-Laws. Our focus will be to mod-
ernize the Chapter By-Laws and also to bring 
them in line with any changes that National 
may make later this year.  If you have any 
suggestions, please contact any of the com-
mittee members:  Jim Cosby, Jim Overholser, 
or me. 

Minutes of Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS Meeting 5-20-10
I. Call to order: Jeff Sanders at 7:40 PM at 
the O. Winston Link Auditorium. 35 signed 
the attendance roster.
II. Welcoming Visitors: Jeff Sanders wel-
comed Brad Dobbins 
III. Announcements: Bonnie Molinary 
announced that former member Nancy 
Austin, widow of Joe Austin passed away. 
Bonnie also announced that we need a vol-
unteer for refreshments for the July meet-
ing.
IV. Minutes of the 4-15-10 Chapter meeting:  
Skip Salmon
A. After copies of these minutes were passed 
around and read, Harold Hunley moved 
that the minutes of the 4-15-10 meeting be 
approved as read.  Second by Gary Gray.  
Motion Passed.
V. Thank you by Bev Fitzpatrick, Director of 
the Virginia Museum of Transportation.
A. Bev thanked the Chapter for assisting in 
the recent Roanoke Rails event May 8 and 
for providing motor car rides at the VMT. 
He also thanked Gordon Hamilton and 
Louis Newton for assisting with the 611 dis-
play. He announced that soon the signs on 
area Interstate Highways that indicate this 
region as a Technical Corridor will soon be 
replaced with signs announcing the area as 
the Virginia Rail Heritage Corridor. He also 
thanked the Chapter for our work in the ren-
ovation of the Virginian Passenger Station.

VI. Treasurer’s Report: Jim Cosby
A. Jim announced that a complete up to date 
report of Chapter finances is available to any 
Chapter Member upon request.
B. He said that we have received payment of 
$20,000 from the Monticello Rail Museum 
as partial payment for our Coach No. 1827.
C. Jim reported on the two recent Rail 
Excursions:
1. Thaxton Elementary School Excursion was 
a success with 150 adults and children rid-
ing from Lynchburg to Charlottesville with 
Chapter assistance. Jim reported that the 
Chapter donation of $200 to help under-
write the project and $120.29 in expenses 
for a total Chapter donation of $320.29.  He 
also reported that photos and an account 
of this excursion has been passed on to 
Carl Jensen for National publication in the 
“NRHS Bulletin”.
2. May 14, 2010 Chapter Excursion to 
Washington and Return Excursion was a 
“sell-out”. There were 100 who rode this 
trip with grossed income of $10,640.00, 
$8,296.41 expenses for a Chapter net of 
$2,343.59. Twelve Chapter members made 
the trip.  
3. Jim Cosby thanked Jim and Kathy 
Overholser, Walt Alexander and Dorr Tucker 
for their assistance in making this trip a suc-
cess.
VII. Membership:  Walt Alexander
A. Walt reported that we have 165 members 
in good standing and 5 have not renewed 
as of this date. Membership is up over this 
time last year.
B. Walt announced that membership applica-
tions are available in the lobby.
VIII. National:  Carl Jensen
A. Carl was out of town so no report was 
given.
B. Jeff recognized Carl’s service as Chairman 
of the National Convention Committee for 
10 years.
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IX. Roanoke Rail Day May 8, 2010
A. Jeff thanked all Chapter members who 
helped with this event and announced that 
because of communication problems, our 
Chapter 611 tool car and N&W Caboose were 
not moved over to OWL to take part. He said 
that VMT reported over 500 paid admissions 
to the event and Clifton Forge C&O Heritage 
reported 1500 attending their event.   
X. Committees:
A. Mechanical/Siding/ Equipment:  Eddie 
Mooneyham
1. Eddie announced that the 1134 steam 
engine is now at Portsmouth at the VA Rail 
Museum. (Skip passed out some photos of 
the 1134 assembled at the Museum)
2. Eddie announced that the 611 suffered 
some scrapes to her paint clear-coat while 
being moved form VMT to OWL and return. 
Our Board has authorized helping with 
repairs with a donation.
3. He thanked Rick Rader, Jeff Shelton, and 
Percy Wilkins for loan of their motor cars 
for rides at the VMT at Rail Day.  He also 
thanked Brian Crosier for his loan of the 
rider car.
4. Eddie announced that we need volunteers 
to work on the former CW 662 that we will 
cosmetically restore for VMT.
5. There will be no workday this Saturday, 
but Sunday is a work day.
6. Eddie announced that the C&O Heritage 
Center in Clifton Forge has offered make 
their facilities available for the Roanoke 
Chapter at no cost.
7. He announced that our 1827 will be used 
at Spencer until June 14, when Monticello 
will pick up the coach.
8. The sale of No. 3305 “Mardi Gras” is still 
in negotiations and 1148 “Devil’s Lake” is 
still available.
9. Eddie reported that the No. 537 coach is 
being used at Spencer when the AC is not 
needed.  Eddie and Rick Rader will go to 

Spencer soon to replace the AC unit with 
one that meets Amtrak specs.
B. Virginian Station:  Jim Cosby and Skip 
Salmon
1. Jim reported that progress is being made 
on the project at a slow but steady pace.
2. Jim told of our sub-committee’s recent 
meetings to expedite the process of getting 
re-bidding and construction started.
3. Jim is working with Valley Metro to get 
designated funds distributed.
4. Jeff announced that he got an email just 
before the meeting from Alison Blanton 
announcing the GOOD NEWS that we have 
received a $250,000 grant for this year for 
the project. 
5. Skip read a May 17, 1910 article from 
“The Roanoke Times” announcing the open-
ing of the Station with no fan fare and  say-
ing that it may be  “intended as temporary”.
6. Skip announced work is being done to 
secure more parking spaces under and west 
of the Jefferson Street Bridge with the City 
of Roanoke and Norfolk Southern with some 
progress.
C. Norfolk & Western Historical Society: Ron 
Davis
1. Ron announced their upcoming 
Convention at Front Royal, VA and that a 
tour of the Virginia Inland Port will be part 
of this event.
D. Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS:  Norris Deyerle
1. Norris announced their Rail Day of August 
14, 2010 and offered a table for our Chapter 
at this event.
2. Dorr Tucker reported that the new train 
rider-ship from Lynchburg to DC has exceed-
ed expectations. Amtrak expected 50,000 
riders for a year and so far in six months 
51,000 have already ridden these trains.
XI. New Business
A. Jeff reported that we have not heard 
from Amtrak concerning our Fall Trips on 
November 6 and 7.

I was not too impressed with what I saw but 
an autumn shot with less vegetation has a 
possibility or two should 611 or 1218 return 
to the high iron. Still I was impressed that 
she was interested enough in me as a fellow 
train photographer to pass on the info.

This past January 2010 marked 50 years 
since Southern Railway introduced the unit 
train concept to American railroading by 
employing Southern designed “Silversides” 
gondolas to haul coal between coal mines 
and customer power plants on a regular 
turn-around schedule. Norfolk Southern of 
course carries on that tradition as well as 
other railroads do all over the country and 
as you know other commodities have also 
been adapted to the unit train concept of 
transport.

TTX Railcar Images Wanted

TTX Company needs images of its equip-
ment in action. We are seeking photos 

of intermodal equipment, boxcars and other 
TTX rolling stock in scenic settings for its 
2011 calendar and future marketing materi-
als. Photographers will receive $250 for full, 
non-exclusive rights for each image used. 
Selected images will become the property 
of TTX and will be retained electronically in 
our archives for various uses. Some editing 
of images may occur.

Digital images must be a minimum size 
of 6” x 8” ( or 3,000 pixels x 2,400 pixels) at 
300 dpi resolution. Files can be submitted 
as either JPG or TIFF Tile formats in RGB or 
CMYK. Please identify the location of each 
picture and provide your contact informa-
tion for payment purposes if your image is 
featured.

Deadline for entries is August 1, 2010. 
Send CDs (CDs will not be returned) or 
slides to: Sara Lorenzo, TTX Company, 101 
N. Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 60606.

(Above submitted by Mr. Robin R. Shavers.)

 J Class No. 611, May 27, 1950
by Joe Fagan

With the recent birthday celebration of J 
Class # 611, I recalled that I was work-

ing at Randolph Street Tower at Roanoke 
when No. 611 was released from the East 
End Shops about 3:00 A.M. on May 27, 1950. 
Engine 611 came out through the # 2 Shop 
Gate to Shaffers Crossing, and began work 
on May 29, 1950. Thanks Joe, for sharing 
this very historic memory of J Class No.  611 
with everyone.

My Memories of One-Way Trip 
(Part Three)

by Joe Fagan

Now that we were finally in Calcutta the 
urgent need for some clothing became 

obvious. We were issued U.S. Army khaki 
uniforms, Marine fatigues, Indian bedding 
and bits and pieces of British Army stuff. 
Absolutely NO insignia was issued. I was 
also issued a pass by the British/Indian gov-
ernment to enter the commercial ports and 
dock areas and airports and another pass 
to go aboard ships with American military 
material.

I was issued a U.S. Navy drivers license 
to drive U.S. Navy vehicles with no limita-
tions. I wasn’t asked if I had ever driven a 
truck, so with India being an English colony, 
traffic was to the left side of the road. Now 
can you see a guy who hadn’t been driving 
but a little over a year getting into a heavy 
6x6 truck with no telling how many forward 
gears and two ranges driving on the left side 
of the street threading his way through all 
the sacred cows and Indians who just walk 
blindly into the street without looking? The 
motor pool chief told me that if I hit an 
Indian to be sure and see that he was dead 
because then all it cost was the price of fire-
wood to cremate him. If you just hurt him 
then you had to pay his hospital bill. It took 
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B. Jeff announced that we need volunteers 
for the Fall Trips.
C. Jeff asked for a volunteer to plan pro-
grams for our Chapter meetings.
D. Paul Howell announced that Buckingham 
Branch will be running trains this coming 
weekend.
E. Jeff announced that our “Freebie Table” is 
full for the pickings’.
F. Dorr Tucker announced that he and Jim 
Overholser are working on a Chapter pro-
gram about west-coast railroads including 
the Napa Valley Wine Trains.
G. Kenny Kirkman announced that begin-
ning June 5, 2010 there will be 8 passenger 
trains daily, operating through Greensboro.
XII. Break and Refreshments: Kathy 
Overholser and Bonnie Molinary.
XIII. Program:  Outstanding CD provided by 
Ellison Wefel “Pillars of Smoke”, N&W steam 
operation from Roanoke to Blue Ridge 1957.
XIV. Adjournment:  9:45 PM
The next scheduled Chapter meeting is June 
17, 2010.

Respectfully Submitted,
Skip Salmon, Chapter Secretary

Governor Rendell Releases $5 
Million for Major Improvements 
at Railroad Museum of 
Pennsylvania

June 3rd -- Harrisburg — Gov. Edward 
G. Rendell today announced the release 
of $5 million in state funds for major 
improvements at the Railroad Museum of 
Pennsylvania in Strasburg, Lancaster County. 
This investment of capital funds will help 
boost Pennsylvania's tourism industry while 
preserving the state's storied railroad his-
tory.

Barbara Franco, executive director of 
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, said $500,000 will be used for 
the design of a 16,000-square-foot round-

house that incorporates the museum's exist-
ing turntable and will be able to house a sig-
nificant number of the museum's extensive 
collection of historic locomotives and rolling 
stock currently stored outdoors. Many of 
the locomotives that will be preserved in 
the new building are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and are among 
the only surviving examples of their kind. 
The Governor's Office anticipates releasing 
an additional $6.1 million for the elements.

Franco said $4.5 million is allocated for 
the design, fabrication and installation 
of new permanent exhibits that examine 
Pennsylvania's railroading history from its 
earliest beginnings to the present day. The 
exhibits will explore the social, economic, 
and technological history of Pennsylvania 
railroading, using the museum's collection 
of artifacts and rolling stock to illustrate 
the story. Together, the new roundhouse 
and new exhibits will make the Railroad 
Museum even more attractive to families 
and visitors of all ages.

The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, 
which opened to the public in 1973, is one 
of the nation's premier railroad museums 
and is among the most visited sites along 
the Pennsylvania Trail of History.

From various news letters and reports. 

Work on the NS Lynchburg to 
Durham Coal Line!

by Gary Price

The Lynchburg and Durham Railroad 
was chartered in 1887 and construction 

of the 115 mile railroad from Lynchburg, 
Virginia, into Durham, North Carolina, was 
completed in 1890. It was built to tap the 
rich lumber fields and tobacco farms located 
along the route. In 1893, the Norfolk and 
Western took over the L & D, and it became 
known as the N & W's Durham Line.

This line had its beginnings hauling agri-

Southern should have it’s “Heartland 
Corridor Project” near completion in August. 
It’s kind of hard to believe that this massive 
project commenced over three years ago 
in June 2007. I kept up with what Norfolk 
Southern’s project progress via their web-
site and their publication BizNS. It was 
interesting how they were able to work 
with the contractors and various railroad 
departments to meet deadlines and keep 
trains moving, especially trains that cater to 
extremely important customers.

I attended Family Rail Days at The North 
Carolina Transportation Museum in Spencer 
the second weekend of June. Those folks 
as always put their best feet forward and 
it is always a pleasure to see for yourself 
the progress that has been made since 
my last visit. As a Southern and Norfolk & 
Western fan, it did my spirit good to see the 
Southern caboose and clay car and the N&W 
70 ton coal hopper fully restored to like new 
condition. Despite being hit by a small tor-
nado weeks earlier, you would have never 
known it by checking out the grounds. The 
heat ‘n’ humidity were up and attendees 
way down, especially on Sunday. It was so 
hot, the birds walked. With low attendance, 
you had your choice of seats on the four car 
caboose train and yours truly scored quite a 
few locomotive cab rides. Traffic over on the 
former Southern Railway was light. I must 
say, seeing and hearing a quartet of old 
school second generation locomotives on a 
southbound P61 made my day. In notch 8 
with Southern airhorns blaring like from the 
days of old. This year, there were far more 
vendors. One vendor in particular had the 
largest variety of caps for southeastern rail-
roads I have ever seen.

Speaking of the Southern, if you have 
ever been interested in obtaining informa-
tion on Southern’s radio receiver cars used 
with mid-train helpers then you will want to 

own or read an in depth article within the 
November-December TIES Magazine of The 
Southern Railway Historical Association. In 
fact the entire magazine is dedicated to the 
development of Southern’s radio trains. For 
the uninformed, we are not referring to am-
fm radio stations. To possibly acquire a copy, 
check their website at www.srha.net

For you N&W fans of steam and the glory 
days, you definitely need to check out the 
Spring 2010 Classic Trains. There is a 10 
page story written by two young railfans, 
well they were young during their visit, 
as they paid Roanoke a visit before steam 
was completely gone. The article includes 
numerous color photos. If the hobby shops 
are out of copies, and they very well should 
be, visit www.ClassicTrainsMag.com for pos-
sible back issues.

It appears there will not be an Altoona 
Railfest this summer. I paid a visit to their 
new website and all that was presented was 
photo clips and video footage from past 
Railfests.

As railfans when we are approached by 
members of the general public and ques-
tioned about what we are up to, the pendu-
lum can swing either for us or against us, 
usually the latter. on Tuesday afternoon of 
June 1st, I was photographing a Sandersville 
Railroad supersize woodchip hopper car 
and an NW grain car in Crewe behind the 
Fast Mart Convenience Store. After taking 
my shots and generally observing the other 
rolling stock, an attractive woman driv-
ing a faded blue mazda pulls up to me and 
asked if I was shooting for business or for 
a hobby and of course I answered the lat-
ter. She then informed me of a stone bridge 
that carries the tracks over a country road 
about a quarter mile west of where we were. 
She mentioned that she and a friend had 
photographed numerous NS trains there. I 
checked it out after thanking her for the tip. 
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Turntable Times Editor To 
Resign

by Kenney Kirkman

Effective December 31, 2010, I will be 
ending my position as Editor of the 

Roanoke Chapter’s newsletter Turntable 
Times. If anyone is interested in taking over 
this position before December 31, 2010, that 
will be okay. Otherwise, I will end my posi-
tion as Editor on the date just mentioned, 
regardless of the status of Turntable Times 
on that date.

I wish to thank everyone for their contri-
butions to Turntable Times during the past 
16 years that I have been Editor. I won’t 
name anyone individually here as I am sure 
to leave someone out. So I will simply say 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, whether your 
contributions have been large or small.

Why have I decided to resign as Editor of 
Turntable Times you may ask? I have simply 
decided to move on and try other things. 
Sixteen years is a long time.

If you are interested in becoming the new 
Editor of Turntable Times, please contact 
Kenney Kirkman or Ken Miller, Roanoke 
Chapter President Jeff Sanders, or Chapter 
Vice-President Eddie Mooneyham.

Thank You Everyone!

Mixed Freight July/August 2010
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Saturday May 8th 2010 marked the 
third National Train Day with at least 

170 events scheduled to celebrate the day 
nationwide. The day started for me rail-
fanwise when I arrived at the CSX/Amtrak 
employee/passenger parking lot at Clifton 
Forge, VA at 3:31 a.m. My original plans to 
depart Richmond early Friday morning May 
7th to arrive in Roanoke in time to observe 
class J No. 611 being moved from the VMT 
to a location near the O. Winston Link 
Museum were altered when I was informed 

on Wednesday that one of my favorite bands 
from my college days would be performing 
that Friday evening over in Charlottesville. 
When you have two or more strong inter-
ests, you sometime have to make quick ‘n’ 
hard decisions. I decided for the band and 
experience the 611 on it’s short journey in 
reverse on Sunday as it would be moved 
back to the VMT. This decision also reversed 
my NTD plans as I spent time in Clifton 
Forge first and Roanoke second.

I thoroughly enjoyed the NTD activities 
held at The C&O Railway Heritage Center 
and in the town of Clifton Forge. The 
weather was perfect despite being awaken 
by raindrops around 6:00 a.m. The clouds 
headed east and yielded picture perfect con-
ditions. Even CSX cooperated with regular 
train operations grabbing the attention of 
railfans and nonrailfans alike. There was a 
strong wind all day and it presented a real 
challenge for some vendors. God knows 
I did my share of picking up blown away 
reading materials. I didn’t plan to spend as 
much time as I did in Clifton Forge since I 
wanted to equalize my NTD with The Link 
Museum and the VMT. As we all know, 
cinders happen. One main difference I 
noticed in Clifton Forge over Roanoke was 
the following. The C&O fans were out in 
force with the wearing of tee shirts and 
caps bearing that roads logo. I was the only 
person I saw that wore at least one Chessie 
System item, a watch fob. I saw very little 
N&W or Virginian items on folks that day 
in Roanoke. By all accounts, officials up in 
Clifton Forge with The Heritage Center and 
in Roanoke with the VMT and Link Museum 
were pleased with the public turnout. Plans 
for NTD 2011 are probably in the works 
already. That 3 way pass involving the enti-
ties listed above was indeed a very good 
idea and lets hope that will be continued.

By the time you read this, Norfolk 

culture products, now the main commodity 
is coal as Norfolk Southern delivers several 
100 car unit coal trains daily complete with 
pusher units to feed the bellies of three 
major power plants located along the line, 
one in Virginia and two in North Carolina. 
Maintenance of Way forces refer to this line 
as the "Roller Coaster" line because of the 
straight, steep uphill grades followed by a 
steep downhill run right back into another 
uphill grade over and over again along the 
entire route. It takes all the horsepower 
that our little machines have to climb these 
grades, then we wear out our breaks keeping 
things in check going down the other side.

My adventures in railroading took me 
recently to South Boston, Virginia, home of 
Ward Burton to all you NASCAR fans. We 
had an unusual task to do this time around: 
re-tie the individual tracks that lead directly 
into the two power plants located just across 
the state line in Roxboro, N.C. We unloaded 
our equipment at Cluster Springs, VA, and 
backed-up 4 miles to the Mayo Junction 
switch, then backed up another 4 miles on 
the Mayo Branch to reach the massive coal 
facility. The present day Mayo Power Plant 
is operated by Progress Energy and went on 
line in 1983. It is currently known as the 
10th largest coal fired plant in the United 
States. It employees 350 people and gener-
ates 3,227,000 kilowatts, enough power for 
2.6 million homes. One thing is for certain...
you do not stop the coal trains that go into 
this facility! After finishing the four miles 
on the Mayo Branch, it was time to back 
down the mainline to the second branch at 
Hyco Junction.

Hyco Branch is a long 6-mile line that 
snakes its way uphill to the Hyco Power 
Plant. This was my second time visiting 
the facility, and we set off to work at the 
switch located at the "Balloon Track" used to 
run coal trains around to the rotary dump-

ers. Hyco Power Plant is also operated by 
Progress Energy and is ranked as one of 
the top 10 power producers in the United 
States, capable of producing 25 megawatts 
of power which leaves the power station on 
transmission lines that carry up to 500,000 
volts. Hyco regularly burns 150 carloads 
of coal per day and also keeps a stockpile 
of coal that could last the plant up to 60 
days. After finishing the branch lines, we 
backed up toward the end of the mainline 
at Roxboro, NC, (NS abandoned 25 miles of 
track from Roxboro to Durham several years 
ago), and we began working north towards 
Brookneal, VA.

Passing through Denniston, one can barely 
see the abandoned grade of the Norfolk, 
Franklin and Danville railroad. At South 
Boston, you can still see the grade where 
the Richmond and Danville railroad crossed 
the mainline, and the wooden bridge that 
held the western side of the diamond is 
still intact there. The switch that leads to 
the Clover Power plant is also located here 
and uses part of the original Richmond and 
Danville line to access it. I have never been 
to the Clover facility, so maybe I will in a 
few years, but this time we kept working 
north.

One interesting train that now runs on 
this line actually carries a by product of 
the three power plants, and that is a coal 
ash train. Gondola loads of the burnt ash 
are collected from the three facilities and 
used in the manufacturing of sheet-rock. At 
Brookneal, Virginia, the Durham line has a 
connection track with the former Virginian 
Railroad, and this is where all loaded coal 
trains destined for the three power plants 
are routed from Roanoke. All empties return 
via Lynchburg.

from Watauga Valley NRHS Whistle Stop
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the September/October 2010 issue of Turntable 

Times is Friday June 18, 2010. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor Turntable Times, 
590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128. All parties sending 
newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via email should send them to: 
kkirkman50@hotmail.com and Ken Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
STEAM IS WHERE YOU FIND IT! While most of our group were at 
the Link Museum to see the 611 on Saturday. May 8, members Jim 
Overholser and  Dorr Tucker just happened to be in LA for two hours 
that  morning as part of an extensive transcontinental journey. Ex Santa 
Fe Northern 3751 just "happened" to be en route to San Bernardino for 
National Train Day display that afternoon. Needless to say they enjoyed  
seeing the  mighty Northern as she headed out by Mission Tower.  

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, July 15th at 7:30 
pm. at the Link Museum located in the former N&W Passenger 
Station, 101 Shenandoah Avenue. 

Our August meeting will be held on Thursday, August 19, 2010 at 
the O. Winston Link Museum in the auditorium.

Our September meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept. 16, 2010.
Watch the website to see the announcement of other programs.
As noted in the May meeting minutes elsewhere, President Jeff 

Sanders is looking for a program coordinator, to handle arrange-
ment and scheduling for programs, so that we may have an 
advance list of these programs both here and on our website.

Meeting Notice

1 14

Above: Several members had the opportunity to hear 
the sounds of Chesapeake Western steam some 63 years 
after that road was dieselized. At the West Virginia 
Rails Festival in Petersburg WV on Sunday June 27 we 
see from left to right  our long time friend, Larry Evans 
from Kenova, member S.R. Winegard and Chapter presi-
dent, Jeff Sanders. The two whistles  that we brought 
up fom Roanoke were owned by S.R.'s father Mr. Elvy 
Winegard  who for many years up until the 1960's 
worked as an engineer for the CW out of Elkton.

Above: On Saturday May 29 
a 60th birthday party was 
held at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation for our 
"Crown Jewel" ,Roanoke built 
Norfolk and Western 4-8-4 
Class J No. 611. Here we 
see VMT Executive Director, 
Bev Fitzpatrick and Roanoke 
mayor David Bowers doing 
the honors.

Left: Also on hand for the 
West Virginia Rails Festival at 
Petersburg was New Hope 0-
4-0T doing the honors.

All Photos this issue:
Dorr M. Tucker



Turntable Times is published monthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of 
view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors 
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Editor, Turntable Times
Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222

Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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UPCoMing MEEtingS/EVEntS

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 15 - Regular Meeting
August 3 - Board Meeting
August 19 - Regular Meeting
September 7 - Board Meeting
September 16 - General Meeting
October 5 - Board Meeting
October 21 - General Meeting
Nov. 2 - Board Meeting
Nov. 5-6 - Amtrak trips (tentative)
Nov. 18 - Annual Meeting and 

Election of Directors
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Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

Benches for the Virginian Station
Progress on the renovation continues to 

be slow from the morass of paperwork, but 
someday, the day will come to visit our newly 
refurbished station. Thanks to the History 
Museum of Western Virginia we will have 
some beautiful original station benches to 
place in the waiting room. These benches, 
believed to be former Nickle Plate, but very 
typical design of the era, were surplus to 
the Museum's use and interest, and through 
the efforts of Jeanne Bollendorf, Executive 
Director, were de-acessioned and donated to 
the Roanoke Chapter. The benches are pres-
ently stored pending restoration. Thanks to 
our mechanical crew who moved them to our 
facility and the History Museum for making 
them available.


