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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

September 4 - Board Meeting
September 20 - General Meeting
October 2 - Board Meeting
October 18 - General Meeting
November 6 - Board Meeting
November 10-11 - Amtrak Excursions
November 15 - Annual Meeting
December 4 - Board Meeting
December 20 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 17 -General Meeting
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway Historical 

Society will be held at the O. Winston Link 
Museum on Thursday, November 15, 2012. 
The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm. At this 
time, we will hold our annual election in 
which four (4) directors will be elected. 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor 
at the Annual Meeting, please be sure you 
have that person’s consent before making a 
nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nominees 
for Directors to be voted on at the November 
Annual Meeting. There are four (4) positions 
to be voted on.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Saturday, 

December 1, 2012. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
 Lightning CAN strike twice. It had been 6409 days since a live 

steam locomotive was seen at this spot. The Southern 630 is arriv-
ing in Roanoke at 4:05 PM on June 24, 2012. In the second lighting 
strike, Chesapeake Western No. 662 is resplendant in fresh paint 
at the Chapter's 9th Street Facility on July 4, 2012. Hard to belive 
that the 662 looking at her today was one of the rust bucket "lost 
engines of Roanoke" in a scrap yard for almost 45 years! 630 photo 
by Kenneth L. Miller, 662 Photo by Lewis Foster.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
September 20, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our October meeting well be held Thursday October 18 at 7:30 
pm. November meeting will be held on Thursday, Nov. 15.

Meeting Notice
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locomotives (N&W, VGN and Interstate) and 
the exhibit car. In spite of the heat, VMT 
had a record breaking day with over 1700 
people attending the one-day event.

Letter From S. R. Winegard Sr.
I recently visited the Chapter’s “Siding” 

at 9th Street and viewed the finished prod-
uct of cosmetically restored Chesapeake 
Western Railway Baldwin engine 662.

It is my desire to pass on accolades to all 
the talented people who did the metal work, 
the electrical wiring, the great job of paint-
ing and lettering, etc.

As one who saw the arrival of the 661, 
662, and the 663 to the Chesapeake Western 
shops in Elkton, VA, in late November and 
in early December 1946, I certainly could 
not imagine seeing one of these engines so 
well restored, and on display at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation for all to see in 
2012.

Seeing this locomotive brings back a lot of 
memories of my close association to the CW. 
My dad was an engineer on that railroad 
and I spent many of my teenage days riding 
with him, both on the CW’s ex-N&W M and 
M-1 class steam engines, and the Baldwins.

I am sure my dad has a great big smile of 
approval as he looks down on the well done 
work on the 662 by a lot of dedicated people 
in the Roanoke Chapter of the National 
Railway Historical Society.

Number 662 - Our Outstanding 
Restoration

By Dorr Tucker and Lewis Foster

Without question, the Chesapeake 
Western 662 is an outstanding exam-

ple of cosmetic restoration. Resplendent in 
striking blue and gray with gold lettering, 
it is a magnificent addition to the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation’s collection of 

locomotives that operated in Virginia. 
We owe a lot to our restoration team for 

many arduous hours spent on this time con-
suming project. Many crafts were required 
in this restoration effort, including exten-
sive metalwork, media blasting, carpentry, 
paint, and lettering. During the restoration, 
as much as 20% of the sheet metal on the 
engine was replaced and many other areas 
were repaired in place. The car body was 
media blasted to bare metal and primer was 
applied before Chris McBride, our profes-
sional painter, applied several layers of the 
classic color scheme. The cab interior was 
removed and rebuilt, using new masonite 
panels for the walls and wood for the floor. 
Electrical wiring was added so that the 
engine could be lit while on display and the 
air system and wheel bearings were refur-
bished for the trip to the museum. S. R. 
Winegard, who grew up in Elkton and rode 
with his CW engineer father on the Baldwin 
diesels, provided many details about the 
engines and was an essential part of the 
restoration effort. Many long evenings were 
spent at the end of the project detailing the 
cab interior. Deluxe gold lettering and strip-
ing was applied which put a fine finishing 
touch on the engine. The chapter would like 
to thank the members of the restoration 
team: Keith Barnett, Fred Boettner, Russell 
Chu, Megan Erickson, Lewis Foster, Gary 
Gray, Landon Gregory, Bill Mason, Tony 
McCray, Ken Miller, Eddie Mooneyham, 
Michael Preston, Rick Rader, Siegie Ritenour, 
Richard Shell, Jeff Shelton, Steve Smith, and 
Wizzy Strom.

Lewis Foster has prepared an article 
on the restoration of the 662 for publica-
tion in the NRHS News that will provide 
more information on this great project and 
photos. We also received coverage in the 
October issue of Trains with 662, 663 and 41 
depicted.
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Wanda L. Troutman, 1935-2012
Jeff Sanders, President

It is with much sadness that I report to 
you the passing of our good friend and 

fellow Chapter member Wanda Troutman, 
who passed away suddenly and unexpect-
edly Saturday, May 12. Wanda was a tireless 
worker for the Chapter for about forty years. 
After joining the Chapter in the early 1970s, 
Wanda served in many capacities, includ-
ing being on the Board of Directors, and 
working as Treasurer for twenty-five years 
from 1982 to 2007. She also worked hard 
on all of our excursion trips, both day and 
multi-day trips, working in food service and, 
later, heading up the First Class service on 
the private cars. She had planned to do the 
same for the trips this year. Very unassum-
ing, Wanda never looked to be in the spot-
light, but her contributions to the Chapter 
were some of the most important. She was 
a willing servant. Her presence will be sadly 
missed by all who knew her, and here con-
tributions to the Chapter will be difficult to 
match. 

Our hearts go out to her family, also 
Chapter members, husband Bernard, son 
and daughter-in-law Bernie and Sherry, and 
grandchildren Christopher and Holly. I ask 
you to please hold the family up in your 
prayers during this difficult time. (Read 
at the General Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter, NRHS, May 17, 2012)

Condolences

Julia O. Akers passed away on August 7. 
She was the mother of member Chuck 

Akers and had been a member for many 
years. Many remember her working with 
the food service on past Chapter excursions. 
Condolences to Chuck and his family.

Board Meeting Summary, July 
10, 2012

By Jeff Sanders, President
Board Attending: Jeff Sanders, Eddie 

Mooneyham, Skip Salmon, Jim Cosby, Bill 
Mason, Carl Jensen, Landon Gregory, Ken 
Miller, Gary Gray. Trip Committee: Paul 
Howell, Elly Wefel, Bill Arnold, Dorr Tucker. 
Also attending: members Percy Wilkins, 
Harold Hunley.

Paul Howell reported that all NS 21st 
Century Steam program trips had car hosts 
from our Chapter. Our Fall Trips were pro-
moted on all NS trains.

Fall trips: Jim Cosby reported that tickets, 
agent instructions and inserts are ready. He 
will handle agent training. Ticket sales will 
begin on August 6, 2012 with the e-flyer and 
USPS mailing going out then. Elly Wefel, 
Walt Alexander and Ken Miller will work on 
publicity with Dorr Tucker. Carl Jensen will 
check on the tour bus market. Bill Arnold is 
working with souvenir sales vendors. Skip 
is working on a Chapter T-shirt for the trips. 
Paul reported 20 volunteers so far.

Financial report is on file for any Chapter 
member upon request.

Mechanical: See Bill Mason’s report in 
file. Eddie will get signed copies of leases 
and insurance certificates for Jim Cosby. 
Gary Gray reported that Taylor Martin 
will cosmetically restore our N&W box car 
#526521 for his Eagle Scout project.

Carl Jensen reported a dues increase with 
National from $36 to $39 a year, and to $40 
for at large members. The Cedar Rapids 
Convention was a “bust” financially. The 
National Office has hired a Public Relations 
person for $6,000. This fall the new board 
of 25 members will meet in Wilmington, 
DE. Carl discussed grants given to Chapter 
Projects. The 2013 Convention will be in 
Alaska in September. National renewals 
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Gathering, Thursday, December 20. We will 
be at the Calvary Baptist Church again that 
evening.

AARPCO Convention Train – The 31 car 
American Association of Private Railroad 
Car Owners special train is scheduled to 
stop overnight in Roanoke (South Yard) 
September 30. After touring the Link 
Museum and VMT, they depart about 1 
PM October 1 for Washington, DC, via 
Front Royal. The train will be coming from 
their convention in Chattanooga, TN. The 
train will go to Tennessee via Lynchburg, 
Salisbury, and Asheville.

The New River Train operates October 20, 
21, 27, and 28. 

 The Spencer/Watauga group is running 
a round trip excursion Saturday, November 
3rd, from Spencer, NC, to Appomattox via 
Lynchburg. On November 4th they go to 
Toccoa, GA, and return.

Amtraks’s only dome car, a former Great 
Northern full length dome, is scheduled 
to operate on the eastbound Cardinal in 
our area October 28, November 4, and 11 
(Sundays). It operates on the westbound 
Cardinal on November 2, 9, and 16 (Fridays).  
The car will operate on the Adirondack 
between Albany, NY, and Montreal, Canada, 
from September 13 and October 21. (Amtrak)

O. Winston Link Museum – Santa by Rail 
is scheduled for December 1, 2012, from 
5:30 to 8 PM at the museum.

2013 NRHS Convention – The latest issue 
of the NRHS News has information on the 
2013 NRHS national convention to be held 
in Alaska in September 2013.

Derailment At Randolph Street
By Joe Fagan, former Leverman, Randolph 

Street Tower

Back before about 1955 trains enroute to 
Winston-Salem, NC, from Roanoke had 

to be switched from the eastbound track 

through 13 crossover to the westbound 
track to be directed to the south through 21 
switch. They then crossed the eastbound 
track to reach the west leg of the wye. 
This move was required because the curve 
was too sharp to handle Y6 engines. Jake 
Brenner had a warehouse on the land that 
the Taubman Art Museum is on now. I guess 
N&W thought a couple of switches would 
be a better deal for the Railroad than buy-
ing the building to realign the track. That 
worked pretty good for the class G and W 
engines but the big Y engines just barely 
made it. One day in the early 1950’s a big 
Y6 came along with a Punkin Vine train and 
the engine crawled off the rails. The yard 
people pulled the train back into the yard 
and then about fifty officials supervised the 
wreck crew rerailing the engine to go back 
to Shaffers Crossing to be inspected. They 
got the track fixed and traffic moving again 
and the yard called the same train the next 
day with the same engine and guess what 
happened – it derailed again on the same 
spot as the day before with the same dam-
age. They bought Jake’s warehouse, fixed the 
curve and there hasn’t been a derailment 
there since. 73s you all!

From Norfolk and Western 
Historical Society, Inc., Archives 
Report, July 22, 2012

On July 7 the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation held a “Party like its 1776” 
event where they rolled out the newly 
repainted N&W SD-45 1776. Joining the party 
was the former Chesapeake Western 662 
following its miraculous restoration by the 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS. The 662 was one of 
the “Lost Locomotives of Roanoke.” Another 
“lost” locomotive, the CW 663 was donated 
to the Roanoke Chapter in return for doing 
a cosmetic restoration of the 662. To add to 
the festivities, NS brought three heritage 



national news when it was stranded at the 
Prince, WV, station for a day before buses 
were able to reach and transport the pas-
sengers to their destinations. The Cardinal 
did not run for a number of days after June 
29th. Amtrak service at Lynchburg was 
affected, too. In the Blue Ridge Chapter 
newsletter, editor and station agent Garland 
Harper describes the storm hitting just as 
the regional train from Boston was arriving, 
a driving wind and wave of dirt and grit, 
forcing people inside the station, which had 
lost power. It sounded as scary as being in 
a tornado. Norfolk Southern and CSX were 
both badly affected.

Amtrak – On July 30 Amtrak began 
using e-tickets instead of paper tick-
ets for all trains. The extension of one 
round trip Northeast Regional train a day 
from Richmond to Norfolk is planned for 
December. Amtrak Thruway bus service on 
two routes begins this fall, connecting the 
Palmetto at Wilson, NC, to Morehead City 
and Wilmington. See www.Amtrak.com for 
more information. 

Pulaski Picture - Back in 1994 following 
our Roanoke-Pulaski-Glade Spring 611 trips 
we donated a photograph to be displayed 
at the newly remodeled Pulaski Norfolk 
and Western Passenger Station that became 
the town museum. The February 1967 
picture, by Dorr Tucker, was of No. 18,The 
Birmingham Special, arriving with snow 
on the ground and Southern Railway E-7 
No. 2917 on the point. Unfortunately, the 
remodeled museum/station was destroyed 
by fire November 17, 2008, along with 
the photo of No. 18. We finally replaced 
the photo in a ceremony when the NS/
TVRM 21st Century Steam Special (with the 
Savannah and Atlanta NS heritage unit sub-
stituting for the 630) ran from Roanoke to 
Bristol on July 7, 2012.

The Timetable
Phase I construction of the Roanoke 

Virginian Railway passenger station is com-
plete. The building (how about that new 
roof!?) looks great. There will be a delay of 
several months, perhaps into 2013, before 
Phase II, the windows and interior, begins. 
A big THANK YOU to the Virginian Station 
Committee, and especially Jim Cosby and 
Skip Salmon. Chapter President Jeff Sanders 
reminds everyone to refer any questions to 
Virginian Station Committee Chairman Jim 
Cosby, phone 989-3198. To avoid confusion, 
he is the only person authorized to provide 
information to the media. See the Board 
Summary for more information on the sta-
tion.

Virginia Museum of Transportation – The 
Chapter plans to operate our Alco T-6, N&W 
# 41, for train rides on Grandparents Day, 
Saturday, September 8, at the museum. Also 
September 22 is Virginian Railway Day at 
the museum. Saturday, December 8, will 
be the Candy Cane Express train rides. See 
www.vmt.org for more information.

Fall Excursions – Roanoke Chapter is spon-
soring main line excursions on November 10 
and 11 to Abingdon/Bristol and Shenandoah/
Luray. Since this is Veterans Day week-
end, the chapter is offering a discount for 
veterans. Volunteers are needed for both 
days – contact Paul M. Howell or sign up at 
Chapter meetings. This is the major fund-
raiser for the Chapter and as such supports 
our mechanical committee work and the 
Virginian Station restoration project. Please 
do your part to help out. Excursion informa-
tion can be found at the Chapter website, 
www.roanokeNRHS.org. Trip flyers are avail-
able from Dorr Tucker – please help promote 
the trips.

Holiday Gathering – Mark your calendars 
for our annual social event, the Holiday 

were down last year 5-7%. Jeff thanked Carl 
for his service as our National Director 
under the previous system.

Virginian Station: The EEE final report is 
in to EPA. Architect Barry Rakes is working 
on a security fence and cameras. There was 
a recent car accident that knocked the front 
support post down between buildings and 
an accident report was made with Roanoke 
Police. G&H is following up with the insur-
ance company of the driver to get repairs 
made. Jim is working on getting Phase II RFP 
approved.

The Board voted that the rose bush at the 
Virginian Station be left “where is, as is.”

Old Business: Dorr Tucker will participate 
in the Blue Ridge Chapter Lynchburg Rail 
Day August 11, 2012 and will promote our 
Fall Trips.

New Business: Jeff will contact AEP regard-
ing wires down at our Franklin Rd. property 
from the recent storms. Chapter member 
Percy Wilkins presented to the Board a pro-
posal concerning a 1945 Alco S1 #5 Diesel 
Switcher locomotive. He would like it to go 
to 9th Street for Chapter use, with financial 
assistance. Gary Gray will work with Percy 
on a proposal for the next Board meeting. 

Board meetings are usually held the first 
Tuesday of each month, 7 PM, in the VMT 
Conference room. Members are welcome.

Membership Report
By Walter Alexander

On June 7th, the Chapter lost former 
member Julia Akers (mother of member 

Chuck Akers.) Julia had been a member for 
many years.

The Chapter would like to welcome new 
members Kevin and Tammy Stanley. They 
bring our membership to a total of 157.

Due to his computer being “hacked”, 
Paul M. Howell has had to change his email 
address. It is now boatered2@verizon.net. 

Paul apologizes to anyone that received a 
“fictitious” email from him.

Per reports from the recent Convention, 
NRHS Headquarters has increased the 
national dues for Regular Members by $3.00 
beginning with the 2013 Dues Invoices to 
be mailed in September or October. Regular 
Members dues will now be $39 National 
plus $18 Chapter, or $57. There is no change 
in Family Member dues structure, so it 
remains $5 National plus $3 Chapter, or $8 
per Family Member. The Dues Invoice will 
now also include provision for paying dues 
to multiple chapters, although I have not 
yet seen that format. Please remember that 
your dues are to be mailed to the Roanoke 
Chapter post office box, and be sure to note 
any additions or corrections on the invoice. 
Because of the dues structure changes, new 
Applications for Membership will be cre-
ated, so destroy any current Applications 
that you have.

Remember that if you want to receive the 
newsletter Turntable Times in color as a 
PDF via email, please email that request to 
me at Terrapin66@cox.net. Your email may 
request to receive TT by both emailed PDF 
and postal mailed black & white hardcopy 
if you prefer. Also, if you want to receive 
other chapters’ newsletters via email attach-
ments, please email your request to me, and 
I’ll set that up for you.

Report Of NRHS Board Of 
Directors Meeting At Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, National 
Convention – June 22, 2012

By Carl Jensen, National Representative

The last Board of Directors (BOD) meeting 
of the old NRHS organizational struc-

ture was held during the 2012 convention 
in Cedar Rapids in June. This is because 
effective with the next BOD meeting in 
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October, the new Bylaws of the Society 
become effective and the new board will 
consist of only 25 persons, instead of the 
160 + members under the old Bylaws. New 
electoral districts were established and 
National Directors elected from within each. 
The former position of National Director has 
been renamed and its organizational respon-
sibilities changed. The position is now called 
Representative to what will be called an 
Advisory Council. This group is supposed 
to be the forum through which members 
and chapters can channel their comments, 
recommendations or disagreements to and 
from the new BOD. It remains to be seen 
how well this will work. Our Chapter has 
designated the undersigned as our new 
Representative.

This last BOD meeting was poorly attend-
ed, in fact it was necessary for the Secretary 
to conduct a roll call to assure a quorum was 
present. (It was, barely). Items either due 
for presentation or carried over from previ-
ous board meetings covering either reports 
or proposed revisions of policy were not 
presented. These included a board motion 
of two years ago instructing officers to pres-
ent a new National Convention Policy. It was 
not even on the agenda.  The annual budget 
was to be reviewed and if necessary revised 
but no discussion was held on this mat-
ter. President Molloy stated the 2011 Audit 
Report is complete, but not presented until a 
technical error was to be corrected. It was to 
be made available to Directors at a later date. 

A summary financial report was distrib-
uted but is of little help in determining the 
real financial condition of the Society, or 
where and how the money of the organiza-
tion is being spent. 

Again in this last dues renewal period for 
2012 there was approximately a 6% loss in 
membership, a trend that has been in place 
for at least the last 5 years. With a diminish-

ing flow of money from dues, and manage-
ment’s continued spending for services 
without apparent effort to reduce expenses 
the financial condition of the Society is 
becoming tight. During the follow up gen-
eral membership meeting held on June 23 
the President alluded to the tight financial 
condition of the organization and noted that 
dues income is less and less able to sustain 
overall operations. While considerable talk 
has come forth from the Chair over the last 
several years about different fund raising 
means, little significant progress has been 
made in this connection.

Elections for the new BOD positions were 
closed August 1. The inclusion of member 
names on the back of ballots was mentioned 
and Secretary Maloney stated the NRHS 
management had no knowledge of how or 
why this happened. He stated the printer 
did this on its own to facilitate mailing in 
a window envelope. Apparently there were 
a number of write-in votes for various posi-
tions, including several offices that had no 
candidates listed. Results are supposed to be 
released by the end of August.

The Cedar Rapids convention will prob-
ably lose money, according to Mr. Molloy. 
The convention was too long – in my opin-
ion – causing many to pass it up because of 
the costs involved in travel and extra hotel 
nights, and additional trips, all of which 
made the overall potential costs too high for 
many. Due to very successful local televi-
sion and press coverage of the convention, 
many local ticket sales were generated, 
reportedly in                             the range 
of $47,000. This pretty much represented 
“found money” to the convention and will 
make a major difference in reducing the 
extent of convention losses. NRHS has not 
had a losing convention for nearly 20 years, 
and never when it was nationally sponsored 
instead of by a local chapter.
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sessions to work on the Virginian portion of 
the archives, he writes a periodic newsletter 
on“Taking 20 with the Brethern,” and he is a 
driving force behind restoring the Virginian 
station in Roanoke. The Golden Arrow is 
presented for writers of the best article in 
The Arrow magazine during the prior year. 
Louis Newton has been writing a series of 
articles continuing his “Rails Remembered” 
series of books on his experiences with the 
railroads. Congratulations to both. (Ron 
Davis)

Blue Ridge Live Steamers - In one of the 
many storms during recent months, our 
friends, the Blue Ridge Live Steamers in 
Burnt Chimney, suffered a tremendous 
amount of damage with a large amount of 
track damaged or destroyed by flooding, 
trees down and wash outs. Fortunately, mas-
ter track builder James Hughes is up to then 
task and steadily working (with help) on 
rebuilding the track.  Almost as a slap in the 
face to the natural disaster, the club suffered 
another set back in mid July, when it was 
discovered that brand new cast aluminum 
switch frogs and switch points had been sto-
len from the site. Now, it seems very unlike-
ly that this is simply a theft for scrap value, 
as it is not that much. Hopefully, the club 
has come together, and are moving forward 
despite the adversity. (Ken Miller)

21st Century Steam – The Chapter partici-
pated with the Norfolk Southern/Tennessee 
Valley Railroad Museum 21st Century Steam 
program trips in late June and early July. 
Chapter car hosts staffed the public June 
24 Winston-Salem to Roanoke trip with the 
TVRM 630 and the July 7 Roanoke to Bristol 
trip with the Savannah and Atlanta NS heri-
tage locomotive. Members also worked the 
NS employee trips to Walton and return on 
June 30 and July 1. The ex-Southern Railway 
630 suffered a hot driver bearing over that 
weekend of extremely hot weather and die-

sels powered the last trips. The engine was 
repaired in time to deadhead to Knoxville, 
TN, for the employee trips there although 
a planned public trip from Knoxville to 
Chattanooga had to be cancelled. Thanks to 
all the Chapter members, Norfolk Southern, 
and TVRM people who went above and 
beyond the call of duty during the extreme 
heat and severe damage from the derecho 
wind storm on June 29. Former Nickel 
Plate Road 765, which belongs to the Fort 
Wayne Railroad Historical Society, was used 
for 21st Century Steam employee trips 
out of Williamson, WV, and on the former 
Conrail. A deadhead move from Harrisburg 
to Pittsburgh up and over Horseshoe Curve 
near Altoona, PA, was the railfan highlight.

Norfolk Southern Heritage Units - On 
July 3rd and 4th, the diesel railfan event 
of the year occurred at the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer, NC. All 
20 of the new Norfolk Southern heritage 
units (10 GE and 10 EMD) posed and parad-
ed for the faithful. While the weather was 
very hot, the fans were not disappointed. 
Thanks again to Norfolk Southern for paint-
ing the units in honor of NS’ 30th anniver-
sary and having the event. As NS CEO Wick 
Moorman said (paraphrased) on July 3rd, 
“I’ve brought back mainline steam, and I’ve 
created all these great heritage units. Now 
my mission is complete.” The 20 heritage 
units are in revenue service, with many 
passing through Roanoke.

June 29th Wind Storm – The June 29th 
derecho wind storm caused massive damage 
in our area. The wind knocked down trees 
and tore off limbs, disrupting power over a 
wide area. In many places half the people 
were without power. The storm affected 
the railroads primarily in two ways – trees 
down across the track, and the longer term 
problem, power out for many days and even 
over a week. The westbound Cardinal made 
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The BOD approved a dues increase of 
$3.00 for members, with no change in the 
family or student rates. Members will be 
receiving 2013 dues statements within the 
next month or so. 

The Heritage Grants Program committee 
awarded a total of $50,000 to 21 recipi-
ent groups spread throughout the US. This 
included 4 NRHS Chapters, as well as several 
other organizations with direct affiliation 
to chapters. In our area, Alexander Chapter 
at Hickory NC has specialized in finding 
and saving narrow gauge equipment from 
various Southeastern sources, and has estab-
lished an excellent record of restoration 
and display. Their award was to fund the 
movement of two narrow gauge cars from 
West Virginia. Our friends at C.P. Huntington 
Chapter also received a grant to cosmetically 
repair and paint their ex-C&O articulated 
2-6-6-2 number 1308. The Grants program 
has been one of the Society’s better activities 
in terms of its purpose and the assistance it 
has provided with over $550,000 in awards 
since its inception in 1991.  

An interim, instead of final, report was 
made by a study committee on a proposed 
creation of and NRHS Executive Director 
Position. This is now supposed to be pre-
sented in October.

NRHS RailCamp programs in Scranton, 
PA and Tacoma, WA were briefly discussed. 
Both were fully enrolled, with 24 campers at 
Scranton and 12 in “RailCamp Northwest” 
Both are now complete, the western version 
wound up August 5 and was very successful. 
Hopefully some changes in these camp pro-
grams to increase the education value will 
be initiated beginning in 2013. This writer 
was privileged to assist as a Counselor at the 
western camp, and will be participating in 
design revisions in future programs.

We will see how the new national organi-
zation is able to function. Meanwhile our 

own Chapter operations will continue to be 
business as usual, and we will “do our own 
thing”.

EDITORS NOTE: We all owe Carl a big 
Thank You for his efforts as our National 
Director and NRHS Regional Vice-President 
for many years, as well as other national 
NRHS duties as such as the Convention 
Committee and RailCamp. We have been 
well represented.

Mixed Freight, Third Quarter
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

By the time you readers read this, summer 
should be winding down and autumn 

should be cranking up seasonwise. Climate 
professionals are predicting a warm autumn. 
Autumn also brings on a plethora of railroad 
related activities from a hobby perspective. 
Please go out and support some of these 
activities, especially the model railroad open 
houses. As I have noted previously, a lot of 
prototype information can be discovered via 
the model railroad events. For those of you 
who have never attended a model railroad 
event, you might be in for a positive sur-
prise. For those of you who have not attend-
ed such an event in many years, you will be 
in for a surprise as the hobby has changed 
quite a bit over the past twenty years thanks 
to modern technology.

I have two notable events to note with 
regards to 2012. This past April marked 25 
years since N&W class A # 1218 returned to 
Roanoke fully restored to operational condi-
tion after a two year $2 million dollar res-
toration at Southern Railway’s Birmingham 
facilities. For me, that event qualifies as 
a fond memory. A powerful storm front 
had invaded a huge portion of the east-
ern seaboard and flooding with downed 
trees almost got the inaugural excursion 
to Bluefield cancelled. Before the train 
departed Roanoke, our own Grace Helmer 

says to me as I walked into the commissary 
car, “Have I got something that I know you 
will want for your collection.” That some-
thing was a limited edition 1218 belt buckle 
shaped like the locomotive’s front number 
plate. I still possess it and wear it.

2012 also marks 25 years since the 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS sponsored the 1987 
National NRHS Convention which was high-
lighted by operating two steam powered 
operating trains from Roanoke to Radford 
side by side for most of the trip. Class J # 
611 powered the conventionee ladened pas-
senger train and Class A No. 1218 towed a 
train of empty N&W coal hoppers. Man, was 
that a sight and sound to behold. The event 
was presented on the 6:30 pm news by one 
of the major TV networks.

This past spring, Amtrak commenced and 
completed the task of cleaning up both Auto 
Train sets and spare cars. The exterior of the 
cars now look brand new. Get your photos 
soon.

The grand opening for the public of High 
Bridge on April 6 was a success to say the 
least. 3,000 plus folks showed up represent-
ing 14 states and the District of Columbia.

On Sunday May 13th early on that morn-
ing, I observed a train load of West Virginia 
head east down the former Virginian. After 
that, my attention focused on the former 
Virginian Railway passenger depot and its 
in progress restoration. When completed, 
that structure will indeed be a real jewel 
for Roanoke. I just imagined the Roanoke 
Chapter holding its monthly meetings there 
and even maybe, excursion trains depart-
ing and returning there at least every now 
and then. I realize parking for patrons will 
have to be worked out. I used my binoculars 
to observe up close areas in accordance to 
the NO TRESPASSING signs. I too was being 
observed by some guy in a white van parked 
in South Yard. Guess he wasn’t used to see-

ing someone like me taking such an interest 
in an old building.

Traveling back to Richmond from Roanoke, 
I usually check out the former Southern 
Railway Montview Yard in Lynchburg. I was 
surprised and elated to discover that the tree 
line that prevented an excellent view of the 
yard from The River Ridge Mall had been 
removed. Now I won’t have to be restricted 
to that little spot of ground where you enter 
the yard next to Red Lobster’s parking lot.

I was talking with a long time railfan asso-
ciate who is employed with the Buckingham 
Branch. I inquired as to how things were 
going with the former Virginia Southern seg-
ment. He informed me, and this was back in 
June, that they were operating one coal train 
every three months to the power plant and 
that was due to a contractual obligation on 
the part of the power plant.

The buzz word I am hearing concerning 
Amtrak trains operating out of Norfolk for 
points north is the service is to commence 
on Pearl Harbor Day, December 7th, 2012.

Less Than Car Load (LCL)
The concrete ties on the former Virginian 

mainline (Whitethorne District) at Kumis 
have been replaced with wooden ties. (Gary 
Price)

After 51 years the East Broad Top Railroad 
in Pennsylvania is not operating this year. 
Whether the narrow gauge steam railroad 
will operate in the future is unknown. www.
ebtrr.com

At the recent Norfolk and Western 
Historical Society convention in Lynchburg, 
VA, two Chapter members were honored, 
Skip Salmon and Louis Newton. The 
Precision Transportation Award is presented 
to persons who perform outstanding service 
and dedication towards preserving the his-
tory of the N&W and Virginian Railways. 
Skip Salmon attends most if not all Archives 
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to observe up close areas in accordance to 
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in South Yard. Guess he wasn’t used to see-

ing someone like me taking such an interest 
in an old building.

Traveling back to Richmond from Roanoke, 
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line that prevented an excellent view of the 
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removed. Now I won’t have to be restricted 
to that little spot of ground where you enter 
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ciate who is employed with the Buckingham 
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ment. He informed me, and this was back in 
June, that they were operating one coal train 
every three months to the power plant and 
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the part of the power plant.

The buzz word I am hearing concerning 
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points north is the service is to commence 
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October, the new Bylaws of the Society 
become effective and the new board will 
consist of only 25 persons, instead of the 
160 + members under the old Bylaws. New 
electoral districts were established and 
National Directors elected from within each. 
The former position of National Director has 
been renamed and its organizational respon-
sibilities changed. The position is now called 
Representative to what will be called an 
Advisory Council. This group is supposed 
to be the forum through which members 
and chapters can channel their comments, 
recommendations or disagreements to and 
from the new BOD. It remains to be seen 
how well this will work. Our Chapter has 
designated the undersigned as our new 
Representative.

This last BOD meeting was poorly attend-
ed, in fact it was necessary for the Secretary 
to conduct a roll call to assure a quorum was 
present. (It was, barely). Items either due 
for presentation or carried over from previ-
ous board meetings covering either reports 
or proposed revisions of policy were not 
presented. These included a board motion 
of two years ago instructing officers to pres-
ent a new National Convention Policy. It was 
not even on the agenda.  The annual budget 
was to be reviewed and if necessary revised 
but no discussion was held on this mat-
ter. President Molloy stated the 2011 Audit 
Report is complete, but not presented until a 
technical error was to be corrected. It was to 
be made available to Directors at a later date. 

A summary financial report was distrib-
uted but is of little help in determining the 
real financial condition of the Society, or 
where and how the money of the organiza-
tion is being spent. 

Again in this last dues renewal period for 
2012 there was approximately a 6% loss in 
membership, a trend that has been in place 
for at least the last 5 years. With a diminish-

ing flow of money from dues, and manage-
ment’s continued spending for services 
without apparent effort to reduce expenses 
the financial condition of the Society is 
becoming tight. During the follow up gen-
eral membership meeting held on June 23 
the President alluded to the tight financial 
condition of the organization and noted that 
dues income is less and less able to sustain 
overall operations. While considerable talk 
has come forth from the Chair over the last 
several years about different fund raising 
means, little significant progress has been 
made in this connection.

Elections for the new BOD positions were 
closed August 1. The inclusion of member 
names on the back of ballots was mentioned 
and Secretary Maloney stated the NRHS 
management had no knowledge of how or 
why this happened. He stated the printer 
did this on its own to facilitate mailing in 
a window envelope. Apparently there were 
a number of write-in votes for various posi-
tions, including several offices that had no 
candidates listed. Results are supposed to be 
released by the end of August.

The Cedar Rapids convention will prob-
ably lose money, according to Mr. Molloy. 
The convention was too long – in my opin-
ion – causing many to pass it up because of 
the costs involved in travel and extra hotel 
nights, and additional trips, all of which 
made the overall potential costs too high for 
many. Due to very successful local televi-
sion and press coverage of the convention, 
many local ticket sales were generated, 
reportedly in                             the range 
of $47,000. This pretty much represented 
“found money” to the convention and will 
make a major difference in reducing the 
extent of convention losses. NRHS has not 
had a losing convention for nearly 20 years, 
and never when it was nationally sponsored 
instead of by a local chapter.
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sessions to work on the Virginian portion of 
the archives, he writes a periodic newsletter 
on“Taking 20 with the Brethern,” and he is a 
driving force behind restoring the Virginian 
station in Roanoke. The Golden Arrow is 
presented for writers of the best article in 
The Arrow magazine during the prior year. 
Louis Newton has been writing a series of 
articles continuing his “Rails Remembered” 
series of books on his experiences with the 
railroads. Congratulations to both. (Ron 
Davis)

Blue Ridge Live Steamers - In one of the 
many storms during recent months, our 
friends, the Blue Ridge Live Steamers in 
Burnt Chimney, suffered a tremendous 
amount of damage with a large amount of 
track damaged or destroyed by flooding, 
trees down and wash outs. Fortunately, mas-
ter track builder James Hughes is up to then 
task and steadily working (with help) on 
rebuilding the track.  Almost as a slap in the 
face to the natural disaster, the club suffered 
another set back in mid July, when it was 
discovered that brand new cast aluminum 
switch frogs and switch points had been sto-
len from the site. Now, it seems very unlike-
ly that this is simply a theft for scrap value, 
as it is not that much. Hopefully, the club 
has come together, and are moving forward 
despite the adversity. (Ken Miller)

21st Century Steam – The Chapter partici-
pated with the Norfolk Southern/Tennessee 
Valley Railroad Museum 21st Century Steam 
program trips in late June and early July. 
Chapter car hosts staffed the public June 
24 Winston-Salem to Roanoke trip with the 
TVRM 630 and the July 7 Roanoke to Bristol 
trip with the Savannah and Atlanta NS heri-
tage locomotive. Members also worked the 
NS employee trips to Walton and return on 
June 30 and July 1. The ex-Southern Railway 
630 suffered a hot driver bearing over that 
weekend of extremely hot weather and die-

sels powered the last trips. The engine was 
repaired in time to deadhead to Knoxville, 
TN, for the employee trips there although 
a planned public trip from Knoxville to 
Chattanooga had to be cancelled. Thanks to 
all the Chapter members, Norfolk Southern, 
and TVRM people who went above and 
beyond the call of duty during the extreme 
heat and severe damage from the derecho 
wind storm on June 29. Former Nickel 
Plate Road 765, which belongs to the Fort 
Wayne Railroad Historical Society, was used 
for 21st Century Steam employee trips 
out of Williamson, WV, and on the former 
Conrail. A deadhead move from Harrisburg 
to Pittsburgh up and over Horseshoe Curve 
near Altoona, PA, was the railfan highlight.

Norfolk Southern Heritage Units - On 
July 3rd and 4th, the diesel railfan event 
of the year occurred at the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer, NC. All 
20 of the new Norfolk Southern heritage 
units (10 GE and 10 EMD) posed and parad-
ed for the faithful. While the weather was 
very hot, the fans were not disappointed. 
Thanks again to Norfolk Southern for paint-
ing the units in honor of NS’ 30th anniver-
sary and having the event. As NS CEO Wick 
Moorman said (paraphrased) on July 3rd, 
“I’ve brought back mainline steam, and I’ve 
created all these great heritage units. Now 
my mission is complete.” The 20 heritage 
units are in revenue service, with many 
passing through Roanoke.

June 29th Wind Storm – The June 29th 
derecho wind storm caused massive damage 
in our area. The wind knocked down trees 
and tore off limbs, disrupting power over a 
wide area. In many places half the people 
were without power. The storm affected 
the railroads primarily in two ways – trees 
down across the track, and the longer term 
problem, power out for many days and even 
over a week. The westbound Cardinal made 



national news when it was stranded at the 
Prince, WV, station for a day before buses 
were able to reach and transport the pas-
sengers to their destinations. The Cardinal 
did not run for a number of days after June 
29th. Amtrak service at Lynchburg was 
affected, too. In the Blue Ridge Chapter 
newsletter, editor and station agent Garland 
Harper describes the storm hitting just as 
the regional train from Boston was arriving, 
a driving wind and wave of dirt and grit, 
forcing people inside the station, which had 
lost power. It sounded as scary as being in 
a tornado. Norfolk Southern and CSX were 
both badly affected.

Amtrak – On July 30 Amtrak began 
using e-tickets instead of paper tick-
ets for all trains. The extension of one 
round trip Northeast Regional train a day 
from Richmond to Norfolk is planned for 
December. Amtrak Thruway bus service on 
two routes begins this fall, connecting the 
Palmetto at Wilson, NC, to Morehead City 
and Wilmington. See www.Amtrak.com for 
more information. 

Pulaski Picture - Back in 1994 following 
our Roanoke-Pulaski-Glade Spring 611 trips 
we donated a photograph to be displayed 
at the newly remodeled Pulaski Norfolk 
and Western Passenger Station that became 
the town museum. The February 1967 
picture, by Dorr Tucker, was of No. 18,The 
Birmingham Special, arriving with snow 
on the ground and Southern Railway E-7 
No. 2917 on the point. Unfortunately, the 
remodeled museum/station was destroyed 
by fire November 17, 2008, along with 
the photo of No. 18. We finally replaced 
the photo in a ceremony when the NS/
TVRM 21st Century Steam Special (with the 
Savannah and Atlanta NS heritage unit sub-
stituting for the 630) ran from Roanoke to 
Bristol on July 7, 2012.

The Timetable
Phase I construction of the Roanoke 

Virginian Railway passenger station is com-
plete. The building (how about that new 
roof!?) looks great. There will be a delay of 
several months, perhaps into 2013, before 
Phase II, the windows and interior, begins. 
A big THANK YOU to the Virginian Station 
Committee, and especially Jim Cosby and 
Skip Salmon. Chapter President Jeff Sanders 
reminds everyone to refer any questions to 
Virginian Station Committee Chairman Jim 
Cosby, phone 989-3198. To avoid confusion, 
he is the only person authorized to provide 
information to the media. See the Board 
Summary for more information on the sta-
tion.

Virginia Museum of Transportation – The 
Chapter plans to operate our Alco T-6, N&W 
# 41, for train rides on Grandparents Day, 
Saturday, September 8, at the museum. Also 
September 22 is Virginian Railway Day at 
the museum. Saturday, December 8, will 
be the Candy Cane Express train rides. See 
www.vmt.org for more information.

Fall Excursions – Roanoke Chapter is spon-
soring main line excursions on November 10 
and 11 to Abingdon/Bristol and Shenandoah/
Luray. Since this is Veterans Day week-
end, the chapter is offering a discount for 
veterans. Volunteers are needed for both 
days – contact Paul M. Howell or sign up at 
Chapter meetings. This is the major fund-
raiser for the Chapter and as such supports 
our mechanical committee work and the 
Virginian Station restoration project. Please 
do your part to help out. Excursion informa-
tion can be found at the Chapter website, 
www.roanokeNRHS.org. Trip flyers are avail-
able from Dorr Tucker – please help promote 
the trips.

Holiday Gathering – Mark your calendars 
for our annual social event, the Holiday 

were down last year 5-7%. Jeff thanked Carl 
for his service as our National Director 
under the previous system.

Virginian Station: The EEE final report is 
in to EPA. Architect Barry Rakes is working 
on a security fence and cameras. There was 
a recent car accident that knocked the front 
support post down between buildings and 
an accident report was made with Roanoke 
Police. G&H is following up with the insur-
ance company of the driver to get repairs 
made. Jim is working on getting Phase II RFP 
approved.

The Board voted that the rose bush at the 
Virginian Station be left “where is, as is.”

Old Business: Dorr Tucker will participate 
in the Blue Ridge Chapter Lynchburg Rail 
Day August 11, 2012 and will promote our 
Fall Trips.

New Business: Jeff will contact AEP regard-
ing wires down at our Franklin Rd. property 
from the recent storms. Chapter member 
Percy Wilkins presented to the Board a pro-
posal concerning a 1945 Alco S1 #5 Diesel 
Switcher locomotive. He would like it to go 
to 9th Street for Chapter use, with financial 
assistance. Gary Gray will work with Percy 
on a proposal for the next Board meeting. 

Board meetings are usually held the first 
Tuesday of each month, 7 PM, in the VMT 
Conference room. Members are welcome.

Membership Report
By Walter Alexander

On June 7th, the Chapter lost former 
member Julia Akers (mother of member 

Chuck Akers.) Julia had been a member for 
many years.

The Chapter would like to welcome new 
members Kevin and Tammy Stanley. They 
bring our membership to a total of 157.

Due to his computer being “hacked”, 
Paul M. Howell has had to change his email 
address. It is now boatered2@verizon.net. 

Paul apologizes to anyone that received a 
“fictitious” email from him.

Per reports from the recent Convention, 
NRHS Headquarters has increased the 
national dues for Regular Members by $3.00 
beginning with the 2013 Dues Invoices to 
be mailed in September or October. Regular 
Members dues will now be $39 National 
plus $18 Chapter, or $57. There is no change 
in Family Member dues structure, so it 
remains $5 National plus $3 Chapter, or $8 
per Family Member. The Dues Invoice will 
now also include provision for paying dues 
to multiple chapters, although I have not 
yet seen that format. Please remember that 
your dues are to be mailed to the Roanoke 
Chapter post office box, and be sure to note 
any additions or corrections on the invoice. 
Because of the dues structure changes, new 
Applications for Membership will be cre-
ated, so destroy any current Applications 
that you have.

Remember that if you want to receive the 
newsletter Turntable Times in color as a 
PDF via email, please email that request to 
me at Terrapin66@cox.net. Your email may 
request to receive TT by both emailed PDF 
and postal mailed black & white hardcopy 
if you prefer. Also, if you want to receive 
other chapters’ newsletters via email attach-
ments, please email your request to me, and 
I’ll set that up for you.

Report Of NRHS Board Of 
Directors Meeting At Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, National 
Convention – June 22, 2012

By Carl Jensen, National Representative

The last Board of Directors (BOD) meeting 
of the old NRHS organizational struc-

ture was held during the 2012 convention 
in Cedar Rapids in June. This is because 
effective with the next BOD meeting in 
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Wanda L. Troutman, 1935-2012
Jeff Sanders, President

It is with much sadness that I report to 
you the passing of our good friend and 

fellow Chapter member Wanda Troutman, 
who passed away suddenly and unexpect-
edly Saturday, May 12. Wanda was a tireless 
worker for the Chapter for about forty years. 
After joining the Chapter in the early 1970s, 
Wanda served in many capacities, includ-
ing being on the Board of Directors, and 
working as Treasurer for twenty-five years 
from 1982 to 2007. She also worked hard 
on all of our excursion trips, both day and 
multi-day trips, working in food service and, 
later, heading up the First Class service on 
the private cars. She had planned to do the 
same for the trips this year. Very unassum-
ing, Wanda never looked to be in the spot-
light, but her contributions to the Chapter 
were some of the most important. She was 
a willing servant. Her presence will be sadly 
missed by all who knew her, and here con-
tributions to the Chapter will be difficult to 
match. 

Our hearts go out to her family, also 
Chapter members, husband Bernard, son 
and daughter-in-law Bernie and Sherry, and 
grandchildren Christopher and Holly. I ask 
you to please hold the family up in your 
prayers during this difficult time. (Read 
at the General Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter, NRHS, May 17, 2012)

Condolences

Julia O. Akers passed away on August 7. 
She was the mother of member Chuck 

Akers and had been a member for many 
years. Many remember her working with 
the food service on past Chapter excursions. 
Condolences to Chuck and his family.

Board Meeting Summary, July 
10, 2012

By Jeff Sanders, President
Board Attending: Jeff Sanders, Eddie 

Mooneyham, Skip Salmon, Jim Cosby, Bill 
Mason, Carl Jensen, Landon Gregory, Ken 
Miller, Gary Gray. Trip Committee: Paul 
Howell, Elly Wefel, Bill Arnold, Dorr Tucker. 
Also attending: members Percy Wilkins, 
Harold Hunley.

Paul Howell reported that all NS 21st 
Century Steam program trips had car hosts 
from our Chapter. Our Fall Trips were pro-
moted on all NS trains.

Fall trips: Jim Cosby reported that tickets, 
agent instructions and inserts are ready. He 
will handle agent training. Ticket sales will 
begin on August 6, 2012 with the e-flyer and 
USPS mailing going out then. Elly Wefel, 
Walt Alexander and Ken Miller will work on 
publicity with Dorr Tucker. Carl Jensen will 
check on the tour bus market. Bill Arnold is 
working with souvenir sales vendors. Skip 
is working on a Chapter T-shirt for the trips. 
Paul reported 20 volunteers so far.

Financial report is on file for any Chapter 
member upon request.

Mechanical: See Bill Mason’s report in 
file. Eddie will get signed copies of leases 
and insurance certificates for Jim Cosby. 
Gary Gray reported that Taylor Martin 
will cosmetically restore our N&W box car 
#526521 for his Eagle Scout project.

Carl Jensen reported a dues increase with 
National from $36 to $39 a year, and to $40 
for at large members. The Cedar Rapids 
Convention was a “bust” financially. The 
National Office has hired a Public Relations 
person for $6,000. This fall the new board 
of 25 members will meet in Wilmington, 
DE. Carl discussed grants given to Chapter 
Projects. The 2013 Convention will be in 
Alaska in September. National renewals 
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Gathering, Thursday, December 20. We will 
be at the Calvary Baptist Church again that 
evening.

AARPCO Convention Train – The 31 car 
American Association of Private Railroad 
Car Owners special train is scheduled to 
stop overnight in Roanoke (South Yard) 
September 30. After touring the Link 
Museum and VMT, they depart about 1 
PM October 1 for Washington, DC, via 
Front Royal. The train will be coming from 
their convention in Chattanooga, TN. The 
train will go to Tennessee via Lynchburg, 
Salisbury, and Asheville.

The New River Train operates October 20, 
21, 27, and 28. 

 The Spencer/Watauga group is running 
a round trip excursion Saturday, November 
3rd, from Spencer, NC, to Appomattox via 
Lynchburg. On November 4th they go to 
Toccoa, GA, and return.

Amtraks’s only dome car, a former Great 
Northern full length dome, is scheduled 
to operate on the eastbound Cardinal in 
our area October 28, November 4, and 11 
(Sundays). It operates on the westbound 
Cardinal on November 2, 9, and 16 (Fridays).  
The car will operate on the Adirondack 
between Albany, NY, and Montreal, Canada, 
from September 13 and October 21. (Amtrak)

O. Winston Link Museum – Santa by Rail 
is scheduled for December 1, 2012, from 
5:30 to 8 PM at the museum.

2013 NRHS Convention – The latest issue 
of the NRHS News has information on the 
2013 NRHS national convention to be held 
in Alaska in September 2013.

Derailment At Randolph Street
By Joe Fagan, former Leverman, Randolph 

Street Tower

Back before about 1955 trains enroute to 
Winston-Salem, NC, from Roanoke had 

to be switched from the eastbound track 

through 13 crossover to the westbound 
track to be directed to the south through 21 
switch. They then crossed the eastbound 
track to reach the west leg of the wye. 
This move was required because the curve 
was too sharp to handle Y6 engines. Jake 
Brenner had a warehouse on the land that 
the Taubman Art Museum is on now. I guess 
N&W thought a couple of switches would 
be a better deal for the Railroad than buy-
ing the building to realign the track. That 
worked pretty good for the class G and W 
engines but the big Y engines just barely 
made it. One day in the early 1950’s a big 
Y6 came along with a Punkin Vine train and 
the engine crawled off the rails. The yard 
people pulled the train back into the yard 
and then about fifty officials supervised the 
wreck crew rerailing the engine to go back 
to Shaffers Crossing to be inspected. They 
got the track fixed and traffic moving again 
and the yard called the same train the next 
day with the same engine and guess what 
happened – it derailed again on the same 
spot as the day before with the same dam-
age. They bought Jake’s warehouse, fixed the 
curve and there hasn’t been a derailment 
there since. 73s you all!

From Norfolk and Western 
Historical Society, Inc., Archives 
Report, July 22, 2012

On July 7 the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation held a “Party like its 1776” 
event where they rolled out the newly 
repainted N&W SD-45 1776. Joining the party 
was the former Chesapeake Western 662 
following its miraculous restoration by the 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS. The 662 was one of 
the “Lost Locomotives of Roanoke.” Another 
“lost” locomotive, the CW 663 was donated 
to the Roanoke Chapter in return for doing 
a cosmetic restoration of the 662. To add to 
the festivities, NS brought three heritage 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

August 3, 2012. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
 Lightning CAN strike twice. It had been 6409 days since a live 

steam locomotive was seen at this spot. The Southern 630 is arriv-
ing in Roanoke at 4:05 PM on June 24, 2012. In the second lighting 
strike, Chesapeake Western No. 662 is resplendant in fresh paint 
at the Chapter's 9th Street Facility on July 4, 2012. Hard to belive 
that the 662 looking at her today was one of the rust bucket "lost 
engines of Roanoke" in a scrap yard for almost 45 years! 630 photo 
by Kenneth L. Miller, 662 Photo by Lewis Foster.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
September 20, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our October meeting well be held Thursday October 18 at 7:30 
pm. November meeting will be held on Thursday, Nov. 15.

Meeting Notice
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locomotives (N&W, VGN and Interstate) and 
the exhibit car. In spite of the heat, VMT 
had a record breaking day with over 1700 
people attending the one-day event.

Letter From S. R. Winegard Sr.
I recently visited the Chapter’s “Siding” 

at 9th Street and viewed the finished prod-
uct of cosmetically restored Chesapeake 
Western Railway Baldwin engine 662.

It is my desire to pass on accolades to all 
the talented people who did the metal work, 
the electrical wiring, the great job of paint-
ing and lettering, etc.

As one who saw the arrival of the 661, 
662, and the 663 to the Chesapeake Western 
shops in Elkton, VA, in late November and 
in early December 1946, I certainly could 
not imagine seeing one of these engines so 
well restored, and on display at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation for all to see in 
2012.

Seeing this locomotive brings back a lot of 
memories of my close association to the CW. 
My dad was an engineer on that railroad 
and I spent many of my teenage days riding 
with him, both on the CW’s ex-N&W M and 
M-1 class steam engines, and the Baldwins.

I am sure my dad has a great big smile of 
approval as he looks down on the well done 
work on the 662 by a lot of dedicated people 
in the Roanoke Chapter of the National 
Railway Historical Society.

Number 662 - Our Outstanding 
Restoration

By Dorr Tucker and Lewis Foster

Without question, the Chesapeake 
Western 662 is an outstanding exam-

ple of cosmetic restoration. Resplendent in 
striking blue and gray with gold lettering, 
it is a magnificent addition to the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation’s collection of 

locomotives that operated in Virginia. 
We owe a lot to our restoration team for 

many arduous hours spent on this time con-
suming project. Many crafts were required 
in this restoration effort, including exten-
sive metalwork, media blasting, carpentry, 
paint, and lettering. During the restoration, 
as much as 20% of the sheet metal on the 
engine was replaced and many other areas 
were repaired in place. The car body was 
media blasted to bare metal and primer was 
applied before Chris McBride, our profes-
sional painter, applied several layers of the 
classic color scheme. The cab interior was 
removed and rebuilt, using new masonite 
panels for the walls and wood for the floor. 
Electrical wiring was added so that the 
engine could be lit while on display and the 
air system and wheel bearings were refur-
bished for the trip to the museum. S. R. 
Winegard, who grew up in Elkton and rode 
with his CW engineer father on the Baldwin 
diesels, provided many details about the 
engines and was an essential part of the 
restoration effort. Many long evenings were 
spent at the end of the project detailing the 
cab interior. Deluxe gold lettering and strip-
ing was applied which put a fine finishing 
touch on the engine. The chapter would like 
to thank the members of the restoration 
team: Keith Barnett, Fred Boettner, Russell 
Chu, Megan Erickson, Lewis Foster, Gary 
Gray, Landon Gregory, Bill Mason, Tony 
McCray, Ken Miller, Eddie Mooneyham, 
Michael Preston, Rick Rader, Siegie Ritenour, 
Richard Shell, Jeff Shelton, Steve Smith, and 
Wizzy Strom.

Lewis Foster has prepared an article 
on the restoration of the 662 for publica-
tion in the NRHS News that will provide 
more information on this great project and 
photos. We also received coverage in the 
October issue of Trains with 662, 663 and 41 
depicted.
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

September 4 - Board Meeting
September 20 - General Meeting
October 2 - Board Meeting
October 18 - General Meeting
November 6 - Board Meeting
November 10-11 - Amtrak Excursions
November 15 - Annual Meeting
December 4 - Board Meeting
December 20 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 17 -General Meeting
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The Official Newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc.

Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway Historical 

Society will be held at the O. Winston Link 
Museum on Thursday, November 15, 2012. 
The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm. At this 
time, we will hold our annual election in 
which four (4) directors will be elected. 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor 
at the Annual Meeting, please be sure you 
have that person’s consent before making a 
nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nominees 
for Directors to be voted on at the November 
Annual Meeting. There are four (4) positions 
to be voted on.


