
Turntable Times is published monthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of 
view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors 
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Roanoke, VA

Permit No. 89

Editor, Turntable Times
Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA   24032-1322

Turntable Times is published bimonthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of 
view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors 
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Roanoke, VA

Permit No. 89

Editor, Turntable Times
Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222

Return Service Requested

Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at the 
O. Winston Link Museum.

September 17, 2009 - General Meeting
September 26, 2009 - Open House at    
   9th Street Facilities
October 6, 2009 - Board Meeting
October 15, 2009 - General Meeting
November 3, 2009 - Board Meeting
November 7, 2009 - Amtrak Excursion 
to Bluefield.
November 8, 2009 - Amtrak Excursion 
to Shenandoah.
November 19, 2009 - Annual Meeting
December 1, 2009 - Board Meeting

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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The Official Newsletter of the 
Roanoke Chapter, National 

Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

A flyer was completed and mailed in 
August. We are utilizing the internet as much 
as possible for this flyer:

www.RoanokeNRHS.org
You can download a trip flyer, view a docu-

ment of Frequently Asked Questions and 
even order coach tickets for either trip. We 
have partnered with the N&W Historical 
Society, Link Museum and Virginia Museum 
of Transportation to provide a variety of 
ticket outlets.

As of this writing, we have sold out all first 
class space and have a lengthy waiting list. 
Coach tickets are moving along well, and we 
do expect to sell out, so order your tickets 
today. Boarding passes, with car assignments, 
will be mailed by the Chapter to all passen-
gers prior to the trip. 

More details in our next issue!
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the November/December 2009 issue of 

Turntable Times is Monday, October 19, 2009. Please send articles, 
information and exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor 
Turntable Times, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078. All par-
ties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via email should 
send them to: kkirkman50@hotmail.com and Ken Miller at klmill-
er@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Who could have guessed that after almost 45 years of rust-

ing in peace, CW 662 and 663 would be saved as part of the 
"lost engines" of Roanoke and would end up at our 9th Street 
Maintenance Facility. The 663 is featured in these two photos from 
S. R. Winegard's collection. Top is showing 663 on the turntable at 
Staunton about 1960 with (from left) engineer Melvin Sigafoose, 
Brakeman "Sandy" Winegard and Brakeman Jess Deal. With the 
family connections to the Chesapeake Western, it seems only fit-
ting that Mr. Winegard would haul the two locos into our facility 
when the last of the two units were delivered on August 29. Of 
additional interest he hauled them in using our T-6 No. 41, former 
Chesapeake Western No. 11.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next meeting on Thursday, September 17th at 7:30 
pm. at the Link Museum located in the former N&W Passenger 
Station, 101 Shenandoah Avenue. The October Meeting will be 
held on Thursday, October 15th at 7:30 p.m. in the same location.

Watch the website to see the announcement of the programs for 
these meetings!

Meeting Notice
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replaced by a GE 44 ton center cab unit. For 
over 40 years No, 6 languished in Pulaski’s 
Gem City Iron & Metals junk yard. In 2004 it 
was purchased by Scott Symans of Dunkirk 
New York and moved to the Empire State 
from Southwest Virginia. After three years 
of restoration the little saddle tanker was 
placed in service operating on the New York 
and Lake Erie Railroad out of Gowanda New 
York at various times,

At the end of Festival Day 3 in Owosso 
the three little saddle tankers faced as 
challenging task. The mighty disabled 
Pere Marquette 1225, now a sleeping giant 
needed to be moved off the ready track and 
set aside on the rip track. What an awesome 
sight it was to see the three lilliputian tea-
kettles struggling to move the mighty Lima 
built giant, belching prolific black bitumi-
nous exhaust with the constant chanting 
of three different whistles. I had definitely 
gone back to another time as my now silver 
hair was now jet black with centers, Steam 
is where you find it!

Pere Marquette spelled out on the 1225s 
tender reminded me of a quieter time from 
the back seat of a 1952 Pontiac as my par-
ents headed through Clifton Forge on routes 
60 & 220. Way off from my back seat van-
tage point I could see a long line of modern 
steam locomotives with the strange name 
Pere Marquette on the tenders. These loco-
motives were dead, never to run again, Yet 
57 years later todays Pere Marquette locomo-
tive was only sleeping???????????

Lynchburg’s New Amtrak Service
by Dorr Tucker

New Amtrak service out of Lynchburg 
will have different schedule on week-

ends. Beginning on Thursday, October 1, 
Amtrak No. 176 will leave Lynchburg at 
7:38 AM, Lv. Washington at 12;05 PM and 

be in New York by 3:30 PM. On Saturday & 
Sunday, the Lynchburg departure is slated 
for a leisurely 9:59 AM departure, arrival 
in DC before 2:45 PM and arrival at Penn 
Station in downtown Manhattan by 5:46 
with ample of time for dinner, a concert or 
a show. On Sunday, sleep to noon (almost) 
before heading South departing the Big 
Apple on No. 145 at 12:55PM and returning 
to the Hill City at 8:29 PM. Slightly different 
on Saturday with a 12:05 departure from 
New York.

During the week from Monday through 
Friday the schedule is set up for business 
travel with the 7:38 AM Lynchburg depar-
ture of No. 176 arriving in Washington 
before noon and arriving in New York by 
3:30 PM. South bound during the week 
No. 171 is due out of New York at 12:35 
PM, Washington at 4:50 PM and arrival in 
Lynchburg at 8:36 PM.

This convenient service to the Northeast 
Corridor will also provide good access to 
both National and BWI airports for those 
making connections with both transconti-
nental and international flights.

Amtrak Excursion, 
November 7-8, 2009

by Ken Miller

It’s official, we finally received word from 
Amtrak that both NS and Amtrak had 

approved our trips for November. While this 
is a dream we've held onto for almost 12 
years now, it is going to be a challenge for 
us. We will need a lot of member participa-
tion to make these trips a success. Car hosts 
and other volunteers on the train crew will 
be able to ride free of charge provided they  
attend the training sessions and agree to 
work with the train crew cleaning up after 
each trip until they are dismissed by the 
crew chief
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 19, 2009. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

Board members who's terms are expiring 
are as follows:

Walt Alexander
Jim Cosby

Carl Jensen
Skip Salmon
Jeff Sanders

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. The committee headed 
by Gary Gray, is searching for nominees for 
these three positions

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than four (4) votes 

are cast, the ballot will be discarded).
3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 

and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

9th Street Maintenance Facility 
Open House

by Eddie Mooneyham

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
September 26th as we will be hold-

ing an open house for all Chapter members 
and guests beginning around 11:30 am. We 
should be able to run two trains for our 
guests and members, and everyone can get 
a up close personal look at the so-called 
“lost engines” or at least a good portion of 
them. We’ll be running the train until dark 
or until everyone is ready to head home, 
whichever comes first! We would like for 
Chapter members to bring a covered dish. 
The Chapter will provide snacks and drinks. 

Mechanical Department News 
by Eddie Mooneyham and Bill Mason

The mechanical department has been 
working hard during the months of May 

thru July. We completed the repainting of 
Tool Car 1407s roof in early July. It was not 
an easy job for the crew working on a steel 
roof under sun and very warm conditions. 
However, the completed roof improves the 
appearance of the car greatly. Thanks are 

More East Broad Top News

On May 8 the formation of a new not-for-
profit owner for the historic East Broad 

Top Railroad was announced in Rockhill 
Furnace. Larry Salome, president of the East 
Broad Top Railroad Preservation Association, 
explained that the new 501(c)(3) corporation 
had been organized to purchase the East 
Broad Top Railroad from the Kovalchick fam-
ily of Indiana, Pennsylvania. The goal of the 
Preservation Association is the long term 
preservation of the EBT; short term goals 
include maintaining operations, improving 
visitor amenities, and developing a plan for 
rehabilitating and restoring the railroad's 
historic equipment and shop complex. 
When completed, the purchase will incorpo-
rate the EBT right of way from Mount Union 
to Robertsdale; all locomotives, rolling stock, 
and equipment; and other EBT assets like 
the railroad's herald.

The operating schedule for the trains in 
2009 will be the same as in recent years. 
EBT trains will run Saturdays and Sundays 
only, starting on June 6 and ending October 
25. Trains will depart Orbisonia at 1 and 
3 pm., and EBT No. 15 will be handling 
the steam powered consists. Ticket prices 
will remain the same, $12.00 and $8.00 for 
adults and children respectively. Caboose 
fares are $14.00 with seats in the private car 
"Orbisonia" $15.00. A Fall Spectacular will be 
held October 9-11 with special fares apply-
ing.

For up to date information about train 
tickets, schedules, and group rates, please 
contact the railroad directly at the following 
address: East Broad Top Railroad, P.O. Box 
158, Rockhill Furnace, PA 17249. Telephone 
814-447-3011. 

Current information about EBT operations 
and special events can also be found on the 
EBT's web site www.ebtrr.com or on the 
Friends of the East Broad Top web site www.
febt.org

(Above info. excerpted from the Friends 
of the East Broad Top May, 2009 newslet-
ter which was contributed via Mr. Robin R. 
Shavers).

Found Engines
by Dorr Tucker

The Steam Railroading Institute, located 
in Owosso, MI, sponsored "Train Festival 

2009" July 23-26. Seven live locomotives 
were operated during the event. "All Day" 
excursions were run on a 39 (each way) mile 
route while short six mile one hour trips 
were simultaneously run on a different 
route.

The seven active locomotives included 
ex-Southern Pacific 4-84 No. 4449; ex-Nickle 
Plate Berkshire No. 765; Little River Railroad 
4-6-2 No. 110; Flagg Coal saddle tanker 0-4-
0T No. 75, Little River saddle tanker 0-4-0T 
No. 1 and American Viscose saddle tanker 
0-4-0T No. 6. Also on hand was brand-new 
4-4-0 No 63, "Leviathan," an 1860 replica 
of a funnel stack Central Pacific locomo-
tive built from scratch over a nine year 
period , and finished just 30 days before 
the event. Sidelined due to a boiler leak was 
the Institute's home locomotive, ex-Pere 
Marquette 2-8-4 No. 1225. However the 765 
did very well as a stand in!

For attending Roanoke Chapter members 
Harold Castleman, Rick Rader and Dorr 
Tucker. Viscose No. 6 was our special found 
locomotive. Sixty years ago that teakettle 
operated over the very same track where 
we now run our GP-30 No, 522 and T-6 No. 
41. Some time after the War (WW2 for you 
young folks) the little saddle tanker was 
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goin' up hill I debated hard with myself hard 
for three weeks. When a nearby Chevron 
station dropped their regular from $2.55 to 
$2.39 overnight, I decided to go for it. My 
conscience instructed me to pump as much 
as I could into my tank without spilling a 
drop. It was a smart call. Gas in Altoona 
was in the mid $2.50s and that was the 
standard for most prices between there and 
Richmond. I did 72 miles worth of railfan-
ning within Altoona and Creeson and made 
it back to Hancock, Maryland where SHEETZ 
saved the day with $2.42 regular.

It was good to be in Altoona again after a 
two year absence. There was quite a bit of 
freight traffic but not nearly as much before 
the economic slow down. There was a defi-
nite increase of railfans for the event than 
what I had observed over the past 4 years. 
Since my last visit in 2007, a trackside side-
walk has been built on the southside of the 
high iron with a new black chain link fence. 
The sidewalk extends west to the 17th 
Street bridge and has lights for night as well 
as bus stop style benches and shelters at 
two locations. The sidewalk is raised to keep 
motor vehicles off.

Norfolk Southern has been rebuilding 
it's SD50 locomotives into SD40E units and 
these SD40E units are replacing my beloved 
SD40-2s as helper units. They are numbered 
3600s. They don't make anywhere near as 
much sound as the SD40-2s. In fact from 
what I have heard first hand, one SD40E 
makes about half the sound of a SD40-2. 
I am glad I had my tape recorder running 
in earlier years. There are still a few SD40-
2 helper sets operating but their days are 
numbered.

It was great seeing and hearing Mr. 
Levin's Pennsy E8s as they powered Railfest 
excursions between downtown Altooona 
and Gallitzin to the west. A shuttle ser-
vice provided transportation between 

the Railroaders Memorial Museum in 
Altoona and the East Broad Top Railroad 
at Orbisonia, PA. I boarded the 1:00 p.m. 
shuttle for the 3:00 p.m. E.B.T. excursion. I 
am glad that things are starting to look up 
for the E.B.T. They are not out of the woods 
yet but the forest is not quite as dense. It 
was a good trip with a near capacity crowd. 
Locomotive No. 15 did the honors. We even 
had a 15 minute layover at the picnic area. 
A variety of cameras went to work immedi-
ately.

The balance of my stay was used photo-
graphing the Pennsy E8s, observing the NS 
action and visiting most of the railfan spots 
as far west as Lilly. I'm glad I participated in 
the Railfest events in earlier years when so 
much more was offered such as tours of the 
Juniata Locomotive Shops and the Samuel 
Rea car shops at Hollidaysburg. Prototype 
and model railroad exhibits and vendors 
filled the open areas of the shopping mall 
adjacent to the Railroaders Museum.

I spoke with a railfan associate whom is 
also an employee of the Buckingham Branch 
Railroad. He informed me that the new 
acquisition of the former Virginia Southern 
operates on an as needed basis. If you live 
some distance from Keysville or Burkeville, 
you may want to check a reliable source to 
find out if the BB will be operating. They 
move mostly coal to Clarksville and wood-
chips to the NS connection at Burkeville. 
The woodchip traffic has been sporadic. 3 
BB locos are stationed at Keysville.

Lynchburg Rail Day 2009 was an astound-
ing success according to Blue Ridge Chapter 
NRHS officials. There was a constant flow 
of attendees thru out the 7 hour event. One 
extremely good thing was the less than 
super hot heat. It was warm for summer, 
just not oppressive. Despite the economy, 
people were spending some cash and most 
of the vendors I spoke with were pleased. 

due to Eddie Mooneyham, Rick Rader, Tony 
McCray, Bill Mason, Ken and Beth Miller, 
Steve Smith, and Percy Wilkins for tackling 
this difficult but necessary project.

We continue working on clean-up and 
improving the looks of our facility at 9th 
Street. Recently, we installed several VGN 
signals, N&W phone box and yard limit sign 
and a vintage crossing sign all of which pro-
vide excellent atmosphere to our location.

On May 16th we entertained 20 mem-
bers of both the NRHS chapter and model 
railroad club of Winston-Salem NC with a 
train ride in our N&W caboose. They greatly 
appreciated the rides and tour of our yard. 
Hopefully they will return sometime again 
in the future.

On June 14th we were visited by 18 mem-
bers of the Washington Chapter for a train 
ride. They had been to Clifton Forge to visit 
the C&O Historical Society's Heritage Center 
on June 13th. Again we were thanked for 
providing a train ride and tour of our facili-
ty. To the folks from Washington, come back 
again, anytime.

Our crew for June 14th was Percy Wilkins, 
Eddie Mooneyham, Rick Rader, Gary Gray, 
Alan Easome, (Welcome back Alan), Bill 
Mason and Linda Leone, a friend of Percy's 
who scrubbed the inside of our N&W 
caboose from top to bottom on Saturday the 
13th. Thank you very much Linda for mak-
ing our caboose look sparkling inside.

The biggest event so far was the visit on 
July 11th by members of the N&W Historical 
Society during their convention this year 
in Roanoke. We were part of the planned 
convention activities and worked very hard 
to provide a good time during their visit. We 
ran 2 trains that day- T-6 No. 41, VGN Class 
G5 gondola No. 22093, and N&W caboose 
518409 as one train, GP-30 No. 522, tool car 
No. 1407, and Rick Rader's open platform 
Pullman "National Heights" as the other 

train.
Even though Rick's car is still a work in 

progress, it looked good on the passenger 
train with it's B&O - "National Limited" 
drumhead on the platform railing. This car 
was where the NWHS members had lunch. 
There were 100 plus members of NWHS in 
attendance and all seemed to enjoy their 
visit. If any other chapter members who 
were working that day would care to write 
about their experiences please do so.

Our next item our project list is to begin 
work on Chesapeake Western No. 662.

All chapter members, as usual, are 
invited to join us for our work sessions on 
Saturdays and Sundays. We hope to see 
some of you there soon.

 

More Abingdon Branch News
by Kenney Kirkman

In the July/August issue of Turntable Times 
I mentioned that I rode a bicycle on the 

former Norfolk and Western Railway's 
Abingdon Branch right of way between 
White Top VA and Abingdon. Shortly there-
after, I drove from White Top southward 
through West Jefferson NC and on to the 
original end of the Abingdon Branch at 
Elkland, now called Todd.

At Lansing, NC a one-half mile portion of 
the railbed has recently been paved and is 
now open as part of the Lansing walking 
trail. Efforts to extend the trail northward to 
the Virginia line have stalled, primarily due 
to landowner opposition.

At West Jefferson, NC the depot is now a 
hardware store. A farmers market complex 
has been constructed near the depot along 
the former railbed, and at first glance the 
farmers market building seems to somewhat 
resemble a railroad facility as its platform 
roof looks much like the platform roof that 
was once part of the Southern Railway sta-
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tion at Danville, VA 
A few miles south of West Jefferson off 

Route 221 is the village of Fleetwood. At 
Fleetwood, several huge concrete pillars 
still stand that were once part of a lumber 
railroad line that connected with the N&W's 
Abingdon Branch at Fleetwood and went to 
an area called Deep Gap.

From Fleetwood westward to the town 
of Todd a local road called Rail Road 
Grade Road follows the right of way of the 
Abingdon Branch to Todd, a distance of 
about 8 to 10 miles. It is a leisurely ride 
along this paved road which follows the 
South Fork of the New River. Many bikers 
were seen as I traveled from Fleetwood to 
Todd. 

At Todd there are two cabooses and a 
diesel locomotive on display at the station. 
The Todd station was formerly located at 
Kayoulah on the N&W's Galax Branch but 
was moved to Todd many years ago. While 
all the railroad rolling stock and depot at 
Todd are in relatively good condition, all of 
them could stand a good coat of paint as the 
elements are beginning to take their toll so 
to speak.

You'll take a step back in time when you 
enter the Todd depot as the inside of the 
structure has changed little since the N&W 
trains stopped running from West Jefferson 
to the Todd area in the 1930s. One can rent 
a bike here for the ride along Railroad Grade 
Road to Fleetwood or you can visit the near-
by Todd General Store, one of the oldest and 
one of the last original general stores still 
operating in the state of North Carolina.

So if you have the time, take a ride down 
to the Lansing, West Jefferson, Fleetwood 
and Todd sections of North Carolina for a 
look back at what once a part of the Norfolk 
and Western Railway's Abingdon Branch.

 

How to Make a Wagon Wheel
by Joe Fagan

When I was working at Wallace, VA 
there was an old blacksmith who 

had his shop across the road from my 
grandmother's home. It was really a busy 
place, there in the midst of small farms. Mr. 
Burnet was quite a good jack-of-all trades. 
One of his arts was metalworking. He built 
farm wagons that would outlast even the 
Studebaker brand. For you younger fans that 
was a brand name of a commercially made 
farm wagon and automobile. Mr. Burnet 
made the wheels too with a band saw pow-
ered by an old one-cylinder gasoline engine 
that powered a belt system that covered all 
the mechanical tools in his shop. He knew 
the right angles to taper the parts to make 
the hubs and where to put the square holes 
to hold the spokes and the ark to cut the 
parts for the rim. He made the iron tire to 
go on the rim from a strip of metal. It had 
to be slightly smaller than the wooden part. 
He heated the metal in his forge and made a 
perfect circle out of it and welded the ends 
together. His welding equipment consisted 
of the anvil and sledgehammer. He heated 
the joint white-hot in his forge and using 
some borax for flux he hammered the joint 
together. For added strength he put a rivet 
in the joint. He had a fire pit next to the 
small creek outside of his shop that he put 
the finished tire in to heat it very hot and 
expand the circumference so it would be a 
tight fit around the wooden wheel while it 
was still hot. He hammered the tire on and 
tossed the whole thing into the creek. The 
hot iron had burned itself into the wood 
and shrank up so tight that the wheel would 
have to be destroyed to get it off!

What does this have to do with the rail-

above had been completed.
The 'Dick & Willie' route through 

Martinsville and Henry County holds many 
memories for this writer as I had the oppor-
tunity to ride the route numerous times 
on freight trains as well as on the 1976 
'Independence Limited'. I grew up just a 
few blocks from the 'Dick & Willie' line in 
uptown Martinsville and remember fondly 
seeing the trains work the station area there 
as well as the nearby industries such as the 
Sale Knitting Mill, later Tultex. There were 
also those times while I was in school when 
I helped unload bales of sugar from boxcars 
at a wholesale warehouse located near the 
Sale Knitting complex. Boy, those bags were 
heavy! It was much more fun when the 
time came to unload boxcars at the whole-
sale warehouse that were full of cases of 
cereal as their weight was much lighter of 
course. And, there were those times later on 
when I helped my cousin, David Doss, load 
bundles of rags onto boxcars at the old 'Dick 
& Willie' station when it was relocated to 
the east side of Martinsville near the Hooker 
Furniture Plant. Unfortunately, no pictures 
of those times of being around the two 
depots the 'Dick & Willie' had in Martinsvile 
were ever made as everyone simply thought 
the trains would be there forever as they 
had been for so many years.

So record those memories while they are 
still there because tomorrow they may not 
be around!

Mixed Freight - September/
October 2009

by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Congratulations to Bill and Ellen Arnold 
for being on the cover of LINE NEWS 

Volume 3 issue 3. This is the official publica-
tion of The O. Winston Link Museum. The 
happiness that couple displays within that 

photo is a carbon copy of what I remember 
seeing during excursion train run with 611 
or 1218 on the business end.

This year of 2009 marks a number of 
decades since certain events involving rail-
roads have occurred and I have noted quite 
a few of them within this column. 2009 
marks the 40th anniversary of the formation 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Historical 
Society. This organization is viewed by many 
within the railfan fraternity as being one of 
the best as far as railroad historical societies 
go.

Keep in mind it will be 50 years come 
December since the Norfolk and Western 
consumed the Virginian Railway.

This past June 1st marked ten years since 
Conrail was divided by Norfolk Southern 
and CSX. I'll never forget that solemn occa-
sion as I and a group of about 20 held a low 
key vigil in front of Alto Tower in Altoona as 
May 31st 1999 evolved into June 1st 1999. 
In our company 2 Conrail SD40-2s employed 
for helper service idled. We were in contact 
with another group of railfans at Selkirk via 
cell phone. They witnessed the moment on 
the to be CSX side of the split.

It has now been 4 years since the last 
train rolled east thru Farmville, VA. This 
past May 9th The High Bridge Hiking Trail 
Park opened to the public. Where mighty 
steam and diesel locomotives pulled trains 
of passengers decades ago and freight until 
the end now will be tread by humans and 
bicycles. I am not sure whether horseback 
riding is allowed or not.

As mentioned earlier, it has been ten 
years since one of my favorite railroads, 
Conrail became a fallen flag. Conrail Assets 
isn't the same. I really wanted to visit 
Altoona for the annual Railfest during the 
last weekend of June and pay respects to 
what little of Conrail is left in Altoona. With 
the economy rollin' down hill and gasoline 
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supplies of Kodachrome film will likely 
last until early fall and Dwayne's Photo, in 
Parsons, Kansas is the only photofinishing 
lab that still processes Kodachrome film 
according to a Kodak Company spokesper-
son and it will continue to do so through 
2010. (From the Blue Ridge Chapter newslet-
ter 'The Blue Ridge Dispatcher'). 

Another Segment of the Old 
'Dick & Willie' Railroad is Gone 

by Kenney Kirkman

Demolition crews recently completed 
removal of an approximately 4 and one-

half mile segment of the old 'Dick & Willie', 
or Danville and Western Railroad route, in 
Martinsville and Henry County. The track 
was removed from near Milepost 41 in 
Martinsville to a location near the Route 220 
bridge just north of the Martinsville City 
Limits near a Walmart. Plans call for the por-
tion of the old 'Dick & Willie' route that was 
recently removed to become an extension of 
a one-mile section in uptown Martinsville 
that has already been converted into a hik-
ing, biking trail. The entire trail, from the 
Walmart area to uptown Martinsville and 
eastward to the Hooker Furniture area, will 
be known as 'The Dick & Willie Passage', and 
will be paved.

A one and one-half mile portion of the 
Danville and Western Railroad line from 
a connection with the former Norfolk and 
Western line at Fieldale eastward to a scrap 
iron facility located adjacent to the Walmart 
mentioned above will remain. This section 
of track is served by the two NS Martinsville 
Shifter trains that operate out of the former 
N&W Yard at Fieldale. 

The Danville and Western Railroad, origi-
nally known as the Danville & New River 
Railroad, was the first railroad to operate 

in Martinsville and Henry County, arriv-
ing here in 1881. The Roanoke & Southern 
Railroad, later to become a part of the 
Norfolk and Western, completed its line 
from Winston-Salem to Roanoke through 
Martinsville and Henry County in 1892.

Until 1942, the Danville and Western 
Railroad line extended westward into 
Patrick County and the town of Stuart. The 
only other portion of the line still in opera-
tion now runs from Stokesland, just south 
of downtown Danville, to the city of Eden, 
NC. NS trains serve several large industries 
along this segment of the old Dick & Willie 
including the Miller Brewery and a Duke 
Power Plant among others.

On Saturday October 30, 1976, the 
Roanoke Chapter NHRS operated a diesel 
powered train over the Dick & Willie' from 
Danville to Martinsville and Fieldale as well 
as to the Draper section of the city of Eden, 
NC as part of the Roanoke Chapter's 1976 
'Independence Limited'. On Sunday, October 
31, that same train traveled round trip from 
Winston-Salem to Wadesboro and return on 
the Winston Salem Southbound line.

On Sunday, February 15, 2009 Roanoke 
Chapter members Jim Overholser, S.R. 
Winegard, Jeff Sanders, Dorr Tucker, Alan 
Easome, and Kenney Kirkman took a tour 
of the 'Dick & Willie' route from Fieldale to 
Martinsville to Eden and on to Danville. 

The last time this writer saw a train car 
on the recently removed portion of the 'Dick 
& Willie' in Martinsville was on Sunday, 
August 2, 2009. At that time a gondola car 
was parked on a siding at the old Lester 
Lumber Company on Liberty Street on the 
north side of Martinsville waiting to be 
loaded by the demolition crew with scrap 
metal, rails, and other salvageable material. 
By Sunday, August 16, 2009 removal of the 
entire section of track from the east side of 
Martinville to the Walmart area mentioned 

road? The steam engines that were made 
in the east end shop at Roanoke and for 
that matter anywhere in the world used the 
exact same method to put the tires on the 
driver wheels. They used oxy-acetylene jets 
around the tire to heat it to make it expand 
to fit over the cast wheel. When it cooled 
it was really squeaky tight. Very rarely an 
engine would throw a tire off. I remember it 
happening one time on the Bristol line. I do 
not know what was done about it but I will 
bet there was a crew of shop people on the 
way at once.

Here and There
by Kenney Kirkman

A major rehab project began August 3 at 
Kemper Street Station in Lynchburg in 

preparation for the start-up of Northeast 
Regional train service October 1st, 2009. All 
of the old platform to the north of the sta-
tion and the "office car track" adjacent to 
the platform will be removed and replaced. 
(Blue Ridge Dispatcher, August, 2009 ).

Former Southern Railway steam engine 
No. 630, which powered numerous excur-
sions along the former Southern Railway 
and Norfolk and Western during the late 
1960s and into the 1970s will soon come 
online at the Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum about the time Army 2-8-0 No. 610 
goes in for its 1,472 day inspection. Workers 
at the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 
recently removed a driving wheel beneath 
No. 630, part of an ongoing effort to restore 
the locomotive to steam. (Trains Newswire 
via 'The Rivanna Rail', newsletter of the 
Rivanna Chapter, NRHS).

According to a recent report in the Rocky 
Mountain Rail Report via the Atlanta 
Chapter newsletter, 'The Hot Box' , for-
mer Southern Railway excursion car, the 
'Lookout Mountain' has been sent from the 

Mount Hood Railway in Oregon to the San 
Luis & Rio Grande Railroad in Colorado. The 
'Lookout Mountain' was an open air obser-
vation car that was a favorite on the steam 
excursions on both the former Southern 
Railway and Norfolk and Western lines. 
Sometimes you got wet, sometimes you got 
hot, and sometimes you really got cold, but 
the 'Lookout Mountain' always afforded 
a great view while you were on board the 
excursion trains. A second former Southern 
Railway car was also sent from Mount Hood 
Railway to the San Luis & Rio Grande, but 
the identity of that car was not revealed in 
the Rocky Mountain Rail Report.

A $ 2 million effort is under way to save 
the historic Lee Hall train depot in Newport 
News, VA. The City of Newport News plans 
to renovate the depot into a museum. 
(Potomac Chapter newsletter, 'Potomac Rail, 
July/Aug. 2009).

For those of you who have ridden the 
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad trains 
from Cumberland to Frostburg and return, 
there is the famous Helmstetter's Curve 
which featured not only a tunnel at the 
west end, but also a large red barn on the 
Helmstetter's farm in the curve by that 
name near Milepost 171. Late on Thursday 
night, July 9, fire destroyed the barn and the 
owner, John Helmstetter suffered burns and 
other injuries while trying to free his cattle 
from the burning structure. Helmstetter was 
treated for his burns and injuries at a local 
hospital and was later released, but lost sev-
eral of his cattle and his collie dog TEDDY in 
the fire. The Western Maryland tracks have 
curved around the Helmstetter property 
for nearly 100 years. (Excerpted from the 
Cumberland Times, July 11, 2009 via 'The 
Automatic Block', newsletter of the Western 
Maryland Chapter NRHS ).

And Kodak has decided to retire its 
Kodachrome film after 74 years. Current 
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tion at Danville, VA 
A few miles south of West Jefferson off 

Route 221 is the village of Fleetwood. At 
Fleetwood, several huge concrete pillars 
still stand that were once part of a lumber 
railroad line that connected with the N&W's 
Abingdon Branch at Fleetwood and went to 
an area called Deep Gap.

From Fleetwood westward to the town 
of Todd a local road called Rail Road 
Grade Road follows the right of way of the 
Abingdon Branch to Todd, a distance of 
about 8 to 10 miles. It is a leisurely ride 
along this paved road which follows the 
South Fork of the New River. Many bikers 
were seen as I traveled from Fleetwood to 
Todd. 

At Todd there are two cabooses and a 
diesel locomotive on display at the station. 
The Todd station was formerly located at 
Kayoulah on the N&W's Galax Branch but 
was moved to Todd many years ago. While 
all the railroad rolling stock and depot at 
Todd are in relatively good condition, all of 
them could stand a good coat of paint as the 
elements are beginning to take their toll so 
to speak.

You'll take a step back in time when you 
enter the Todd depot as the inside of the 
structure has changed little since the N&W 
trains stopped running from West Jefferson 
to the Todd area in the 1930s. One can rent 
a bike here for the ride along Railroad Grade 
Road to Fleetwood or you can visit the near-
by Todd General Store, one of the oldest and 
one of the last original general stores still 
operating in the state of North Carolina.

So if you have the time, take a ride down 
to the Lansing, West Jefferson, Fleetwood 
and Todd sections of North Carolina for a 
look back at what once a part of the Norfolk 
and Western Railway's Abingdon Branch.

 

How to Make a Wagon Wheel
by Joe Fagan

When I was working at Wallace, VA 
there was an old blacksmith who 

had his shop across the road from my 
grandmother's home. It was really a busy 
place, there in the midst of small farms. Mr. 
Burnet was quite a good jack-of-all trades. 
One of his arts was metalworking. He built 
farm wagons that would outlast even the 
Studebaker brand. For you younger fans that 
was a brand name of a commercially made 
farm wagon and automobile. Mr. Burnet 
made the wheels too with a band saw pow-
ered by an old one-cylinder gasoline engine 
that powered a belt system that covered all 
the mechanical tools in his shop. He knew 
the right angles to taper the parts to make 
the hubs and where to put the square holes 
to hold the spokes and the ark to cut the 
parts for the rim. He made the iron tire to 
go on the rim from a strip of metal. It had 
to be slightly smaller than the wooden part. 
He heated the metal in his forge and made a 
perfect circle out of it and welded the ends 
together. His welding equipment consisted 
of the anvil and sledgehammer. He heated 
the joint white-hot in his forge and using 
some borax for flux he hammered the joint 
together. For added strength he put a rivet 
in the joint. He had a fire pit next to the 
small creek outside of his shop that he put 
the finished tire in to heat it very hot and 
expand the circumference so it would be a 
tight fit around the wooden wheel while it 
was still hot. He hammered the tire on and 
tossed the whole thing into the creek. The 
hot iron had burned itself into the wood 
and shrank up so tight that the wheel would 
have to be destroyed to get it off!

What does this have to do with the rail-

above had been completed.
The 'Dick & Willie' route through 

Martinsville and Henry County holds many 
memories for this writer as I had the oppor-
tunity to ride the route numerous times 
on freight trains as well as on the 1976 
'Independence Limited'. I grew up just a 
few blocks from the 'Dick & Willie' line in 
uptown Martinsville and remember fondly 
seeing the trains work the station area there 
as well as the nearby industries such as the 
Sale Knitting Mill, later Tultex. There were 
also those times while I was in school when 
I helped unload bales of sugar from boxcars 
at a wholesale warehouse located near the 
Sale Knitting complex. Boy, those bags were 
heavy! It was much more fun when the 
time came to unload boxcars at the whole-
sale warehouse that were full of cases of 
cereal as their weight was much lighter of 
course. And, there were those times later on 
when I helped my cousin, David Doss, load 
bundles of rags onto boxcars at the old 'Dick 
& Willie' station when it was relocated to 
the east side of Martinsville near the Hooker 
Furniture Plant. Unfortunately, no pictures 
of those times of being around the two 
depots the 'Dick & Willie' had in Martinsvile 
were ever made as everyone simply thought 
the trains would be there forever as they 
had been for so many years.

So record those memories while they are 
still there because tomorrow they may not 
be around!

Mixed Freight - September/
October 2009

by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Congratulations to Bill and Ellen Arnold 
for being on the cover of LINE NEWS 

Volume 3 issue 3. This is the official publica-
tion of The O. Winston Link Museum. The 
happiness that couple displays within that 

photo is a carbon copy of what I remember 
seeing during excursion train run with 611 
or 1218 on the business end.

This year of 2009 marks a number of 
decades since certain events involving rail-
roads have occurred and I have noted quite 
a few of them within this column. 2009 
marks the 40th anniversary of the formation 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Historical 
Society. This organization is viewed by many 
within the railfan fraternity as being one of 
the best as far as railroad historical societies 
go.

Keep in mind it will be 50 years come 
December since the Norfolk and Western 
consumed the Virginian Railway.

This past June 1st marked ten years since 
Conrail was divided by Norfolk Southern 
and CSX. I'll never forget that solemn occa-
sion as I and a group of about 20 held a low 
key vigil in front of Alto Tower in Altoona as 
May 31st 1999 evolved into June 1st 1999. 
In our company 2 Conrail SD40-2s employed 
for helper service idled. We were in contact 
with another group of railfans at Selkirk via 
cell phone. They witnessed the moment on 
the to be CSX side of the split.

It has now been 4 years since the last 
train rolled east thru Farmville, VA. This 
past May 9th The High Bridge Hiking Trail 
Park opened to the public. Where mighty 
steam and diesel locomotives pulled trains 
of passengers decades ago and freight until 
the end now will be tread by humans and 
bicycles. I am not sure whether horseback 
riding is allowed or not.

As mentioned earlier, it has been ten 
years since one of my favorite railroads, 
Conrail became a fallen flag. Conrail Assets 
isn't the same. I really wanted to visit 
Altoona for the annual Railfest during the 
last weekend of June and pay respects to 
what little of Conrail is left in Altoona. With 
the economy rollin' down hill and gasoline 
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goin' up hill I debated hard with myself hard 
for three weeks. When a nearby Chevron 
station dropped their regular from $2.55 to 
$2.39 overnight, I decided to go for it. My 
conscience instructed me to pump as much 
as I could into my tank without spilling a 
drop. It was a smart call. Gas in Altoona 
was in the mid $2.50s and that was the 
standard for most prices between there and 
Richmond. I did 72 miles worth of railfan-
ning within Altoona and Creeson and made 
it back to Hancock, Maryland where SHEETZ 
saved the day with $2.42 regular.

It was good to be in Altoona again after a 
two year absence. There was quite a bit of 
freight traffic but not nearly as much before 
the economic slow down. There was a defi-
nite increase of railfans for the event than 
what I had observed over the past 4 years. 
Since my last visit in 2007, a trackside side-
walk has been built on the southside of the 
high iron with a new black chain link fence. 
The sidewalk extends west to the 17th 
Street bridge and has lights for night as well 
as bus stop style benches and shelters at 
two locations. The sidewalk is raised to keep 
motor vehicles off.

Norfolk Southern has been rebuilding 
it's SD50 locomotives into SD40E units and 
these SD40E units are replacing my beloved 
SD40-2s as helper units. They are numbered 
3600s. They don't make anywhere near as 
much sound as the SD40-2s. In fact from 
what I have heard first hand, one SD40E 
makes about half the sound of a SD40-2. 
I am glad I had my tape recorder running 
in earlier years. There are still a few SD40-
2 helper sets operating but their days are 
numbered.

It was great seeing and hearing Mr. 
Levin's Pennsy E8s as they powered Railfest 
excursions between downtown Altooona 
and Gallitzin to the west. A shuttle ser-
vice provided transportation between 

the Railroaders Memorial Museum in 
Altoona and the East Broad Top Railroad 
at Orbisonia, PA. I boarded the 1:00 p.m. 
shuttle for the 3:00 p.m. E.B.T. excursion. I 
am glad that things are starting to look up 
for the E.B.T. They are not out of the woods 
yet but the forest is not quite as dense. It 
was a good trip with a near capacity crowd. 
Locomotive No. 15 did the honors. We even 
had a 15 minute layover at the picnic area. 
A variety of cameras went to work immedi-
ately.

The balance of my stay was used photo-
graphing the Pennsy E8s, observing the NS 
action and visiting most of the railfan spots 
as far west as Lilly. I'm glad I participated in 
the Railfest events in earlier years when so 
much more was offered such as tours of the 
Juniata Locomotive Shops and the Samuel 
Rea car shops at Hollidaysburg. Prototype 
and model railroad exhibits and vendors 
filled the open areas of the shopping mall 
adjacent to the Railroaders Museum.

I spoke with a railfan associate whom is 
also an employee of the Buckingham Branch 
Railroad. He informed me that the new 
acquisition of the former Virginia Southern 
operates on an as needed basis. If you live 
some distance from Keysville or Burkeville, 
you may want to check a reliable source to 
find out if the BB will be operating. They 
move mostly coal to Clarksville and wood-
chips to the NS connection at Burkeville. 
The woodchip traffic has been sporadic. 3 
BB locos are stationed at Keysville.

Lynchburg Rail Day 2009 was an astound-
ing success according to Blue Ridge Chapter 
NRHS officials. There was a constant flow 
of attendees thru out the 7 hour event. One 
extremely good thing was the less than 
super hot heat. It was warm for summer, 
just not oppressive. Despite the economy, 
people were spending some cash and most 
of the vendors I spoke with were pleased. 

due to Eddie Mooneyham, Rick Rader, Tony 
McCray, Bill Mason, Ken and Beth Miller, 
Steve Smith, and Percy Wilkins for tackling 
this difficult but necessary project.

We continue working on clean-up and 
improving the looks of our facility at 9th 
Street. Recently, we installed several VGN 
signals, N&W phone box and yard limit sign 
and a vintage crossing sign all of which pro-
vide excellent atmosphere to our location.

On May 16th we entertained 20 mem-
bers of both the NRHS chapter and model 
railroad club of Winston-Salem NC with a 
train ride in our N&W caboose. They greatly 
appreciated the rides and tour of our yard. 
Hopefully they will return sometime again 
in the future.

On June 14th we were visited by 18 mem-
bers of the Washington Chapter for a train 
ride. They had been to Clifton Forge to visit 
the C&O Historical Society's Heritage Center 
on June 13th. Again we were thanked for 
providing a train ride and tour of our facili-
ty. To the folks from Washington, come back 
again, anytime.

Our crew for June 14th was Percy Wilkins, 
Eddie Mooneyham, Rick Rader, Gary Gray, 
Alan Easome, (Welcome back Alan), Bill 
Mason and Linda Leone, a friend of Percy's 
who scrubbed the inside of our N&W 
caboose from top to bottom on Saturday the 
13th. Thank you very much Linda for mak-
ing our caboose look sparkling inside.

The biggest event so far was the visit on 
July 11th by members of the N&W Historical 
Society during their convention this year 
in Roanoke. We were part of the planned 
convention activities and worked very hard 
to provide a good time during their visit. We 
ran 2 trains that day- T-6 No. 41, VGN Class 
G5 gondola No. 22093, and N&W caboose 
518409 as one train, GP-30 No. 522, tool car 
No. 1407, and Rick Rader's open platform 
Pullman "National Heights" as the other 

train.
Even though Rick's car is still a work in 

progress, it looked good on the passenger 
train with it's B&O - "National Limited" 
drumhead on the platform railing. This car 
was where the NWHS members had lunch. 
There were 100 plus members of NWHS in 
attendance and all seemed to enjoy their 
visit. If any other chapter members who 
were working that day would care to write 
about their experiences please do so.

Our next item our project list is to begin 
work on Chesapeake Western No. 662.

All chapter members, as usual, are 
invited to join us for our work sessions on 
Saturdays and Sundays. We hope to see 
some of you there soon.

 

More Abingdon Branch News
by Kenney Kirkman

In the July/August issue of Turntable Times 
I mentioned that I rode a bicycle on the 

former Norfolk and Western Railway's 
Abingdon Branch right of way between 
White Top VA and Abingdon. Shortly there-
after, I drove from White Top southward 
through West Jefferson NC and on to the 
original end of the Abingdon Branch at 
Elkland, now called Todd.

At Lansing, NC a one-half mile portion of 
the railbed has recently been paved and is 
now open as part of the Lansing walking 
trail. Efforts to extend the trail northward to 
the Virginia line have stalled, primarily due 
to landowner opposition.

At West Jefferson, NC the depot is now a 
hardware store. A farmers market complex 
has been constructed near the depot along 
the former railbed, and at first glance the 
farmers market building seems to somewhat 
resemble a railroad facility as its platform 
roof looks much like the platform roof that 
was once part of the Southern Railway sta-
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 19, 2009. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

Board members who's terms are expiring 
are as follows:

Walt Alexander
Jim Cosby

Carl Jensen
Skip Salmon
Jeff Sanders

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. The committee headed 
by Gary Gray, is searching for nominees for 
these three positions

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than four (4) votes 

are cast, the ballot will be discarded).
3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 

and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

9th Street Maintenance Facility 
Open House

by Eddie Mooneyham

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
September 26th as we will be hold-

ing an open house for all Chapter members 
and guests beginning around 11:30 am. We 
should be able to run two trains for our 
guests and members, and everyone can get 
a up close personal look at the so-called 
“lost engines” or at least a good portion of 
them. We’ll be running the train until dark 
or until everyone is ready to head home, 
whichever comes first! We would like for 
Chapter members to bring a covered dish. 
The Chapter will provide snacks and drinks. 

Mechanical Department News 
by Eddie Mooneyham and Bill Mason

The mechanical department has been 
working hard during the months of May 

thru July. We completed the repainting of 
Tool Car 1407s roof in early July. It was not 
an easy job for the crew working on a steel 
roof under sun and very warm conditions. 
However, the completed roof improves the 
appearance of the car greatly. Thanks are 

More East Broad Top News

On May 8 the formation of a new not-for-
profit owner for the historic East Broad 

Top Railroad was announced in Rockhill 
Furnace. Larry Salome, president of the East 
Broad Top Railroad Preservation Association, 
explained that the new 501(c)(3) corporation 
had been organized to purchase the East 
Broad Top Railroad from the Kovalchick fam-
ily of Indiana, Pennsylvania. The goal of the 
Preservation Association is the long term 
preservation of the EBT; short term goals 
include maintaining operations, improving 
visitor amenities, and developing a plan for 
rehabilitating and restoring the railroad's 
historic equipment and shop complex. 
When completed, the purchase will incorpo-
rate the EBT right of way from Mount Union 
to Robertsdale; all locomotives, rolling stock, 
and equipment; and other EBT assets like 
the railroad's herald.

The operating schedule for the trains in 
2009 will be the same as in recent years. 
EBT trains will run Saturdays and Sundays 
only, starting on June 6 and ending October 
25. Trains will depart Orbisonia at 1 and 
3 pm., and EBT No. 15 will be handling 
the steam powered consists. Ticket prices 
will remain the same, $12.00 and $8.00 for 
adults and children respectively. Caboose 
fares are $14.00 with seats in the private car 
"Orbisonia" $15.00. A Fall Spectacular will be 
held October 9-11 with special fares apply-
ing.

For up to date information about train 
tickets, schedules, and group rates, please 
contact the railroad directly at the following 
address: East Broad Top Railroad, P.O. Box 
158, Rockhill Furnace, PA 17249. Telephone 
814-447-3011. 

Current information about EBT operations 
and special events can also be found on the 
EBT's web site www.ebtrr.com or on the 
Friends of the East Broad Top web site www.
febt.org

(Above info. excerpted from the Friends 
of the East Broad Top May, 2009 newslet-
ter which was contributed via Mr. Robin R. 
Shavers).

Found Engines
by Dorr Tucker

The Steam Railroading Institute, located 
in Owosso, MI, sponsored "Train Festival 

2009" July 23-26. Seven live locomotives 
were operated during the event. "All Day" 
excursions were run on a 39 (each way) mile 
route while short six mile one hour trips 
were simultaneously run on a different 
route.

The seven active locomotives included 
ex-Southern Pacific 4-84 No. 4449; ex-Nickle 
Plate Berkshire No. 765; Little River Railroad 
4-6-2 No. 110; Flagg Coal saddle tanker 0-4-
0T No. 75, Little River saddle tanker 0-4-0T 
No. 1 and American Viscose saddle tanker 
0-4-0T No. 6. Also on hand was brand-new 
4-4-0 No 63, "Leviathan," an 1860 replica 
of a funnel stack Central Pacific locomo-
tive built from scratch over a nine year 
period , and finished just 30 days before 
the event. Sidelined due to a boiler leak was 
the Institute's home locomotive, ex-Pere 
Marquette 2-8-4 No. 1225. However the 765 
did very well as a stand in!

For attending Roanoke Chapter members 
Harold Castleman, Rick Rader and Dorr 
Tucker. Viscose No. 6 was our special found 
locomotive. Sixty years ago that teakettle 
operated over the very same track where 
we now run our GP-30 No, 522 and T-6 No. 
41. Some time after the War (WW2 for you 
young folks) the little saddle tanker was 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the November/December 2009 issue of 

Turntable Times is Monday, October 19, 2009. Please send articles, 
information and exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor 
Turntable Times, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078. All par-
ties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via email should 
send them to: kkirkman50@hotmail.com and Ken Miller at klmill-
er@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Who could have guessed that after almost 45 years of rust-

ing in peace, CW 662 and 663 would be saved as part of the 
"lost engines" of Roanoke and would end up at our 9th Street 
Maintenance Facility. The 663 is featured in these two photos from 
S. R. Winegard's collection. Top is showing 663 on the turntable at 
Staunton about 1960 with (from left) engineer Melvin Sigafoose, 
Brakeman "Sandy" Winegard and Brakeman Jess Deal. With the 
family connections to the Chesapeake Western, it seems only fit-
ting that Mr. Winegard would haul the two locos into our facility 
when the last of the two units were delivered on August 29. Of 
additional interest he hauled them in using our T-6 No. 41, former 
Chesapeake Western No. 11.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next meeting on Thursday, September 17th at 7:30 
pm. at the Link Museum located in the former N&W Passenger 
Station, 101 Shenandoah Avenue. The October Meeting will be 
held on Thursday, October 15th at 7:30 p.m. in the same location.

Watch the website to see the announcement of the programs for 
these meetings!

Meeting Notice
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replaced by a GE 44 ton center cab unit. For 
over 40 years No, 6 languished in Pulaski’s 
Gem City Iron & Metals junk yard. In 2004 it 
was purchased by Scott Symans of Dunkirk 
New York and moved to the Empire State 
from Southwest Virginia. After three years 
of restoration the little saddle tanker was 
placed in service operating on the New York 
and Lake Erie Railroad out of Gowanda New 
York at various times,

At the end of Festival Day 3 in Owosso 
the three little saddle tankers faced as 
challenging task. The mighty disabled 
Pere Marquette 1225, now a sleeping giant 
needed to be moved off the ready track and 
set aside on the rip track. What an awesome 
sight it was to see the three lilliputian tea-
kettles struggling to move the mighty Lima 
built giant, belching prolific black bitumi-
nous exhaust with the constant chanting 
of three different whistles. I had definitely 
gone back to another time as my now silver 
hair was now jet black with centers, Steam 
is where you find it!

Pere Marquette spelled out on the 1225s 
tender reminded me of a quieter time from 
the back seat of a 1952 Pontiac as my par-
ents headed through Clifton Forge on routes 
60 & 220. Way off from my back seat van-
tage point I could see a long line of modern 
steam locomotives with the strange name 
Pere Marquette on the tenders. These loco-
motives were dead, never to run again, Yet 
57 years later todays Pere Marquette locomo-
tive was only sleeping???????????

Lynchburg’s New Amtrak Service
by Dorr Tucker

New Amtrak service out of Lynchburg 
will have different schedule on week-

ends. Beginning on Thursday, October 1, 
Amtrak No. 176 will leave Lynchburg at 
7:38 AM, Lv. Washington at 12;05 PM and 

be in New York by 3:30 PM. On Saturday & 
Sunday, the Lynchburg departure is slated 
for a leisurely 9:59 AM departure, arrival 
in DC before 2:45 PM and arrival at Penn 
Station in downtown Manhattan by 5:46 
with ample of time for dinner, a concert or 
a show. On Sunday, sleep to noon (almost) 
before heading South departing the Big 
Apple on No. 145 at 12:55PM and returning 
to the Hill City at 8:29 PM. Slightly different 
on Saturday with a 12:05 departure from 
New York.

During the week from Monday through 
Friday the schedule is set up for business 
travel with the 7:38 AM Lynchburg depar-
ture of No. 176 arriving in Washington 
before noon and arriving in New York by 
3:30 PM. South bound during the week 
No. 171 is due out of New York at 12:35 
PM, Washington at 4:50 PM and arrival in 
Lynchburg at 8:36 PM.

This convenient service to the Northeast 
Corridor will also provide good access to 
both National and BWI airports for those 
making connections with both transconti-
nental and international flights.

Amtrak Excursion, 
November 7-8, 2009

by Ken Miller

It’s official, we finally received word from 
Amtrak that both NS and Amtrak had 

approved our trips for November. While this 
is a dream we've held onto for almost 12 
years now, it is going to be a challenge for 
us. We will need a lot of member participa-
tion to make these trips a success. Car hosts 
and other volunteers on the train crew will 
be able to ride free of charge provided they  
attend the training sessions and agree to 
work with the train crew cleaning up after 
each trip until they are dismissed by the 
crew chief
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Return Service Requested

Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at the 
O. Winston Link Museum.

September 17, 2009 - General Meeting
September 26, 2009 - Open House at    
   9th Street Facilities
October 6, 2009 - Board Meeting
October 15, 2009 - General Meeting
November 3, 2009 - Board Meeting
November 7, 2009 - Amtrak Excursion 
to Bluefield.
November 8, 2009 - Amtrak Excursion 
to Shenandoah.
November 19, 2009 - Annual Meeting
December 1, 2009 - Board Meeting

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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The Official Newsletter of the 
Roanoke Chapter, National 

Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

A flyer was completed and mailed in 
August. We are utilizing the internet as much 
as possible for this flyer:

www.RoanokeNRHS.org
You can download a trip flyer, view a docu-

ment of Frequently Asked Questions and 
even order coach tickets for either trip. We 
have partnered with the N&W Historical 
Society, Link Museum and Virginia Museum 
of Transportation to provide a variety of 
ticket outlets.

As of this writing, we have sold out all first 
class space and have a lengthy waiting list. 
Coach tickets are moving along well, and we 
do expect to sell out, so order your tickets 
today. Boarding passes, with car assignments, 
will be mailed by the Chapter to all passen-
gers prior to the trip. 

More details in our next issue!




