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number of anecdotes. The luncheon ran almost
2 1/2 hours. 

The next event, however, was not related to
the Anniversary. Instead, the “groundbreaking”
for the renovation of the N&W passenger station
home of a Museum for O. Winston Link and the
Roanoke Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The “groundbreaking” consisted of the digni-
taries sweeping off the dirt and dust from atop
the N&W herald in the terrazzo tile of the floor
in the corridor that lead to the concourse.

George Kegley spearheaded the organization of
the Anniversary events and worked closely with
getting the marker produced. 

The marker is located along the railwalk. This
was decided to be the best place after consider-
able research and study could not definitively
determine the exact location of a depot on
November 1, 1852. It is not even certain if a
depot had been built by then.

An excellent day was enjoyed by all con-
cerned.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary.
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Monday,

November 18, 2002. Please send articles, information and all exchange
newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590 Murphy
Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128

Material for Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the

Turntable Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint
articles from most newspapers; a condensed rewritten article
crediting the source, however, is acceptable. We still need materi-
al on an ongoing basis. Please contribute! It is your newsletter.

Cover Photo
The Norfolk and Western photographers certainly were artists

of their era but rarely noted for such. A splendid example is this
partial frame of one of the thirty 4x5 views made August 9-10,
1951 for a N&W Magazine story entitled “Our Modern Work
Horses…and how they work” The beautiful lighting and sharp-
ness of the image make this scene at Shaffers Crossing a precious
relic. N&W Photo/K.L. Miller collection

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will
hold its next meeting on Thursday, November 21, 2002 at 7:30 pm. The
meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in Roanoke. This will also be
the time of our annual meeting and election in which five (5) directors
will be elected. So please make plans to attend.

Meeting Notice
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Ninth Street News

This month has seen an increase in restora-
tion as the weather became cooperative. The

Virginian Wheel gon was shoveled out by Chad
Jordan and Brian Crosier. It was delivered with a
partial load of scrap, trash, ballast and a lot of
wet dirt. We could utilize some of the "scrap" in
projects as what the railroad sees as scrap some-
time is still a useful tool that just needs minor
repair. Most of the crew has been active this
month, and there is a lot to show for it. The
Virginian wheel gon was completely stripped of
paint and is now partially primed. Also, the
Norfolk and Western B-6 boxcar has been partial-
ly stripped and spot primed. The N&W caboose
will probably not get lettered this year due to
the weather turning too cold to paint before the
stencilling was available. Trackwork is beginning
again with track three (we are now numbering
from the south as per the railroad) and finishing
with track one. Track one is the new track on
the south that we can add due to the intense
cleanup and removal of some of the old concrete
retaining wall from the water treatment pond.

The fence has been completed after a long delay
from the contractor. Volunteers are always wel-
come. We would like to thank the following for
their continuing contributions to Mechanical:
Alan Easome, Chad Jordan, Richard and Bill
Sherman, Ken Miller, and Bill Mason.

Roanoke’s 150th Anniversary
by Ken Miller

On November 1, 1852, the very first train
chugged slowly into Big Lick, Virginia. This

event would herald the drastic changes in the
Roanoke Valley for the next 150 years. 

Rolling over the spindly, newly laid track, the
wood-burning steam locomotive probably han-
dled a car or two, perhaps loaded with more
track material as the line was pressing westward
towards Salem. Salem was the major destina-
tion, Big Lick, a small community of less than
100 people, at best, was simply another little
settlement, Salem was well established and the
center of population in this rugged wilderness.

The arrival of the little train was barely noted,
and virtually unrecorded as there was no news-
paper in Big Lick at the time, the Salem newpa-
per was not to appear for a few more years at
best. The written records of the arrival, we
noted in the Lynchburg paper, but the arrival in
Salem in December was the cause to celebrate.

150 years later, the anniversary in Salem, will
hardly be noted, whereas, the anniversary in
present day Roanoke was marked with several
events. First, a historical marker was dedicated
to a crowd of about 60 people alongside the rail-
road on Norfolk Avenue, near the site of the
first depot in Big Lick (more about that later). A
luncheon was held at the Hotel Roanoke after
the marker dedication with approximately 140
people, featuring speakers Louis Newton and
the last remaining N&W president, John
Fishwick. Louis recognized a number of folks
who have contributed to the preservation of the
N&W history in the area, and then discussed the
myriads of people and the jobs that make up the
employees of the railroad. Mr. Fishwick remi-
nisced about his times with the railroad with a

Eight-year old Sean Mega
is seen working on the
Chapter's 60 year old (this
month) Princeton built
Virginian wheel gondola.
Sean has a love of trains
that obviously started
early in life and now puts
that love to use occasion-
ally to help out the
mechanical crew.  In a lit-
tle under one hour, Sean
prepared the side sill on
one side of the gondola
for priming.  Just an
example of a job for any-
one.  In the background
you can see the original
Virginian lettering out-
lined with measurements
to aid in having stencils
cut for its restoration

Brian Crosier Photo
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Notice of Annual Meeting
The  Annual  Meeting  of the  Roanoke

Chapter of the National Railway Historical
Society will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of Crystal Spring and
McClanahan Street on Thursday, November
21, 2002. The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm.
At this time we will hold our annual elec-
tion in which five (5) directors will be elect-
ed. 

Nominees (in alphabetical order)
Doug André
Alan Easome
Chad Jordon
Bill Mason*
Ken Miller*

Wanda Troutman*
*incumbent

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year
we will be electing five (5) directors.
Election will be by secret ballot. Any mem-
ber in good standing may vote by absentee
ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee as soon as possible.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the

Secretary  or  a  member  of the  nominating
committee. The nominating committee is
chaired by Brian Crosier, members Alan
Easome and Chad Jordan. You will receive
(a) one ballot; (b) one "ballot" envelope; and
(c) one mailing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than
five (5) directors. If more than five (5) votes
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mailing

envelope. Write your name and return
address on the mailing envelope and mail
to;

Roanoke Chapter, N.R.H.S.
P. O.Box 13222

Roanoke, VA  24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to

the Secretary anytime before the election at
the annual meeting.

Condolences
Our thoughts are with the Carson family on

the loss of their daughter Donna in September.
Our apologies for not mentioning this in last
month’s issue.

Holiday Gathering 
by Bonnie Molinary

Bring your family and join us once again
this year for an evening of food and fun

at our regular meeting location at the First
Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in
Roanoke on our regular meeting night,
Thursday, December 19 beginning at 7:00
pm. You can enjoy a wide variety of finger
foods, desserts and beverages.

There will be plenty of time to socialize
with no business to be conducted except
for the installation of officers and directors
for 2002. Come and enjoy! For details
and/or to volunteer to help, contact Bonnie
Molinary, Kathy Overholser or Wanda
Troutman. 

Mixed Freight - November
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

As I said in last months MIXED FREIGHT,
autumn is the time of year when model and

prototype railroading events abound and I
encourage you all to go out and enjoy some of

monthly diesel powered excursions. These
excursions use some of the equipment that for-
merly ran on the Watonga Chief. The depot’s
roof has been replaced, and the station is func-
tional - be it a little Spartan. ORM has come a
long way in recent years and has a good volun-
teer base.

EL RENO - made famous by the Rock Island
and infamous as a wild town during land rush-
es to settle the Oklahoma Territory. El Reno
was a division crew change and stop on the
route of Twin Star Rocket (Minneapolis -
Houston) and the Cherokee (Memphis-
Tucumcari - Los Angles). Now the depot is used
for a limited UP maintenance of way function
and houses the Canadian County Historical
Museum. Both the museum and the restored
electric trolley to downtown were not operating
on the Monday we visited. 

WAYNOKA - was a crew change point on
BNSF’s Chicago - Los Angles mainline. The
town’s turn of the 20th century former Harvey
House has been beautifully restored (A project
of $1.4 million federal/state dollars OR approxi-
mately $1,000 dollars invested for every citizen
in the town). The downstairs houses a nice
Mexican cafe, while the upstairs is a history

museum principally on
transportation. This pro-
ject is the responsibility of
the Waynoka Historical
Society - whose member-
ship and leadership are
ladies whose late hus-
bands worked on the rail-
road in Waynoka. While
the crew change point was
eliminated several years
ago, the high school’s
nickname is still the “rail-
roaders”. Three great
sports for the locals to do
in Waynoka: watch the
very frequent BNSF trains
roll by, go to the annual

rattlesnake hunt or ride dune buggies on the
sand dunes along the Cimarron River. Waynoka
was apart of the first inter-modal transconti-
nental passenger service. In the late 1920’s, pas-
sengers could take an overnight PRR train from
New York City to Columbus, OH. Then, take an
airline flight on the forerunner company of
TWA, to Waynoka, OK. Then passengers were
shuttled down to the depot to take a sleeper on
the Santa Fe to Clovis, NM. Next, continue on
another island hopping airline flight to Los
Angles. These were the days when passenger
airlines did not operate at night and were still
slow. This service was short-lived for various
reasons.

HOMINY - a small town on the long aban-
doned M-K-T line from Oklahoma City, OK to
Parsons, KS.  The wooded station has been
modestly restored and serves as the offices of
the local Chamber of Commerce. What is
unique about this location is not the station,
but the view to the west. On a bluff overlook-
ing the town and station are statuettes of an
Osage Indian war party. Welcome to the Indian
Territory of what would later become
Oklahoma.

Waynoka
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been very nicely
restored and serves as
the Headquarters of
two (2) National Band
organizations.
Stillwater is now
served by a short-line
operator, the Stillwater
Central Railway. Their
operations center is
just across the street
from the station.    

OKLAHOMA CITY -
Oklahoma City has
three stations: the old
ATSF depot which is
now the Amtrak facility, Union Station which
used to serve trains of both the Rock Island and
Frisco, and the Oakwood depot, located at the
Oklahoma Railway Museum in northeastern
Oklahoma City on the former M-K-T Railway.
On this trip, we did not visit the Amtrak station
that is located in downtown Oklahoma City,
within walking distance of the Oklahoma City
Memorial.  Union Station is located south of
downtown, and the “mission revival” style sta-
tion has been restored by the City to be the
Headquarters of the Central Oklahoma
Transportation and Parking Authority. I have
memories of my first (and only) passenger train
trip from Union Station. I left on the Frisco’s
Meteor to St. Louis and onto Lee Hall, VA (Fort
Eustis) in June 1965. I had left Grace and other
family members at the station and headed east
- to go back west to Vietnam to lead truck con-
voys for a year. The Oakwood station is a wood-
en frame station that was recently moved to
the museums’ grounds from the little town of
Oakwood, which is located approximately six-
teen miles west of my hometown, Watonga,
OK. Oakwood was located on an abandoned
ATSF line - (the KC M & 0) and the small depot
has been partially restored to be used by the
museum for several functions, including as the
passenger station for the newly launched

them. The Richmond Freelance & Prototype
Model Railroaders had their annual show at
The Science Museum of Virginia during the last
two weekends of September. This year was spe-
cial because it marked 25 years of the model
railroad shows at the museum. Normally, the
show is held the first weekend of November in
response to November being National Model
Railroad Month. It was moved up nearly two
months to accommodate the museum's presen-
tation of The Titanic. Another thing of note for
this year's event was the N Gauge No Bull
Convention held on the lower level of the SMV
(aka Broad Street Station) where real passenger
trains used to conduct business many years
ago. This was indeed an event to behold. N
gauge clubs from all over the eastern U.S.A. con-
tributed modules to create 2 super layouts.
There was even an area depicting the New
River Gorge area of the former C&O Railway.
The N Gauge part was on display for the first
weekend only. The N Gaugers held a similar
convention in Northern Virginia about five
years ago when they created a layout deemed
the largest of it's gauge in the world and made
The Guiness Book of World Records.

Last month I reported on a wooden Norfolk
and Western caboose located behind the public
library in Carson, VA. The caboose had been on
a farm about 15 miles from Carson for many
years. Some group plans to repaint it. I'll fur-
nish more info as I learn more.

CSX plans to replace all the former
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway cantilever style sig-
nal bridges with pole signals between
Richmond and Gladstone, Va. I do not know
when the project will commence. Signal bridges
west of Gladstone may be safe for the present.
With fall foliage on the way, photographing
these beautiful structures against an autumn
backdrop would definitely be a noble project.

I was angered to hear that the horns atop
Southern Railway E8A # 6900 at The North
Carolina Transportation Museum had been
stolen. Obviously NOTHING is sacred anymore.

As I have mentioned within this column in
the past, I do have other interests; besides, rail-
roading. My second greatest interest is the
music scene. One thing I've been noticing on
the increase is rock bands posing on obviously
live railroad tracks for photos for advertising
flyers and posters. Some are local or regional
acts, and some are national. A few include
tracks or trains in the background without actu-
ally being on the track or tracks. The railroads
have their hands full as is encouraging teens
and others to stay off the tracks. Aside from the
safety issue and the influence issue, the music
and songs these bands perform don't even con-
nect with railroading. The use of trains and or
tracks by bands or single recording artist is
nothing new in promotional photos and album
covers, but at least most recording artists in the
past included a song or two having ties with
the railroad industry. Johnny Cash was made a
lifetime member of the Brotherhood Of
Locomotive Engineers for his contributions to
railroading via his songs about trains.

Passenger Update Nov.  2002
By Gary Ballard

Since I last wrote you, the future of Amtrak
was up in the air during the summer

months. Many positive things have happened,
but the company still operates at the mercy or
will of Congress, we’ll get into that in a
moment.

First, good news! Repairs are being conducted
as you read this, on cars that have waited for
such mechanical work. From the windows of
passing trains, one can see the cars lined up at
the doors of the Wilmington shops. Other work
to return more of the fleet to service is being
performed by shop forces in Bear, DE and
Beech Grove, IN. A historic note…the Beech
Grove shops were once the place where the
Pennsy’s passenger cars were worked on. Once
the number of employees totaled 800. Even
during the Amtrak years, layoffs continued. The

Stillwater, Oklahoma

Oklahoma City
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last big project in so many years was when the
first rebuilds to the Heritage cars took place in
the mid 1980’s. Now the shops there will take
on the task of repairing damaged Superliners.

Amtrak hurts in the dinning car department.
There aren’t anymore of them to go around
until the damaged ones are fixed! Amtrak’s new
boss, David Gunn, is not pleased with the
overnight run of “The Palmetto” not having a
diner. Passengers on the trip from New York
City to Florida have to put up with a Cafe car
instead. Mr. Gunn has told many within the
company that will change. The train is also
minus sleeping accommodations, but one can
expect this train to look like a real long haul
operation when those soon to be repaired cars
go back to the rails.

As for Mr. Gunn, he reports in writing that he
is pleased from what he sees when he is out
riding the trains...something he has let it be
known that he enjoys. It’s been a big boost to
many on the road to have the boss give good
comments about the job they are doing to have
the boss come to see the employees in the
midst of their duties, and say that these people
are doing their best to make Amtrak great, is
something that just hasn’t happened at Amtrak
for years. That comes from twenty and thirty-
year employees at the company.

New fall schedules will be released by
October 28th. It will reflect the many changes
in train times for the Northeast corridor, due
primarily because of the many Acela trains that
were can celled during the summer months.
The high speed trains were taken out of service
when cracks were found in the shock absorber
brackets. Metroliner equipment was used to fill
the void, but those businessmen heading to
New York City fussed about refunds when the
substitute trains were 20 minutes slower than
the Acela. So soon the Metroliner name
appeared on the ticket, and not the Acela name
The schedules were all wrong for the famed
corridor since most of the trains were running
minutes off the older times posted. This made

for an obsolete timetable really fast!
Various newspapers close to the area have

reported that Mr. Gunn and Bombardier, the
builder of the Acela, have been working close
together to see what will take to iron out every
problem on the new train sets. There have been
bathroom doors that stay open or closed (boy
what a problem), coach doors that won’t open
and brakes that stay on. Over all, the public
continues to show support for the service.
When an Acela is returned to service, passen-
gers flock right back to it. This is good in a
region where people soon leave you, never to
return, if you fail only once. Airlines are still
unhappy with the success that the Acela trains
have enjoyed, despite the setbacks.

Money is the gas-pedal for Amtrak, and the
media has been all too fast to report on how
many dollars will ultimately be given to the
passenger carrier. Most of us know that the
company has asked for $1.2 billion for the
upcoming fiscal year. There was an appropria-
tions committee set up to oversee the support
on how much money would be directed to
Amtrak. As the news of each day unfolded, we
learned that Amtrak’s past financial practices
were not always the best. In fact at times it was
poor, as we all would learn from watching C-
SPAN. Mr.Gunn has been working hard to show
Congress that Amtrak will be better accountable
for the money directed to it under his leader-
ship.

First reports in print had President Bush
turning down the requested 1.2 billion, agree-
ing to only $760 million. It was not what
Amtrak had asked for, but things are not over.
Congress went on vacation October 11th; meet-
ings and negotiations were to go on through the
month. Some say that Capitol Hill will probably
agree on $1 billion for the year, which should
be okay. Those who still wish Amtrak would
just fade away, say it’ll be rewarding the compa-
ny for all its wrong doings by dishing out more
money. Mr. Gunn has already written to his
employees, that some believe that Amtrak is a

land rush of ‘89 and first capital of the new
state of Oklahoma. Railroads rushed to built to
the state capital of this “brand new state.” In a
few years - eight granger railroads built to the
growing town. In 1910, the state capital was
moved to Oklahoma City. Guthrie today is a
town of less than 10,000, has a large downtown
historic district with over twenty bed and
breakfast operations, including one in a former
Santa Fe section house, and one active railroad -
the BNSF north-south mainline operating
beside the depot. The station, a large brick
structure, was built in 1912 and served as
“union station” to four of the railroads to serve
the town. After Amtrak discontinued the Lone
Star passenger train in the mid 70’s, the station
fell into disuse. However, the good citizens of
the town in the 90’s began an ill-fated restora-
tion of this once Harvey House and depot to an
upscale restaurant. This venture failed and is
being restored again, with private monies, to a
bakery, native-American cafe and community
center. Grace and I were provided a guided tour
of the station by the owner of the bakery. The
town has passenger equipment (very poor
shape) to operate a proposed passenger excur-
sion service on the currently inactive track of
the former Denver, Enid and Gulf (ATSF) from
the depot to the town of Crescent, OK - four-
teen miles to the west. However, the train

would have to use a mile or so of active BNSF
mainline to get to the branch.  Just southwest
of the station is the site of the “drive-in movie
set” used in filming the show “Twister”. Just
southeast of the station is the Railroad House
B&B run by Bill and Marcina Xanders (405-282-
1827). This B&B has seven Victorian style
rooms, and cottages located a block or so from
the mainline. BNSF operates frequent freight
service on this line and you hear the sounds of
railroading while sleeping. The breakfast is
GREAT - we have been there twice and will
return. NOTE: for information on railroading in
this area of Oklahoma - there is a great new
book out: Santa Fe’s Eastern Oklahoma Railway
Company - the Stillwater District, by Joseph
Cammalleri, a fellow OSU graduate.

STILLWATER - in the above book, the railroad
is described as “having saved the college” as
then Oklahoma A&M College, like Virginia Tech
in Blacksburg, was difficult to reach. With the
coming of the railway in 1900 to Stillwater, the
college was saved from moving to another town
in the state, and the rest is history. The depot
in Stillwater is located just east of downtown (a
good place to go on dates during college and
watch for the arrival of the once a day freight
train). Today the depot, built in 1911, and has

Guthrie, Oklahoma
all photos by David Helmer
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We arrived at the museum shortly after 1:00
pm. We are surprised to see so many vacant
parking spots. The sounds of two NS trains, a
southbound intermodal and a northbound man-
ifest, fill the grounds with the sounds of mod-
ern railroading. After checking in at Barber
Junction for the 411 of what was and was not
going on, we all made a bee line for a vendor
selling burgers, barbeque, fries and drinks.

With our tenders full, we proceeded to view
and photograph the numerous pieces of rail-
road rolling stock on the property. I guess the
number one item that we exposed the most
film on was a newly restored N&W C31 blue
caboose. That car looks good, darn good. After
viewing the caboose, all the cars and locomo-
tives within the roundhouse, it was off to ride
the last on site train trip for the day behind the
Shay. While Norris and I elected to ride in the
last car, Chad and Bill did just the opposite by
riding aboard the Shay. It was not a laid back
ride for them. They had to maneuver coal from
the middle of the tender towards the front. As
always, it was a pleasant and leisurely ride.

Thru out our 3 and a half hour visit at the
museum, Norfolk Southern trains were con-
stantly rolling by to the east. It's just too bad
there is so much vegetation between the muse-
um property and the NS tracks. You really have
to be at specific locations on the museum site
to see what is rolling by. We departed the muse-
um around 4:30 p.m., and headed for the
Amtrak station in downtown Salisbury. It is the
former Southern Railway station that now
serves as home for several tenants including
the Salisbury Police Department. Please be care-
ful here Dorr. We see two freights during our
less than one hour visit, a northbound local
being pushed with an NS caboose leading the
way and a southbound manifest.

Our journey home would be a long one via
U.S. 220 from Greensboro to Roanoke to deliver
Bill Mason to his home first. Dinner was con-
sumed at a Western Sizzlin in Greensboro and
man did we do some serious damage via the

buffet route. After dinner, the long ride to
Roanoke and Lynchburg was accomplished by
conversation pertinent to railfans the world
over. Ours did swing more towards compar-
isons between the VMT in Roanoke, and the
one we had just spent 3 and one half hours vis-
iting. I won't venture into details. Bill is deliv-
ered home around 10:00 pm., and I to my car in
Lynchburg around 11:15 pm. I'm on good ole
U.S. 460 East by 11:35 pm., and I'm glad all the
signals I see along the former N&W on my way
back are red. The only broadcast over my scan-
ner is between the Lynchburg dispatcher and a
signal maintainer.

It was a day well spent. We enjoyed the trains
we saw and heard, we enjoyed all that the
North Carolina Transportation Museum had to
offer and last but not least, we enjoyed each
others company and comraderie that can be
found between people with a strong common
interest.

Looking for Train Stations in
Oklahoma

by David G. Helmer

In early September 2002, Grace and I flew to
the Midwest to make our annual pilgrimage

to Oklahoma. In addition to the prerequisite
visits to various relatives and friends, watching
two Oklahoma State University football games
(and playing in the OSU Cowboy Alumni march-
ing band), we decided to take pictures of exist-
ing railway stations (many now in non-railway
use) in Oklahoma, including parts of the state
we had never visited. In total, we stopped and
photographed fourteen (14) stations on freight
lines (we did not travel this trip along Amtrak’s
route of the “Heartland Flyer” between
Oklahoma City, OK and Fort Worth, TX). 

I will make comments on six locations:
Guthrie (first capital of Oklahoma), Stillwater,
Oklahoma City, El Reno, Waynoka and Hominy.

GUTHRIE:  Guthrie was the capital of
Oklahoma Territory, founded with the great

waste. He then said, “I need you...” to show
those people that Amtrak is a professional oper-
ation and a much needed transportation choice.

If you were to witness the reaction between
the employees and Mr. Gunn on his train trips,
and notice the handshakes, obviously the ball is
rolling in the right direction.

If you could see the top-executive on his busi-
ness trip, thank the First-Class attendant for
the service he was given along with his evening
meal that got high remarks, it would be clear
that he and the public enjoy and want Amtrak
to stay around.

A Day Trip to Spencer, N.C.
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Something I enjoy doing, but seldom get the
chance to, is spending an entire day or week-

end with a group of railfans railfanning. On
Wednesday September 25th, I journeyed to
Lynchburg to enjoy a night of train slides cover-
ing the Pocahontas Division of yesterday's N&W
and today's NS. After the presentation, I over-
heard a few folks discussing the possibility of
journeying to Historic Spencer Shops on Sunday
September 29th to take in the balance of their
25 year celebration that would wrap up on that
day. Four of us would assemble early Sunday
morning on the 29th at 8:00 a.m. in the parking
lot of Trains Unlimited in Lynchburg for an all
day venture. My day commenced when my
alarm clock performed its duty at 4:30 a.m.

The quartet consisted of driver Chad Jordan
from Altavista, Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS
President E. Norris Deyerle, Jr. from Lynchburg,
Roanoke Chapter Vice-president Bill Mason
from Roanoke and me. Though our goal was to
visit the transportation museum in Spencer,
other items were accomplished as the beautiful
autumn day progressed. Bill Mason had never
seen the newly renovated Kemper Street
Station, or the restored C&O depot relocated to
a Lynchburg cemetery that borders the former
Southern Railway high iron. We paid both struc-

tures a visit before heading southward via the
"scenic" route between Lynchburg and Altavista
via backroads that kept us close to the former
Southern. In Altavista, Chad brought us to his
home, a real mecca of railroad artifacts.

After a fifteen-minute visit at Chad's it was
off to Hardees for a quick breakfast. As we pro-
ceeded along Business U.S. 29 South thru
Altavista viewing the railroad scene as it is now
and discussing how it was prior to today's
Norfolk Southern, we spot a northbound freight
rounding the big curve at Hurt. It was freight #
158. Near the community of Sycamore, we
catch up to a southbound unit tankcar train
loaded with sulphur. The four locomotives
moving the 75 car train are performing at a nice
clip. We decide to photograph and video the
train at Gretna and maybe Chatham. We suc-
ceed at Gretna and rightfully decide we would
not beat him to Chatham. We elect Danville for
the next spot to shoot photos and video the sul-
phur train. Being a Danville resident I'm
instantly elected to direct our SUV ladened with
railfans to the Danville depot. Chad had never
been there before, therefore, the depot was a
priority for him. To show you how fast that sul-
phur train was moving, we were at the Danville
station for maybe five minutes before his head-
light pops around the curve to our north at
Dundee. Chad and Norris had to hustle to
attain their desired positions. The train roars
thru and after it does, I give the group some
verbal history about the station as we view and
admire an N&W caboose parked on a siding
next to the passenger loading platform.
According to Bill Mason, the caboose was origi-
nally the property of a railroad that was merged
into the N&W system.

From Danville southward we saw no other
trains until we got to Spencer. We made a gaso-
line stop about 10 miles north of Spencer. Even
at this gas station was a flier asking whether
anyone had seen or heard of the little girl who
had been kidnapped from her home after her
parents were killed in Henry County, VA.
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We arrived at the museum shortly after 1:00
pm. We are surprised to see so many vacant
parking spots. The sounds of two NS trains, a
southbound intermodal and a northbound man-
ifest, fill the grounds with the sounds of mod-
ern railroading. After checking in at Barber
Junction for the 411 of what was and was not
going on, we all made a bee line for a vendor
selling burgers, barbeque, fries and drinks.

With our tenders full, we proceeded to view
and photograph the numerous pieces of rail-
road rolling stock on the property. I guess the
number one item that we exposed the most
film on was a newly restored N&W C31 blue
caboose. That car looks good, darn good. After
viewing the caboose, all the cars and locomo-
tives within the roundhouse, it was off to ride
the last on site train trip for the day behind the
Shay. While Norris and I elected to ride in the
last car, Chad and Bill did just the opposite by
riding aboard the Shay. It was not a laid back
ride for them. They had to maneuver coal from
the middle of the tender towards the front. As
always, it was a pleasant and leisurely ride.

Thru out our 3 and a half hour visit at the
museum, Norfolk Southern trains were con-
stantly rolling by to the east. It's just too bad
there is so much vegetation between the muse-
um property and the NS tracks. You really have
to be at specific locations on the museum site
to see what is rolling by. We departed the muse-
um around 4:30 p.m., and headed for the
Amtrak station in downtown Salisbury. It is the
former Southern Railway station that now
serves as home for several tenants including
the Salisbury Police Department. Please be care-
ful here Dorr. We see two freights during our
less than one hour visit, a northbound local
being pushed with an NS caboose leading the
way and a southbound manifest.

Our journey home would be a long one via
U.S. 220 from Greensboro to Roanoke to deliver
Bill Mason to his home first. Dinner was con-
sumed at a Western Sizzlin in Greensboro and
man did we do some serious damage via the

buffet route. After dinner, the long ride to
Roanoke and Lynchburg was accomplished by
conversation pertinent to railfans the world
over. Ours did swing more towards compar-
isons between the VMT in Roanoke, and the
one we had just spent 3 and one half hours vis-
iting. I won't venture into details. Bill is deliv-
ered home around 10:00 pm., and I to my car in
Lynchburg around 11:15 pm. I'm on good ole
U.S. 460 East by 11:35 pm., and I'm glad all the
signals I see along the former N&W on my way
back are red. The only broadcast over my scan-
ner is between the Lynchburg dispatcher and a
signal maintainer.

It was a day well spent. We enjoyed the trains
we saw and heard, we enjoyed all that the
North Carolina Transportation Museum had to
offer and last but not least, we enjoyed each
others company and comraderie that can be
found between people with a strong common
interest.

Looking for Train Stations in
Oklahoma

by David G. Helmer

In early September 2002, Grace and I flew to
the Midwest to make our annual pilgrimage

to Oklahoma. In addition to the prerequisite
visits to various relatives and friends, watching
two Oklahoma State University football games
(and playing in the OSU Cowboy Alumni march-
ing band), we decided to take pictures of exist-
ing railway stations (many now in non-railway
use) in Oklahoma, including parts of the state
we had never visited. In total, we stopped and
photographed fourteen (14) stations on freight
lines (we did not travel this trip along Amtrak’s
route of the “Heartland Flyer” between
Oklahoma City, OK and Fort Worth, TX). 

I will make comments on six locations:
Guthrie (first capital of Oklahoma), Stillwater,
Oklahoma City, El Reno, Waynoka and Hominy.

GUTHRIE:  Guthrie was the capital of
Oklahoma Territory, founded with the great

waste. He then said, “I need you...” to show
those people that Amtrak is a professional oper-
ation and a much needed transportation choice.

If you were to witness the reaction between
the employees and Mr. Gunn on his train trips,
and notice the handshakes, obviously the ball is
rolling in the right direction.

If you could see the top-executive on his busi-
ness trip, thank the First-Class attendant for
the service he was given along with his evening
meal that got high remarks, it would be clear
that he and the public enjoy and want Amtrak
to stay around.

A Day Trip to Spencer, N.C.
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Something I enjoy doing, but seldom get the
chance to, is spending an entire day or week-

end with a group of railfans railfanning. On
Wednesday September 25th, I journeyed to
Lynchburg to enjoy a night of train slides cover-
ing the Pocahontas Division of yesterday's N&W
and today's NS. After the presentation, I over-
heard a few folks discussing the possibility of
journeying to Historic Spencer Shops on Sunday
September 29th to take in the balance of their
25 year celebration that would wrap up on that
day. Four of us would assemble early Sunday
morning on the 29th at 8:00 a.m. in the parking
lot of Trains Unlimited in Lynchburg for an all
day venture. My day commenced when my
alarm clock performed its duty at 4:30 a.m.

The quartet consisted of driver Chad Jordan
from Altavista, Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS
President E. Norris Deyerle, Jr. from Lynchburg,
Roanoke Chapter Vice-president Bill Mason
from Roanoke and me. Though our goal was to
visit the transportation museum in Spencer,
other items were accomplished as the beautiful
autumn day progressed. Bill Mason had never
seen the newly renovated Kemper Street
Station, or the restored C&O depot relocated to
a Lynchburg cemetery that borders the former
Southern Railway high iron. We paid both struc-

tures a visit before heading southward via the
"scenic" route between Lynchburg and Altavista
via backroads that kept us close to the former
Southern. In Altavista, Chad brought us to his
home, a real mecca of railroad artifacts.

After a fifteen-minute visit at Chad's it was
off to Hardees for a quick breakfast. As we pro-
ceeded along Business U.S. 29 South thru
Altavista viewing the railroad scene as it is now
and discussing how it was prior to today's
Norfolk Southern, we spot a northbound freight
rounding the big curve at Hurt. It was freight #
158. Near the community of Sycamore, we
catch up to a southbound unit tankcar train
loaded with sulphur. The four locomotives
moving the 75 car train are performing at a nice
clip. We decide to photograph and video the
train at Gretna and maybe Chatham. We suc-
ceed at Gretna and rightfully decide we would
not beat him to Chatham. We elect Danville for
the next spot to shoot photos and video the sul-
phur train. Being a Danville resident I'm
instantly elected to direct our SUV ladened with
railfans to the Danville depot. Chad had never
been there before, therefore, the depot was a
priority for him. To show you how fast that sul-
phur train was moving, we were at the Danville
station for maybe five minutes before his head-
light pops around the curve to our north at
Dundee. Chad and Norris had to hustle to
attain their desired positions. The train roars
thru and after it does, I give the group some
verbal history about the station as we view and
admire an N&W caboose parked on a siding
next to the passenger loading platform.
According to Bill Mason, the caboose was origi-
nally the property of a railroad that was merged
into the N&W system.

From Danville southward we saw no other
trains until we got to Spencer. We made a gaso-
line stop about 10 miles north of Spencer. Even
at this gas station was a flier asking whether
anyone had seen or heard of the little girl who
had been kidnapped from her home after her
parents were killed in Henry County, VA.
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last big project in so many years was when the
first rebuilds to the Heritage cars took place in
the mid 1980’s. Now the shops there will take
on the task of repairing damaged Superliners.

Amtrak hurts in the dinning car department.
There aren’t anymore of them to go around
until the damaged ones are fixed! Amtrak’s new
boss, David Gunn, is not pleased with the
overnight run of “The Palmetto” not having a
diner. Passengers on the trip from New York
City to Florida have to put up with a Cafe car
instead. Mr. Gunn has told many within the
company that will change. The train is also
minus sleeping accommodations, but one can
expect this train to look like a real long haul
operation when those soon to be repaired cars
go back to the rails.

As for Mr. Gunn, he reports in writing that he
is pleased from what he sees when he is out
riding the trains...something he has let it be
known that he enjoys. It’s been a big boost to
many on the road to have the boss give good
comments about the job they are doing to have
the boss come to see the employees in the
midst of their duties, and say that these people
are doing their best to make Amtrak great, is
something that just hasn’t happened at Amtrak
for years. That comes from twenty and thirty-
year employees at the company.

New fall schedules will be released by
October 28th. It will reflect the many changes
in train times for the Northeast corridor, due
primarily because of the many Acela trains that
were can celled during the summer months.
The high speed trains were taken out of service
when cracks were found in the shock absorber
brackets. Metroliner equipment was used to fill
the void, but those businessmen heading to
New York City fussed about refunds when the
substitute trains were 20 minutes slower than
the Acela. So soon the Metroliner name
appeared on the ticket, and not the Acela name
The schedules were all wrong for the famed
corridor since most of the trains were running
minutes off the older times posted. This made

for an obsolete timetable really fast!
Various newspapers close to the area have

reported that Mr. Gunn and Bombardier, the
builder of the Acela, have been working close
together to see what will take to iron out every
problem on the new train sets. There have been
bathroom doors that stay open or closed (boy
what a problem), coach doors that won’t open
and brakes that stay on. Over all, the public
continues to show support for the service.
When an Acela is returned to service, passen-
gers flock right back to it. This is good in a
region where people soon leave you, never to
return, if you fail only once. Airlines are still
unhappy with the success that the Acela trains
have enjoyed, despite the setbacks.

Money is the gas-pedal for Amtrak, and the
media has been all too fast to report on how
many dollars will ultimately be given to the
passenger carrier. Most of us know that the
company has asked for $1.2 billion for the
upcoming fiscal year. There was an appropria-
tions committee set up to oversee the support
on how much money would be directed to
Amtrak. As the news of each day unfolded, we
learned that Amtrak’s past financial practices
were not always the best. In fact at times it was
poor, as we all would learn from watching C-
SPAN. Mr.Gunn has been working hard to show
Congress that Amtrak will be better accountable
for the money directed to it under his leader-
ship.

First reports in print had President Bush
turning down the requested 1.2 billion, agree-
ing to only $760 million. It was not what
Amtrak had asked for, but things are not over.
Congress went on vacation October 11th; meet-
ings and negotiations were to go on through the
month. Some say that Capitol Hill will probably
agree on $1 billion for the year, which should
be okay. Those who still wish Amtrak would
just fade away, say it’ll be rewarding the compa-
ny for all its wrong doings by dishing out more
money. Mr. Gunn has already written to his
employees, that some believe that Amtrak is a

land rush of ‘89 and first capital of the new
state of Oklahoma. Railroads rushed to built to
the state capital of this “brand new state.” In a
few years - eight granger railroads built to the
growing town. In 1910, the state capital was
moved to Oklahoma City. Guthrie today is a
town of less than 10,000, has a large downtown
historic district with over twenty bed and
breakfast operations, including one in a former
Santa Fe section house, and one active railroad -
the BNSF north-south mainline operating
beside the depot. The station, a large brick
structure, was built in 1912 and served as
“union station” to four of the railroads to serve
the town. After Amtrak discontinued the Lone
Star passenger train in the mid 70’s, the station
fell into disuse. However, the good citizens of
the town in the 90’s began an ill-fated restora-
tion of this once Harvey House and depot to an
upscale restaurant. This venture failed and is
being restored again, with private monies, to a
bakery, native-American cafe and community
center. Grace and I were provided a guided tour
of the station by the owner of the bakery. The
town has passenger equipment (very poor
shape) to operate a proposed passenger excur-
sion service on the currently inactive track of
the former Denver, Enid and Gulf (ATSF) from
the depot to the town of Crescent, OK - four-
teen miles to the west. However, the train

would have to use a mile or so of active BNSF
mainline to get to the branch.  Just southwest
of the station is the site of the “drive-in movie
set” used in filming the show “Twister”. Just
southeast of the station is the Railroad House
B&B run by Bill and Marcina Xanders (405-282-
1827). This B&B has seven Victorian style
rooms, and cottages located a block or so from
the mainline. BNSF operates frequent freight
service on this line and you hear the sounds of
railroading while sleeping. The breakfast is
GREAT - we have been there twice and will
return. NOTE: for information on railroading in
this area of Oklahoma - there is a great new
book out: Santa Fe’s Eastern Oklahoma Railway
Company - the Stillwater District, by Joseph
Cammalleri, a fellow OSU graduate.

STILLWATER - in the above book, the railroad
is described as “having saved the college” as
then Oklahoma A&M College, like Virginia Tech
in Blacksburg, was difficult to reach. With the
coming of the railway in 1900 to Stillwater, the
college was saved from moving to another town
in the state, and the rest is history. The depot
in Stillwater is located just east of downtown (a
good place to go on dates during college and
watch for the arrival of the once a day freight
train). Today the depot, built in 1911, and has

Guthrie, Oklahoma
all photos by David Helmer
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been very nicely
restored and serves as
the Headquarters of
two (2) National Band
organizations.
Stillwater is now
served by a short-line
operator, the Stillwater
Central Railway. Their
operations center is
just across the street
from the station.    

OKLAHOMA CITY -
Oklahoma City has
three stations: the old
ATSF depot which is
now the Amtrak facility, Union Station which
used to serve trains of both the Rock Island and
Frisco, and the Oakwood depot, located at the
Oklahoma Railway Museum in northeastern
Oklahoma City on the former M-K-T Railway.
On this trip, we did not visit the Amtrak station
that is located in downtown Oklahoma City,
within walking distance of the Oklahoma City
Memorial.  Union Station is located south of
downtown, and the “mission revival” style sta-
tion has been restored by the City to be the
Headquarters of the Central Oklahoma
Transportation and Parking Authority. I have
memories of my first (and only) passenger train
trip from Union Station. I left on the Frisco’s
Meteor to St. Louis and onto Lee Hall, VA (Fort
Eustis) in June 1965. I had left Grace and other
family members at the station and headed east
- to go back west to Vietnam to lead truck con-
voys for a year. The Oakwood station is a wood-
en frame station that was recently moved to
the museums’ grounds from the little town of
Oakwood, which is located approximately six-
teen miles west of my hometown, Watonga,
OK. Oakwood was located on an abandoned
ATSF line - (the KC M & 0) and the small depot
has been partially restored to be used by the
museum for several functions, including as the
passenger station for the newly launched

them. The Richmond Freelance & Prototype
Model Railroaders had their annual show at
The Science Museum of Virginia during the last
two weekends of September. This year was spe-
cial because it marked 25 years of the model
railroad shows at the museum. Normally, the
show is held the first weekend of November in
response to November being National Model
Railroad Month. It was moved up nearly two
months to accommodate the museum's presen-
tation of The Titanic. Another thing of note for
this year's event was the N Gauge No Bull
Convention held on the lower level of the SMV
(aka Broad Street Station) where real passenger
trains used to conduct business many years
ago. This was indeed an event to behold. N
gauge clubs from all over the eastern U.S.A. con-
tributed modules to create 2 super layouts.
There was even an area depicting the New
River Gorge area of the former C&O Railway.
The N Gauge part was on display for the first
weekend only. The N Gaugers held a similar
convention in Northern Virginia about five
years ago when they created a layout deemed
the largest of it's gauge in the world and made
The Guiness Book of World Records.

Last month I reported on a wooden Norfolk
and Western caboose located behind the public
library in Carson, VA. The caboose had been on
a farm about 15 miles from Carson for many
years. Some group plans to repaint it. I'll fur-
nish more info as I learn more.

CSX plans to replace all the former
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway cantilever style sig-
nal bridges with pole signals between
Richmond and Gladstone, Va. I do not know
when the project will commence. Signal bridges
west of Gladstone may be safe for the present.
With fall foliage on the way, photographing
these beautiful structures against an autumn
backdrop would definitely be a noble project.

I was angered to hear that the horns atop
Southern Railway E8A # 6900 at The North
Carolina Transportation Museum had been
stolen. Obviously NOTHING is sacred anymore.

As I have mentioned within this column in
the past, I do have other interests; besides, rail-
roading. My second greatest interest is the
music scene. One thing I've been noticing on
the increase is rock bands posing on obviously
live railroad tracks for photos for advertising
flyers and posters. Some are local or regional
acts, and some are national. A few include
tracks or trains in the background without actu-
ally being on the track or tracks. The railroads
have their hands full as is encouraging teens
and others to stay off the tracks. Aside from the
safety issue and the influence issue, the music
and songs these bands perform don't even con-
nect with railroading. The use of trains and or
tracks by bands or single recording artist is
nothing new in promotional photos and album
covers, but at least most recording artists in the
past included a song or two having ties with
the railroad industry. Johnny Cash was made a
lifetime member of the Brotherhood Of
Locomotive Engineers for his contributions to
railroading via his songs about trains.

Passenger Update Nov.  2002
By Gary Ballard

Since I last wrote you, the future of Amtrak
was up in the air during the summer

months. Many positive things have happened,
but the company still operates at the mercy or
will of Congress, we’ll get into that in a
moment.

First, good news! Repairs are being conducted
as you read this, on cars that have waited for
such mechanical work. From the windows of
passing trains, one can see the cars lined up at
the doors of the Wilmington shops. Other work
to return more of the fleet to service is being
performed by shop forces in Bear, DE and
Beech Grove, IN. A historic note…the Beech
Grove shops were once the place where the
Pennsy’s passenger cars were worked on. Once
the number of employees totaled 800. Even
during the Amtrak years, layoffs continued. The

Stillwater, Oklahoma

Oklahoma City
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Notice of Annual Meeting
The  Annual  Meeting  of the  Roanoke

Chapter of the National Railway Historical
Society will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of Crystal Spring and
McClanahan Street on Thursday, November
21, 2002. The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm.
At this time we will hold our annual elec-
tion in which five (5) directors will be elect-
ed. 

Nominees (in alphabetical order)
Doug André
Alan Easome
Chad Jordon
Bill Mason*
Ken Miller*

Wanda Troutman*
*incumbent

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year
we will be electing five (5) directors.
Election will be by secret ballot. Any mem-
ber in good standing may vote by absentee
ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee as soon as possible.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the

Secretary  or  a  member  of the  nominating
committee. The nominating committee is
chaired by Brian Crosier, members Alan
Easome and Chad Jordan. You will receive
(a) one ballot; (b) one "ballot" envelope; and
(c) one mailing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than
five (5) directors. If more than five (5) votes
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mailing

envelope. Write your name and return
address on the mailing envelope and mail
to;

Roanoke Chapter, N.R.H.S.
P. O.Box 13222

Roanoke, VA  24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to

the Secretary anytime before the election at
the annual meeting.

Condolences
Our thoughts are with the Carson family on

the loss of their daughter Donna in September.
Our apologies for not mentioning this in last
month’s issue.

Holiday Gathering 
by Bonnie Molinary

Bring your family and join us once again
this year for an evening of food and fun

at our regular meeting location at the First
Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in
Roanoke on our regular meeting night,
Thursday, December 19 beginning at 7:00
pm. You can enjoy a wide variety of finger
foods, desserts and beverages.

There will be plenty of time to socialize
with no business to be conducted except
for the installation of officers and directors
for 2002. Come and enjoy! For details
and/or to volunteer to help, contact Bonnie
Molinary, Kathy Overholser or Wanda
Troutman. 

Mixed Freight - November
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

As I said in last months MIXED FREIGHT,
autumn is the time of year when model and

prototype railroading events abound and I
encourage you all to go out and enjoy some of

monthly diesel powered excursions. These
excursions use some of the equipment that for-
merly ran on the Watonga Chief. The depot’s
roof has been replaced, and the station is func-
tional - be it a little Spartan. ORM has come a
long way in recent years and has a good volun-
teer base.

EL RENO - made famous by the Rock Island
and infamous as a wild town during land rush-
es to settle the Oklahoma Territory. El Reno
was a division crew change and stop on the
route of Twin Star Rocket (Minneapolis -
Houston) and the Cherokee (Memphis-
Tucumcari - Los Angles). Now the depot is used
for a limited UP maintenance of way function
and houses the Canadian County Historical
Museum. Both the museum and the restored
electric trolley to downtown were not operating
on the Monday we visited. 

WAYNOKA - was a crew change point on
BNSF’s Chicago - Los Angles mainline. The
town’s turn of the 20th century former Harvey
House has been beautifully restored (A project
of $1.4 million federal/state dollars OR approxi-
mately $1,000 dollars invested for every citizen
in the town). The downstairs houses a nice
Mexican cafe, while the upstairs is a history

museum principally on
transportation. This pro-
ject is the responsibility of
the Waynoka Historical
Society - whose member-
ship and leadership are
ladies whose late hus-
bands worked on the rail-
road in Waynoka. While
the crew change point was
eliminated several years
ago, the high school’s
nickname is still the “rail-
roaders”. Three great
sports for the locals to do
in Waynoka: watch the
very frequent BNSF trains
roll by, go to the annual

rattlesnake hunt or ride dune buggies on the
sand dunes along the Cimarron River. Waynoka
was apart of the first inter-modal transconti-
nental passenger service. In the late 1920’s, pas-
sengers could take an overnight PRR train from
New York City to Columbus, OH. Then, take an
airline flight on the forerunner company of
TWA, to Waynoka, OK. Then passengers were
shuttled down to the depot to take a sleeper on
the Santa Fe to Clovis, NM. Next, continue on
another island hopping airline flight to Los
Angles. These were the days when passenger
airlines did not operate at night and were still
slow. This service was short-lived for various
reasons.

HOMINY - a small town on the long aban-
doned M-K-T line from Oklahoma City, OK to
Parsons, KS.  The wooded station has been
modestly restored and serves as the offices of
the local Chamber of Commerce. What is
unique about this location is not the station,
but the view to the west. On a bluff overlook-
ing the town and station are statuettes of an
Osage Indian war party. Welcome to the Indian
Territory of what would later become
Oklahoma.

Waynoka
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one
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Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Monday,

November 18, 2002. Please send articles, information and all exchange
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Material for Turntable Times
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Cover Photo
The Norfolk and Western photographers certainly were artists

of their era but rarely noted for such. A splendid example is this
partial frame of one of the thirty 4x5 views made August 9-10,
1951 for a N&W Magazine story entitled “Our Modern Work
Horses…and how they work” The beautiful lighting and sharp-
ness of the image make this scene at Shaffers Crossing a precious
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From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will
hold its next meeting on Thursday, November 21, 2002 at 7:30 pm. The
meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in Roanoke. This will also be
the time of our annual meeting and election in which five (5) directors
will be elected. So please make plans to attend.

Meeting Notice
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Ninth Street News

This month has seen an increase in restora-
tion as the weather became cooperative. The

Virginian Wheel gon was shoveled out by Chad
Jordan and Brian Crosier. It was delivered with a
partial load of scrap, trash, ballast and a lot of
wet dirt. We could utilize some of the "scrap" in
projects as what the railroad sees as scrap some-
time is still a useful tool that just needs minor
repair. Most of the crew has been active this
month, and there is a lot to show for it. The
Virginian wheel gon was completely stripped of
paint and is now partially primed. Also, the
Norfolk and Western B-6 boxcar has been partial-
ly stripped and spot primed. The N&W caboose
will probably not get lettered this year due to
the weather turning too cold to paint before the
stencilling was available. Trackwork is beginning
again with track three (we are now numbering
from the south as per the railroad) and finishing
with track one. Track one is the new track on
the south that we can add due to the intense
cleanup and removal of some of the old concrete
retaining wall from the water treatment pond.

The fence has been completed after a long delay
from the contractor. Volunteers are always wel-
come. We would like to thank the following for
their continuing contributions to Mechanical:
Alan Easome, Chad Jordan, Richard and Bill
Sherman, Ken Miller, and Bill Mason.

Roanoke’s 150th Anniversary
by Ken Miller

On November 1, 1852, the very first train
chugged slowly into Big Lick, Virginia. This

event would herald the drastic changes in the
Roanoke Valley for the next 150 years. 

Rolling over the spindly, newly laid track, the
wood-burning steam locomotive probably han-
dled a car or two, perhaps loaded with more
track material as the line was pressing westward
towards Salem. Salem was the major destina-
tion, Big Lick, a small community of less than
100 people, at best, was simply another little
settlement, Salem was well established and the
center of population in this rugged wilderness.

The arrival of the little train was barely noted,
and virtually unrecorded as there was no news-
paper in Big Lick at the time, the Salem newpa-
per was not to appear for a few more years at
best. The written records of the arrival, we
noted in the Lynchburg paper, but the arrival in
Salem in December was the cause to celebrate.

150 years later, the anniversary in Salem, will
hardly be noted, whereas, the anniversary in
present day Roanoke was marked with several
events. First, a historical marker was dedicated
to a crowd of about 60 people alongside the rail-
road on Norfolk Avenue, near the site of the
first depot in Big Lick (more about that later). A
luncheon was held at the Hotel Roanoke after
the marker dedication with approximately 140
people, featuring speakers Louis Newton and
the last remaining N&W president, John
Fishwick. Louis recognized a number of folks
who have contributed to the preservation of the
N&W history in the area, and then discussed the
myriads of people and the jobs that make up the
employees of the railroad. Mr. Fishwick remi-
nisced about his times with the railroad with a

Eight-year old Sean Mega
is seen working on the
Chapter's 60 year old (this
month) Princeton built
Virginian wheel gondola.
Sean has a love of trains
that obviously started
early in life and now puts
that love to use occasion-
ally to help out the
mechanical crew.  In a lit-
tle under one hour, Sean
prepared the side sill on
one side of the gondola
for priming.  Just an
example of a job for any-
one.  In the background
you can see the original
Virginian lettering out-
lined with measurements
to aid in having stencils
cut for its restoration

Brian Crosier Photo
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number of anecdotes. The luncheon ran almost
2 1/2 hours. 

The next event, however, was not related to
the Anniversary. Instead, the “groundbreaking”
for the renovation of the N&W passenger station
home of a Museum for O. Winston Link and the
Roanoke Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The “groundbreaking” consisted of the digni-
taries sweeping off the dirt and dust from atop
the N&W herald in the terrazzo tile of the floor
in the corridor that lead to the concourse.

George Kegley spearheaded the organization of
the Anniversary events and worked closely with
getting the marker produced. 

The marker is located along the railwalk. This
was decided to be the best place after consider-
able research and study could not definitively
determine the exact location of a depot on
November 1, 1852. It is not even certain if a
depot had been built by then.

An excellent day was enjoyed by all con-
cerned.

Turntable Times is published monthly as the newsletter of the Roanoke Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc. Opinions and points of
view expressed herein are those of the staff members of the Turntable Times and not necessarily reflect those of the members, officers or directors
of the Chapter. Items of interest should be sent to Editor Kenny Kirkman, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

November 21, 2002
Annual Meeting

December 3, 2002
Board Meeting

Christmas Gathering
December 19, 2002

January 7, 2003
Board Meeting

January , 2003
Regular Meeting

March 29, 2003
Annual Banquet

Dated Material
Please do not delay

 


