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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

May 20, 2004 - Regular Meeting

June 1, 2004 - Board Meeting

June 17, 2004 - Regular Meeting

July 6, 2004 - Board Meeting

July 15, 2004 - Regular Meeting

August 3, 2004 - Board Meeting

August 7-8 - Chapter Outing, Potomac
Eagle and Western Maryland Scenic

August 19, 2004 - Regular Meeting

September 7, 2004 - Board Meeting

September 13, 2004 - Regular Meeting
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2004 Award for Water Safety at the Annual
Conference on Transportation Safety, to be
held May 12, 2004 at the Norfolk Waterside
Marriott Hotel.

The award is for outstanding performance
in the coordinating and teaching of Boating
Safety Education classes, through programs
of The Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries, and The U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary.
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Tuesday,

May 18, 2004. Please send articles, information and exchange
newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590
Murphy Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128.

Material for Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the

Turntable Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint
articles from most newspapers; a condensed rewritten article
crediting the source, however, is acceptable. 

Cover Photo
A scene easily never to be repeated, Class J, No. 600 leads Train

25, the westbound Powhatan Arrow across High Bridge near
Farmville. This view is one of three made that morning, and has
the train slowing for a quick stop to pose for the photographer this
hot, hazy day. With the pending abandonment of the line, trains
will likely never be seen on the noted bridge. N&W Photo, K. L.
Miller Collection 

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society
will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, May 20, 2004 at
7:30 pm. The meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue
in Roanoke. 

Our program: Come join us on May 20th for a trip on the British
Columbia Railway in Vancouver. Visit some of the most beautiful
scenes in the world as this company produced tape gives us a ride
through the Western Canadas. In addition Julien Sacks will have
some footage of his own filmed in the same region. Come out and
join us! Next month we will begin the Pocahontas Glory series in
digital quality.

Meeting Notice

11 1100 

It was an early summer day in May of 1904 when two freshly
refinished passenger cars rolled out of the paint shop at East End

in Roanoke. 
The small wooden cars originally coaches, had been rebuilt to the

N&W’s first dining cars. The two cars, classified as RA, or
Restaurant, first series, were pulled out of the shops and taken
west to be placed alongside the N&W station, then located between
the tracks in front of Hotel Roanoke. In those early days, the fledg-
ling city of Roanoke centered around the depot with its constant
comings and goings, it was a source of news and entertainment as
many of the locales spent their spare hours watching the activity.

On this day, May 26, 1904, the newly completed cars were spot-
ted next to the depot for inspection by company officials. 

The arrival of the cars heralded an important first step for the
N&W, providing their own food service to travelers. Previously, the
Pullman Company had contracted to provide this feature. With trav-
el growing, and the upcoming St; Louis Exhibition, the N&W obvi-
ously felt that travelers would be flocking to their rails to visit the
grand exposition. 

In early 1904, the dining car department was being assembled, in
March the first Dining Car superintendent, Walter H. Hayes was
hired from the C&O. He would remain Superintendent until his
mandatory retirement in March, 1932.

The display of the Dining Cars was also for the benefit of the
United Commercial Travelers, a national group of traveling sales-
people convening in Roanoke that week. These salesmen, or
“Drummers” frequently planned their trips to include one excellent
meal on the road, of course with no autos and airplanes, this meant
the railroad, The cars went into service, westbound on train 15, and
returning eastbound on No. 4. This of course was long before the
name “Pocahontas” and “Cavalier.”

The dining car department existed and gathered a fine reputation
until the end of passenger service in May 1971.

This material excepted and condensed from the upcoming book:
“Dining on Norfolk and Western Rails” 

HISTORIAN
Kenneth L. Miller

©2004, K. L. Miller
Reproduction without writ-
ten permission prohibited.

klmiller@rev.net

Prince Edward County Board Chairman
William Fore said. "I can assure you that the
Board of Supervisors will be following the
process closely to insure that the interests
of Farmville and Prince Edward County are
protected," Fore said.

(From an article in The Farmville Herald,
March 12, 2004 by Bob Chapman, via The

Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS Newsletter Blue
Ridge Dispatcher and courtesy of Mr. Robin
R. Shavers).

Congratulations

Congratulations are in order to member
Paul M. Howell who will receive the

Governor's Transportation Safety Board's
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Mixed Freight - May
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers 

GOOD NEWS. If all goes well, RAIL DAY
2004 will indeed occur. The Board of

Directors of our sister NRHS Blue Ridge
Chapter headquartered in Lynchburg voted
to climb into the engineer's throne of this
annual event. The date will be August 14th,
2004. The facility will be The Forest
Recreation Center located in Forest, VA. I'll
pass on the address as soon as I learn of it.

A new door to door trailer service was
commenced by Norfolk Southern a few
months ago. The service is labeled Patriot
Service and is available between three loca-
tions, Massachusetts and the South. Norfolk
Southern now provides second day after-
noon delivery between Atlanta and New
England. Third day morning delivery
between Greensboro and New England.
Third day afternoon delivery between
Atlanta or Memphis and New England and
fourth day afternoon delivery between New
England and Memphis.

Norfolk Southern has changed the sym-
bols of two time freights that operate
between Norfolk and Roanoke. Former west-
bound 427 is now 387. Former 428 is now
388. Those of you whom monitor NS action
via scanner have probably heard of a train
symboled 23G. This is a new container train
that travels eastward from Bristol to
Norfolk. Double stacks and single layer con-
tainer loads comprise this daily train.
Automotive frames sometime fillout the
rear. The train does not originate at Bristol.

Keep in mind if you are interested that
2004 marks the 150th birthday for
Horseshoe Curve. The best source for con-
tact on scheduled events and activities is
The Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum
at www.railroadcity.com

The Blue Ridge Live Steamers held their

first operating session for 2004 during the
weekend of April 10th & 11th. We had four
long trains operating. About half of the
membership was on hand. Public atten-
dance was low. Saturday we operated under
overcast sky that at times looked as if the
bottom would drop at any moment. On
Friday the 9th we completed a much needed
project, a new and superbly improved grade
crossing made of concrete. Saturday's opera-
tions were concluded with our traditional
hamburger 'n' hotdog feasts with all the
fixin's. After that we had a good bull session
around a kickin' campfire. Future Blue Ridge
Live Steamers runs for the public are
Saturdays June 5, July 10, September 4 and
October 30. Run time is from 10:00 a.m. til
4:00 p.m. For more information call 540-387-
0124.

From the pages titled "It's Funny How
Things Turned Out." On Sunday March 28th,
I journeyed to the little town of Crewe,
Virginia to see a few Norfolk Southern
trains, catch up on some railroad related
reading and to deliver some boxes to a rail-
fan comrade whom's model railroad club is
in the process of moving. After making my
rounds and taking a few photos, I parked at
one of my favorite spots to read that is legal
and photo friendly. I was at a location that
placed me about 55 feet from the ballast of
the westbound main at about the middle of
the yard with baseball diamond to my
northwest, a playground to my right and
The Crewe Railroad Museum to my north-
east. I arrived around 11:00 a.m. and was
due to meet my buddy at 2:00 at the Crewe
Volunteer Fire Department facility. A few
vehicles passed by and the playground was
occupied with two small boys and 2 adults.
Shortly after noon, NS empty coal train
#811 appeared and of course I exited my
car to view it. As I viewed the 811 slowing
down to make a stop for a crew change, I

End of the Line for Farmville?

More frequently, train whistles are being
heard in Farmville as Norfolk Southern

Railway performs track maintenance on the
south NS beltline. But, those familiar
sounds could soon fall silent for good.

Norfolk Southern confirmed plans on
Wednesday March 12, 2004 to abandon all
of the rail service through Farmville. "The
line that goes from Burkeville through
Farmville to Pamplin that includes High
Bridge, that whole segment will be aban-
doned," Norfolk Southern Railway
spokesperson Susan Bland told the Herald.

"While this is not what the Board of
Supervisors had hoped for," Prince Edward
County Board Chairman William "Buckie"
Fore said in a released statement, "I think
this news comes as no real surprise. Norfolk
Southern has been very up front about their
intentions and the economics behind their
decision to consider the abandonment."
Norfolk Southern will need to go through
the Surface Transportation Board for permis-
sion to abandon the rail segment, a process
that could take about a year to complete,
according to Ms. Bland. The timetable for
abandonment, she said, is going to depend
on the STB. There are a series of steps that
include a time for public comment. The
company has begun the process and she
speculated that should take a year.

Coal has been the engine that has justified
the use of the line, company officials have
previously told the County. The coal busi-
ness, however, has decreased and County
officials were told in December that Norfolk
Southern feels it has enough capacity on the
mainline to move all the coal traffic they are
currently moving. The County, which has
been actively supporting continued rail ser-
vice at least through Pamplin, passed a reso-
lution last fall opposing the complete aban-

donment of rail service. But a company offi-
cial who addressed the board in December
said business on the line must justify the
expense."When I run the numbers, looking
at the economics for serving the Farmville
customers via Pamplin at 25 miles an hour
using the 67 cars that were delivered in
2002 on the line, Norfolk Southern had a
$306,000 loss serving those customers,"
Norfolk Southern's Director of Strategic
Planning Sarah Brooks told County supervi-
sors. Southern States Cooperative and SMI
Rebar use rail access on the Farmville to
Pamplin section of the line.

County officials will be working with the
two affected firms. "If requested, the
County's focus now will be to assist SMI and
Farmer's Co-op as much as we can with find-
ing the most cost effective transportation to
enable them to move their products in and
out of Farmville," Fore said. The Board will
also be looking to the future in order tor cre-
ate new economic opportunities from the
abandoned line, to protect the rail corridor
for future generations and to preserve High
Bridge". One of those options will be a
Rails-To-Trails, which could open the former
track sites, which would be removed, to
recreational use. County officials would
have to negotiate with Norfolk Southern to
reach an agreement on the rail corridor.

The temporary diversion of trains through
Farmville will allow NS to continue without
interrupting service to customers. Workers
will be replacing ties and maintaining cross-
ing surfaces between Crewe and Pamplin on
the southerly route. Company officials
expect that trains will use the alternate
route through Farmville through April.
Trains have run through Farmville since the
early 1850's. "It is County's understanding
that the final decision about the future of
the corridor and the rail service will be
made by the Surface Transportation Board,"



felt I was being watched. I was. Looking
over my shoulder I noticed the two adults in
the playground were staring at me with that
typical "What's with this character looking at
a damn train" look. I ignored them the same
as I do everybody whom I decipher as a
word I cannot use in this publication.
Returning to my car and resuming reading
with the two starers still staring, a police
vehicle soon appears and parks directly
behind me. It was an unmarked car but it
had so many antennas I just knew it was a
state trooper and that is one group of law
enforcement I don't get along with. As the
officer approached my driver side I was
greeted with a hearty "Good afternoon"
Southern style. Looking to my right while
replying "Good Afternoon" back to the offi-
cer, the two adults and the two little boys
were now a full audience. Before he looked
into my face I was greeted with an all too
familiar statement "We received a call about
a strange vehicle being parked in the area".
As the officer looked me in the face eye to
eye I was greeted with "Holy smoke son,
where have you been? I haven't seen you in
years." It was William C. Abel. I met officer
Abel back in the eighties while railfanning.
At that time he was a patrolman. Now he is
Crewe's chief of police. He was amazed that
I was still enjoying railroading as a hobby.
Looking to my right, the two adults with
hands on their hips were obviously disgust-
ed. "Ain't that something, that character is a
friend of that cop." Chief Abel and I chatted
for about 15 minutes about how the railroad
scene has changed and we updated each
other on Norfolk Southern special agents
that we both have known over the years. I
told my buddy this story when we met and
he commented he to had experienced the
same likewise and he railfans in a vehicle
that's decked out for his volunteer firefight-
ing activity. He too is good friends with

Chief Abel. As he commented and I agreed,
some folks just enjoy being a pain in the
caboose.

Chapter Outing

Our Chapter Outing as discussed in the
last issue has become a resounding suc-

cess, we are presently sold out with 46 peo-
ple signed up. We have this many signed up,
and also have some other people that are on
a waiting list for available seats. Since we
have financial commitments to make, we
need to be sure that everyone signed up is
actually going, so we are asking that as
many folks who can, please pay up at the
May meeting or firmly commit to pay by the
June meeting. 

A mailing is being sent to all those that
are signed up with more detailed informa-
tion about the trip, and a return form.
Please remember that your commitment on
any Chapter function that costs the Chapter
money, means that you are obligated to pay
regardless of your attendance at the event.

For questions and information contact the
Trip Committee:

Paul M. Howell at (540) 774-2619
Dorr Tucker at (540) 342-7759, or

Joe Austin at (540) 343-3131

Passenger Train Update April
2004

by Gary Ballard

New changes to Amtrak's menus will
bring a smile to those wanting to eat in

the Dining car on long distance trains.
Menus will now go through a 5 cycle rota-
tion that will feature different selections.
Introduced last year,the rotating menu selec-
tions is designed to offer passengers a dif-
ferent meal experience as they transfer from
train to train. No longer will the passenger
see just Chicken,Fish, and Steak as main
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Barry Smith, formerly Vice President, was
confirmed as Secretary. Barry will retain his
current involvement with RailCamp and the
Chapter Operations Manual in addition to
the Secretary’s duties. The Board confirmed
the appointment of Jeff Smith, Editor of the
Bulletin, to the additional position of Vice
President. This appointment recognizes that
Jeff is leading several projects outside the
traditional duties of the Editor.

Preliminary financial results for 2003 are
encouraging. While the annual outside audit
is still in progress, it appears we finished
within $2,000 of breaking even, compared to
a loss of $15,000 in the 2003 budget.
Meanwhile, the current fiscal year is track-
ing close to our break-even budget.

Our efforts to restore the Bulletin produc-
tion schedule continue to show results. Four
of the six 2003 Bulletins are now distrib-
uted, and the final two will be shipped in
late April (No. 4) and late May (No. 5), gain-
ing four months over the 2002 schedule.
Recent Bulletins have featured higher page
counts, better photo reproduction and sig-
nificantly more color, all delivered within
budget. Editor Jeff Smith expects these
trends to continue.

Railway Heritage Grants applications must
be received no later that May 12.
Applications are available from the national
office or at the NRHS website
(www.nrhs.com). Jack Salt, director of the
grants program, reported that the 2004
grants budget has been increased from
$29,000 to $32,000 because of a special
donation. Grant awards will be announced
on July 2.

Director of Membership Records Mike
Bettiol reported that dues renewals are
going well, although the implementation of
our upgraded membership records system
was much slower and rougher than we had
expected. Despite the late distribution of

dues bills, dues receipts as of April 2nd were
running ahead of the same time last year.
Final notices were distributed in mid-March
for Associate members and were at the mail-
ing house for unpaid Chapter members.
Even though final notices are going out 6 to
8 weeks earlier than last year, there are actu-
ally fewer than in 2003, thanks to the
efforts of many chapters to turn around
renewals quickly. Almost 300 new Family
members have joined the NRHS through an
option in the 2004 dues renewal campaign.

NRHS membership benefits are improv-
ing. Dr. Wes Ross reported that the NRHS
Discounts List at museums and tourist rail-
roads will be distributed with Bulletin No. 4,
much earlier than last year. Bill Kovacs
reported that several titles from Stauffer
Publications will be added to the NRHS dis-
counts program in addition to the existing
program with Indiana University Press. Jeff
Smith reported that Railfan & Railroad will
conduct a promotion this spring offering a
substantial one-time discount to NRHS
members who do not currently subscribe.

There were no new chapters chartered,
although it appears we will have some at
the July meeting. The Board withdrew the
charters of the Sunbelt Chapter (Tulsa,
Oklahoma) and the Veteran’s Memorial
Chapter (Bristol, Florida), both of which
have disbanded. In addition, the Board
approved the name change of the Eastern
Nebraska Chapter, which is now the
Nebraska Railroad Museum Chapter.

Registration booklets have been distrib-
uted for the 2004 NRHS Convention in
Minneapolis. First class space is filling up,
but there are plenty of coach tickets avail-
able. Plans continue for the 2005 convention
in Portland, Oregon. We are still working on
prospects for 2006 and beyond.
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choices as the individual traveled from
Washington D.C. to San Francisco. The
biggest complaint from years past was that
if a person took a three or four day trip
across the country, the dining car menu got
real boring after day two. 

The fifth menu, in the continuing series,
offers a tasty evening meal. Dinner choices
include the classic 10oz. New York strip
steak, a rack of Lamb seasoned with fennel,
herb Halibut filet, and Chicken cacciatore
simmered with mushrooms, bacon, tomato,
white wine and tarragon. The all new veg-
etable selection is called "Key West Blend,"
made with green beans, carrots, yellow car-
rots and red peppers.

Dessert choices include the "rockslide
brownie", that comes topped with caramel,
toasted pecans and milk chocolate garnish.
Those not counting fat or calories in their
snack will enjoy the "strawberry bar," which
has a crisp graham crust, strawberry jam,
moist butter cake, creamy cheese filling, fin-
ished with toasted sugared almonds.

Dinners are priced between $9 and $19
and include a salad, coffee, tea, milk or
juice. Breakfast and lunch have been over-
hauled, and new selections also appear in
the five different menus now available.
Three of the five menus are to be rotated for
a period of six months. Others will be held
out rotation. 

Part of taking a train trip is the experience
found in the dining car, and no doubt the
menus on Amtrak's overnight routes will be
raise many eyebrows and keep the smiles
coming.

Close to home, The Cardinal (New York-
Washington-Chicago) now has a standard
consist. Equipment changes keep the train
watcher on his toes, there has always been
different cars on this train, or so it seems.
Past winter cold temperatures and the short-

age of sleepers and dining cars have been
the reason in many cases. Now, the train
will include three Amfleet coaches, Horizon
full dinette and Viewliner sleeping car at the
rear. In the official notice given to the
crews, there is no mention of a crew sleeper
and/or baggage car.

Food service will be different on The
Cardinal since a full service dining car is
absent. Ready to cook Acela type meals will
be offered for dinner. These meals are tasty,
although small, and are placed in a real con-
vection oven and brought up to serving tem-
perature as per FDA guidelines. Napkin
rolled silverware is included.

Breakfast and lunch on this train will be
somewhat scaled down when compared to
items available in the full service dining
cars, but those cars are not available for use
on the Cardinal. Food items in this case will
come out of the lounge-cafe' car, and will be
served on black marbella (plastic) plates
with silverware/ napkin roll-ups. Despite the
fact that the day's first two meals are still
cafe' car items,it is explained to the crew
that all meals are to be served to the passen-
gers in a manner that is consistent with
first- class service. Sleeping car service on
The Cardinal will feature complimentary
coffee, tea, orange and apple juice. Soda and
cranberry juice has been eliminated. Bottled
water will be available as well.

New upgraded washcloths and towels are
coming onboard through 2004. The famous
pink bed blankets are finally being replaced
with new blue ones. A new "Welcome
Aboard" card will be printed up and dis-
played in the room for the passenger to
read. Meals are complimentary, as part of
the first-class sleeping car service. Meals can
also be brought to your room, a tradition
that has lasted through the years. Free news-
papers are still brought onboard at set morn-
ing station arrivals, but the morning ritual

no longer includes the old shoe shine of
years ago,long since discontinued. Many
have said through the years that train
nos.50/51, The Cardinal exists because of
one man, Senator Byrd. He has insisted that
his state of West Virginia always have
Amtrak service. And so it goes , as they say.
Well, the Senator is still active on the big
floor in Washington. Newsradio station
WTOP reports that Mr.Bryd has recently cast
his 17th thousand vote for bills. Those eat-
ing dinner tonight on train no. 51 heading
west for Chicago can raise their glass of
wine in his honor, for the train running at
all! Stations in Prince and Clifton Forge still
see passengers boarding The Cardinal
thanks to a long time Senatorial supporter
of train service.

Ridership is up, as figures come in for the
month of March. Long distance sleeping car
reservations in January were up 4%. They
rose 19% fiscal-year-to-date compared to the
same period a year ago. Despite this year's
harsh winter snows and cold temps which
forced the cancellation of 60 trains, the pub-
lic seems to understand the nature of the
problems. Perhaps the public knows too well
that the current leaders on Capitol Hill want
to close Amtrak, instead of feed it the
money needed to bring the company up to
superb standards. So when something does-
n't go just right, say a shortage on dining
cars in a fleet that is short on dining cars,
they express their feelings to the crew that
maybe things would be better if Congress
would support Amtrak. This shows us all
that much of the general public likes taking
the train. In not every instance is the pas-
senger taking the train because of lack of
travel options.They are taking the train out
of choice.

As 2003 came to a close, other statistics
looked well,too. System ridership (for every
Amtrak train) from October to January was

over 8 million, a more than 8% increase
when looking back a year. It was 7.6% over
this year's budget plan. And if we could
make one more jab at those Amtrak haters
on The Hill, these figures listed are not bad
for a railroad that certain lawmakers say,
"nobody is using.”

Baggageman Mike Famiglietti of
Baltimore's Penn Station got a nod of thanks
recently, and it was shown on TV News4 in
Washington,D.C. It seems that violinist
Giron Kremer left his musical instrument on
an Acela high speed train. Mr.Kremer got off
the train where Mr. Famiglietti works, the
violin stayed on the train and continued on
to Washington's Union Station. Perhaps if
you've seen one violin you've seen them all,
but this particular violin was valued at $3
million. In Washington, Lost in Found clerk
Joseph Butler was informed of the arriving
Guarneri del Gesu violin. Along with the
Baltimore baggageman, Mr. Butler got the
ball rolling to get the prized piece of wood
back to it's rightful owner. The mission was
a complete success, and the expensive violin
and musician Mr.Kremer are now together,
again. Would it be too much to request at
Mr. Kremer's next concert, "Orange Blossom
Special" on the strings?

Synopsis of the NRHS Board of
Directors Meeting

The NRHS Board of Directors met in
Altoona, Pennsylvania on April 4, 2004.

The meeting was hosted by the Horseshoe
Curve Chapter. Here are some highlights.

The Board voted to confirm the appoint-
ments of two National Officers following
the resignation of Secretary Bruce Hodges in
January due to personal reasons. President
Molloy reported that Bruce intends to con-
tinue his involvement with RailCamp and
has stepped forward on multiple occasions
to assist with other projects since January.



Just after dawn on Saturday, May 22,
1954, brought the dawning of a new

era on the Norfolk and Western. At
6:56 a.m. Second 95 arrived in
Roanoke from Shenandoah. That in
itself was not unusual, but in the
train was an unusual locomotive like
no other almost everyone in Roanoke
had ever seen.

Hundreds of railroaders watched as
huge locomotive was towed through
Roanoke Yard. Their first impression
was: this locomotive was big! Really
big. Long, black, now a bit dirty from
being towed into town behind the Y6,
but the huge, shiny flanks in fresh
black paint, broken only by the dulux
gold number “2300” and “Norfolk and
Western” stretched out on the side of
the locomotive, not even across the
tender!, Otherwise the only spots of
brightness were the classification
lamps, like the type on all the passen-
ger locomotives in bright chrome, the
bronze builder’s plate plus a red sten-
cil across the door in the nose warn-
ing “Danger 600 Volts.” 

After the 2300 arrived at Shaffers
Crossing, the Motive Power
Department folks took over and did a
complete inspection and then ran her
through the wash rack, and headed
out to one of the photographers’
favorite spots, just east of the
Veteran’s Hospital, the big locomotive
was towed out with switcher and
spotted for the best light as the cam-
eras were set up and film was
exposed. It was a beautiful Saturday
morning, about 10:25, the 605 was
coming into Roanoke from Bluefield
and points west with No. 4 the
Pocahontas and paused ever so briefly
for this portrait. 
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white wine and tarragon. The all new veg-
etable selection is called "Key West Blend,"
made with green beans, carrots, yellow car-
rots and red peppers.

Dessert choices include the "rockslide
brownie", that comes topped with caramel,
toasted pecans and milk chocolate garnish.
Those not counting fat or calories in their
snack will enjoy the "strawberry bar," which
has a crisp graham crust, strawberry jam,
moist butter cake, creamy cheese filling, fin-
ished with toasted sugared almonds.

Dinners are priced between $9 and $19
and include a salad, coffee, tea, milk or
juice. Breakfast and lunch have been over-
hauled, and new selections also appear in
the five different menus now available.
Three of the five menus are to be rotated for
a period of six months. Others will be held
out rotation. 

Part of taking a train trip is the experience
found in the dining car, and no doubt the
menus on Amtrak's overnight routes will be
raise many eyebrows and keep the smiles
coming.

Close to home, The Cardinal (New York-
Washington-Chicago) now has a standard
consist. Equipment changes keep the train
watcher on his toes, there has always been
different cars on this train, or so it seems.
Past winter cold temperatures and the short-

age of sleepers and dining cars have been
the reason in many cases. Now, the train
will include three Amfleet coaches, Horizon
full dinette and Viewliner sleeping car at the
rear. In the official notice given to the
crews, there is no mention of a crew sleeper
and/or baggage car.

Food service will be different on The
Cardinal since a full service dining car is
absent. Ready to cook Acela type meals will
be offered for dinner. These meals are tasty,
although small, and are placed in a real con-
vection oven and brought up to serving tem-
perature as per FDA guidelines. Napkin
rolled silverware is included.

Breakfast and lunch on this train will be
somewhat scaled down when compared to
items available in the full service dining
cars, but those cars are not available for use
on the Cardinal. Food items in this case will
come out of the lounge-cafe' car, and will be
served on black marbella (plastic) plates
with silverware/ napkin roll-ups. Despite the
fact that the day's first two meals are still
cafe' car items,it is explained to the crew
that all meals are to be served to the passen-
gers in a manner that is consistent with
first- class service. Sleeping car service on
The Cardinal will feature complimentary
coffee, tea, orange and apple juice. Soda and
cranberry juice has been eliminated. Bottled
water will be available as well.

New upgraded washcloths and towels are
coming onboard through 2004. The famous
pink bed blankets are finally being replaced
with new blue ones. A new "Welcome
Aboard" card will be printed up and dis-
played in the room for the passenger to
read. Meals are complimentary, as part of
the first-class sleeping car service. Meals can
also be brought to your room, a tradition
that has lasted through the years. Free news-
papers are still brought onboard at set morn-
ing station arrivals, but the morning ritual

no longer includes the old shoe shine of
years ago,long since discontinued. Many
have said through the years that train
nos.50/51, The Cardinal exists because of
one man, Senator Byrd. He has insisted that
his state of West Virginia always have
Amtrak service. And so it goes , as they say.
Well, the Senator is still active on the big
floor in Washington. Newsradio station
WTOP reports that Mr.Bryd has recently cast
his 17th thousand vote for bills. Those eat-
ing dinner tonight on train no. 51 heading
west for Chicago can raise their glass of
wine in his honor, for the train running at
all! Stations in Prince and Clifton Forge still
see passengers boarding The Cardinal
thanks to a long time Senatorial supporter
of train service.

Ridership is up, as figures come in for the
month of March. Long distance sleeping car
reservations in January were up 4%. They
rose 19% fiscal-year-to-date compared to the
same period a year ago. Despite this year's
harsh winter snows and cold temps which
forced the cancellation of 60 trains, the pub-
lic seems to understand the nature of the
problems. Perhaps the public knows too well
that the current leaders on Capitol Hill want
to close Amtrak, instead of feed it the
money needed to bring the company up to
superb standards. So when something does-
n't go just right, say a shortage on dining
cars in a fleet that is short on dining cars,
they express their feelings to the crew that
maybe things would be better if Congress
would support Amtrak. This shows us all
that much of the general public likes taking
the train. In not every instance is the pas-
senger taking the train because of lack of
travel options.They are taking the train out
of choice.

As 2003 came to a close, other statistics
looked well,too. System ridership (for every
Amtrak train) from October to January was

over 8 million, a more than 8% increase
when looking back a year. It was 7.6% over
this year's budget plan. And if we could
make one more jab at those Amtrak haters
on The Hill, these figures listed are not bad
for a railroad that certain lawmakers say,
"nobody is using.”

Baggageman Mike Famiglietti of
Baltimore's Penn Station got a nod of thanks
recently, and it was shown on TV News4 in
Washington,D.C. It seems that violinist
Giron Kremer left his musical instrument on
an Acela high speed train. Mr.Kremer got off
the train where Mr. Famiglietti works, the
violin stayed on the train and continued on
to Washington's Union Station. Perhaps if
you've seen one violin you've seen them all,
but this particular violin was valued at $3
million. In Washington, Lost in Found clerk
Joseph Butler was informed of the arriving
Guarneri del Gesu violin. Along with the
Baltimore baggageman, Mr. Butler got the
ball rolling to get the prized piece of wood
back to it's rightful owner. The mission was
a complete success, and the expensive violin
and musician Mr.Kremer are now together,
again. Would it be too much to request at
Mr. Kremer's next concert, "Orange Blossom
Special" on the strings?

Synopsis of the NRHS Board of
Directors Meeting

The NRHS Board of Directors met in
Altoona, Pennsylvania on April 4, 2004.

The meeting was hosted by the Horseshoe
Curve Chapter. Here are some highlights.

The Board voted to confirm the appoint-
ments of two National Officers following
the resignation of Secretary Bruce Hodges in
January due to personal reasons. President
Molloy reported that Bruce intends to con-
tinue his involvement with RailCamp and
has stepped forward on multiple occasions
to assist with other projects since January.



felt I was being watched. I was. Looking
over my shoulder I noticed the two adults in
the playground were staring at me with that
typical "What's with this character looking at
a damn train" look. I ignored them the same
as I do everybody whom I decipher as a
word I cannot use in this publication.
Returning to my car and resuming reading
with the two starers still staring, a police
vehicle soon appears and parks directly
behind me. It was an unmarked car but it
had so many antennas I just knew it was a
state trooper and that is one group of law
enforcement I don't get along with. As the
officer approached my driver side I was
greeted with a hearty "Good afternoon"
Southern style. Looking to my right while
replying "Good Afternoon" back to the offi-
cer, the two adults and the two little boys
were now a full audience. Before he looked
into my face I was greeted with an all too
familiar statement "We received a call about
a strange vehicle being parked in the area".
As the officer looked me in the face eye to
eye I was greeted with "Holy smoke son,
where have you been? I haven't seen you in
years." It was William C. Abel. I met officer
Abel back in the eighties while railfanning.
At that time he was a patrolman. Now he is
Crewe's chief of police. He was amazed that
I was still enjoying railroading as a hobby.
Looking to my right, the two adults with
hands on their hips were obviously disgust-
ed. "Ain't that something, that character is a
friend of that cop." Chief Abel and I chatted
for about 15 minutes about how the railroad
scene has changed and we updated each
other on Norfolk Southern special agents
that we both have known over the years. I
told my buddy this story when we met and
he commented he to had experienced the
same likewise and he railfans in a vehicle
that's decked out for his volunteer firefight-
ing activity. He too is good friends with

Chief Abel. As he commented and I agreed,
some folks just enjoy being a pain in the
caboose.

Chapter Outing

Our Chapter Outing as discussed in the
last issue has become a resounding suc-

cess, we are presently sold out with 46 peo-
ple signed up. We have this many signed up,
and also have some other people that are on
a waiting list for available seats. Since we
have financial commitments to make, we
need to be sure that everyone signed up is
actually going, so we are asking that as
many folks who can, please pay up at the
May meeting or firmly commit to pay by the
June meeting. 

A mailing is being sent to all those that
are signed up with more detailed informa-
tion about the trip, and a return form.
Please remember that your commitment on
any Chapter function that costs the Chapter
money, means that you are obligated to pay
regardless of your attendance at the event.

For questions and information contact the
Trip Committee:

Paul M. Howell at (540) 774-2619
Dorr Tucker at (540) 342-7759, or

Joe Austin at (540) 343-3131

Passenger Train Update April
2004

by Gary Ballard

New changes to Amtrak's menus will
bring a smile to those wanting to eat in

the Dining car on long distance trains.
Menus will now go through a 5 cycle rota-
tion that will feature different selections.
Introduced last year,the rotating menu selec-
tions is designed to offer passengers a dif-
ferent meal experience as they transfer from
train to train. No longer will the passenger
see just Chicken,Fish, and Steak as main
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Barry Smith, formerly Vice President, was
confirmed as Secretary. Barry will retain his
current involvement with RailCamp and the
Chapter Operations Manual in addition to
the Secretary’s duties. The Board confirmed
the appointment of Jeff Smith, Editor of the
Bulletin, to the additional position of Vice
President. This appointment recognizes that
Jeff is leading several projects outside the
traditional duties of the Editor.

Preliminary financial results for 2003 are
encouraging. While the annual outside audit
is still in progress, it appears we finished
within $2,000 of breaking even, compared to
a loss of $15,000 in the 2003 budget.
Meanwhile, the current fiscal year is track-
ing close to our break-even budget.

Our efforts to restore the Bulletin produc-
tion schedule continue to show results. Four
of the six 2003 Bulletins are now distrib-
uted, and the final two will be shipped in
late April (No. 4) and late May (No. 5), gain-
ing four months over the 2002 schedule.
Recent Bulletins have featured higher page
counts, better photo reproduction and sig-
nificantly more color, all delivered within
budget. Editor Jeff Smith expects these
trends to continue.

Railway Heritage Grants applications must
be received no later that May 12.
Applications are available from the national
office or at the NRHS website
(www.nrhs.com). Jack Salt, director of the
grants program, reported that the 2004
grants budget has been increased from
$29,000 to $32,000 because of a special
donation. Grant awards will be announced
on July 2.

Director of Membership Records Mike
Bettiol reported that dues renewals are
going well, although the implementation of
our upgraded membership records system
was much slower and rougher than we had
expected. Despite the late distribution of

dues bills, dues receipts as of April 2nd were
running ahead of the same time last year.
Final notices were distributed in mid-March
for Associate members and were at the mail-
ing house for unpaid Chapter members.
Even though final notices are going out 6 to
8 weeks earlier than last year, there are actu-
ally fewer than in 2003, thanks to the
efforts of many chapters to turn around
renewals quickly. Almost 300 new Family
members have joined the NRHS through an
option in the 2004 dues renewal campaign.

NRHS membership benefits are improv-
ing. Dr. Wes Ross reported that the NRHS
Discounts List at museums and tourist rail-
roads will be distributed with Bulletin No. 4,
much earlier than last year. Bill Kovacs
reported that several titles from Stauffer
Publications will be added to the NRHS dis-
counts program in addition to the existing
program with Indiana University Press. Jeff
Smith reported that Railfan & Railroad will
conduct a promotion this spring offering a
substantial one-time discount to NRHS
members who do not currently subscribe.

There were no new chapters chartered,
although it appears we will have some at
the July meeting. The Board withdrew the
charters of the Sunbelt Chapter (Tulsa,
Oklahoma) and the Veteran’s Memorial
Chapter (Bristol, Florida), both of which
have disbanded. In addition, the Board
approved the name change of the Eastern
Nebraska Chapter, which is now the
Nebraska Railroad Museum Chapter.

Registration booklets have been distrib-
uted for the 2004 NRHS Convention in
Minneapolis. First class space is filling up,
but there are plenty of coach tickets avail-
able. Plans continue for the 2005 convention
in Portland, Oregon. We are still working on
prospects for 2006 and beyond.
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Mixed Freight - May
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers 

GOOD NEWS. If all goes well, RAIL DAY
2004 will indeed occur. The Board of

Directors of our sister NRHS Blue Ridge
Chapter headquartered in Lynchburg voted
to climb into the engineer's throne of this
annual event. The date will be August 14th,
2004. The facility will be The Forest
Recreation Center located in Forest, VA. I'll
pass on the address as soon as I learn of it.

A new door to door trailer service was
commenced by Norfolk Southern a few
months ago. The service is labeled Patriot
Service and is available between three loca-
tions, Massachusetts and the South. Norfolk
Southern now provides second day after-
noon delivery between Atlanta and New
England. Third day morning delivery
between Greensboro and New England.
Third day afternoon delivery between
Atlanta or Memphis and New England and
fourth day afternoon delivery between New
England and Memphis.

Norfolk Southern has changed the sym-
bols of two time freights that operate
between Norfolk and Roanoke. Former west-
bound 427 is now 387. Former 428 is now
388. Those of you whom monitor NS action
via scanner have probably heard of a train
symboled 23G. This is a new container train
that travels eastward from Bristol to
Norfolk. Double stacks and single layer con-
tainer loads comprise this daily train.
Automotive frames sometime fillout the
rear. The train does not originate at Bristol.

Keep in mind if you are interested that
2004 marks the 150th birthday for
Horseshoe Curve. The best source for con-
tact on scheduled events and activities is
The Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum
at www.railroadcity.com

The Blue Ridge Live Steamers held their

first operating session for 2004 during the
weekend of April 10th & 11th. We had four
long trains operating. About half of the
membership was on hand. Public atten-
dance was low. Saturday we operated under
overcast sky that at times looked as if the
bottom would drop at any moment. On
Friday the 9th we completed a much needed
project, a new and superbly improved grade
crossing made of concrete. Saturday's opera-
tions were concluded with our traditional
hamburger 'n' hotdog feasts with all the
fixin's. After that we had a good bull session
around a kickin' campfire. Future Blue Ridge
Live Steamers runs for the public are
Saturdays June 5, July 10, September 4 and
October 30. Run time is from 10:00 a.m. til
4:00 p.m. For more information call 540-387-
0124.

From the pages titled "It's Funny How
Things Turned Out." On Sunday March 28th,
I journeyed to the little town of Crewe,
Virginia to see a few Norfolk Southern
trains, catch up on some railroad related
reading and to deliver some boxes to a rail-
fan comrade whom's model railroad club is
in the process of moving. After making my
rounds and taking a few photos, I parked at
one of my favorite spots to read that is legal
and photo friendly. I was at a location that
placed me about 55 feet from the ballast of
the westbound main at about the middle of
the yard with baseball diamond to my
northwest, a playground to my right and
The Crewe Railroad Museum to my north-
east. I arrived around 11:00 a.m. and was
due to meet my buddy at 2:00 at the Crewe
Volunteer Fire Department facility. A few
vehicles passed by and the playground was
occupied with two small boys and 2 adults.
Shortly after noon, NS empty coal train
#811 appeared and of course I exited my
car to view it. As I viewed the 811 slowing
down to make a stop for a crew change, I

End of the Line for Farmville?

More frequently, train whistles are being
heard in Farmville as Norfolk Southern

Railway performs track maintenance on the
south NS beltline. But, those familiar
sounds could soon fall silent for good.

Norfolk Southern confirmed plans on
Wednesday March 12, 2004 to abandon all
of the rail service through Farmville. "The
line that goes from Burkeville through
Farmville to Pamplin that includes High
Bridge, that whole segment will be aban-
doned," Norfolk Southern Railway
spokesperson Susan Bland told the Herald.

"While this is not what the Board of
Supervisors had hoped for," Prince Edward
County Board Chairman William "Buckie"
Fore said in a released statement, "I think
this news comes as no real surprise. Norfolk
Southern has been very up front about their
intentions and the economics behind their
decision to consider the abandonment."
Norfolk Southern will need to go through
the Surface Transportation Board for permis-
sion to abandon the rail segment, a process
that could take about a year to complete,
according to Ms. Bland. The timetable for
abandonment, she said, is going to depend
on the STB. There are a series of steps that
include a time for public comment. The
company has begun the process and she
speculated that should take a year.

Coal has been the engine that has justified
the use of the line, company officials have
previously told the County. The coal busi-
ness, however, has decreased and County
officials were told in December that Norfolk
Southern feels it has enough capacity on the
mainline to move all the coal traffic they are
currently moving. The County, which has
been actively supporting continued rail ser-
vice at least through Pamplin, passed a reso-
lution last fall opposing the complete aban-

donment of rail service. But a company offi-
cial who addressed the board in December
said business on the line must justify the
expense."When I run the numbers, looking
at the economics for serving the Farmville
customers via Pamplin at 25 miles an hour
using the 67 cars that were delivered in
2002 on the line, Norfolk Southern had a
$306,000 loss serving those customers,"
Norfolk Southern's Director of Strategic
Planning Sarah Brooks told County supervi-
sors. Southern States Cooperative and SMI
Rebar use rail access on the Farmville to
Pamplin section of the line.

County officials will be working with the
two affected firms. "If requested, the
County's focus now will be to assist SMI and
Farmer's Co-op as much as we can with find-
ing the most cost effective transportation to
enable them to move their products in and
out of Farmville," Fore said. The Board will
also be looking to the future in order tor cre-
ate new economic opportunities from the
abandoned line, to protect the rail corridor
for future generations and to preserve High
Bridge". One of those options will be a
Rails-To-Trails, which could open the former
track sites, which would be removed, to
recreational use. County officials would
have to negotiate with Norfolk Southern to
reach an agreement on the rail corridor.

The temporary diversion of trains through
Farmville will allow NS to continue without
interrupting service to customers. Workers
will be replacing ties and maintaining cross-
ing surfaces between Crewe and Pamplin on
the southerly route. Company officials
expect that trains will use the alternate
route through Farmville through April.
Trains have run through Farmville since the
early 1850's. "It is County's understanding
that the final decision about the future of
the corridor and the rail service will be
made by the Surface Transportation Board,"
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary.
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Tuesday,

May 18, 2004. Please send articles, information and exchange
newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590
Murphy Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128.

Material for Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the

Turntable Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint
articles from most newspapers; a condensed rewritten article
crediting the source, however, is acceptable. 

Cover Photo
A scene easily never to be repeated, Class J, No. 600 leads Train

25, the westbound Powhatan Arrow across High Bridge near
Farmville. This view is one of three made that morning, and has
the train slowing for a quick stop to pose for the photographer this
hot, hazy day. With the pending abandonment of the line, trains
will likely never be seen on the noted bridge. N&W Photo, K. L.
Miller Collection 

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society
will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, May 20, 2004 at
7:30 pm. The meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue
in Roanoke. 

Our program: Come join us on May 20th for a trip on the British
Columbia Railway in Vancouver. Visit some of the most beautiful
scenes in the world as this company produced tape gives us a ride
through the Western Canadas. In addition Julien Sacks will have
some footage of his own filmed in the same region. Come out and
join us! Next month we will begin the Pocahontas Glory series in
digital quality.

Meeting Notice

11 1100 

It was an early summer day in May of 1904 when two freshly
refinished passenger cars rolled out of the paint shop at East End

in Roanoke. 
The small wooden cars originally coaches, had been rebuilt to the

N&W’s first dining cars. The two cars, classified as RA, or
Restaurant, first series, were pulled out of the shops and taken
west to be placed alongside the N&W station, then located between
the tracks in front of Hotel Roanoke. In those early days, the fledg-
ling city of Roanoke centered around the depot with its constant
comings and goings, it was a source of news and entertainment as
many of the locales spent their spare hours watching the activity.

On this day, May 26, 1904, the newly completed cars were spot-
ted next to the depot for inspection by company officials. 

The arrival of the cars heralded an important first step for the
N&W, providing their own food service to travelers. Previously, the
Pullman Company had contracted to provide this feature. With trav-
el growing, and the upcoming St; Louis Exhibition, the N&W obvi-
ously felt that travelers would be flocking to their rails to visit the
grand exposition. 

In early 1904, the dining car department was being assembled, in
March the first Dining Car superintendent, Walter H. Hayes was
hired from the C&O. He would remain Superintendent until his
mandatory retirement in March, 1932.

The display of the Dining Cars was also for the benefit of the
United Commercial Travelers, a national group of traveling sales-
people convening in Roanoke that week. These salesmen, or
“Drummers” frequently planned their trips to include one excellent
meal on the road, of course with no autos and airplanes, this meant
the railroad, The cars went into service, westbound on train 15, and
returning eastbound on No. 4. This of course was long before the
name “Pocahontas” and “Cavalier.”

The dining car department existed and gathered a fine reputation
until the end of passenger service in May 1971.

This material excepted and condensed from the upcoming book:
“Dining on Norfolk and Western Rails” 
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Prince Edward County Board Chairman
William Fore said. "I can assure you that the
Board of Supervisors will be following the
process closely to insure that the interests
of Farmville and Prince Edward County are
protected," Fore said.

(From an article in The Farmville Herald,
March 12, 2004 by Bob Chapman, via The

Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS Newsletter Blue
Ridge Dispatcher and courtesy of Mr. Robin
R. Shavers).

Congratulations

Congratulations are in order to member
Paul M. Howell who will receive the

Governor's Transportation Safety Board's
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

May 20, 2004 - Regular Meeting

June 1, 2004 - Board Meeting

June 17, 2004 - Regular Meeting

July 6, 2004 - Board Meeting

July 15, 2004 - Regular Meeting

August 3, 2004 - Board Meeting

August 7-8 - Chapter Outing, Potomac
Eagle and Western Maryland Scenic

August 19, 2004 - Regular Meeting

September 7, 2004 - Board Meeting

September 13, 2004 - Regular Meeting

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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2004 Award for Water Safety at the Annual
Conference on Transportation Safety, to be
held May 12, 2004 at the Norfolk Waterside
Marriott Hotel.

The award is for outstanding performance
in the coordinating and teaching of Boating
Safety Education classes, through programs
of The Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries, and The U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary.

 


