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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

October 16, 2003 – General Meeting

November 4, 2003  – Board Meeting

November 20, 2003 – Annual Meeting

December 2, 2003  – Board Meeting

Holiday Gathering - December 18, 2003

Janaury 6, 2004 - Board Meeting

Janaury 15, 2004 - General Meeting

Your dues are due no later than December
31, 2003, otherwise you will be dropped as a
member.
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Holiday Gathering 
by Bonnie Molinary

Bring your family and join us once again
this year for an evening of food and fun

at our regular meeting location at the First
Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in
Roanoke on our regular meeting night,
Thursday, December 18 beginning at 7:00
pm. You can enjoy a wide variety of finger
foods, desserts and beverages.

There will be plenty of time to socialize
with no business to be conducted except for
the installation of officers and directors for
2003. Come and enjoy! For details and/or to
volunteer to help, contact Bonnie Molinary,
Kathy Overholser or Wanda Troutman.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary.
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Saturday,

October 18, 2003. Please send articles, information and all
exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road,
Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128.

Material for Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the

Turntable Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint
articles from most newspapers; a condensed rewritten article
crediting the source, however, is acceptable. 

We love having articles of news, of a historical nature, the staff
will be glad to assist in finding information or illustrations if you
do not have any available.

Cover Photo
The post World War II boom was winding down on this over-

cast morning of April 29, 1948. That did not stop the N&W pho-
tographer from toting the 8x10 view camera to record the newest
and finest. The very first of the new class Y6b, No. 2171 has just
rolled out of East End Shops. These were happy days, not a diesel
in sight, not for long, however. Just a dozen years later, on May
23, 1960, 2171 would be retired at Williamson. She would not
stay on the property long; she was sold to United Iron and Metal
in Roanoke on August 15, 1960. N&W Photo/K.L. Miller Collection

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society
will hold its next meeting on Thursday, October 16, 2003 at 7:30
pm. The meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church on
the corner of McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in Roanoke.

Meeting Notice
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good repair. He has pointed out the need for
money to fix and replace several big bridges
in the northeast, the need to repair wrecked
cars and to have the crews maintain the
physical plant. The facts were laid out, and
as reported in the newspapers, many on The
Hill agree to Mr. Gunn's plan to give Amtrak
the much needed improvements. Not all is a
rose.

In July, a House appropriation subcommit-
tee chaired by Rep. Istook, proposed giving
Amtrak only $ 580 million for FY ‘04. He
stated that he would give more support to
the funding of highways next year. This cre-
ated lots of rumble. Mr. Istook expressed his
feeling to the press that he is not pleased
with Amtrak's progress so far. Did he fail to
see that the shop forces in Beech Grove, Ind.
and in Bear, Del. have returned 18 wrecked
cars back to service? Has he not seen the
improvements to the tracks that the crews
are doing along the northeast corridor as
this goes to print?  Does Mr. Istook read of
the gains in ridership for this year? Two
weeks prior to Mr. Istook's allocation pro-
posal, two House and Senate authorizing
committees recommended $ 2 billion for
Amtrak, more than the $1.8 billion request-
ed by the carrier.

Most members of Congress understand
the presentation made by Mr.Gunn to get
Amtrak back to a state of good repair. They
understand the public's request to have bet-
ter train service, not less. Simultaneously,
the Bush Administration has voiced a strong
desire to cut up Amtrak and let outside con-
cerns bid for the right to operate certain
routes. The President says the states should
step up to the plate and pay for more for
rail service, in a time where the states are
crying of short falls of their own. 

Almost everyone concerned feels opti-
mistic that Amtrak will get the funds it

needs to keep the system going. One thing
to remember...as long as the general public
feels strongly about supporting Amtrak, not
too many lawmakers will stand up and say,
"The heck with the train, get rid of it!" A
stance like that could mean a show of no-
votes come election time. And that takes us
to the next question, when is Mr. Istook up
for re-election?

Membership Renewal

Membership Chairperson Lawanda Ely
has gotten a number of renewals back

in, is yours among them? Please send your
renewal in as quickly as possible, it will sim-
plify her job immensely!

O. Winston Link Museum
by Jay Saunders

The O. Winston Link Museum NEEDS
YOUR HELP!!  

We need many volunteers to help us make
the O. Winston Link Museum work.  Please
help us to preserve the work of this great
photographer by giving us some of your
time!  We will need people to help:

GIVE TOURS
WORK IN THE GIFT SHOP
SELL ADMISSION TICKETS

ASSIST WITH ARCHIVES
And other FUN opportunities!!  
We will be open seven days a week, so

ANY time you may have to offer the OWLM
will be greatly appreciated.  And we will
gladly work around your schedule!  Please
check out the “How to Help” section of our
website; http://www.linkmuseum.org or call
the History Museum of Western Virginia
(342-5770) and say: “I want to volunteer for
LINK!”
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Notice of Annual Meeting
The  Annual  Meeting  of the  Roanoke

Chapter of the National Railway Historical
Society will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of Crystal Spring and
McClanahan Street on Thursday, November
20, 2003. The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm.
At this time we will hold our annual elec-
tion in which four (4) directors will be elect-
ed. 

The nominees (in alphabetical order) at
this writing are as follows:

Brian Crosier*
Lawand Ely*

Gary Gray
Grace Helmer
Carl Jensen*

Dave Meashey*
Nominations will be accepted from the

floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure
you have that persons consent before mak-
ing a nomination.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year
we will be electing four (4) directors.
Election will be by secret ballot. Any mem-
ber in good standing may vote by absentee
ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee as soon as possible.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the

Secretary  or  a  member  of the  nominating
committee. The nominating committee is
chaired by Chad Jordan. You will receive (a)
one ballot; (b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c)
one mailing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than
four (4) directors. If more than four (4) votes
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-

lot or "ballot" envelope.
4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mailing

envelope. Write your name and return
address on the mailing envelope and mail
to;

Roanoke Chapter, N.R.H.S.
P. O.Box 13222

Roanoke, VA  24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to

the Secretary anytime before the election at
the annual meeting.

Mixed Freight - October
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Commencing September 16th, CSX began
routing all westbound empty coal and

grain trains via the James River line instead
of the Piedmont Subdivsion and the
Mountain Subdivision. This 30 day trial
period may very well become permanent.
This change in operations was originally due
to go into effect on September 1st. The
James River line is comprised of 2 subdivi-
sions, The Rivanna Subdivision and the
James River Subdivision.

Since my last Mixed Freight, CSX has
added two more trains operating between
the North and the South. Merchandise
freight # Q439 runs southward from
Selkirk, New York to Hamlet, North Carolina
daily. There is no northbound counterpart.
Intermodal train # Q172 runs daily north-
ward from Jacksonville, Florida to South
Kearny, New Jersey. There is no southbound
counterpart.

Those of you whom spend a reasonable
amount of time trackside have probably
seen a more than the usual amount of
brand-new freight cars in revenue service.
The American Railway Car Institute reported
that 6,614 new freight cars were delivered to
North America's railroads during the first

quarter of 2003. 7,365 new freight cars were
delivered during the second quarter. These
numbers include Canadian and Mexican as
well as U.S. railroads.

The Blue Ridge Live Steamers held their
Labor Day Weekend Run and Open House
and a healthy number of people showed to
ride our miniature railroad. The weather
was perfect, especially for late August.
Speaking of late August, our Burnt Chimney
property looked more like early October in
terms of fallen leaves. Only one steam loco-
motive plied the rails that weekend. Our tra-
ditional burger 'n' hotdogs with side dish
dinner was as good as ever, and the quantity
and taste of the food was matched by the
socializing and comraderie. After dinner, a
few of us operated trains til about 8:30 p.m.

We had an enjoyable weekend but our
runs this year are nothing like they were
last year and the year before that. A number
of folks have dropped their memberships.
The few that remain and participate don't
exhibit the enthusiasm they once did. For
example, 2 members brought steam locomo-
tives with complete trains and did not
unload and operate. Our annual after the
holidays dinner party was not even held this
year. Whether we have such in January 2004
remains to be even brought up. Our final
run for this year will occur during the week-
end of October 25th and 26th. Keep in mind
that the public is entertained on Saturday
only. Sunday is generally reserved for mem-
bers to operate privately and to load out. We
are by no means unaccomodating to the few
folks whom do show up on Sunday.

Passenger Train Update -
October

by Gary Ballard

There is good news to report for Amtrak.
This year will go down in the books as

the best in ridership. During the summer
months of 2003, Amtrak enjoyed gains in
ridership, the highest in its 32 year history.
This is also a time in history where Capitol
Hill is seriously looking at Amtrak's future.
If a few lawmakers have their way in the
decision making process, Amtrak will be
divided and the services offered to outside
bidders. Not all is bleak ,however.

Through this year, we have all heard the
various members of Congress voice the argu-
ment of supporting passenger rail service in
this country. Many fights have been staged,
and in return many a good stand to keep
Amtrak have been held.The public has spo-
ken, too. Of all the comments the general
public has made, many say that they want
the United States to have the best in rail
transportation. They want Congress to give
Amtrak the money needed to keep the
trains rolling.

The public likes traveling by rail, thus, the
historic gains in ridership this year. The
public seems to get frustrated at lawmakers
on the Hill for attempting to starve Amtrak
of the funds needed for top notch service.
This consent has made its way to those in
power.

As this summer ended, some 219 mem-
bers of The House of Representatives agreed
to support Amtrak's request for $ 1.8 billion.
The hefty show of support for Amtrak
comes after much work. Those Senators
who speak out for the carrier have compiled
research as to why various sectors of the
country needs Amtrak. Their presentations
have been compelling to say the least. The
concrete evidence of just how much money
some western states cough up to keep the
trains is something nobody could turn their
back to. The railroad's President, David
Gunn, has outlined to Congress a five-year
plan that will return Amtrak to a state of
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In July, a House appropriation subcommit-
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Amtrak only $ 580 million for FY ‘04. He
stated that he would give more support to
the funding of highways next year. This cre-
ated lots of rumble. Mr. Istook expressed his
feeling to the press that he is not pleased
with Amtrak's progress so far. Did he fail to
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cars back to service? Has he not seen the
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rail service, in a time where the states are
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to remember...as long as the general public
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Holiday Gathering 
by Bonnie Molinary

Bring your family and join us once again
this year for an evening of food and fun

at our regular meeting location at the First
Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in
Roanoke on our regular meeting night,
Thursday, December 18 beginning at 7:00
pm. You can enjoy a wide variety of finger
foods, desserts and beverages.

There will be plenty of time to socialize
with no business to be conducted except for
the installation of officers and directors for
2003. Come and enjoy! For details and/or to
volunteer to help, contact Bonnie Molinary,
Kathy Overholser or Wanda Troutman.

 


