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has been worth it!  A very readable book with
scores of photos covering most depots within
the state of Virginia.

What a huge task to try to document, in one
form or another, every depot that stood. Many
depots were tiny, existing for only a short peri-
od. The author has done an excellent job of col-
lecting photos of this fascinating depots.
Needless to say some of the photos are rough,
since they may have only existed in snapshot
form of many years past.

The book is divided into chapters, each
focusing on a railroad within the state with that
line covered within. The order is alphabetical
starting with Atlantic and Danville and ending
with Winchester and Western. Utilizing each
road’s logo as part of the design is a nice touch.

Generally the reproduction is good in this
edition and is consistent throughout the book.
Maps of each railroad help locate those more
obscure locations that you may not know exact-

ly where they are. 
Anyone who has an interest in stations and

Virginia in particular should have a copy of this
edition on their shelves.

You can order directly from the Old Dominion
Chapter. Make checks payable to: Old
Dominion Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 8583,
Richmond, VA 23226. The book is $26.95 per
copy add $5 S/H for the first copy, $2 for each
additional. Virginia residents please add 4.5%
state sales tax.

Help Wanted!
Master Mechanic-Full Time Position (Tue-Sat)

with health benefits. Research and manage
restoration projects of transportation equip-
ment, supervise volunteers. Mechanical and
painting experience important. Send letter
detailing experience and 3 references to
Virginia Museum of Transportation, 303 Norfolk
Avenue, Roanoke, VA 24016. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE.

The life of the N&W company photographers was certainly not out taking a train picture, indeed a
look over the negatives shows that less than 15% of everything shot was actually a train, locomo-

tive or car picture. Meetings, personnel, freight claims, personal accidents, property, advertising
department and scenics were all highly represented. One of the advertising department scenes was
this dispaly at Virginia Tech in April of 1954, obviously recruiting for new mechanical engineers.
Negative 5105509. April 23, 1954.

Norfolk and Western Photo, Roanoke Chapter NRHS Archives Collection.

 



Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick,

lost a loved one or has a new birth in the fami-
ly, please contact Elizabeth Leedy. Elizabeth is
responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and
can be reached at 389-5274. 

Meeting Notice
The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway

Historical Society will hold its next general
meeting on Thursday, March 18, 1999 at 7:30
pm. The meeting will be at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal
Spring Avenue in Roanoke.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable

Times is Thursday, March 25, 1999. Please send
articles, information and all exchange newslet-
ters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times,
590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Meeting Cancellation Policy
The general meeting will be considered can-

celled if any of the following conditions are
met: Roanoke City Schools are closed on the
day of or the day after the meeting, or Virginia
Western night classes are cancelled for the night
of a meeting.

Mixed Freight - March
by Mr. Robin Shavers  

While America’s religious right assembled
allegations against an innocent teletub-

by, yours truly was assembling information for
this month’s MIXED FREIGHT. Fellow columnist
Dave Meashey often reports on an operating
railroad club known as The Big Lick Big Train
Operators. I do not know if that group is classi-
fied as a live steamer group or garden railway. A
co-worker brought me an article found within
the February 1999 issue of the magazine put out
by The American Association for Retired
Persons. It was an article acknowledging the
growing popularity of garden railroading nation-
wide and how it can be the ideal hobby for
retired couples whom wish to share a hobby
that can be very rewarding. For more informa-
tion call 1-800-554-0197 or check out the web-
site at www.gardenrailways.com or
www.lgb.com and www.largescaleonline.com 

Last month I reported on two 30 minute
weekly public TV programs on railroading for us
to enjoy. Ironically the next day after mailing off
the MIXED FREIGHT, I received a multipage
brochure from the folks of Pentrex. They are cur-
rently offering all of the presentations of TRACKS
AHEAD and ALL ABOARD on video. If you’re
interested, give them a call at 1-800-950-9333.  

One of the areas better known model railroad
swap meets and open house will be occurring
on Saturday April 3rd in Greensboro, N.C. at the
former Southern Railway passenger depot locat-
ed at 300 East Washington Street in the heart of
the downtown. Things get rolling at 10:00 a.m.
and continue til 3:00 p.m. For more information
and acquiring a table or tables to sell your
model railroad and railroadiana items, call 336-
668-3642.

Living in Richmond, the heart of Virginia’s law
making and policy setting, I’m in tune to all the
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(This will be an occasional feature in our newsletter, fea-
turing materials out of the Chapter Archive Facility. Please
note that this material is copyrighted and may not be
reproduced without express written permission from the
copyright holder.

by Ken Miller
Virginian Railway Drawing A-0408, 

Dated July 21, 1933

The tiny little West Virginia town of Page was
once a thriving community, home of one of

the largest group of coke ovens in the state. The
Virginian had a engine house, turntable (later a
wye) and a variety of other servicing buildings
there. 

One of the items that was generally supplied
for the engine crews, cabooses and passenger
trains was ice for drinking water. The Virginian
never had air conditioned coaches in the pas-
senger train, only
the business cars
were later afford-
ed such luxury.
Refrigeration was
nowhere nearly as
common in the
early 1930s as it is
today, naturally a
storage area for
the ice was need-
ed. 

One of the relat-
ed companies to
the Virginian was
the Loup Creek
C o l l i e r y .
Obviously a natur-
al was to convert
one of the dozen
or so company
houses to an ice
house. These

houses probably dated to about 1906 or so and
probably were in need of repair by this time,
with the depression the coal business had
slowed and probably one or more of the hous-
es were empty as people went in search of jobs
elsewhere. Not as many people  went on the
welfare roles in those days.

What a darling little model this item makes
and can fit in most any Virginian situation. We
will be offering a variety of other Virginian and
N&W drawings in the near future.

The original drawing was somewhat toned in
it’s printing and was completely redrawn,
exactly as the original. A full size 11” x 17” fold-
ed print can be ordered from the Archives for
only $4 plus $2 shipping. Send your order to 

Attn: Archives Department
Roanoke Chapter NRHS

P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA   24022-1322

Please allow 3 weeks for delivery
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Reuse”, provides a closing counterpoint to the
preceding chapter. The book concludes with
the bibliography and list of photo credits shar-
ing a page, followed by the four-page index.  

The book points out that “In their heyday, rail-
road terminals were among a city’s most impos-
ing edifices, ranking with cathedrals, royal
palaces, and capitol buildings.” The succinct
narrative and stunning photographs presented
amply support this claim.  At a price of only
$16.98 for such a well done large hardcover full
color book this is a bargain not to be passed
up.

Mechanical Report
by Ken Miller

Recent good weather has brought about a
great deal of work at our 9th Street

Maintenance Facility on both Saturdays and
Sundays. A good showing of volunteers has
made a lot of work possible. Hopefully, no one
will be left out of the following list: Jerry
Johnson, Wanda Johnson, Rick Lewis, Bill
Sherman, Elbert Miller, Richard Sherman, Bill
Mason, George Stein, Kenneth King, Eddie
Mooneyham, Gary Ballard, Doug André and Ken
Miller. If anyone was left out, please accept my
apologies.

Interior renovation on coach 1827 continues
with window work, window sill replacement,
and interior side wall replacement is now
almost complete, all that remains now is a good
cleaning and some other mechanical work.

Removal of all usable material from wrecked
coach 1829 is still underway, but several able
hands can make this job a lot easier. Removal of
the seat frames to place them in storage is a job
that will require a group of folks to make this big
job a fairly quick one.

In the archive facility, the floor tile has been
completed the material has been moved, for

the fifth time and after Wanda Johnson com-
pletes the job of waxing, finally everything will
be placed in it’s final location!  At long last!
Help is still needed to help assemble shelving
and move books and files to their place.

The biggest job remains, that is to catalogue
all of this material. While tedious at times, this
job will provide the opportunity to see some
very interesting drawings and other material.
See the archive article elsewhere in this issue.

Railcamp

We’re looking for a few good students!
The Roanoke Chapter is looking for

applicants for a trip to Railcamp. The Railcamp
sponsored by the National Park Service and
NRHS at Steamtown in Scranton, PA. This year
there will be two separate sessions, the first is
July 18-24, the second will be July 25-31.

Young people between grades 9 and 12 who
have an in interest in such a camp, modeled
after the popular Spacecamp, will feature rail-
road preservation, railroad operations among
others.

Each session is limited to 24 participants. The
Roanoke Chapter is willing to sponsor a partici-
pant at the camp and is looking for nominations
from our membership. The candidate does
NOT have to be a member, come to the March
or April meeting for more details or contact Bill
Arnold at 389-3217.

Book Review
by Ken Miller

Virginia Railway Depots
by Donald Traser

208 pages, hardbound, illustrated with black
and white photos and drawings. Published by
Old Dominion Chapter NRHS

It has been a long road to get this book pub-
lished, in the works for many years, the wait

debate and controversy over the amount and
types of municipal waste that will be accepted
into the state for the future. So far trucks and
barges seem to be the main focus of attention
for obvious reasons. As most of us know, CSX
and NS transport a lot of the material into the
state. Virginia is second to Pennsylvania in the
acceptance of out of state trash. Ironically, the
residents and their political representatives of
the areas where dumps are located generally
support the dumps since they provide much
needed revenue for services most localities take
for granted. play it safe, when I’m out enjoying
the rail action and someone asks what’s inside
those gray containers, I simply say they’re carry-
ing soil samples for the U.S.D.A. On CSX, they’re
referred to as New Jersey lunchboxes.   

Those of us whom really enjoy this hobby of
railroading know that some railroads receive
more attention in the forms of books, videos,
feature articles for magazines. This was true to a
great degree for the Southern Railway up until a
few years ago. Books that have been published
covering that railroad quickly sell out and
instantly become collectors items. This is not
going to be a book review, but I must report
that if you are at all interested in the Southern
Railway, to any significant degree, you will defi-
nitely want to add to your railroad book library
SOUTHERN RAILWAY IN COLOR Vol. 2 by Alton
Lanier. Volume One was good but it can’t hold
a fusee to this latest edition covering the railway
that Served The South. This is not a book laden
with a lot of heavy technicalities, just good to
great color photos covering a wide variety of
trains pulled by a wide assortment of motive
power to boot. Classy Ps4 Pacifics, little but
well kept yard goats, covered wagons galore
and those majestically handsome tuxedo paint-
ed hood units operating long hood forward as
God intended.

I don’t know about the feelings of those of
you whom receive and read The Turntable
Times, but I personally enjoy reading the series
From The Archives. After all, this is a publication
of The National Railway  l Society.  

Ray Myer’s article, Rural Retreat And The
Railroad, which appeared in the January 1999
Turntable Times, brought back some wonderful
memories. When the Norfolk Southern Steam
Program was still in gear and when steam excur-
sions operated via the Pulaski District of the
Radford Division, the little community of Rural
Retreat was my top priority during a photo
chase. There was just something about that
town with a steam powered locomotive high-
ballin’ a train thru complete with the N&W style
signal in the background.

Splinters from the Board
by Bill Arnold

On Saturday, February 13, the Chapter’s
Gift Shop celebrated their 10th  anniver-

sary of operating their shop inside the Virginia
Museum of Transportation in Roanoke. Actually
the anniversary date was back in November
(1988-1998) but due to most of the past year
was spent preparing and moving (with lots of
help from Chapter volunteers) into new facilities
provided by the Museum (March-November), it
was decided that mid-February was better suit-
ed for a celebration. 

Approximately 50 Chapter Gift Shop volun-
teers, other Chapter members and four previous
Museum Executive Directors—Jim McLain (the
first), Gary Gray, Edwin Watson and Roger
Dalton—were on hand to view the new
expanded facilities and greatly expanded line
of merchandise. By having the additional space,
we have been able to expand and better dis-
play our T-shirt line, provide a separate room for
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books and allow children to better view the
transportation toys (including Thomas the
Tank engine) that we have available for their
enjoyment.

As a matter of interest, Roanoke Chapter has
had a continuous operation of a gift shop at
the Museum since 1976. At the former
Museum site in Wasena Park, our volunteers
operated out of our ex-Southern coach No.
1205, retired from operating service. When
the November 1985 flood caused a move to
the present site in the former N&W freight sta-
tion at 303 Norfolk Avenue, our car was moved
to the yard track adjacent to the NS mainline.
Following a successful transition to this location,
in mid-1986 the Museum began an investigation
of their operating of gift shop within the
Museum building itself. From late 1986 to early

1988, the two shops were in operation. The two
shops had insufficient business, the Roanoke
Chapter approached the Museum with the sug-
gestion that we operate the gift shop as an all-
volunteer organization and pay a commission
percentage of our sales back to the Museum.
This contract was consummated on November
15, 1988 and has been successful for both the

repacking valves, tinkering with oiling devices,
etc.), expecting to perform hydrostatic test
March 6; expected to be fire testing March 27-
28 and running on the passenger train starting
April 3-4; will run all of April, then loads up on
a flatcar for a trip to Railfair 99 in Sacramento! 

542: 2-8-0, patiently sitting outside the round-
house in her “Having Our Say” movie coat of
satin black, awaiting her turn; anybody got
about $2000 that will fill out the budget to per-
form a serious exploratory tear down so we can
see what she’ll really cost?

And there’s a nice cosmetic restoration of
CP&L fireless No. 3 that is just about finished and
should be out the last weekend of April!

Book Review
by John Austen

Railroad Stations
by Brian Solomon

published by MetroBooks (an imprint of
Friedman/Fairfax Publishers), 15 West 26th
Street, New York NY 10010; 12-1/2 “ x 10-3/4”,
1998; hardcover; 120pp.; illus. (color); $16.98.

Railroad Stations is a very nicely done survey
of the subject, including history and use,

architecture, and preservation. At first glance
this appears to be a coffee table book, but
closer inspection reveals that it is a useful survey
and introduction to the subject, although in a
popular rather than scholarly style.  It was pre-
pared in consultation with several eminent rail-
road historians, including John Hankey and the
editor of Vintage Rails: John Gruber. The narra-
tive (c. 18,000 words) flows well and is com-
plemented by about 100 photographs, all of
which are in color. Photographic reproduction
is excellent throughout, facilitated by the coat-
ed paper used for this over-sized book (almost
50% larger than 8-1/2” x 11”). Over two dozen

of these are full-page, and several others nearly
so.  In addition seven of the photos fill two
pages each, and ten fill one and extend onto
another page.  All are striking masterpieces of
architectural photography, capturing subtle
moods in some cases, and imposing world-
class features in others.  Most of the stations
depicted are in the United States. 

The book is divided into six chapters, after a
foreword and an introduction.  The Foreword is
entitled “Grand Central Station” and recounts
the author’s initiation into the subject at an early
age, highlighted by a trip with his father to New
York City.

The Introduction considers “The Role of the
Railroad”, including changes in railway travel in
the twentieth century, and the decline of rail
travel in the United States.

Chapter 1, “Down At The Depot”, discusses
the purpose and function of railroad stations.
Chapter 2, “Union Stations”, considers their rea-
son for being, with Joliet, Denver, and Chicago
Union Stations as examples. Chapter 3,
“Terminals”, considers the railroads crown jew-
els, examining train sheds, stub versus through
stations, and other aspects, with Hoboken
Terminal and San Francisco Bay area terminals
(among others) as examples.

Chapter 4, “Classic Stations”, is a wide-ranging
survey of large and small stations ranging from
Baltimore’s Pennsylvania Station to selected
New England stations in Connecticut and
Vermont (and London’s St. Pancreas station,
representing old England), and California sta-
tions: San Diego and Sacramento.  Chapter 5,
“Gone But Not Forgotten”, reminds us that some
of the greatest stations the world has ever seen
are no longer standing. London’s Euston Station,
Philadelphia’s Broad Street Station and of
course New York’s Pennsylvania Station serve as
the examples here.  Chapter 6, “Adaptive

Both: Bill Arnold
Our newly completed gift shop
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has gotten about $31 billion in subsidies over it’s
entire operating life. Expressing that subsidy in
terms of freeway miles adjusted for 1998 dollars
($1 billion buys 28.8 miles of freeway - source
California DOT 1998), we got a whole rail system
for the cost of about 892 miles of freeways.
Sounds like a good deal, huh.

* * *
With recent news about the re-adoption of

“standard” CPR 4-6-4 No. 2816 by the Canadian
Pacific for operation on ceremonial trains, it is
interesting to note another CP Hudson under
restoration in Pennsylvania.  Roanoke Chapter
members will recall former CPR streamlined
Royal Hudson No. 2839, once a member of the
Southern Railway steam stable, is under repair
after years of storage.

It has been adopted by the Keystone Cement
Company, near Allentown, and moved to their
property.  The restoration group, going by the
name Lehigh Valley Scenic Railroad, has access
to the cement company’s machine shop and
heavy equipment when needed.

Thus far, the tender is complete except for
paint, an ultrasound is to be done on the firebox
and boiler, and retubing is to begin soon.
Volunteers are welcome, and more information
is available by calling 610-366-2149 or 610-885-
9174.

* * *
For folks keeping up with railroads in the

movies, keep an eye on CBS television this
spring for “Having Our Say: The Delaney Sisters
First 100 Years” based on a book by the same
title describing the lives of two North Carolina
women. Filming was in January at Salisbury
depot and N.C. Transportation Museum.

Equipment used included SR 2-8-0 542
(dead), NCTM coach 4955 with interior repaint-
ed to a mahogany look and with temporary par-
titions and the museum’s GP9 620 providing

power off screen. The 542 was used because
the museum’s other 2-8-0, No. 604 is getting a
running gear rebuild while Shay 1925 is getting
wheel and piston work.

The 542 is a Southern Class J built in August
1903, smaller than the K-class 2-8-0s 722 and
630. In regular service 542 was based in North
Carolina near Salisbury/Statesville area. There are
photos of it at Spencer!

It was donated to Tanglewood Park near
Winston-Salem in 1954 and traded to Spencer in
1991 for an ex-IC 0-8-0 (now “Southern 1894”).
Current plans at Spencer are to eventually restore
the 542 to operating condition…but don’t look
for it any time in the near future.

The 542 was given a “quick” coat of black over
the exposed parts of the boiler where asbestos
was removed in 1991 while the cab and tender
remained with their weathered look from years
at Tanglewood park.

While still in line for a full operational rebuild,
it lacks for cash with approximately $4800 in her
designated account. NCTM will look for a way in
the next year or so to scrape up another $2000
to do a thorough disassembly and inspection
which should provide an idea of the real cost of
putting her back on the road again. 

Current priority at Spencer is to save the back
shop building, so 542 will go back into storage
after the movie.

* * *
Noted writer Jim Wrinn provides a brief report

from the shop at Spencer: 604: 2-8-0, getting full
running gear and cylinder rebuild via the shop
forces at Spencer and a sizeable contract with
the folks at Great Smoky Mountain Railway; one
new axle,quite a bit of frame work; turning tires
at TVRM fairly soon; she got a flue extension this
year too; should be back on the road May 1.

1925: 3Trk shay, getting front truck work, slide
valve work and general work (lapping and

Museum and Chapter.
We are pleased with our success and our new

facilities. We look forward to adding new mer-
chandise needed to fill the needs  of our cus-
tomers, whether they are a railfan, history enthu-
siast (transportation) or a child looking for a dif-
ferent kind of toy or book.

Please come visit us, you’ll be quite pleased
with what we have done!

Thank You Award!

One of the highlights of our Annual
Banquet on December12th is always the

presentation of our “Thank You” award. The
award is presented to one of our members
(board members are ineligible) who has con-
tributed over and above the cause over time.
This year’s surprised winner was Ellen Arnold.

Ellen has been quite active and and instru-
mental in the operation of the gift shop over the
past number of years. Of course Bill, her hus-
band, is also quite active. We offer our congrat-
ulations and look forward to many more years!

Small Rails - March
by Dave Meashey   

The Roanoke Valley Model Engineers had to
leave their downtown location the third

week in January. Members have continued to
work on refurbishing some of the corner mod-
ules and a short straight module at Rick
Anderson’s house. one corner really looks
rugged. It features a deep cut to take the dou-
ble-track mainline. A rocky mountainside over-
shadows the cut on the inside of the module.
Scenic work continues on the rock faces, then
club members will turn their attention greenery.   

Some members of the Big Lick Big Train
Operators wonder whether we should have sus-
pended meetings for the bad weather months
this year. The weather has been unusually
However, Article V, Section 27 of Murphy’s Law
for Garden Railways states, “Even in the mildest
of winters, any January or February date sched-
uled for a garden railway club meeting is guar-
anteed to produce either an ice storm or 22
inches of snow!” 

Railroad Potpourri
By Ray Myers 

RURAL RETREAT - Last November 3rd an NS
train used the first two mile siding between

Rural Retreat and Crockett for the first time.
Signaled at both ends it is identified as Crockett
on the east end and Duncan on the west end
(Duncan was not the name in this area - at least
in the old days). This an excellent location since
there is but one curve in the 5.2 miles between
the two towns. Also, the area is open with only
minor cuts or fills. It is assumed that the siding
from Rural Retreat west to the apex of the sum-
mit is now obsolete. 

POSITION LIGHT SIGNALS - This type lights
were used only by the Pennsylvania (PRR),
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Norfolk and Western, Lehigh Valley and Long
Island railroads. This was due to PRR influence
through control by stock ownership. All lens
were initially amber except that N&W changed
to green and red about 20 years ago due to
complaints of engineers when facing a bright
sun. NS and Amtrak are in the process of chang-
ing to lights mounted perpendicular. 

ANGLE BRACKETS ON LINESIDE POLES - The
N&W practice of using an angle bracket with one
wire on lineside poles is unique to N&W. I have
never noticed these brackets being used by
another railroad in the 50 states.  

CANNON BALL PASSENGER TRAINS - There
were three CANNON BALL trains with the most
famous being the Wabash Cannon Ball operated
by the Wabash Railroad over the 481 miles
between Detroit and St. Louis. These day time
trains operated as Numbers 1 and 4 with heavy
weight equipment. They carried an Observation
Parlor Car with one drawing room, a dining-
lounge car and chair cars with reclining seats. It
is noted that the words of the popular song by
the same name do coincide completely with
reality. The Long Island Railroad’s Cannon Ball
was a commuter service from the Big Apple to
locations on Long Island. It carried lounge cars
with refreshments for passengers in pin striped
suits with brief cases from the New York financial
district. The Norfolk and Western’s Cannon Ball
(as mentioned in the December, ‘98 Turntable
Times) was a New York-Richmond train that car-
ried Pullmans and coaches for New York via
Petersburg and Richmond’s Broad Street station
for forwarding via the Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac and Pennsylvania Railroads. N&W’s
CANNONBALL had competition from the
Pennsylvania who also provided Pullman and
coach service between Norfolk and New York
City. Their trains were ferried across Chesapeake
Bay to Cape Charles, Virginia from where they

traversed the DELMARVA peninsula to the PRR
mainline at Wilmington, Delaware (225 miles).
PRR did not use the N&W/Virginian Norfolk sta-
tion. 

A Great Train Store 
by Dave Meashey    

My wife and I visited friends in Glen Allen,
near Richmond a couple weeks ago.

During this visit we went to a mall in Richmond
that had a Great Train Store. I believe this store is
part of a chain of similar stores. I visited a store
almost identical to it at Washington, DC’s Union
Station in 1997. I did not remember the name of
the Richmond mall, and could not get it on the
internet, but the Great Train Store’s location was
listed as 1404 N. Parham Road in Richmond.    

A store like this is really fun to look through.
scale of model train from Z to G was in stock.
Track, structures, power packs, and scenery sup-
plies were also in stock. An N scale layout was
featured in a large spherical terrarium. An LGS
circus train ran sedately on a track over the cus-
tomers’ heads. That track exited the store to run
through a fully-scenicked diorama above the
store’s display windows. Another ceiling-sus-
pended #1 gauge track held one of the new
Playmobile radio-controlled battery trains for
customers to try out.    

In addition to model trains, there were
Thomas Tank Engine toys of all descriptions.
Thomas was also present on hats, T-shirts, sleep-
ing bags, and even children’s furniture. There
was a wooden-train layout built on a low table
so the little ones could try out the wooden
Thomas and Brio trains. There were also chil-
dren’s train storybooks and train games.    

The store features railroad theme clocks,
watches, caps, ties, jewelry, and other notions,
though maybe it was not as well-stocked in this

area as our own chapter’s gift shop. nice selec-
tion of railroad books and magazines were also
on Best of all was the video collection. It was
one of the largest selection of titles I’ve ever
seen on one set of shelves.    Regrettably, there
was one drawback. Almost everything being
sold was being sold at the full manufacturers
suggested retail price. That said, it didn’t seem
to be slowing down the sales too much.
Business was brisk. you’re looking for a hard to
find book or video - check our chapter’s gift
shop first. If they can’t get it, then you may want
to try the Great Train Store.

Salt Track Shifter
Internet Excerpts Edited by Harold Castleman

This seems to have become a regular feature of the
Turntable Times as items that may be of interest to Roanoke
Chapter members are culled from various bulletin boards
and message boards on the internet. These items may not
always be totally accurate, hence the name Salt Track
Shifter, since each item should be “taken with a grain of
salt.”

Word is out regarding the new state run
West Virginia Central Railroad running

over the old Western Maryland from Tygart Jct to
Bergoo, via Belington and Elkins. The track was
acquired by the state after CSX, threatened to
abandon the line.

In order to continue to service the few cus-
tomers on the line, the state created West
Virginia Central, a name dating back to at least
the late 1800s with a listing for the West Virginia
Central and Pittsburg Railway in the 1893
Traveler’s Ready Reference Guide. The railroad
originated in Cumberland and ran 131 miles to
Belington with a seven-mile branch to Beverly.

According to the Barbour Democrat, the WVC
has acquired two locomotives for freight and/or
passenger service. One is Roanoke Chapter’s
Alco T-6 switcher which has arrived in Belington,

current “base” of the WVC, following a 3lengthy2
trip from Ninth St. Maintenance Facility.  The sec-
ond locomotive is special to all Western
Maryland fans.  The WVC has been provided
with use of WM BL2 7172, formerly WM No. 82.

Only two engines of this type were rostered
by Western Maryland, and the other, No. 81,
resides at the B&O Railroad Museum in
Baltimore.  Although the article does not specify
where No.7172 came from, it had been stored
at Cass Scenic Railroad until transfer to the South
Branch Valley, the other state-owned railroad.  

Also of interest, the Durbin and Greenbrier
Railroad, which will be providing excursions
over the line, received a British rail bus for use in
excursion service. Track repairs have been taking
place and the construction of a new engine
house was underway at Belington. Operations
should begin sometime in the summer. 

* * *
East Carolina Chapter, operator of the New

Hope Valley Railroad near Raleigh, owners of a
Heisler in kit form for many decades recently
received a grant from Wake County for $50,000.

The chapter’s Heisler is the last one ever built -
the boiler was outshopped by Union Iron Works
in 1936 but wasn’t erected onto the frame until
1941 when the locomotive was sold.

Motivation for the grant was provided by a
surveying/deed situation which effectively cut
the county’s access from a section of aban-
doned grade it wishes to use for a trail. 

The chapter was planning to look over the big
stuff and make some plans and priorities.They
believe they can get the frame, motor and drive
train for the main two truck section working on
two usable trucks for that amount, but probably
not the boiler. Work has already progressed on
rebuilding the appliances.

* * *
Here’s a fun statistic to contemplate. Amtrak
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Norfolk and Western, Lehigh Valley and Long
Island railroads. This was due to PRR influence
through control by stock ownership. All lens
were initially amber except that N&W changed
to green and red about 20 years ago due to
complaints of engineers when facing a bright
sun. NS and Amtrak are in the process of chang-
ing to lights mounted perpendicular. 

ANGLE BRACKETS ON LINESIDE POLES - The
N&W practice of using an angle bracket with one
wire on lineside poles is unique to N&W. I have
never noticed these brackets being used by
another railroad in the 50 states.  

CANNON BALL PASSENGER TRAINS - There
were three CANNON BALL trains with the most
famous being the Wabash Cannon Ball operated
by the Wabash Railroad over the 481 miles
between Detroit and St. Louis. These day time
trains operated as Numbers 1 and 4 with heavy
weight equipment. They carried an Observation
Parlor Car with one drawing room, a dining-
lounge car and chair cars with reclining seats. It
is noted that the words of the popular song by
the same name do coincide completely with
reality. The Long Island Railroad’s Cannon Ball
was a commuter service from the Big Apple to
locations on Long Island. It carried lounge cars
with refreshments for passengers in pin striped
suits with brief cases from the New York financial
district. The Norfolk and Western’s Cannon Ball
(as mentioned in the December, ‘98 Turntable
Times) was a New York-Richmond train that car-
ried Pullmans and coaches for New York via
Petersburg and Richmond’s Broad Street station
for forwarding via the Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac and Pennsylvania Railroads. N&W’s
CANNONBALL had competition from the
Pennsylvania who also provided Pullman and
coach service between Norfolk and New York
City. Their trains were ferried across Chesapeake
Bay to Cape Charles, Virginia from where they

traversed the DELMARVA peninsula to the PRR
mainline at Wilmington, Delaware (225 miles).
PRR did not use the N&W/Virginian Norfolk sta-
tion. 

A Great Train Store 
by Dave Meashey    

My wife and I visited friends in Glen Allen,
near Richmond a couple weeks ago.

During this visit we went to a mall in Richmond
that had a Great Train Store. I believe this store is
part of a chain of similar stores. I visited a store
almost identical to it at Washington, DC’s Union
Station in 1997. I did not remember the name of
the Richmond mall, and could not get it on the
internet, but the Great Train Store’s location was
listed as 1404 N. Parham Road in Richmond.    

A store like this is really fun to look through.
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Track, structures, power packs, and scenery sup-
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through a fully-scenicked diorama above the
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Playmobile radio-controlled battery trains for
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In addition to model trains, there were
Thomas Tank Engine toys of all descriptions.
Thomas was also present on hats, T-shirts, sleep-
ing bags, and even children’s furniture. There
was a wooden-train layout built on a low table
so the little ones could try out the wooden
Thomas and Brio trains. There were also chil-
dren’s train storybooks and train games.    

The store features railroad theme clocks,
watches, caps, ties, jewelry, and other notions,
though maybe it was not as well-stocked in this

area as our own chapter’s gift shop. nice selec-
tion of railroad books and magazines were also
on Best of all was the video collection. It was
one of the largest selection of titles I’ve ever
seen on one set of shelves.    Regrettably, there
was one drawback. Almost everything being
sold was being sold at the full manufacturers
suggested retail price. That said, it didn’t seem
to be slowing down the sales too much.
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This seems to have become a regular feature of the
Turntable Times as items that may be of interest to Roanoke
Chapter members are culled from various bulletin boards
and message boards on the internet. These items may not
always be totally accurate, hence the name Salt Track
Shifter, since each item should be “taken with a grain of
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Word is out regarding the new state run
West Virginia Central Railroad running

over the old Western Maryland from Tygart Jct to
Bergoo, via Belington and Elkins. The track was
acquired by the state after CSX, threatened to
abandon the line.

In order to continue to service the few cus-
tomers on the line, the state created West
Virginia Central, a name dating back to at least
the late 1800s with a listing for the West Virginia
Central and Pittsburg Railway in the 1893
Traveler’s Ready Reference Guide. The railroad
originated in Cumberland and ran 131 miles to
Belington with a seven-mile branch to Beverly.

According to the Barbour Democrat, the WVC
has acquired two locomotives for freight and/or
passenger service. One is Roanoke Chapter’s
Alco T-6 switcher which has arrived in Belington,

current “base” of the WVC, following a 3lengthy2
trip from Ninth St. Maintenance Facility.  The sec-
ond locomotive is special to all Western
Maryland fans.  The WVC has been provided
with use of WM BL2 7172, formerly WM No. 82.

Only two engines of this type were rostered
by Western Maryland, and the other, No. 81,
resides at the B&O Railroad Museum in
Baltimore.  Although the article does not specify
where No.7172 came from, it had been stored
at Cass Scenic Railroad until transfer to the South
Branch Valley, the other state-owned railroad.  

Also of interest, the Durbin and Greenbrier
Railroad, which will be providing excursions
over the line, received a British rail bus for use in
excursion service. Track repairs have been taking
place and the construction of a new engine
house was underway at Belington. Operations
should begin sometime in the summer. 

* * *
East Carolina Chapter, operator of the New

Hope Valley Railroad near Raleigh, owners of a
Heisler in kit form for many decades recently
received a grant from Wake County for $50,000.

The chapter’s Heisler is the last one ever built -
the boiler was outshopped by Union Iron Works
in 1936 but wasn’t erected onto the frame until
1941 when the locomotive was sold.

Motivation for the grant was provided by a
surveying/deed situation which effectively cut
the county’s access from a section of aban-
doned grade it wishes to use for a trail. 

The chapter was planning to look over the big
stuff and make some plans and priorities.They
believe they can get the frame, motor and drive
train for the main two truck section working on
two usable trucks for that amount, but probably
not the boiler. Work has already progressed on
rebuilding the appliances.

* * *
Here’s a fun statistic to contemplate. Amtrak
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has gotten about $31 billion in subsidies over it’s
entire operating life. Expressing that subsidy in
terms of freeway miles adjusted for 1998 dollars
($1 billion buys 28.8 miles of freeway - source
California DOT 1998), we got a whole rail system
for the cost of about 892 miles of freeways.
Sounds like a good deal, huh.

* * *
With recent news about the re-adoption of

“standard” CPR 4-6-4 No. 2816 by the Canadian
Pacific for operation on ceremonial trains, it is
interesting to note another CP Hudson under
restoration in Pennsylvania.  Roanoke Chapter
members will recall former CPR streamlined
Royal Hudson No. 2839, once a member of the
Southern Railway steam stable, is under repair
after years of storage.

It has been adopted by the Keystone Cement
Company, near Allentown, and moved to their
property.  The restoration group, going by the
name Lehigh Valley Scenic Railroad, has access
to the cement company’s machine shop and
heavy equipment when needed.

Thus far, the tender is complete except for
paint, an ultrasound is to be done on the firebox
and boiler, and retubing is to begin soon.
Volunteers are welcome, and more information
is available by calling 610-366-2149 or 610-885-
9174.

* * *
For folks keeping up with railroads in the

movies, keep an eye on CBS television this
spring for “Having Our Say: The Delaney Sisters
First 100 Years” based on a book by the same
title describing the lives of two North Carolina
women. Filming was in January at Salisbury
depot and N.C. Transportation Museum.

Equipment used included SR 2-8-0 542
(dead), NCTM coach 4955 with interior repaint-
ed to a mahogany look and with temporary par-
titions and the museum’s GP9 620 providing

power off screen. The 542 was used because
the museum’s other 2-8-0, No. 604 is getting a
running gear rebuild while Shay 1925 is getting
wheel and piston work.

The 542 is a Southern Class J built in August
1903, smaller than the K-class 2-8-0s 722 and
630. In regular service 542 was based in North
Carolina near Salisbury/Statesville area. There are
photos of it at Spencer!

It was donated to Tanglewood Park near
Winston-Salem in 1954 and traded to Spencer in
1991 for an ex-IC 0-8-0 (now “Southern 1894”).
Current plans at Spencer are to eventually restore
the 542 to operating condition…but don’t look
for it any time in the near future.

The 542 was given a “quick” coat of black over
the exposed parts of the boiler where asbestos
was removed in 1991 while the cab and tender
remained with their weathered look from years
at Tanglewood park.

While still in line for a full operational rebuild,
it lacks for cash with approximately $4800 in her
designated account. NCTM will look for a way in
the next year or so to scrape up another $2000
to do a thorough disassembly and inspection
which should provide an idea of the real cost of
putting her back on the road again. 

Current priority at Spencer is to save the back
shop building, so 542 will go back into storage
after the movie.

* * *
Noted writer Jim Wrinn provides a brief report

from the shop at Spencer: 604: 2-8-0, getting full
running gear and cylinder rebuild via the shop
forces at Spencer and a sizeable contract with
the folks at Great Smoky Mountain Railway; one
new axle,quite a bit of frame work; turning tires
at TVRM fairly soon; she got a flue extension this
year too; should be back on the road May 1.

1925: 3Trk shay, getting front truck work, slide
valve work and general work (lapping and

Museum and Chapter.
We are pleased with our success and our new

facilities. We look forward to adding new mer-
chandise needed to fill the needs  of our cus-
tomers, whether they are a railfan, history enthu-
siast (transportation) or a child looking for a dif-
ferent kind of toy or book.

Please come visit us, you’ll be quite pleased
with what we have done!

Thank You Award!

One of the highlights of our Annual
Banquet on December12th is always the

presentation of our “Thank You” award. The
award is presented to one of our members
(board members are ineligible) who has con-
tributed over and above the cause over time.
This year’s surprised winner was Ellen Arnold.

Ellen has been quite active and and instru-
mental in the operation of the gift shop over the
past number of years. Of course Bill, her hus-
band, is also quite active. We offer our congrat-
ulations and look forward to many more years!

Small Rails - March
by Dave Meashey   

The Roanoke Valley Model Engineers had to
leave their downtown location the third

week in January. Members have continued to
work on refurbishing some of the corner mod-
ules and a short straight module at Rick
Anderson’s house. one corner really looks
rugged. It features a deep cut to take the dou-
ble-track mainline. A rocky mountainside over-
shadows the cut on the inside of the module.
Scenic work continues on the rock faces, then
club members will turn their attention greenery.   

Some members of the Big Lick Big Train
Operators wonder whether we should have sus-
pended meetings for the bad weather months
this year. The weather has been unusually
However, Article V, Section 27 of Murphy’s Law
for Garden Railways states, “Even in the mildest
of winters, any January or February date sched-
uled for a garden railway club meeting is guar-
anteed to produce either an ice storm or 22
inches of snow!” 

Railroad Potpourri
By Ray Myers 

RURAL RETREAT - Last November 3rd an NS
train used the first two mile siding between

Rural Retreat and Crockett for the first time.
Signaled at both ends it is identified as Crockett
on the east end and Duncan on the west end
(Duncan was not the name in this area - at least
in the old days). This an excellent location since
there is but one curve in the 5.2 miles between
the two towns. Also, the area is open with only
minor cuts or fills. It is assumed that the siding
from Rural Retreat west to the apex of the sum-
mit is now obsolete. 

POSITION LIGHT SIGNALS - This type lights
were used only by the Pennsylvania (PRR),
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books and allow children to better view the
transportation toys (including Thomas the
Tank engine) that we have available for their
enjoyment.

As a matter of interest, Roanoke Chapter has
had a continuous operation of a gift shop at
the Museum since 1976. At the former
Museum site in Wasena Park, our volunteers
operated out of our ex-Southern coach No.
1205, retired from operating service. When
the November 1985 flood caused a move to
the present site in the former N&W freight sta-
tion at 303 Norfolk Avenue, our car was moved
to the yard track adjacent to the NS mainline.
Following a successful transition to this location,
in mid-1986 the Museum began an investigation
of their operating of gift shop within the
Museum building itself. From late 1986 to early

1988, the two shops were in operation. The two
shops had insufficient business, the Roanoke
Chapter approached the Museum with the sug-
gestion that we operate the gift shop as an all-
volunteer organization and pay a commission
percentage of our sales back to the Museum.
This contract was consummated on November
15, 1988 and has been successful for both the

repacking valves, tinkering with oiling devices,
etc.), expecting to perform hydrostatic test
March 6; expected to be fire testing March 27-
28 and running on the passenger train starting
April 3-4; will run all of April, then loads up on
a flatcar for a trip to Railfair 99 in Sacramento! 

542: 2-8-0, patiently sitting outside the round-
house in her “Having Our Say” movie coat of
satin black, awaiting her turn; anybody got
about $2000 that will fill out the budget to per-
form a serious exploratory tear down so we can
see what she’ll really cost?

And there’s a nice cosmetic restoration of
CP&L fireless No. 3 that is just about finished and
should be out the last weekend of April!

Book Review
by John Austen

Railroad Stations
by Brian Solomon

published by MetroBooks (an imprint of
Friedman/Fairfax Publishers), 15 West 26th
Street, New York NY 10010; 12-1/2 “ x 10-3/4”,
1998; hardcover; 120pp.; illus. (color); $16.98.

Railroad Stations is a very nicely done survey
of the subject, including history and use,

architecture, and preservation. At first glance
this appears to be a coffee table book, but
closer inspection reveals that it is a useful survey
and introduction to the subject, although in a
popular rather than scholarly style.  It was pre-
pared in consultation with several eminent rail-
road historians, including John Hankey and the
editor of Vintage Rails: John Gruber. The narra-
tive (c. 18,000 words) flows well and is com-
plemented by about 100 photographs, all of
which are in color. Photographic reproduction
is excellent throughout, facilitated by the coat-
ed paper used for this over-sized book (almost
50% larger than 8-1/2” x 11”). Over two dozen

of these are full-page, and several others nearly
so.  In addition seven of the photos fill two
pages each, and ten fill one and extend onto
another page.  All are striking masterpieces of
architectural photography, capturing subtle
moods in some cases, and imposing world-
class features in others.  Most of the stations
depicted are in the United States. 

The book is divided into six chapters, after a
foreword and an introduction.  The Foreword is
entitled “Grand Central Station” and recounts
the author’s initiation into the subject at an early
age, highlighted by a trip with his father to New
York City.

The Introduction considers “The Role of the
Railroad”, including changes in railway travel in
the twentieth century, and the decline of rail
travel in the United States.

Chapter 1, “Down At The Depot”, discusses
the purpose and function of railroad stations.
Chapter 2, “Union Stations”, considers their rea-
son for being, with Joliet, Denver, and Chicago
Union Stations as examples. Chapter 3,
“Terminals”, considers the railroads crown jew-
els, examining train sheds, stub versus through
stations, and other aspects, with Hoboken
Terminal and San Francisco Bay area terminals
(among others) as examples.

Chapter 4, “Classic Stations”, is a wide-ranging
survey of large and small stations ranging from
Baltimore’s Pennsylvania Station to selected
New England stations in Connecticut and
Vermont (and London’s St. Pancreas station,
representing old England), and California sta-
tions: San Diego and Sacramento.  Chapter 5,
“Gone But Not Forgotten”, reminds us that some
of the greatest stations the world has ever seen
are no longer standing. London’s Euston Station,
Philadelphia’s Broad Street Station and of
course New York’s Pennsylvania Station serve as
the examples here.  Chapter 6, “Adaptive

Both: Bill Arnold
Our newly completed gift shop
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Reuse”, provides a closing counterpoint to the
preceding chapter. The book concludes with
the bibliography and list of photo credits shar-
ing a page, followed by the four-page index.  

The book points out that “In their heyday, rail-
road terminals were among a city’s most impos-
ing edifices, ranking with cathedrals, royal
palaces, and capitol buildings.” The succinct
narrative and stunning photographs presented
amply support this claim.  At a price of only
$16.98 for such a well done large hardcover full
color book this is a bargain not to be passed
up.

Mechanical Report
by Ken Miller

Recent good weather has brought about a
great deal of work at our 9th Street

Maintenance Facility on both Saturdays and
Sundays. A good showing of volunteers has
made a lot of work possible. Hopefully, no one
will be left out of the following list: Jerry
Johnson, Wanda Johnson, Rick Lewis, Bill
Sherman, Elbert Miller, Richard Sherman, Bill
Mason, George Stein, Kenneth King, Eddie
Mooneyham, Gary Ballard, Doug André and Ken
Miller. If anyone was left out, please accept my
apologies.

Interior renovation on coach 1827 continues
with window work, window sill replacement,
and interior side wall replacement is now
almost complete, all that remains now is a good
cleaning and some other mechanical work.

Removal of all usable material from wrecked
coach 1829 is still underway, but several able
hands can make this job a lot easier. Removal of
the seat frames to place them in storage is a job
that will require a group of folks to make this big
job a fairly quick one.

In the archive facility, the floor tile has been
completed the material has been moved, for

the fifth time and after Wanda Johnson com-
pletes the job of waxing, finally everything will
be placed in it’s final location!  At long last!
Help is still needed to help assemble shelving
and move books and files to their place.

The biggest job remains, that is to catalogue
all of this material. While tedious at times, this
job will provide the opportunity to see some
very interesting drawings and other material.
See the archive article elsewhere in this issue.

Railcamp

We’re looking for a few good students!
The Roanoke Chapter is looking for

applicants for a trip to Railcamp. The Railcamp
sponsored by the National Park Service and
NRHS at Steamtown in Scranton, PA. This year
there will be two separate sessions, the first is
July 18-24, the second will be July 25-31.

Young people between grades 9 and 12 who
have an in interest in such a camp, modeled
after the popular Spacecamp, will feature rail-
road preservation, railroad operations among
others.

Each session is limited to 24 participants. The
Roanoke Chapter is willing to sponsor a partici-
pant at the camp and is looking for nominations
from our membership. The candidate does
NOT have to be a member, come to the March
or April meeting for more details or contact Bill
Arnold at 389-3217.

Book Review
by Ken Miller

Virginia Railway Depots
by Donald Traser

208 pages, hardbound, illustrated with black
and white photos and drawings. Published by
Old Dominion Chapter NRHS

It has been a long road to get this book pub-
lished, in the works for many years, the wait

debate and controversy over the amount and
types of municipal waste that will be accepted
into the state for the future. So far trucks and
barges seem to be the main focus of attention
for obvious reasons. As most of us know, CSX
and NS transport a lot of the material into the
state. Virginia is second to Pennsylvania in the
acceptance of out of state trash. Ironically, the
residents and their political representatives of
the areas where dumps are located generally
support the dumps since they provide much
needed revenue for services most localities take
for granted. play it safe, when I’m out enjoying
the rail action and someone asks what’s inside
those gray containers, I simply say they’re carry-
ing soil samples for the U.S.D.A. On CSX, they’re
referred to as New Jersey lunchboxes.   

Those of us whom really enjoy this hobby of
railroading know that some railroads receive
more attention in the forms of books, videos,
feature articles for magazines. This was true to a
great degree for the Southern Railway up until a
few years ago. Books that have been published
covering that railroad quickly sell out and
instantly become collectors items. This is not
going to be a book review, but I must report
that if you are at all interested in the Southern
Railway, to any significant degree, you will defi-
nitely want to add to your railroad book library
SOUTHERN RAILWAY IN COLOR Vol. 2 by Alton
Lanier. Volume One was good but it can’t hold
a fusee to this latest edition covering the railway
that Served The South. This is not a book laden
with a lot of heavy technicalities, just good to
great color photos covering a wide variety of
trains pulled by a wide assortment of motive
power to boot. Classy Ps4 Pacifics, little but
well kept yard goats, covered wagons galore
and those majestically handsome tuxedo paint-
ed hood units operating long hood forward as
God intended.

I don’t know about the feelings of those of
you whom receive and read The Turntable
Times, but I personally enjoy reading the series
From The Archives. After all, this is a publication
of The National Railway  l Society.  

Ray Myer’s article, Rural Retreat And The
Railroad, which appeared in the January 1999
Turntable Times, brought back some wonderful
memories. When the Norfolk Southern Steam
Program was still in gear and when steam excur-
sions operated via the Pulaski District of the
Radford Division, the little community of Rural
Retreat was my top priority during a photo
chase. There was just something about that
town with a steam powered locomotive high-
ballin’ a train thru complete with the N&W style
signal in the background.

Splinters from the Board
by Bill Arnold

On Saturday, February 13, the Chapter’s
Gift Shop celebrated their 10th  anniver-

sary of operating their shop inside the Virginia
Museum of Transportation in Roanoke. Actually
the anniversary date was back in November
(1988-1998) but due to most of the past year
was spent preparing and moving (with lots of
help from Chapter volunteers) into new facilities
provided by the Museum (March-November), it
was decided that mid-February was better suit-
ed for a celebration. 

Approximately 50 Chapter Gift Shop volun-
teers, other Chapter members and four previous
Museum Executive Directors—Jim McLain (the
first), Gary Gray, Edwin Watson and Roger
Dalton—were on hand to view the new
expanded facilities and greatly expanded line
of merchandise. By having the additional space,
we have been able to expand and better dis-
play our T-shirt line, provide a separate room for



Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick,

lost a loved one or has a new birth in the fami-
ly, please contact Elizabeth Leedy. Elizabeth is
responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and
can be reached at 389-5274. 

Meeting Notice
The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway

Historical Society will hold its next general
meeting on Thursday, March 18, 1999 at 7:30
pm. The meeting will be at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal
Spring Avenue in Roanoke.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable

Times is Thursday, March 25, 1999. Please send
articles, information and all exchange newslet-
ters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times,
590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, VA 24078-2128.

Meeting Cancellation Policy
The general meeting will be considered can-

celled if any of the following conditions are
met: Roanoke City Schools are closed on the
day of or the day after the meeting, or Virginia
Western night classes are cancelled for the night
of a meeting.

Mixed Freight - March
by Mr. Robin Shavers  

While America’s religious right assembled
allegations against an innocent teletub-

by, yours truly was assembling information for
this month’s MIXED FREIGHT. Fellow columnist
Dave Meashey often reports on an operating
railroad club known as The Big Lick Big Train
Operators. I do not know if that group is classi-
fied as a live steamer group or garden railway. A
co-worker brought me an article found within
the February 1999 issue of the magazine put out
by The American Association for Retired
Persons. It was an article acknowledging the
growing popularity of garden railroading nation-
wide and how it can be the ideal hobby for
retired couples whom wish to share a hobby
that can be very rewarding. For more informa-
tion call 1-800-554-0197 or check out the web-
site at www.gardenrailways.com or
www.lgb.com and www.largescaleonline.com 

Last month I reported on two 30 minute
weekly public TV programs on railroading for us
to enjoy. Ironically the next day after mailing off
the MIXED FREIGHT, I received a multipage
brochure from the folks of Pentrex. They are cur-
rently offering all of the presentations of TRACKS
AHEAD and ALL ABOARD on video. If you’re
interested, give them a call at 1-800-950-9333.  

One of the areas better known model railroad
swap meets and open house will be occurring
on Saturday April 3rd in Greensboro, N.C. at the
former Southern Railway passenger depot locat-
ed at 300 East Washington Street in the heart of
the downtown. Things get rolling at 10:00 a.m.
and continue til 3:00 p.m. For more information
and acquiring a table or tables to sell your
model railroad and railroadiana items, call 336-
668-3642.

Living in Richmond, the heart of Virginia’s law
making and policy setting, I’m in tune to all the
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(This will be an occasional feature in our newsletter, fea-
turing materials out of the Chapter Archive Facility. Please
note that this material is copyrighted and may not be
reproduced without express written permission from the
copyright holder.

by Ken Miller
Virginian Railway Drawing A-0408, 

Dated July 21, 1933

The tiny little West Virginia town of Page was
once a thriving community, home of one of

the largest group of coke ovens in the state. The
Virginian had a engine house, turntable (later a
wye) and a variety of other servicing buildings
there. 

One of the items that was generally supplied
for the engine crews, cabooses and passenger
trains was ice for drinking water. The Virginian
never had air conditioned coaches in the pas-
senger train, only
the business cars
were later afford-
ed such luxury.
Refrigeration was
nowhere nearly as
common in the
early 1930s as it is
today, naturally a
storage area for
the ice was need-
ed. 

One of the relat-
ed companies to
the Virginian was
the Loup Creek
C o l l i e r y .
Obviously a natur-
al was to convert
one of the dozen
or so company
houses to an ice
house. These

houses probably dated to about 1906 or so and
probably were in need of repair by this time,
with the depression the coal business had
slowed and probably one or more of the hous-
es were empty as people went in search of jobs
elsewhere. Not as many people  went on the
welfare roles in those days.

What a darling little model this item makes
and can fit in most any Virginian situation. We
will be offering a variety of other Virginian and
N&W drawings in the near future.

The original drawing was somewhat toned in
it’s printing and was completely redrawn,
exactly as the original. A full size 11” x 17” fold-
ed print can be ordered from the Archives for
only $4 plus $2 shipping. Send your order to 

Attn: Archives Department
Roanoke Chapter NRHS

P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA   24022-1322

Please allow 3 weeks for delivery

NOTE-

NORTH SIDE TRACK
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PAGE, W.VA.

PORCH AND SCALE HOUSE TO BE REMOVED
 AND OUTSIDE OF BUILDING PUT IN GOOD
 REPAIR AND PAINTED TWO COATS OF
 STD VIRGINIAN YELLOW.

Roof To Be Covered with 3 Ply Flexstone Heavy
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has been worth it!  A very readable book with
scores of photos covering most depots within
the state of Virginia.

What a huge task to try to document, in one
form or another, every depot that stood. Many
depots were tiny, existing for only a short peri-
od. The author has done an excellent job of col-
lecting photos of this fascinating depots.
Needless to say some of the photos are rough,
since they may have only existed in snapshot
form of many years past.

The book is divided into chapters, each
focusing on a railroad within the state with that
line covered within. The order is alphabetical
starting with Atlantic and Danville and ending
with Winchester and Western. Utilizing each
road’s logo as part of the design is a nice touch.

Generally the reproduction is good in this
edition and is consistent throughout the book.
Maps of each railroad help locate those more
obscure locations that you may not know exact-

ly where they are. 
Anyone who has an interest in stations and

Virginia in particular should have a copy of this
edition on their shelves.

You can order directly from the Old Dominion
Chapter. Make checks payable to: Old
Dominion Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 8583,
Richmond, VA 23226. The book is $26.95 per
copy add $5 S/H for the first copy, $2 for each
additional. Virginia residents please add 4.5%
state sales tax.

Help Wanted!
Master Mechanic-Full Time Position (Tue-Sat)

with health benefits. Research and manage
restoration projects of transportation equip-
ment, supervise volunteers. Mechanical and
painting experience important. Send letter
detailing experience and 3 references to
Virginia Museum of Transportation, 303 Norfolk
Avenue, Roanoke, VA 24016. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE.

The life of the N&W company photographers was certainly not out taking a train picture, indeed a
look over the negatives shows that less than 15% of everything shot was actually a train, locomo-

tive or car picture. Meetings, personnel, freight claims, personal accidents, property, advertising
department and scenics were all highly represented. One of the advertising department scenes was
this dispaly at Virginia Tech in April of 1954, obviously recruiting for new mechanical engineers.
Negative 5105509. April 23, 1954.

Norfolk and Western Photo, Roanoke Chapter NRHS Archives Collection.

 


