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moment with the magnificence of a live steam 
working hard in the snow, that moment, at 
least for me, was worth the whole trip. It is a 
bit hard to look at 614 cold, but my memories 
are still warm (as well as really cold!)

Don't Forget…
Be sure to check the website for area activi-

ties that are coming up. A few close at hands 
activities follow:

February 10th, Virginia Museum of 
Transportation's "Thoroughbreds of Steam" 
exhibit, featuring the 611 and recently arrived 
C&O 614.

Join our friends of the C&OHS in Clifton 
Forge on February 26-27 for "George 
Washington's Train Show" check their website, 
www.cohs.org for details that are forthcoming.

Blue Ridge Chapter's Lynchburg Rail Day, 
which is coming up on August 13.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for theMarch/April issue of Turntable Times is 

Monday, February 21, 2011. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P. O. Box 13222, 
Roanoke, VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke 
Chapter via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverhol-
ser@verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken 
Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Another one of those sights most of us thought we'd never see, 

a C&O Class J-3a, 4-8-4 rolling over the trestle at Troutville. It was 
10:03 am on Saturday, January 14, 2011 when Richard D. Shell 
captured the dead-in-tow 614 enroute to Roanoke in this mag-
nificent view. The 614 is headed for display at Virginia Museum 
of Transportation side by side with N&W 611 for a few months, 
before heading back to home rails and display at Clifton Forge. See 
more or Richard's photos elsewhere in thiis issue.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold our January meeting will be Thursday, January 20, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Unfortunately, our Holiday Gathering was postponed due to the 
potential winter weather, we felt it was better to cancel early and 
err on the side of caution. Obviously, we did indeed have winter 
weather, and hazardous conditions prevailed. The decision was 
made Wednesday afternoon, and was posted on our website by 3 
pm that same afternoon, the day prior to the event.

Meeting Notice
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running a bit late, so we turned east to 
meet her down the road. We got to Mount 
Carbon, and plotted out our photo plan, 
there was probably 6-8 inches of snow on 
the ground, and more coming down, but the 

wind was blowing so hard, it was snowing 
sideways. Soon, we forgot the cold, as the 
sound of 614's whistle and exhaust came 
roaring west exploding like a volcano. I 
think all of us stopped breathing for just a 

614 Moves To Roanoke
January 14, 2011 Photos by Richard D. Shell
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Directors and Officers 2011

At the December Board meeting the board 
elected the following officers to lead the 

Chapter during 2011. Please support them 
and the Chapter in all its endeavors during 
the year.

President  ................... Jeff Sanders
Vice President  ........... Eddie Mooneyham 
Secretary  .................... Skip Salmon
Treasurer  ................... Jim Cosby
National Director  ...... Carl Jensen
Director at Large ........ Landon Gregory
Director at Large  ....... Bill Mason
Director at Large ........ Ken Miller
Director at Large ........ Jim Overholser
Our thanks go to all the candidates who 

ran this year.

Mixed Freight 
January-February 2011

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

This might be considered a bit dated 
since it occurred back in early October 

of last year but I feel it is important. 
Congratulations to the Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS for successfully providing a full scale 
train to The 2010 Appomattox Railroad 
Festival. Kudos to everyone who made 
that project a much appreciated reality. Ya 
know folks, it's about time someone put the 
"RAILROAD" into the festival. For years, rail-
fans and non railfans alike have informed 
me not to attend The Appomattox Railroad 
Festival if I was expecting to find a connec-
tion to the railroad to be present in terms of 
railroadiana, displays or even real prototype 
trains period. It's been MANY years since I 
last attended. With the East Broad Top hav-
ing it's Autumn Spectacular the same week-
end and Richmond having a successful 3 day 
folk festival six years running, finding some-
thing to do the second weekend of October 
was and is easy.

Maybe having a full size real train at this 
festival can become a yearly thing. I also 
thought of having a variety of road worthy 
locomotives and rolling stock from the orga-
nizations that comprise The Virginia Rail 
Heritage Region Partnership. For example, 
wouldn't that Nickle Plate Road GP9 from 
the VMT look great with the N&W GP30. It 
wouldn't have to be operable, just spruced 
up for a public appearance. The same could 
be done with that VGN caboose and RF&P 
boxcar. Let's not forget to include the fine 
rolling stock up in Clifton Forge too. This 
could be a way of bringing pieces of the 
Partnership groups to the public and letting 
them know of The Partnership's existence 
and purpose. This is just a personal idea 
and vision. I have no idea of the costs in 
terms of labor, Norfolk Southern compliance 
standards or possible politics between those 
party's that own the equipment and festival 
officials. I personally feel it's an endeavor 
worth investigating and possibly pursuing. 

On Saturday October 30, I journeyed 
southwest to Victoria, Virginia to attend the 
annual Virginian Railway Retirees Reunion. 
This also includes folks like myself who 
never worked for the Virginian but just have 
an interest in that fallen flag. We had a 
turnout of 71 people. The event took place 
at The Victoria Restaurant in the heart of 
downtown Victoria. After the Blessing, Mr. 
Marston welcomed everyone and a report 
was presented of those whom have passed 
on to Glory and those whose health pre-
vented them from attending. Aubrey Wiley's 
new book on The Virginian was discussed 
and copies were available for purchase via 
Greg Elam, the caretaker for the Virginian 
caboose No. 342 located at Victoria. Mr. 
Marston began singing "Life's Railway to 
Heaven." Yours truly joined him as he had 
forgotten some of the words. I learned that 
song many years ago for obvious reasons 
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0, or an ‘eight-wheeler.’  A second later the 
little man said: “Beg your pardon, ma-am, 
but I would like to have the eggs turned 
over.” “Blanket the headlights!” yelled the 
waitress.  Another time a locomotive engi-
neer sat down at the counter and ordered 
“Wheat cakes with coffee.” “Running 
orders,” yelled the waitress. The engi-
neer wanted a “steak well done.” “A hot 
box and have it smoking!” was the cook’s 
orders. Another patron ordered “scrambled 
eggs.” “A wreck on the mainline,” yelled the 
waitress. A brakeman said “let’s see your 
switch list” and the waitress handed him 
a menu. “Give me a couple of battleships, 
a pan of Murphys on the mainline and a 
string of flats on the siding.” The waitress 
listened attentively while she slammed 
around the crockery and Woolworth silver-
ware. The brakeman continued: “Cut the 
cow car off the Java train and switch me a 
couple of life preservers for a consolidation, 
as long as it’s a long drag to the next feed 
tank and you had better fill the auxiliary to 
its full capacity.” Translated into English, he 
might have said: “Give me a couple of pork 
chops, fried potatoes and a side order of 
wheat cakes.  Also a cup of black coffee and 
doughnuts.  Fill the lunch basket, too, it’s a 
long drag to the next hash factory.  Put the 
coffee in the bottom and fill the upper deck 
with sandwiches and pie.”

My father got a bug charge out of this 
“show,” saying “It’s better than seeing 
Laurel and Hardy!” If a waitress had a nice 
figure, the railroaders would say that she 
was “standard gauge.” “She walks with more 
movement than the Baker valve gear on 
a locomotive,” they might say.  The lingo 
seemed nonstop, especially on a cold winter 
Saturday morning. “Gimme a locomotive 
covered with cinders, a couple of switch 
lights in the fog, a string of flats and mug 
o’ Java!“ This was a porterhouse steak cov-

ered with onions, two fried eggs with grease 
poured over them, fried potatoes and a cup 
of coffee.  Most of this old-time slang has 
passed into oblivion.  It also existed in hosts 
of other skilled crafts and professions.

From Cornell Chapter’s, NRHS, Leaky 
Valley via Midwest Rail Scene Report

It's Only a Northern Tale
by Ken Miller

The recent interest in the move of the 
C&O Northern 614 from Port Clinton, 

Pennsylvania to Roanoke via Norfolk 
Southern for a short term display at VMT 
brought to mind a number of Roanoke 
Chapter members had a  fantastic encounter 
with the C&O Northern in a cold January.

The 614 was towed to Roanoke with the 
final leg on the Shenandoah Division occur-
ring on January 13-14, 2011 with arrival at 
its temporary parking spot, just east of the 
passenger station at 10:40 am that Saturday 
morning. The movement seemed to occur 
with no issues, and quickly and safely.

It was twenty-six years and four days prior 
in January 1985 when a group of Chapter 
members met in west Salem with one 
goal in mind: see the 614 in action. Early 
Saturday morning, January 12, 1985, myself, 
Elbert Miller, Jeff Sanders, Richard Shell 
and Dorr Tucker headed out in the dark, 
cold morning, daylight was a long way away 
at our departure time. We first hit snow 
falling at Shawsville, and virtually was in 
snowfall the rest of the day. We headed west 
towards Charleston, sticking to the main 
road, as snow was covering the ground. The 
614 was due to run west from Hinton back 
to Huntington, and we planned to find out 
where she was at Handley. The fellowship 
was fine, but on the radio, weather reports 
were not kind, snow and really cold, record 
cold predicted for that night. 

We learned the 614 was headed west, 



cussed after a proposal is presented by 
Eddie, Carl and Ken. It was suggested that 
a “Siding Search Committee” be considered 
for long term Chapter plans. Work on the 
1118 is progressing. 

Jeff reported that a request has been sub-
mitted to Amtrak for excursions in 2011. 
The Roanoke Rails annual event on May 
14, 2011 (National Train Day) is in planning 
stages, in which we hope to participate.

Skip Salmon, Chapter Secretary, summa-
rized by Jeff Sanders, President.

Holiday Gathering, Part 2

The Chapter's winter gathering, post-
poned from December because of the 

snow, will be held at Calvary Baptist Church 
(corner of Campbell Avenue and 6th Street 
SW) at 6 PM Thursday, February 17. THIS 
IS INSTEAD OF OUR REGULAR MEETING 
THAT NIGHT. Members are invited to bring 
their families or a guest and a covered dish. 
The Chapter will provide place settings, 
drinks, and some food. This is always an 
excellent event and members and guests 
are encouraged to attend. You are invited 
to bring model trains or railroadiana for 
display. The regular meeting cancellation 
policy will apply in the event of inclement 
weather.

Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman, and 
Kathy Overholser request help with setting 
up, beginning at 3 PM on February 17 in the 
church's fellowship hall.

Come join us for an evening of fun and 
good food.

Spring Chapter Trip

The Roanoke Chapter plans to sponsor a 
Spring trip to Washington, DC, similar 

to the one in 2010. It will be open to the 
public. We'll bus to Lynchburg and go by the 
new Regional train to and from Washington, 
with about five hours for sightseeing. The 

date has not been determined but it will be 
a weekday in mid April. More information 
will be available shortly. Jim Cosby will be 
handling the arrangements.

Railroad ‘Greasy Spoons’ Had 
Own Lingo   

The recent article concerning the restau-
rant in Penn Yan brought back memories of 
some of the old “greasy spoons” I remember 
as a youth growing up near the railroad.  
Such restaurants are usually located in com-
munities that were railroad centers and 
junction points.  

One such place was Manchester, between 
Canandaigua and Palmyra, where the Lehigh 
Valley maintained a large classification yard.  
Back in the 1940s, this was a very busy 
railroad yard which also served as a facil-
ity for maintaining steam locomotives.  A 
huge roundhouse was located here as well 
as equipment for icing refrigerated cars that 
carried perishable items such as meat and 
vegetables in the days before mechanical 
refrigeration.  Nearby was located one of 
the these small “Mom and Pop” restaurants 
to cater to the needs of the railroad men.  
My father and I would frequent this place 
(name long since forgotten) while watching 
trains.

Railroaders had all kinds of names for this 
diner - “greasy spoon,” “hash-house,” or, in 
some instances, something even stronger if 
the railroader was a little pickled from too 
much “Green River.”  The railroad restau-
rant was probably the source of more slang 
than most of its counterparts.  After all 
these years I can still recall when a little old 
man came in, sat at the lunch counter and 
ordered ham and eggs.  He looked bewil-
dered when the waitress turned her head 
and hollered to the short order cook: “A 
mogul with two headlights!”  

In railroad technology, a mogul was a 2-6-

which was easy since it was a staple song of 
The Prospect Baptist Church. After our deli-
cious meal, we were invited to the Victoria 
Railroad Park. The highlight was the letter-
ing of one side of the Virginian gondola by 
our own Ken L. Miller. He was only able to 
letter one side due to weather conditions. It 
was a disappointing turnout to the park, just 
five of us plus Greg Elam. The weather was 
sunny, cool and windy. Greg informed us 
that cameras will be installed to monitor it 
as a result of someone scratching words into 
the gondola with a nail or something. The 
caboose was hit by graffiti back in 2009 and 
has since been camera monitored.

The Old Dominion Chapter NRHS con-
tinues to make progress towards its goal of 
opening its Richmond Railroad Museum. We 
are striving for an opening date hopefully 
in January. Please visit the chapter's website 
for updates at www.odcnrhs.org/. Believe 
me, it has been a long and uneasy journey.

There has been a lot of media coverage 
with regards to high speed trains in Virginia 
and other parts of our nation. All of what's 
going on is not positive. HSR does have its 
share of critics. For example, reopening the 
former Seaboard Air Line route from South 
Collier, VA, to Norlina, NC, has some proper-
ty owners concerned about safety in an area 
that has not had a live railroad in nearly 
25 years. From Norlina to Raleigh, the con-
cern is the closing of public grade crossings 
which will cause residents to have to drive 
a more circuitous route versus direct. Some 
critics question the enormous costs involved 
just to shave a few minutes or even an hour 
off of current travel times. They ask if other 
issued facing this nation are more worthy of 
so much capital.

November was national model railroad 
month. I hope you folks got out and patron-
ized the numerous model railroad club open 
houses that occurred even into December. 

As I noted last year, a lot of prototype infor-
mation can be picked up at these events as 
some railfans are model railroaders and vice 
versa.

Ashland, VA, the community that 
promotes itself as "The Center Of The 
Universe" held its Ashland Train Day on 
Saturday November 13th and drew the larg-
est turnout ever in its 8 year history. The 
day was beautiful and unseasonably warm. 
As I tell railfans, this is not an event for the 
serious dyed in the wool train enthusiast. 
It's really geared towards families and folks 
we label as "daisy pickers" during excursion 
trips. All thru out the event they are con-
stantly using the word "cool" with reference 
to trains and railroading period. But come 
Monday morning during their commute to 
work and those flashing lights at the grade 
crossing come to life due to an approaching 
freight more than a mile in length, the word 
cool becomes instantly replaced by words 
that shouldn't be included here.

One thing I've noticed during this Ashland 
Train Day is a reduction of CSX freights. 
Most of them roll thru prior to the festival 
or after. For example, 3 freights rolled thru 
during the festival but between 4:00 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m., 8 passed thru. There was 
even a 2nd Q415. In 2009, only two freights 
appeared. The festival runs from 9:00 a.m. 
til 4:00 p.m. If public safety is a concern of 
CSX during the festival, I don't blame them. 
Some of the behavior I have seen displayed 
by people in downtown Ashland with 
regards to oncoming trains leaves me shak-
ing my head. It's ridiculous what people, 
especially adults, will do to place coins on 
the railhead and then search in vain to find 
the coin. They seem to think the train will 
stop clear of them. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.
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Candy Cane Shifter-Dec. 11

Over 300 passengers enjoyed a yuletide 
treat on our Candy Cane Shifter at 

the Roanoke Industrial Center on Saturday 
December 11.

Operating between 9 am and 4 pm and 
orchestrated by Skip Salmon the train 
crew included Bill Mason, Gary Gray, Gary 
Wood and Harold Hunley among others 
with Percy Wilkins as engineer. As usual 
Eddie Mooneyham and Rick Rader provided 
mechanical logistics

We even flagged 9th St. with Chris Hunley 
and Wizzy Strom stopping traffic for the two 
car extra to pass.

The consist was made up of all Roanoke 
Chapter rolling stock withe GP-30 No. 522 on 
the point, tool car 
1407 and cab No. 
518409 bringing up 
the markers.

It was with much 
joy and delight to 
see the children get-
ting a birds eye view 
from the cupola of 
the bright red ex-
N&W caboose.

The folks who 
rode our 3/4 mile 
shifter and self 
guided yard and 
shop tour with 
steam power under 
restoration must 
have appreciated 
our efforts. They 
left enough change 
in the donation 
pot to cover our 
fuel costs and then 
some. Truly a fun 
day for all. 

Santa rode most 

of the 10 trips and entertained the children 
and adults from all over Virginia. One fam-
ily attended from Savannah GA. We received 
$558.81 in the Contribution jar and a good 
time was had by all. The winner of our 
door prize of a train set from the Rail Yard 
Hobby Shop was Carter Selvey of Roanoke. 
Photo attached shows him shortly after Skip 
Salmon presented the NS train set at him 
home.

Unusual Stuff In The Head End 
Cars

By Joe Fagan

The young telegrapher working the late 
shifts in small town depots had it pretty 

rough at times. When he finished selling 
tickets for the train that was already in the 

Congratulations!

To Norfolk Southern's CEO Wick Moorman 
on being named Railway Age Magazine's 

"Railroader of the Year for 2011. The publica-
tion cited Moorman's leadership in driving 
NS' technological innovation and formation of 
public-private partnerships. The magazine also 
noted the railroad's creation of a battery-pow-
ered, all electric yard locomotive and its com-
pletion of its intermodal Heartland Corridor. 
(AAR Smartbrief via RailwayAge.com, Dec. 9th)

Notes from the December Board 
meeting

The December 8, 2010 Board meeting 
was held at the VMT Conference Room. 

Directors attending were: Jim Cosby, Landon 
Gregory, Bill Mason, Eddie Mooneyham, Jim 
Overholser, Skip Salmon and Jeff Sanders. Trip 
Committee Members attending were: Paul 
Howell, Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman

Announcements included a note of thanks 
from Board member Landon Gregory for cards 
and flowers he received during his during his 
recent heart surgery. He is doing very well. 
Also, the town of Appomattox sent a Thank 
You letter and a donation for our recent par-
ticipation in the Appomattox Historic Rail Day 
celebration. We also received an anonymous 
donation to the Chapter membership aid 
fund. Several members helped at the OWLM 
during their Santa-By-Rail. Jeff thanked Paul 
Howell and Landon Gregory for their help tak-
ing down cones and barricades for that event.

Membership Report of Walt Alexander was 
read by Skip Salmon. Membership stands 
at 172 with 76 members who have not yet 
renewed for 2011.

The annual report of the Chapter will be 
submitted to the SCC in January.

 Jim Overholser, Chairman of this year’s 
Nominating Committee, reported the results 
of the Chapter election of Directors…all same 
as last year. Jim reported that the Committee 

recommends that the Officers stay the same 
for 2011 as 2010. Bill Mason moved to accept 
the nominating committee recommendation 
and keep the same officers on the Board as 
2010 for 2011: President-Jeff Sanders; Vice-
President-Eddie Mooneyham.; Secretary-Skip 
Salmon; Jim Cosby-Treasurer, and Nation 
al Director-Carl Jensen. Second by Landon 
Gregory. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report by Jim Cosby is on file 
and available for any Chapter member upon 
request. 

The Board passed a motion by Eddie 
Mooneyham that we make a donation to two 
organizations which voluntarily helped us out 
on our excursion trips. Star City Striders for 
the use their barricades and their set-up and 
removal each day, and to Roanoke EMS for 
providing EMTs for the fall trips.

A discussion was held regarding the 
operation of our November excursion trips. 
Numerous items were discussed and a num-
ber of ideas were noted for implementation 
for future trips. Jim Cosby estimates a profit 
from our trips this year.

Concerning the Virginian Station Project, 
Jim Cosby reported that environmental con-
tractor EEE of Blacksburg has submitted their 
report on time and it has gone to the City of 
Roanoke for review and will be sent to the 
EPA for review and consideration.

Eddie Mooneyham reported that he and 
Rick Rader have installed an 06D A/C unit 
under the 537, and is in service in Spencer. 
Eddie suggested another unit be applied to 
the 512 in the future. These are Amtrak com-
patible A/C units. Our lease for equipment use 
in Spencer is on “auto-renewal”, Eddie report-
ed. A discussion of which company to use to 
handle the filing of the reporting marks of our 
equipment at the siding left the decision to a 
committee appointed for that item.

Work on the CW 662 is progressing. Amtrak 
certification for a chapter coach will be dis-
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block he had to grab the white and green 
lanterns and order hoops and run for the 
trackside to stop the train. With luck the 
head end car doors would be next to the 
platform. Then the fun began. It was a real 
race to get the mail loaded on the train and 
the inbound mail off. Get that wagon clear 
of the train and head for the baggage and 
express cars and do it all over again. No 
time was built into the schedule because 
it was a flag stop (thus the reason for the 
white and green oil lanterns). No harm done 
to man or machine unless the man fell off 
the wagon (mail/express type) and broke a 
leg.

The exception is where the unusual part 
comes into the picture. Occasionally there 
would be a corpse traveling with an escort, 
getting off the train for an appointment 
with the local undertaker. You had to be 
gentle with the big box or it would tick the 
escort off. But that wasn't too bad except 
when a well-fed passenger was in the box. 
Another shipment of express that came 
along in the springtime was baby chick-
ens. They were shipped in large cardboard 
boxes about three feet square and six inches 
high. The boxes would be filled with newly 
hatched chicks. A few of the chicks would 
be dead and it didn't take long for them 
to start stinking. Those little buggers got 
parked at the far end of the platform down 
wind. Once in a while the bank would ship 
a bag of coins. The only security that I could 
see was that the poke they used was just 
made of a heavier material. The coins were 
so heavy that I suppose the bank didn't 
worry about any one running off with it.

Another exciting shipment was honey-
bees. They came in a fairly small box about 
one cubic foot in size. The queen bee and 
enough worker bees to establish a new hive 
were in it. That was all well and good except 
about every stray bee in the region wanted 

to join the party. About as many frustrated 
bees would be on the outside of the box 
as inside. That was another shipment that 
waited on the consignee to come and get 
it. Life was hardly every dull for the young 
telegrapher. 73s

Cascade Rails 2011 NRHS 
Convention

The 2011 NRHS Convention, Cascade 
Rails 2011, is June 20-26, 2011, in 

Tacoma, Washington and will highlight the 
extensive rail and scenic attractions in that 
part of the Pacific Northwest. The conven-
tion expects to offer some unique mainline 
steam trips as well as some of the unique 
shortline steamers in the area. Seminars 
will feature unique presentations from the 
likes of Doyle McCormack, well known for 
his work on preserving and operating the 
Southern Pacific 4-8-4 number 4449. More 
information and registration information is 
available at the convention website: www.
cascaderails2011.com/.

Train Festival 2011

A large concentration of operating steam 
engines will take place in Rock Island, 

Illinois, between July 21 and 24, 2011. Train 
Festival 2011 will be similar to the last Train 
Festival, held in Owosso, Michigan, in 2009. 
Steam engines expected to attend and pull 
excursions include Fort Wayne Railroad 
Historical Society's Nickel Plate 2-8-4 num-
ber 765, Mr. Henry Posner's Chinese 2-10-2s 
6988 and 7081, and possibly other engines. 
Rock Island is on the Mississippi River and 
a riverboat will offer excursions. Santa Fe 
4-8-4 number 3751's trip to Rock island has 
apparently been cancelled. More informa-
tion is at the festival's website, www.train-
festival2011.com/.

Virginian Station Update

Jim Cosby reports that we are making 
progress on all fronts with the Virginian 

Station Restoration.
While Jim wishes to thank all that have 

helped with this project since its inception 
some nine years ago we want to point out 
what he has done.

Many others including Ken Miller and 
Skip Salmon have put in a tremendous 
amount of work for the station, but at this 
time we want to thank Jim Cosby.

Without his dogged determination and 
patience in handling many obstacles, disap-
pointments and miles of red tape we would 
be nowhere with this project.

The final result for this worthwhile civic 
historical restoration project will be a perma-
nent memorial not only to our efforts but to 
those who made Roanoke what it is today. 

Mixed and Miscellaneous

Good to see senior member Julian Sacks 
on our Danville trip back in November

For many years Julian operated a shoe 
store where our excursion tickets were sold 
back in the 70s & 80s. Julian was an impor-
tant player on our management team, serv-
ing as President of the Chapter and served 
on the board for many years.

Julian was a contemporary of the late 
Joe Austen and the late Bill Carson, both 
former presidents of the Chapter. He now 
lives in Rockville, Maryland, just outside of 
Washington DC.

Chesapeake and Ohio 4-8-4 No. 614 is 
scheduled to be on display at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation starting in early 
February and continuing until late Spring, 
for comparison and contrast the mighty 
Greenbrier will be spotted next to Norfolk 
and Western 4-8-4 611!

Come late spring the mighty C&O 
Northern will be towed to Clifton Forge for 

display at the C&OHS Heritage center.
Don't forget the George Washington train 

show sponsored by the C&OHS in Clifton 
Forge on Saturday February 26 & Sunday the 
27th. Location to be announced.

A Winter Photo Freight Specials event will 
be operated on the Western Maryland Scenic 
on Saturday January 29 and on Sunday the 
30th. The steam powered photo freight 
trains will operate with 10 cars and a cab. To 
accommodate the fans a two car passenger 
train will precede the steam trains letting 
photographers get off at remote locations en 
route.

Interested? Contact Carl Franz at cmfrr@
aol.com or (240)720-8686

RNRH 3305 “Mardi Gras”

Folk recalling the glory days of NORFOLK 
SOUTHERN’s Steam Program will remem-

ber Roanoke NRHS’s beautiful round-end 
lounge observation car “Mardi Gras”. The car 
has been stored at NCTM’s Spencer shops 
in semi-retirement as did not meet Amtrak 
standards. While in Spencer for the recent 
excursions, several Chapter members discov-
ered the car being prepared for a move west. 
Roanoke NRHS has sold the car to Permian 
Basin Railways for excursion service on two 
of their lines. During winter months the 
car will operate on the ARIZONA EASTERN 
RAILWAY’s Copper Spike excursion train 
(www.copperspike.com). During the summer 
months, the car will see service on the SAN 
LUIS & RIO GRANDE RAILROAD (www.colo-
radotrain.com). The SL&RG operates excur-
sions out of Alamosa, CO to Antonito, where 
it connects with the CUMBRES & TOLTEC 
SCENIC RAILROAD. Plans are to repaint 
the car from N&W tuscan red to its original 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL paint scheme

From The Whistle Stop, Watauga Valley 
NRHS.
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block he had to grab the white and green 
lanterns and order hoops and run for the 
trackside to stop the train. With luck the 
head end car doors would be next to the 
platform. Then the fun began. It was a real 
race to get the mail loaded on the train and 
the inbound mail off. Get that wagon clear 
of the train and head for the baggage and 
express cars and do it all over again. No 
time was built into the schedule because 
it was a flag stop (thus the reason for the 
white and green oil lanterns). No harm done 
to man or machine unless the man fell off 
the wagon (mail/express type) and broke a 
leg.

The exception is where the unusual part 
comes into the picture. Occasionally there 
would be a corpse traveling with an escort, 
getting off the train for an appointment 
with the local undertaker. You had to be 
gentle with the big box or it would tick the 
escort off. But that wasn't too bad except 
when a well-fed passenger was in the box. 
Another shipment of express that came 
along in the springtime was baby chick-
ens. They were shipped in large cardboard 
boxes about three feet square and six inches 
high. The boxes would be filled with newly 
hatched chicks. A few of the chicks would 
be dead and it didn't take long for them 
to start stinking. Those little buggers got 
parked at the far end of the platform down 
wind. Once in a while the bank would ship 
a bag of coins. The only security that I could 
see was that the poke they used was just 
made of a heavier material. The coins were 
so heavy that I suppose the bank didn't 
worry about any one running off with it.

Another exciting shipment was honey-
bees. They came in a fairly small box about 
one cubic foot in size. The queen bee and 
enough worker bees to establish a new hive 
were in it. That was all well and good except 
about every stray bee in the region wanted 

to join the party. About as many frustrated 
bees would be on the outside of the box 
as inside. That was another shipment that 
waited on the consignee to come and get 
it. Life was hardly every dull for the young 
telegrapher. 73s

Cascade Rails 2011 NRHS 
Convention

The 2011 NRHS Convention, Cascade 
Rails 2011, is June 20-26, 2011, in 

Tacoma, Washington and will highlight the 
extensive rail and scenic attractions in that 
part of the Pacific Northwest. The conven-
tion expects to offer some unique mainline 
steam trips as well as some of the unique 
shortline steamers in the area. Seminars 
will feature unique presentations from the 
likes of Doyle McCormack, well known for 
his work on preserving and operating the 
Southern Pacific 4-8-4 number 4449. More 
information and registration information is 
available at the convention website: www.
cascaderails2011.com/.

Train Festival 2011

A large concentration of operating steam 
engines will take place in Rock Island, 

Illinois, between July 21 and 24, 2011. Train 
Festival 2011 will be similar to the last Train 
Festival, held in Owosso, Michigan, in 2009. 
Steam engines expected to attend and pull 
excursions include Fort Wayne Railroad 
Historical Society's Nickel Plate 2-8-4 num-
ber 765, Mr. Henry Posner's Chinese 2-10-2s 
6988 and 7081, and possibly other engines. 
Rock Island is on the Mississippi River and 
a riverboat will offer excursions. Santa Fe 
4-8-4 number 3751's trip to Rock island has 
apparently been cancelled. More informa-
tion is at the festival's website, www.train-
festival2011.com/.

Virginian Station Update

Jim Cosby reports that we are making 
progress on all fronts with the Virginian 

Station Restoration.
While Jim wishes to thank all that have 

helped with this project since its inception 
some nine years ago we want to point out 
what he has done.

Many others including Ken Miller and 
Skip Salmon have put in a tremendous 
amount of work for the station, but at this 
time we want to thank Jim Cosby.

Without his dogged determination and 
patience in handling many obstacles, disap-
pointments and miles of red tape we would 
be nowhere with this project.

The final result for this worthwhile civic 
historical restoration project will be a perma-
nent memorial not only to our efforts but to 
those who made Roanoke what it is today. 
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Chesapeake and Ohio 4-8-4 No. 614 is 
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February and continuing until late Spring, 
for comparison and contrast the mighty 
Greenbrier will be spotted next to Norfolk 
and Western 4-8-4 611!

Come late spring the mighty C&O 
Northern will be towed to Clifton Forge for 

display at the C&OHS Heritage center.
Don't forget the George Washington train 

show sponsored by the C&OHS in Clifton 
Forge on Saturday February 26 & Sunday the 
27th. Location to be announced.

A Winter Photo Freight Specials event will 
be operated on the Western Maryland Scenic 
on Saturday January 29 and on Sunday the 
30th. The steam powered photo freight 
trains will operate with 10 cars and a cab. To 
accommodate the fans a two car passenger 
train will precede the steam trains letting 
photographers get off at remote locations en 
route.

Interested? Contact Carl Franz at cmfrr@
aol.com or (240)720-8686

RNRH 3305 “Mardi Gras”

Folk recalling the glory days of NORFOLK 
SOUTHERN’s Steam Program will remem-

ber Roanoke NRHS’s beautiful round-end 
lounge observation car “Mardi Gras”. The car 
has been stored at NCTM’s Spencer shops 
in semi-retirement as did not meet Amtrak 
standards. While in Spencer for the recent 
excursions, several Chapter members discov-
ered the car being prepared for a move west. 
Roanoke NRHS has sold the car to Permian 
Basin Railways for excursion service on two 
of their lines. During winter months the 
car will operate on the ARIZONA EASTERN 
RAILWAY’s Copper Spike excursion train 
(www.copperspike.com). During the summer 
months, the car will see service on the SAN 
LUIS & RIO GRANDE RAILROAD (www.colo-
radotrain.com). The SL&RG operates excur-
sions out of Alamosa, CO to Antonito, where 
it connects with the CUMBRES & TOLTEC 
SCENIC RAILROAD. Plans are to repaint 
the car from N&W tuscan red to its original 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL paint scheme

From The Whistle Stop, Watauga Valley 
NRHS.
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Candy Cane Shifter-Dec. 11

Over 300 passengers enjoyed a yuletide 
treat on our Candy Cane Shifter at 

the Roanoke Industrial Center on Saturday 
December 11.

Operating between 9 am and 4 pm and 
orchestrated by Skip Salmon the train 
crew included Bill Mason, Gary Gray, Gary 
Wood and Harold Hunley among others 
with Percy Wilkins as engineer. As usual 
Eddie Mooneyham and Rick Rader provided 
mechanical logistics

We even flagged 9th St. with Chris Hunley 
and Wizzy Strom stopping traffic for the two 
car extra to pass.

The consist was made up of all Roanoke 
Chapter rolling stock withe GP-30 No. 522 on 
the point, tool car 
1407 and cab No. 
518409 bringing up 
the markers.

It was with much 
joy and delight to 
see the children get-
ting a birds eye view 
from the cupola of 
the bright red ex-
N&W caboose.

The folks who 
rode our 3/4 mile 
shifter and self 
guided yard and 
shop tour with 
steam power under 
restoration must 
have appreciated 
our efforts. They 
left enough change 
in the donation 
pot to cover our 
fuel costs and then 
some. Truly a fun 
day for all. 

Santa rode most 

of the 10 trips and entertained the children 
and adults from all over Virginia. One fam-
ily attended from Savannah GA. We received 
$558.81 in the Contribution jar and a good 
time was had by all. The winner of our 
door prize of a train set from the Rail Yard 
Hobby Shop was Carter Selvey of Roanoke. 
Photo attached shows him shortly after Skip 
Salmon presented the NS train set at him 
home.

Unusual Stuff In The Head End 
Cars

By Joe Fagan

The young telegrapher working the late 
shifts in small town depots had it pretty 

rough at times. When he finished selling 
tickets for the train that was already in the 

Congratulations!

To Norfolk Southern's CEO Wick Moorman 
on being named Railway Age Magazine's 

"Railroader of the Year for 2011. The publica-
tion cited Moorman's leadership in driving 
NS' technological innovation and formation of 
public-private partnerships. The magazine also 
noted the railroad's creation of a battery-pow-
ered, all electric yard locomotive and its com-
pletion of its intermodal Heartland Corridor. 
(AAR Smartbrief via RailwayAge.com, Dec. 9th)

Notes from the December Board 
meeting

The December 8, 2010 Board meeting 
was held at the VMT Conference Room. 

Directors attending were: Jim Cosby, Landon 
Gregory, Bill Mason, Eddie Mooneyham, Jim 
Overholser, Skip Salmon and Jeff Sanders. Trip 
Committee Members attending were: Paul 
Howell, Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman

Announcements included a note of thanks 
from Board member Landon Gregory for cards 
and flowers he received during his during his 
recent heart surgery. He is doing very well. 
Also, the town of Appomattox sent a Thank 
You letter and a donation for our recent par-
ticipation in the Appomattox Historic Rail Day 
celebration. We also received an anonymous 
donation to the Chapter membership aid 
fund. Several members helped at the OWLM 
during their Santa-By-Rail. Jeff thanked Paul 
Howell and Landon Gregory for their help tak-
ing down cones and barricades for that event.

Membership Report of Walt Alexander was 
read by Skip Salmon. Membership stands 
at 172 with 76 members who have not yet 
renewed for 2011.

The annual report of the Chapter will be 
submitted to the SCC in January.

 Jim Overholser, Chairman of this year’s 
Nominating Committee, reported the results 
of the Chapter election of Directors…all same 
as last year. Jim reported that the Committee 

recommends that the Officers stay the same 
for 2011 as 2010. Bill Mason moved to accept 
the nominating committee recommendation 
and keep the same officers on the Board as 
2010 for 2011: President-Jeff Sanders; Vice-
President-Eddie Mooneyham.; Secretary-Skip 
Salmon; Jim Cosby-Treasurer, and Nation 
al Director-Carl Jensen. Second by Landon 
Gregory. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report by Jim Cosby is on file 
and available for any Chapter member upon 
request. 

The Board passed a motion by Eddie 
Mooneyham that we make a donation to two 
organizations which voluntarily helped us out 
on our excursion trips. Star City Striders for 
the use their barricades and their set-up and 
removal each day, and to Roanoke EMS for 
providing EMTs for the fall trips.

A discussion was held regarding the 
operation of our November excursion trips. 
Numerous items were discussed and a num-
ber of ideas were noted for implementation 
for future trips. Jim Cosby estimates a profit 
from our trips this year.

Concerning the Virginian Station Project, 
Jim Cosby reported that environmental con-
tractor EEE of Blacksburg has submitted their 
report on time and it has gone to the City of 
Roanoke for review and will be sent to the 
EPA for review and consideration.

Eddie Mooneyham reported that he and 
Rick Rader have installed an 06D A/C unit 
under the 537, and is in service in Spencer. 
Eddie suggested another unit be applied to 
the 512 in the future. These are Amtrak com-
patible A/C units. Our lease for equipment use 
in Spencer is on “auto-renewal”, Eddie report-
ed. A discussion of which company to use to 
handle the filing of the reporting marks of our 
equipment at the siding left the decision to a 
committee appointed for that item.

Work on the CW 662 is progressing. Amtrak 
certification for a chapter coach will be dis-



cussed after a proposal is presented by 
Eddie, Carl and Ken. It was suggested that 
a “Siding Search Committee” be considered 
for long term Chapter plans. Work on the 
1118 is progressing. 

Jeff reported that a request has been sub-
mitted to Amtrak for excursions in 2011. 
The Roanoke Rails annual event on May 
14, 2011 (National Train Day) is in planning 
stages, in which we hope to participate.

Skip Salmon, Chapter Secretary, summa-
rized by Jeff Sanders, President.

Holiday Gathering, Part 2

The Chapter's winter gathering, post-
poned from December because of the 

snow, will be held at Calvary Baptist Church 
(corner of Campbell Avenue and 6th Street 
SW) at 6 PM Thursday, February 17. THIS 
IS INSTEAD OF OUR REGULAR MEETING 
THAT NIGHT. Members are invited to bring 
their families or a guest and a covered dish. 
The Chapter will provide place settings, 
drinks, and some food. This is always an 
excellent event and members and guests 
are encouraged to attend. You are invited 
to bring model trains or railroadiana for 
display. The regular meeting cancellation 
policy will apply in the event of inclement 
weather.

Bonnie Molinary, Wanda Troutman, and 
Kathy Overholser request help with setting 
up, beginning at 3 PM on February 17 in the 
church's fellowship hall.

Come join us for an evening of fun and 
good food.

Spring Chapter Trip

The Roanoke Chapter plans to sponsor a 
Spring trip to Washington, DC, similar 

to the one in 2010. It will be open to the 
public. We'll bus to Lynchburg and go by the 
new Regional train to and from Washington, 
with about five hours for sightseeing. The 

date has not been determined but it will be 
a weekday in mid April. More information 
will be available shortly. Jim Cosby will be 
handling the arrangements.

Railroad ‘Greasy Spoons’ Had 
Own Lingo   

The recent article concerning the restau-
rant in Penn Yan brought back memories of 
some of the old “greasy spoons” I remember 
as a youth growing up near the railroad.  
Such restaurants are usually located in com-
munities that were railroad centers and 
junction points.  

One such place was Manchester, between 
Canandaigua and Palmyra, where the Lehigh 
Valley maintained a large classification yard.  
Back in the 1940s, this was a very busy 
railroad yard which also served as a facil-
ity for maintaining steam locomotives.  A 
huge roundhouse was located here as well 
as equipment for icing refrigerated cars that 
carried perishable items such as meat and 
vegetables in the days before mechanical 
refrigeration.  Nearby was located one of 
the these small “Mom and Pop” restaurants 
to cater to the needs of the railroad men.  
My father and I would frequent this place 
(name long since forgotten) while watching 
trains.

Railroaders had all kinds of names for this 
diner - “greasy spoon,” “hash-house,” or, in 
some instances, something even stronger if 
the railroader was a little pickled from too 
much “Green River.”  The railroad restau-
rant was probably the source of more slang 
than most of its counterparts.  After all 
these years I can still recall when a little old 
man came in, sat at the lunch counter and 
ordered ham and eggs.  He looked bewil-
dered when the waitress turned her head 
and hollered to the short order cook: “A 
mogul with two headlights!”  

In railroad technology, a mogul was a 2-6-

which was easy since it was a staple song of 
The Prospect Baptist Church. After our deli-
cious meal, we were invited to the Victoria 
Railroad Park. The highlight was the letter-
ing of one side of the Virginian gondola by 
our own Ken L. Miller. He was only able to 
letter one side due to weather conditions. It 
was a disappointing turnout to the park, just 
five of us plus Greg Elam. The weather was 
sunny, cool and windy. Greg informed us 
that cameras will be installed to monitor it 
as a result of someone scratching words into 
the gondola with a nail or something. The 
caboose was hit by graffiti back in 2009 and 
has since been camera monitored.

The Old Dominion Chapter NRHS con-
tinues to make progress towards its goal of 
opening its Richmond Railroad Museum. We 
are striving for an opening date hopefully 
in January. Please visit the chapter's website 
for updates at www.odcnrhs.org/. Believe 
me, it has been a long and uneasy journey.

There has been a lot of media coverage 
with regards to high speed trains in Virginia 
and other parts of our nation. All of what's 
going on is not positive. HSR does have its 
share of critics. For example, reopening the 
former Seaboard Air Line route from South 
Collier, VA, to Norlina, NC, has some proper-
ty owners concerned about safety in an area 
that has not had a live railroad in nearly 
25 years. From Norlina to Raleigh, the con-
cern is the closing of public grade crossings 
which will cause residents to have to drive 
a more circuitous route versus direct. Some 
critics question the enormous costs involved 
just to shave a few minutes or even an hour 
off of current travel times. They ask if other 
issued facing this nation are more worthy of 
so much capital.

November was national model railroad 
month. I hope you folks got out and patron-
ized the numerous model railroad club open 
houses that occurred even into December. 

As I noted last year, a lot of prototype infor-
mation can be picked up at these events as 
some railfans are model railroaders and vice 
versa.

Ashland, VA, the community that 
promotes itself as "The Center Of The 
Universe" held its Ashland Train Day on 
Saturday November 13th and drew the larg-
est turnout ever in its 8 year history. The 
day was beautiful and unseasonably warm. 
As I tell railfans, this is not an event for the 
serious dyed in the wool train enthusiast. 
It's really geared towards families and folks 
we label as "daisy pickers" during excursion 
trips. All thru out the event they are con-
stantly using the word "cool" with reference 
to trains and railroading period. But come 
Monday morning during their commute to 
work and those flashing lights at the grade 
crossing come to life due to an approaching 
freight more than a mile in length, the word 
cool becomes instantly replaced by words 
that shouldn't be included here.

One thing I've noticed during this Ashland 
Train Day is a reduction of CSX freights. 
Most of them roll thru prior to the festival 
or after. For example, 3 freights rolled thru 
during the festival but between 4:00 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m., 8 passed thru. There was 
even a 2nd Q415. In 2009, only two freights 
appeared. The festival runs from 9:00 a.m. 
til 4:00 p.m. If public safety is a concern of 
CSX during the festival, I don't blame them. 
Some of the behavior I have seen displayed 
by people in downtown Ashland with 
regards to oncoming trains leaves me shak-
ing my head. It's ridiculous what people, 
especially adults, will do to place coins on 
the railhead and then search in vain to find 
the coin. They seem to think the train will 
stop clear of them. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.
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Directors and Officers 2011

At the December Board meeting the board 
elected the following officers to lead the 

Chapter during 2011. Please support them 
and the Chapter in all its endeavors during 
the year.

President  ................... Jeff Sanders
Vice President  ........... Eddie Mooneyham 
Secretary  .................... Skip Salmon
Treasurer  ................... Jim Cosby
National Director  ...... Carl Jensen
Director at Large ........ Landon Gregory
Director at Large  ....... Bill Mason
Director at Large ........ Ken Miller
Director at Large ........ Jim Overholser
Our thanks go to all the candidates who 

ran this year.

Mixed Freight 
January-February 2011

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

This might be considered a bit dated 
since it occurred back in early October 

of last year but I feel it is important. 
Congratulations to the Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS for successfully providing a full scale 
train to The 2010 Appomattox Railroad 
Festival. Kudos to everyone who made 
that project a much appreciated reality. Ya 
know folks, it's about time someone put the 
"RAILROAD" into the festival. For years, rail-
fans and non railfans alike have informed 
me not to attend The Appomattox Railroad 
Festival if I was expecting to find a connec-
tion to the railroad to be present in terms of 
railroadiana, displays or even real prototype 
trains period. It's been MANY years since I 
last attended. With the East Broad Top hav-
ing it's Autumn Spectacular the same week-
end and Richmond having a successful 3 day 
folk festival six years running, finding some-
thing to do the second weekend of October 
was and is easy.

Maybe having a full size real train at this 
festival can become a yearly thing. I also 
thought of having a variety of road worthy 
locomotives and rolling stock from the orga-
nizations that comprise The Virginia Rail 
Heritage Region Partnership. For example, 
wouldn't that Nickle Plate Road GP9 from 
the VMT look great with the N&W GP30. It 
wouldn't have to be operable, just spruced 
up for a public appearance. The same could 
be done with that VGN caboose and RF&P 
boxcar. Let's not forget to include the fine 
rolling stock up in Clifton Forge too. This 
could be a way of bringing pieces of the 
Partnership groups to the public and letting 
them know of The Partnership's existence 
and purpose. This is just a personal idea 
and vision. I have no idea of the costs in 
terms of labor, Norfolk Southern compliance 
standards or possible politics between those 
party's that own the equipment and festival 
officials. I personally feel it's an endeavor 
worth investigating and possibly pursuing. 

On Saturday October 30, I journeyed 
southwest to Victoria, Virginia to attend the 
annual Virginian Railway Retirees Reunion. 
This also includes folks like myself who 
never worked for the Virginian but just have 
an interest in that fallen flag. We had a 
turnout of 71 people. The event took place 
at The Victoria Restaurant in the heart of 
downtown Victoria. After the Blessing, Mr. 
Marston welcomed everyone and a report 
was presented of those whom have passed 
on to Glory and those whose health pre-
vented them from attending. Aubrey Wiley's 
new book on The Virginian was discussed 
and copies were available for purchase via 
Greg Elam, the caretaker for the Virginian 
caboose No. 342 located at Victoria. Mr. 
Marston began singing "Life's Railway to 
Heaven." Yours truly joined him as he had 
forgotten some of the words. I learned that 
song many years ago for obvious reasons 
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0, or an ‘eight-wheeler.’  A second later the 
little man said: “Beg your pardon, ma-am, 
but I would like to have the eggs turned 
over.” “Blanket the headlights!” yelled the 
waitress.  Another time a locomotive engi-
neer sat down at the counter and ordered 
“Wheat cakes with coffee.” “Running 
orders,” yelled the waitress. The engi-
neer wanted a “steak well done.” “A hot 
box and have it smoking!” was the cook’s 
orders. Another patron ordered “scrambled 
eggs.” “A wreck on the mainline,” yelled the 
waitress. A brakeman said “let’s see your 
switch list” and the waitress handed him 
a menu. “Give me a couple of battleships, 
a pan of Murphys on the mainline and a 
string of flats on the siding.” The waitress 
listened attentively while she slammed 
around the crockery and Woolworth silver-
ware. The brakeman continued: “Cut the 
cow car off the Java train and switch me a 
couple of life preservers for a consolidation, 
as long as it’s a long drag to the next feed 
tank and you had better fill the auxiliary to 
its full capacity.” Translated into English, he 
might have said: “Give me a couple of pork 
chops, fried potatoes and a side order of 
wheat cakes.  Also a cup of black coffee and 
doughnuts.  Fill the lunch basket, too, it’s a 
long drag to the next hash factory.  Put the 
coffee in the bottom and fill the upper deck 
with sandwiches and pie.”

My father got a bug charge out of this 
“show,” saying “It’s better than seeing 
Laurel and Hardy!” If a waitress had a nice 
figure, the railroaders would say that she 
was “standard gauge.” “She walks with more 
movement than the Baker valve gear on 
a locomotive,” they might say.  The lingo 
seemed nonstop, especially on a cold winter 
Saturday morning. “Gimme a locomotive 
covered with cinders, a couple of switch 
lights in the fog, a string of flats and mug 
o’ Java!“ This was a porterhouse steak cov-

ered with onions, two fried eggs with grease 
poured over them, fried potatoes and a cup 
of coffee.  Most of this old-time slang has 
passed into oblivion.  It also existed in hosts 
of other skilled crafts and professions.

From Cornell Chapter’s, NRHS, Leaky 
Valley via Midwest Rail Scene Report

It's Only a Northern Tale
by Ken Miller

The recent interest in the move of the 
C&O Northern 614 from Port Clinton, 

Pennsylvania to Roanoke via Norfolk 
Southern for a short term display at VMT 
brought to mind a number of Roanoke 
Chapter members had a  fantastic encounter 
with the C&O Northern in a cold January.

The 614 was towed to Roanoke with the 
final leg on the Shenandoah Division occur-
ring on January 13-14, 2011 with arrival at 
its temporary parking spot, just east of the 
passenger station at 10:40 am that Saturday 
morning. The movement seemed to occur 
with no issues, and quickly and safely.

It was twenty-six years and four days prior 
in January 1985 when a group of Chapter 
members met in west Salem with one 
goal in mind: see the 614 in action. Early 
Saturday morning, January 12, 1985, myself, 
Elbert Miller, Jeff Sanders, Richard Shell 
and Dorr Tucker headed out in the dark, 
cold morning, daylight was a long way away 
at our departure time. We first hit snow 
falling at Shawsville, and virtually was in 
snowfall the rest of the day. We headed west 
towards Charleston, sticking to the main 
road, as snow was covering the ground. The 
614 was due to run west from Hinton back 
to Huntington, and we planned to find out 
where she was at Handley. The fellowship 
was fine, but on the radio, weather reports 
were not kind, snow and really cold, record 
cold predicted for that night. 

We learned the 614 was headed west, 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for theMarch/April issue of Turntable Times is 

Monday, February 21, 2011. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P. O. Box 13222, 
Roanoke, VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke 
Chapter via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverhol-
ser@verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken 
Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Another one of those sights most of us thought we'd never see, 

a C&O Class J-3a, 4-8-4 rolling over the trestle at Troutville. It was 
10:03 am on Saturday, January 14, 2011 when Richard D. Shell 
captured the dead-in-tow 614 enroute to Roanoke in this mag-
nificent view. The 614 is headed for display at Virginia Museum 
of Transportation side by side with N&W 611 for a few months, 
before heading back to home rails and display at Clifton Forge. See 
more or Richard's photos elsewhere in thiis issue.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold our January meeting will be Thursday, January 20, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Unfortunately, our Holiday Gathering was postponed due to the 
potential winter weather, we felt it was better to cancel early and 
err on the side of caution. Obviously, we did indeed have winter 
weather, and hazardous conditions prevailed. The decision was 
made Wednesday afternoon, and was posted on our website by 3 
pm that same afternoon, the day prior to the event.

Meeting Notice

1 10

running a bit late, so we turned east to 
meet her down the road. We got to Mount 
Carbon, and plotted out our photo plan, 
there was probably 6-8 inches of snow on 
the ground, and more coming down, but the 

wind was blowing so hard, it was snowing 
sideways. Soon, we forgot the cold, as the 
sound of 614's whistle and exhaust came 
roaring west exploding like a volcano. I 
think all of us stopped breathing for just a 

614 Moves To Roanoke
January 14, 2011 Photos by Richard D. Shell
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Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

Jan. 20 - Chapter Meeting
Feb. 1 - Board Meeting
Feb. 17 - Holiday Gathering  

 (new date), see details inside!
Mar. 1 - Board Meeting
Mar. 17 - Chapter Meeting
April 5 - Board Meeting
April 21 - Chapter Meeting
May 3 - Board Meeting
May 19 - Chapter Meeting
June 7 - Board Meeting
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moment with the magnificence of a live steam 
working hard in the snow, that moment, at 
least for me, was worth the whole trip. It is a 
bit hard to look at 614 cold, but my memories 
are still warm (as well as really cold!)

Don't Forget…
Be sure to check the website for area activi-

ties that are coming up. A few close at hands 
activities follow:

February 10th, Virginia Museum of 
Transportation's "Thoroughbreds of Steam" 
exhibit, featuring the 611 and recently arrived 
C&O 614.

Join our friends of the C&OHS in Clifton 
Forge on February 26-27 for "George 
Washington's Train Show" check their website, 
www.cohs.org for details that are forthcoming.

Blue Ridge Chapter's Lynchburg Rail Day, 
which is coming up on August 13.


