
tion of three videos were shown during the
two 90 minute time periods. The 611 and
1218 were featured.  During the four pledge
breaks, we answered over 120 phone calls. In
addition to the three videos offered, our J-
book was also featured. Our gift shop also
provided 10 NS hats for early callers to pur-
chase.  The funds pledged by the callers was
the highest dollar volume of any program in
the many years of pledge drives. 

Roanoke Chapter received excellent publici-
ty by the hosts discussing the service we pro-
vide for railfans everywhere. The PR we
received was extensive. We were fortunate to
have been invited to participate.  Chapter
members were Bill Arnold, Brian Crosier,
Willard Hamill, Paul Howell, Jim Overholser,
Bill Sherman, and SR Winegard.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

March 20, 2003
Regular Meeting

March 29, 2003
Annual Banquet

April 1, 2003
Board Meeting

April 17, 2003
Regular Meeting

May 6, 2003
Board Meeting

May 15, 2003
Regular Meeting

Dated Material
Please do not delay How things can change, change, change. It was a chilly day when member Bill Cecil caught the

609 rushing westbound at Sites crossing in Salem. Today most folks don’t remember Sites’
Crossing. It was closed many years ago, and even at the time of this photo was often discussed for
closure. Some detective work identifies the train. Only No. 25, The Powhatan Arrow, No. 45, The
Tennessean, or No. 23, a nameless all-stops local, would be running westbound in the afternoon at
this location. We eliminateed the Tennessean since there were no stainless cars in the fairly short
seven car train and not enough head-end cars for No. 23. That leaves No. 25 running 4-5 hours late
since the sun is fairly low in the afternoon sky. The consist shows a deadhead coach, mail storage
car and combine followed by four lightweight cars (types not determined.) Besides the crossing,
today most everything but the track is gone; the train, the Class J, the wig-wag crossing signal, even
the position light signal has disappeared. Sadly another item missing from this scene is the person
behind the camera, Bill Cecil left us far too early, but our memories remain.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary.
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Tuesday,

March 18, 2003. Please send articles, information and all exchange
newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590
Murphy Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128

Material for Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the

Turntable Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint
articles from most newspapers; a condensed rewritten article
crediting the source, however, is acceptable. We still need materi-
al on an ongoing basis. Please contribute! It is your newsletter.

We love having articles of news, or a historical nature, the staff
will be glad to assist in finding information or illustrations if you
do not have any available.

We also need your contributions of photos for the Turntable
Times, historical, current, Chapter events are all desired. We pre-
fer to have the original photo but can work with you for the cor-
rect scans. 

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will
hold its next meeting on Thursday, March 20, 2003 at 7:30 pm. The
meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in Roanoke. The March meet-
ing program will be presented by Blue Ridge Chapter member
Aubrey Wiley, This is an excellent slide show featuring mostly
color pictures of Norfolk and Western, Southern and Virginian
along with a few others around our area during the 1950s and 60s.  

April Program will be provided by Dutch Tubman: Video: Central
railroad of New Jersey “the Big Little Railroad."  A look at the coal
dock operations in the fifties. Operations around the docks and
yards.

Meeting Notice
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still lettered Norfolk and Western and a few
remain lettered for the Virginian. 

Less Than Carload (LCL)
By Jim Overholser

On March 4 the NRHS convention commit-
tee announced events for this summer's

national convention in Baltimore.  On
Wednesday, July 2, a special train via
Washington to Cumberland, MD, will con-
nect to a special steam-powered train to
Frostburg via the Western Maryland Scenic
Railroad.  

The convention banquet will be held on
Thursday, July 3.  On Saturday, July 5, a circle
trip to Harrisburg, PA, via former
Pennsylvania Railroad rails will use restored
PRR E-8's.  On Sunday, July 6, the Western
Maryland 's "Dutch Line" is used to New
Oxford, PA.  Other trips will feature the
Wilmington and Western in conjunction with
a visit to Amtrak's Wilmington Maintenance
Facility; the Gettysburg Scenic Railroad; West
Virginia railroads; Washington Metro and
Baltimore's MTA light rail line; and the
Baltimore Street Car Museum.  More infor-
mation is available at the convention web-
site, www.starspangledrails.org. Advance reg-
istration is required to attend.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Museum
in Baltimore, MD, announced on February 28
that it has cancelled the Fair of the Iron
Horse 175, Festival of Trains, due to damage
the Museum incurred in the February 17
snowstorm.  This event, scheduled for late
June and early July 2003, was to be part of
the 2003 NRHS national convention.  Part of
the roundhouse collapsed, severely damaging
the building and equipment inside.  The
Roundhouse Restoration Fund has been
established for donations for restoration and

rebuilding.  More information is available at
www.borail.org.

N&W 1218 and the new Claytor Pavilion
will be the stars on Saturday, June 14, 2003,
when the "1218 comes home" to the Virginia
Museum of Transportation. Some restoration
work on the 1218 has been completed and
VMT is now raising money. Chapter mem-
bers Gary Gray, Shirldon Winegard, and Jim
Overholser assisted VMT restoration director
Chris McBride in 2002 but much more work
needs to be completed before June 14. June
2003 will be the 50th anniversary of 1218's
construction in the East End Roanoke Shops.

On March 1 Chapter members Charles
Tubman and Jim Overholser attended the
annual meeting of the Virginia Association of
Railway Patrons in Ashland, VA. VARP pro-
motes passenger and freight rail transporta-
tion in Virginia and West Virginia and is affil-
iated with NARP, the National Association of
Railway Passengers.  Presentations included
the Virginia Railway Express, the Norfolk
Light Rail Transit project, rail and transit
security, and pedestrian access to rail and
transit stations. The meeting location was in
the Hanover Arts and Activities Center, with-
in sight and sound of the former RF&P
tracks, and five Amtrak and about ten CSX
trains went by while we were there.  VARP
President Michael Testerman has been work-
ing with State Senator John Edwards and
Norfolk Southern, among others, promoting
the I-81 rail alternatives, the Trans-Dominion
Express, and high speed rail.

Great Steam Train Tours-WBRA
by Bill Arnold

Your Chapter provided phone support
again (4th time) for Blue Ridge Public TV

fund drive.  Seven Chapter members manned
the phones for the rail themed night.  A por-
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Meeting Cancellation Policy
Since it’s that time of year, as a reminder

we have the following policy regarding
inclement weather.

The meeting will be considered cancelled
if any of the following conditions are met:
Roanoke City Schools are closed on the day
of or for the day after the meeting, or
Virginia Western night classes are cancelled
for the night of a meeting.

Membership Renewal Time!
Your membership renewal notices have

been sent out recently, please try to get
them back in quickly so Lawanda Ely, our
membership chairperson will be able to get
them back in to National.

Annual Banquet, March 29, 2003
The Chapter's Annual Banquet will be held

at the Clarion Hotel in Roanoke on Saturday,
March 29th.  A cash bar happy hour will
begin at 6:30 p.m., and the meal will begin
at 7:30 p.m.  The meal is a seated dinner
and will feature your choice of a chicken or
beef entree. We have managed to hold the
cost this year to the same as last; $23.00 for
members (which includes spouse or signifi-
cant other, plus immediate family members)
and $26.00 for non-members.

Please sign up by the February member-
ship meeting.  Telephone reservations may
be placed with Bill Arnold at 540-389-3217.
The deadline for reservations and payment
is March 18th.

Retired Norfolk and Western and Norfolk
Southern Public Relations Director Don
Piedmont will be the Chapter's Banquet
speaker Saturday, March 29. Don is a mem-

ber of the History Museum and Historical
Society of Western Virginia and the author
of a book on the Hotel Roanoke.  His subject
will concern the history of Roanoke's rail-
roads. Don is an entertaining and knowl-
edgeable speaker.

Scanner Chatter
compiled by Brian Crosier

Seen this month in and around Roanoke.
Union Pacific SD70M 5123 and CRIV GP15

or 18 on eastbound train near Montgomery
on March 1

At Virginian Station south yard on Feb 28:
Norfolk Southern C44-9W 9142, Union
Pacific C60AC 7500 and 7547

Southbound on Winston Salem line Feb
28: local led by Conrail GP38 5266 and
Norfolk Southern GP38r 5331 with 8 box-
cars, 1 covered hopper, 1 empty MoW gon-
dola and 2 center beams with landscaping
timber.

Roanoke Chapter Website
by Ken Miller

As you can see from the black bar at the
top of the page, the Roanoke Chapter

NRHS now has a web presence.
A website has long been under discussion,

and I asked a number of folks what they
wanted to see in a website. The project lan-
guished from a lack of input.  Website host-
ing is a cost, and I thought an unnecessary
expense until there was some other input.
However, in mid January, I happened across
a notice on the Ronoke.com website and
saw they offered nonprofit groups free
space for their information, I sent in an
application for the Chapter and in mid
February, I was notified that we had been

thought. After we traveled 7 miles back
towards Route 52, a railroad grade crossing
replacement at Marrowbone within 25 yards
of our road kept us from reaching it. In the
Marrowbone yard was one of the Loram rail
grinding trains receiving some daily mainte-
nance.

Our little circle trip now put us well
behind our train, so we listened in for
another. At Fort Gay we dropped off the
highway to photograph the large coaling
tower that still spans the mainline tracks.
While here an eastbound manifest passed us
with Union Pacific power mixed in. We con-
tinued north toward Prichard and dropped
down to the tracks again to find not much
from the old days was left. 

A little north of Prichard the scanner chat-
ter let us know that our train was heading
out of the middle siding after being put in
the hole for another train. Our chance to
catch up finally came and within a few
miles we could see the FRED flashing on the
rear. The train was up to speed very quickly,
and we decided that since we were so close
to Kenova that we would try to get ahead of
it and get a picture going across the big
bridge into Ohio. We got to town and set up
adjacent to the big bridge though we dis-
cussed that it did not seem as big in person
as it appeared in pictures. The scanner told
us a train was coming so the cameras rolled
only to get a surprise as a CSX eastbound
came across and stopped. We quickly took
off to find the big bridge since we discov-
ered that not only were we at the wrong
bridge but the wrong railroad. We found the
bridge and filmed as a switcher added a cut
of tank cars into the train we chased north.
Underneath two CSX trains worked back
and forth making for a lot of action. We

finally realized that to get our picture we
would have to drive 5 miles east to
Huntington to cross the river and backtrack
to the bridge. We arrived just in time. As the
tripods were set up, our train got clearance
to proceed. We were lucky and filmed the
train as it crossed the state line through the
gridwork of girders and trusses. 

Of note, crossbucks and all railroad cross-
ing hardware in Ohio are trimmed with red
lettering instead of black. 

From here we needed to make a fast track
back towards home as it was 1:30pm and we
were still in southern Ohio so we hit the
interstate and started trucking towards
Charleston. The sky was beautiful but off to
the west the sky was starting to look threat-
ening, so we turned the scanner to the
weather channel and realized we were rac-
ing a snowstorm home. We railfanned for a
few minutes around Charleston and headed
on back to Princeton. We traveled Greasy
Ridge Road across the mountain under one
of the Virginian railroads large trestles and
arrived back at the Norfolk and Western
mainline. At Oakvale the maintenance of
way equipment was still parked in the hole
and a westbound went roaring by. On the
remainder of our journey home we pass at
least four more trains heading west. In the
end we had been gone for a little over two
days and had seen a countless number of
trains. We had a great time and plan on
doing something like this again. 

Relics of the past still loom out there in
many places as coaling towers, footings, and
rail cars themselves. There are a lot of old
rail cars now being used for storage sheds
and some are still in service. If you head out
in this area, make sure to look hard at every-
thing including bridges because many are

http://community.roanoke.com/RoanokeChapterNationalRailwayHistoricalSociety
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on a train. It reminds us of the importance
of preserving equipment now. 

Just prior to the 2002 Open House at
Ninth St., I was talking to a couple with two
children about the planned activities. Upon
my mention of the chance to ride in a
caboose, the young boy looked up at me and
stated, "What is a Caboose?" Not only did it
makes me feel old but it made me realize
how lucky we have experienced each part of
history and how important it is to share this
history with the next generation. 

With a side trip down the branch to Gary
and the surrounding coalfields, we traveled
on to Iaeger and finally found some cabs
being readied for trips. A caboose hop was
noted as an SD40-2 toted three cabeese to
their next train assignment. Three C31 and
two C32 cabs were noted: (555) 574, 067,
064, 655, and 549. The 555655 did not
appear to be the most comfortable ride these
days as the cupola had been smashed on one
end. A few other neat things around Iaeger
were the Montgomery Ward Catalog Outlet
sign still hanging at the front of the old store
and the "Smile your on Radar" sign as you
pass through town. We all had a little laugh
for some reason. Just past Panther on a road
that our maps didn't even show, an
American Crane still lettered for the Norfolk
and Western was tied up with other mainte-
nance equipment on the middle siding. As
we took a look at the equipment, the scan-
ner crackled and our local showed up. 

From here we ventured from the big road
and took a chance over the mountain and
down a valley and we found Matewan. The
Massey Energy Company has recently built,
from scratch, a perfect replica of the
Matewan station and it is beautiful. We
pulled into the lot and within minutes

heard a horn blowing. Our local goes by us
around thirty miles an hour. We admired
the station for a few minutes and did some
minor truck repair. Before we could leave,
down came the gates for another westbound
mixed. As it approached, I noticed a red fire-
bird waiting at the gates started inching for-
ward and to my disbelief, started around the
gates. He made it across with mere seconds
as the mixed freight barreled through doing
40 plus. I tried to get the license plate num-
ber but could not due to the snow and dirt
covering his plate. They were lucky that day,
the dash 9 on the point would not have felt
a thing. 

We decided to call it quits early and stay
in Williamson KY. The rear windows in our
rooms were about twenty-five feet away
from the Pond Creek line and just across the
river from the locomotive terminal. It made
for some interesting noises throughout the
night as we rested to go north on Sunday. 

We began with a quick look around the
terminal spotting NS 6175, the SD 40-2 that
was painted Tuscan during the early eight-
ies. It has been converted to remote control
for testing. 

Heading out of North Williamson we
allowed a westbound (northbound) to catch
us and WOW-what a show. Route 52 is adja-
cent to the mainline for quite a long way
and some great pacing footage was taken.
The two big GE's put on a great show which
could have only been beat by an A. The train
made track speed at 40 to 55 mph where
allowed. We lost the train at Nolan when
the navigator was distracted by the camera
in his hand and failed to mention to the dri-
ver that the road changed. The scenic turn
was soon discovered, and a shortcut was
found to put us back on course, or so we

approved and could now add content to
“our” site. We are still limited to 10 MB of
storage, which is eaten up pretty quickly. 

The board discussed a website and
appointed Alan Easome to develop a site in
January, and that is still underway.
Meanwhile, this site will serve our needs
until more content is introduced. This site
is in no way intended to replace what Alan
is working on.

Presently, you can read an overview of
what the Chapter is and does, check out the
press release about the donation of the
Virginian Ry. Passenger Station, view the
order form and information about the 611
license plate project and examine the previ-
ous month’s Turntable Times. These docu-
ments are Adobe Acrobat PDF files and can
be downloaded to your disc. If you do not
have Acrobat reader (free) you can download
it from Adobe’s website. Several images are
also on-line, including a vintage view of the
Virginian station, the Class J book and the
license plate. More material will be added as
time permits.

You can also see a notice of the regular
meetings, the banquet, and any other events
as they are scheduled.  Now the biggest
advantage of a website will be this: if a
meeting is cancelled, for whatever reason,
you can find out on the web first, assuming
there is power, and telephone service to
access the site. Any cancellation will be
placed on the site no later than 6 pm on the
night of the meeting. 

Suggestion for additional content, informa-
tion and ideas for the website are more than
welcome. Volunteers are ALWAYS needed.

Special Event, April 10, 2003
by Kathy Overholser

Ronaoke Chapter members and their fami-

lies are invited to attend a special program
entitled "The Redesign of American
Railroads in the 1930's and 1940's by
Raymond Loewy & others." It will be pre-
sented on Thursday, April 10, at 7:30 pm at
the History Museum in downtown
Roanoke's Center in the Square.

The presentation will be made by nation-
ally-known architectural historian Professor
Richard Guy Wilson, head of the
Architectural History Department at the
University of Virginia. Professor Wilson is an
interesting and entertaining speaker, an
authority on the station's re-designer
Raymond Loewy, a collector of O. Winston
Link photography, and a rail enthusiast.  He
has many other impressive credentials, but
these alone should guarantee a fascinating
program.

This event is being sponsored by the
History Museum and Historical Society of
Western Virginia.  It is open exclusively to
members (and their families) of the follwo-
ing supporting organizations: the History
Museum, Roanoke Chapter NRHS, and the
Preservation Foundation and the Science
Museum of Western Virginia.

There is no charge for this program, but
due to limited space reservations, must be
made in advance with the History Musuem
at 540-342-5770..

Professor Wilson will offer some interest-
ing insights, so please plan to attend this
program. For more information contact
Kathy Overholser at 343-1928.

Small Rails
by Dave Meashey

On Saturday, February 8th, the Big Lick
Big Train Operators met at Tanglewood

Mall.  Eight members were present.  Not
bad for one of the colder months.  The club
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met with mall personnel to plan the Easter
layout.

Members of the club will provide track,
power, and structures for part of the Easter
Display.  The mall will provide an LGB
starter set to run on the layout.  Club mem-
bers will help maintain the train while it is
on display.  Shoppers will have an opportu-
nity to fill in raffle tickets (one per family)
for a chance to win the train.  At the end of
the display period, a winner will be picked.

This is a good chance for the club to get
some publicity, and to interact with the pub-
lic.  We will hold at least one operating ses-
sion on the display while it is in use.
People will be able to see the variety of
largescale trains.  They will also have a
chance to see the kind of kitbashing and
scratch building various members have
done.  It will allow the club an opportunity
to recruit some new members and promote
the enjoyment of garden railroading. 

“The Blizzard of ‘03”

Well the Presidents' Day weekend is just
past as I write this column.  Our own

area had a mixture of ice and snow, but in
the northern part of Virginia and beyond
there was heavy, crippling snow.  When my
wife and I talked with our daughter Julie on
Presidents' Day, she told us about how many
passenger services were curtailed by the
storm.  Julie lives in Alexandria, Virginia.
MARC had stopped running.  Northern
Virginia's rail passenger operator had can-
celled operations.  The Washington Metro
had cancelled all above ground service.
Amtrack had cancelled all trains northbound
from Washington, DC, and some of the
southbound trains.

I was somewhat surprised that so many
passenger rail services were called off.  Was

the snow really too deep, or is it a limitation
of the newer passenger equipment?  I didn't
hear much news about freight trains being
cancelled, but maybe that just doesn't make
for much news.

Passenger Train Update-
March 2003

by Gary Ballard

Those seeking additional passenger train
service in both Virginia and North

Carolina, are focusing their efforts to
become a legal entity. The Virginia-North
Carolina High Speed Rail Commission
agreed to seek legal status as a state com-
pact. This will give this group more clout in
obtaining federal funds. When presenting a
case to Congress, the group will have a more
outward appearance than that of simple
train enthusiasts. That is good.As reported
in Richmond, VA newspapers, getting the
legal status can have its share of red-tape.
State Senator. John Watkins, Republican of
Chesterfield, said the group voted to seek
compact status similar to those multistate
deals that are in place for monitoring the
handling of nuclear waste. Also, the arrange-
ment for keeping up with toxic levels in the
Chesapeake Bay is another.

Such operations in a state allow the move-
ment of dollars to come within to fuel or
substantiate the operation...but a group
must have legal status to "play ball," sort of
speak. So to announce that railroad stations
need upgrades, or a right of way needs
improving for high speed trains, will require
money to pay the consultant who will make
a presentation to the public. Federal dollars
can come in easier as long as a legal compact
has been established.

However, legislation to make the change
to the high speed group will not likely be

hopper train at Walton with NS 9395 and
Union Pacific 7129 leading and clearing us at
10:23 p.m. We decided to leave it and cross
over to the old Virginian Railway and met
four NS units dragging an eastbound cov-
ered hopper train up the hill past the water
treatment plant just east of Whitethorne. It
was 10:35 p.m. and we all got a big chuckle
listening to the head end tell the helper
"Bubba open her up." As we watched a
seemingly endless train of hoppers, the roar
of two more black units crept from the tun-
nel and erupted in their battle east up to
Merrimac. From this point on, you can only
get so close to the tracks through the New
River Valley so we tried to scoot up the road
in the dark with the snow really beating
down on us.

Somewhere between a few of the sharp
turns overlooking the river, part of a conver-
sation was recorded. It went something
like—"That's all right, I know where I am
going." Turn left, then right, "Where are you
GOING?" "I want to show you something
down here, —see that guard rail."As we
reached the Dead End, we turned around
and got back to the main road and amazing-
ly to the place we thought we were at the
first turn. At Narrows, we met another east-
bound with only two units pulling a load of
precious black diamonds. 

Oakvale Station looks mighty pretty with a
fresh coat of green and white paint and a
fresh coating of snow. A track maintenance
of way crew had tied their equipment down
in the hole just east of the station. Just west
of Oakvale, we met another eastbound with
the 9258 and 8808 leading a mixed freight
that included three Erie Lackawanna coal
hoppers in full livery. A little spot called
Ada found another eastbound building its

dynamic braking as the 6668 and the 2541
eased 174 loaded coal hoppers down the
grade in the snow at 12:55 am. 

It's amazing with a bad night of sleep in a
horrible hotel where the snow was actually
blowing under the door; you can still have
enough energy to chase trains. We were
westbound out of Bluefield following a hop-
per train past the remains of a loaded hop-
per train that did not quite make it to port.
A few of the hoppers will soon be razor
blades and other small items. We set up to
photograph the train at Falls Mills, VA. and
caught the 8433 and 9220 leading a match-
ing black train out of the morning sun
through the fresh snow. Wow, if only it was
a steam engine! 

At Cooper, we set up photographic equip-
ment again while listening to another train
that left Bluefield on the tail of the above
hopper train. After our body temperatures
dropped about ten degrees, we heard over
the scanner that the train was stopped for a
phone call to the engineer. Oh well, perfect
setting with no train. At Powhatan, another
treat as 2 westbounds and one eastbound
rolled by. Amid all the action was another
Union Pacific unit on the eastbound track.
In North Fork, a westbound mixed with
EMD SD70 2555 and 8684, worked west
with a local that included scale test car
982556. We would later find this train again. 

Caboose 518436 at Welch stood at the
edge of town reminding us that we had not
seen many cabooses on this trip. Our first
trip surprised us, seeing more trains with
cabooses than without, including an east-
bound coal train with 70 loads, six empties
and a cab behind two GP38's kicking the
snow near Ada. This year there were a cou-
ple cabs in Bluefield yard, but so far none
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windows of the Santa Fe type were evident
on the cars.Amtrak boss, David Gunn, says
this annulling of the Kentucky Cardinal was
needed. He told employees that this is not
to be regarded as the start of chopping up
the national system. The Cardinal will con-
tinue to operate as it currently does.

Train 50/51 now operates with single level
equipment. Now is the time to document
some heritage cars making up this train. A
10-6 sleeper is used for the crew-dorm car.
Older baggage cars from the Santa Fe R.R.
can be seen behind the lone GE Genesis
engine. These cars have 1200 series num-
bers; car No. 1218 is in this bunch. Older
dining cars, some of New York Central fame
are on the Cardinal as well. Either as a
model railroader or a true historian, this
train carries a lot to see…do it before it's
gone! And where have we heard that before?

N&W Photos on the Web
by Willard Hamill

Ashow of hands at the February Chapter
meeting indicated that a very large

majority of chapter members have access to
the Inter-net. The Norfolk and Western pho-
tographs, made by their photographers, have
been placed in the Special Collections of the
Virginia Tech library archives and many have
been put on the internet for your enjoy-
ment. The site http://imagebase.lib.vt.edu/
will bring up a search area where you can
put in the name of a city or town served by
the railroad and probably get some pictures
made in that locality. For example, when I
tried Vinton, the second picture showing Y6
2157 was made from the end of the Boaz
pusher siding. It shows a dark house to the
right of the power pole. I bought the land in
1985, razed the house, and now grow
Christmas trees on part of the land. My

home at that time in 1946 is barely obscured
by the locomotive. A search of Roanoke will
show five folios, and the Norfolk Southern
one with 701 images recorded will delight
any Roanoker who has been around fifty or
more years. I have spent many hours perus-
ing these pictures and hope that you find
them as fascinating as I have.

I also found an excellent railfan site about
the Lynchburg area. It is www.retroweb.com/
lynchburg/rails.html

The Unplanned Planned Trip: 
by Brian Crosier

Chad Jordan, Alan Easome and I have
started a yearly tradition. Dec 29, 2001,

we were debating whether to head west for
the weekend. We couldn’t make up our
minds and decided to go out and chase a
train. While chasing a westbound hopper
train, it became apparent as we passed Glen
Lyn that we were going west anyway except,
having made no plans, we were without any
supplies, not even a roadmap. That week-
end we ended up in Williamson, WV., and
some parts of Kentucky where the girl work-
ing the gas station register couldn’t tell us
where we were. Well this year we decided to
head west again only this time to be pre-
pared with a few supplies. 

When the weather forecast became evi-
dent that we weren't going to accomplish
much at the siding the weekend of Feb. 7
through Feb. 9, we packed up our bags at the
last minute and headed west. We had no
plan, just to follow the rails west. 

At 9:33pm we met an eastbound mixed
freight with Norfolk Southern units 9862
and 6652 leading up the hill past the old
coaling tower at Vicker. With the signals
indicating clear, and the scanner crackling
reports, we waited for a westbound empty

ready for this General Assembly in Virginia.
Changing topics to something that is

almost ready, the old Main Street.rail station
in Richmond is soon to open. This building
with its tall clock tower has amazed
motorists on nearby I-95. The side railing of
the elevated highway is just a few feet away
from the building and the towering clock.
Amtrak will bring back train service, sched-
uled to begin in March. First, it looks like
half a dozen or so trains will stop at the
great station. History has been kind and not
so kind to the old structure. The building
sat vacant of any activity for many years
before it was transformed into a shopping
center. That idea lasted a few years, then
the building was closed again. A few floods
from the waters of the James River tested
the strength of the walls of the station, but
it survived through every onslaught. It is
like the old building knew it was staying for
brighter days to come. The station sits close
to the location of the triple bridge photo-
graph that was made years ago featuring a
locomotive from the Seaboard, Southern and
Chessie railroad systems sitting over top
each other at the famous site.

Mark some changes to the schedule of
train no. 97 The Silver Meteor, beginning
January 17th. Due to track work being per-
formed by CSX on track south of Washington
D.C. If the Meteor is more than 30 minutes
late leaving Washington, CSX will not be able
to handle the train over its rails. Evidently,
there is a time-window for the train. CSX is
working on track from south of Washington
to Florence, S.C. That's many miles and The
Meteor must be out of Union Station at a
certain time before the nightly track work
starts. Amtrak crews are being told that the
train could be annulled at Washington and

passengers bussed to Florence, or the train
could be detoured via Norfolk Southern on
The Crescent route to points in North
Carolina.The Silver Meteor begins its journey
out of Penn Station in New York City. The
train departs the Big Apple every night at
7:05 pm. Arrival in Washington is 10:30 pm.
It's a trip that consumes three and a half
hours. Luggage handling at various stops can
be enough to make the schedule 10 minutes
longer. Locomotives are changed in
Washington. Add U.S. Mail loadings at
Philadelphia and Washington, and the
Meteor attempts to duck out of Union
Station at 10:59 pm. Most of the time, this
schedule is kept. However, the CSX 30
minute late allowance, will no doubt, add a
little more pressure to the train crews.

A change to the Kentucky Cardinal will
bring bad news for the train. Amtrak
announced in January, that this train will be
discontinued. When this train was intro-
duced, it was hoped that new express and
mail loadings in those Amtrak box-cars
would pay the way for the train's existence.
Due to changes in freight patterns and com-
petition from trucks, the plan never played
out as was intended. The Kentucky Cardinal
broke off from The Cardinal, train No. 50/51
at Indianapolis. Two Superliner coaches
made up the train along with those express
cars that never carried the much hoped for
revenue. Passenger loadings were not high
enough to carry the expense of the opera-
tion. Santa Fe fans take note, the two coach-
es were the older first-generation high level
cars that Santa Fe introduced in the 50's!
The cars were slightly not as tall as present
day Superliners. School bus type chrome
handle bars guided passengers down the
stairwell to the lower level. And smaller
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windows of the Santa Fe type were evident
on the cars.Amtrak boss, David Gunn, says
this annulling of the Kentucky Cardinal was
needed. He told employees that this is not
to be regarded as the start of chopping up
the national system. The Cardinal will con-
tinue to operate as it currently does.

Train 50/51 now operates with single level
equipment. Now is the time to document
some heritage cars making up this train. A
10-6 sleeper is used for the crew-dorm car.
Older baggage cars from the Santa Fe R.R.
can be seen behind the lone GE Genesis
engine. These cars have 1200 series num-
bers; car No. 1218 is in this bunch. Older
dining cars, some of New York Central fame
are on the Cardinal as well. Either as a
model railroader or a true historian, this
train carries a lot to see…do it before it's
gone! And where have we heard that before?

N&W Photos on the Web
by Willard Hamill

Ashow of hands at the February Chapter
meeting indicated that a very large

majority of chapter members have access to
the Inter-net. The Norfolk and Western pho-
tographs, made by their photographers, have
been placed in the Special Collections of the
Virginia Tech library archives and many have
been put on the internet for your enjoy-
ment. The site http://imagebase.lib.vt.edu/
will bring up a search area where you can
put in the name of a city or town served by
the railroad and probably get some pictures
made in that locality. For example, when I
tried Vinton, the second picture showing Y6
2157 was made from the end of the Boaz
pusher siding. It shows a dark house to the
right of the power pole. I bought the land in
1985, razed the house, and now grow
Christmas trees on part of the land. My

home at that time in 1946 is barely obscured
by the locomotive. A search of Roanoke will
show five folios, and the Norfolk Southern
one with 701 images recorded will delight
any Roanoker who has been around fifty or
more years. I have spent many hours perus-
ing these pictures and hope that you find
them as fascinating as I have.

I also found an excellent railfan site about
the Lynchburg area. It is www.retroweb.com/
lynchburg/rails.html

The Unplanned Planned Trip: 
by Brian Crosier

Chad Jordan, Alan Easome and I have
started a yearly tradition. Dec 29, 2001,

we were debating whether to head west for
the weekend. We couldn’t make up our
minds and decided to go out and chase a
train. While chasing a westbound hopper
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Lyn that we were going west anyway except,
having made no plans, we were without any
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end we ended up in Williamson, WV., and
some parts of Kentucky where the girl work-
ing the gas station register couldn’t tell us
where we were. Well this year we decided to
head west again only this time to be pre-
pared with a few supplies. 

When the weather forecast became evi-
dent that we weren't going to accomplish
much at the siding the weekend of Feb. 7
through Feb. 9, we packed up our bags at the
last minute and headed west. We had no
plan, just to follow the rails west. 

At 9:33pm we met an eastbound mixed
freight with Norfolk Southern units 9862
and 6652 leading up the hill past the old
coaling tower at Vicker. With the signals
indicating clear, and the scanner crackling
reports, we waited for a westbound empty
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A change to the Kentucky Cardinal will
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would pay the way for the train's existence.
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petition from trucks, the plan never played
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made up the train along with those express
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handle bars guided passengers down the
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met with mall personnel to plan the Easter
layout.

Members of the club will provide track,
power, and structures for part of the Easter
Display.  The mall will provide an LGB
starter set to run on the layout.  Club mem-
bers will help maintain the train while it is
on display.  Shoppers will have an opportu-
nity to fill in raffle tickets (one per family)
for a chance to win the train.  At the end of
the display period, a winner will be picked.

This is a good chance for the club to get
some publicity, and to interact with the pub-
lic.  We will hold at least one operating ses-
sion on the display while it is in use.
People will be able to see the variety of
largescale trains.  They will also have a
chance to see the kind of kitbashing and
scratch building various members have
done.  It will allow the club an opportunity
to recruit some new members and promote
the enjoyment of garden railroading. 

“The Blizzard of ‘03”

Well the Presidents' Day weekend is just
past as I write this column.  Our own

area had a mixture of ice and snow, but in
the northern part of Virginia and beyond
there was heavy, crippling snow.  When my
wife and I talked with our daughter Julie on
Presidents' Day, she told us about how many
passenger services were curtailed by the
storm.  Julie lives in Alexandria, Virginia.
MARC had stopped running.  Northern
Virginia's rail passenger operator had can-
celled operations.  The Washington Metro
had cancelled all above ground service.
Amtrack had cancelled all trains northbound
from Washington, DC, and some of the
southbound trains.

I was somewhat surprised that so many
passenger rail services were called off.  Was

the snow really too deep, or is it a limitation
of the newer passenger equipment?  I didn't
hear much news about freight trains being
cancelled, but maybe that just doesn't make
for much news.

Passenger Train Update-
March 2003

by Gary Ballard

Those seeking additional passenger train
service in both Virginia and North

Carolina, are focusing their efforts to
become a legal entity. The Virginia-North
Carolina High Speed Rail Commission
agreed to seek legal status as a state com-
pact. This will give this group more clout in
obtaining federal funds. When presenting a
case to Congress, the group will have a more
outward appearance than that of simple
train enthusiasts. That is good.As reported
in Richmond, VA newspapers, getting the
legal status can have its share of red-tape.
State Senator. John Watkins, Republican of
Chesterfield, said the group voted to seek
compact status similar to those multistate
deals that are in place for monitoring the
handling of nuclear waste. Also, the arrange-
ment for keeping up with toxic levels in the
Chesapeake Bay is another.

Such operations in a state allow the move-
ment of dollars to come within to fuel or
substantiate the operation...but a group
must have legal status to "play ball," sort of
speak. So to announce that railroad stations
need upgrades, or a right of way needs
improving for high speed trains, will require
money to pay the consultant who will make
a presentation to the public. Federal dollars
can come in easier as long as a legal compact
has been established.

However, legislation to make the change
to the high speed group will not likely be

hopper train at Walton with NS 9395 and
Union Pacific 7129 leading and clearing us at
10:23 p.m. We decided to leave it and cross
over to the old Virginian Railway and met
four NS units dragging an eastbound cov-
ered hopper train up the hill past the water
treatment plant just east of Whitethorne. It
was 10:35 p.m. and we all got a big chuckle
listening to the head end tell the helper
"Bubba open her up." As we watched a
seemingly endless train of hoppers, the roar
of two more black units crept from the tun-
nel and erupted in their battle east up to
Merrimac. From this point on, you can only
get so close to the tracks through the New
River Valley so we tried to scoot up the road
in the dark with the snow really beating
down on us.

Somewhere between a few of the sharp
turns overlooking the river, part of a conver-
sation was recorded. It went something
like—"That's all right, I know where I am
going." Turn left, then right, "Where are you
GOING?" "I want to show you something
down here, —see that guard rail."As we
reached the Dead End, we turned around
and got back to the main road and amazing-
ly to the place we thought we were at the
first turn. At Narrows, we met another east-
bound with only two units pulling a load of
precious black diamonds. 

Oakvale Station looks mighty pretty with a
fresh coat of green and white paint and a
fresh coating of snow. A track maintenance
of way crew had tied their equipment down
in the hole just east of the station. Just west
of Oakvale, we met another eastbound with
the 9258 and 8808 leading a mixed freight
that included three Erie Lackawanna coal
hoppers in full livery. A little spot called
Ada found another eastbound building its

dynamic braking as the 6668 and the 2541
eased 174 loaded coal hoppers down the
grade in the snow at 12:55 am. 

It's amazing with a bad night of sleep in a
horrible hotel where the snow was actually
blowing under the door; you can still have
enough energy to chase trains. We were
westbound out of Bluefield following a hop-
per train past the remains of a loaded hop-
per train that did not quite make it to port.
A few of the hoppers will soon be razor
blades and other small items. We set up to
photograph the train at Falls Mills, VA. and
caught the 8433 and 9220 leading a match-
ing black train out of the morning sun
through the fresh snow. Wow, if only it was
a steam engine! 

At Cooper, we set up photographic equip-
ment again while listening to another train
that left Bluefield on the tail of the above
hopper train. After our body temperatures
dropped about ten degrees, we heard over
the scanner that the train was stopped for a
phone call to the engineer. Oh well, perfect
setting with no train. At Powhatan, another
treat as 2 westbounds and one eastbound
rolled by. Amid all the action was another
Union Pacific unit on the eastbound track.
In North Fork, a westbound mixed with
EMD SD70 2555 and 8684, worked west
with a local that included scale test car
982556. We would later find this train again. 

Caboose 518436 at Welch stood at the
edge of town reminding us that we had not
seen many cabooses on this trip. Our first
trip surprised us, seeing more trains with
cabooses than without, including an east-
bound coal train with 70 loads, six empties
and a cab behind two GP38's kicking the
snow near Ada. This year there were a cou-
ple cabs in Bluefield yard, but so far none
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on a train. It reminds us of the importance
of preserving equipment now. 

Just prior to the 2002 Open House at
Ninth St., I was talking to a couple with two
children about the planned activities. Upon
my mention of the chance to ride in a
caboose, the young boy looked up at me and
stated, "What is a Caboose?" Not only did it
makes me feel old but it made me realize
how lucky we have experienced each part of
history and how important it is to share this
history with the next generation. 

With a side trip down the branch to Gary
and the surrounding coalfields, we traveled
on to Iaeger and finally found some cabs
being readied for trips. A caboose hop was
noted as an SD40-2 toted three cabeese to
their next train assignment. Three C31 and
two C32 cabs were noted: (555) 574, 067,
064, 655, and 549. The 555655 did not
appear to be the most comfortable ride these
days as the cupola had been smashed on one
end. A few other neat things around Iaeger
were the Montgomery Ward Catalog Outlet
sign still hanging at the front of the old store
and the "Smile your on Radar" sign as you
pass through town. We all had a little laugh
for some reason. Just past Panther on a road
that our maps didn't even show, an
American Crane still lettered for the Norfolk
and Western was tied up with other mainte-
nance equipment on the middle siding. As
we took a look at the equipment, the scan-
ner crackled and our local showed up. 

From here we ventured from the big road
and took a chance over the mountain and
down a valley and we found Matewan. The
Massey Energy Company has recently built,
from scratch, a perfect replica of the
Matewan station and it is beautiful. We
pulled into the lot and within minutes

heard a horn blowing. Our local goes by us
around thirty miles an hour. We admired
the station for a few minutes and did some
minor truck repair. Before we could leave,
down came the gates for another westbound
mixed. As it approached, I noticed a red fire-
bird waiting at the gates started inching for-
ward and to my disbelief, started around the
gates. He made it across with mere seconds
as the mixed freight barreled through doing
40 plus. I tried to get the license plate num-
ber but could not due to the snow and dirt
covering his plate. They were lucky that day,
the dash 9 on the point would not have felt
a thing. 

We decided to call it quits early and stay
in Williamson KY. The rear windows in our
rooms were about twenty-five feet away
from the Pond Creek line and just across the
river from the locomotive terminal. It made
for some interesting noises throughout the
night as we rested to go north on Sunday. 

We began with a quick look around the
terminal spotting NS 6175, the SD 40-2 that
was painted Tuscan during the early eight-
ies. It has been converted to remote control
for testing. 

Heading out of North Williamson we
allowed a westbound (northbound) to catch
us and WOW-what a show. Route 52 is adja-
cent to the mainline for quite a long way
and some great pacing footage was taken.
The two big GE's put on a great show which
could have only been beat by an A. The train
made track speed at 40 to 55 mph where
allowed. We lost the train at Nolan when
the navigator was distracted by the camera
in his hand and failed to mention to the dri-
ver that the road changed. The scenic turn
was soon discovered, and a shortcut was
found to put us back on course, or so we

approved and could now add content to
“our” site. We are still limited to 10 MB of
storage, which is eaten up pretty quickly. 

The board discussed a website and
appointed Alan Easome to develop a site in
January, and that is still underway.
Meanwhile, this site will serve our needs
until more content is introduced. This site
is in no way intended to replace what Alan
is working on.

Presently, you can read an overview of
what the Chapter is and does, check out the
press release about the donation of the
Virginian Ry. Passenger Station, view the
order form and information about the 611
license plate project and examine the previ-
ous month’s Turntable Times. These docu-
ments are Adobe Acrobat PDF files and can
be downloaded to your disc. If you do not
have Acrobat reader (free) you can download
it from Adobe’s website. Several images are
also on-line, including a vintage view of the
Virginian station, the Class J book and the
license plate. More material will be added as
time permits.

You can also see a notice of the regular
meetings, the banquet, and any other events
as they are scheduled.  Now the biggest
advantage of a website will be this: if a
meeting is cancelled, for whatever reason,
you can find out on the web first, assuming
there is power, and telephone service to
access the site. Any cancellation will be
placed on the site no later than 6 pm on the
night of the meeting. 

Suggestion for additional content, informa-
tion and ideas for the website are more than
welcome. Volunteers are ALWAYS needed.

Special Event, April 10, 2003
by Kathy Overholser

Ronaoke Chapter members and their fami-

lies are invited to attend a special program
entitled "The Redesign of American
Railroads in the 1930's and 1940's by
Raymond Loewy & others." It will be pre-
sented on Thursday, April 10, at 7:30 pm at
the History Museum in downtown
Roanoke's Center in the Square.

The presentation will be made by nation-
ally-known architectural historian Professor
Richard Guy Wilson, head of the
Architectural History Department at the
University of Virginia. Professor Wilson is an
interesting and entertaining speaker, an
authority on the station's re-designer
Raymond Loewy, a collector of O. Winston
Link photography, and a rail enthusiast.  He
has many other impressive credentials, but
these alone should guarantee a fascinating
program.

This event is being sponsored by the
History Museum and Historical Society of
Western Virginia.  It is open exclusively to
members (and their families) of the follwo-
ing supporting organizations: the History
Museum, Roanoke Chapter NRHS, and the
Preservation Foundation and the Science
Museum of Western Virginia.

There is no charge for this program, but
due to limited space reservations, must be
made in advance with the History Musuem
at 540-342-5770..

Professor Wilson will offer some interest-
ing insights, so please plan to attend this
program. For more information contact
Kathy Overholser at 343-1928.

Small Rails
by Dave Meashey

On Saturday, February 8th, the Big Lick
Big Train Operators met at Tanglewood

Mall.  Eight members were present.  Not
bad for one of the colder months.  The club
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Meeting Cancellation Policy
Since it’s that time of year, as a reminder

we have the following policy regarding
inclement weather.

The meeting will be considered cancelled
if any of the following conditions are met:
Roanoke City Schools are closed on the day
of or for the day after the meeting, or
Virginia Western night classes are cancelled
for the night of a meeting.

Membership Renewal Time!
Your membership renewal notices have

been sent out recently, please try to get
them back in quickly so Lawanda Ely, our
membership chairperson will be able to get
them back in to National.

Annual Banquet, March 29, 2003
The Chapter's Annual Banquet will be held

at the Clarion Hotel in Roanoke on Saturday,
March 29th.  A cash bar happy hour will
begin at 6:30 p.m., and the meal will begin
at 7:30 p.m.  The meal is a seated dinner
and will feature your choice of a chicken or
beef entree. We have managed to hold the
cost this year to the same as last; $23.00 for
members (which includes spouse or signifi-
cant other, plus immediate family members)
and $26.00 for non-members.

Please sign up by the February member-
ship meeting.  Telephone reservations may
be placed with Bill Arnold at 540-389-3217.
The deadline for reservations and payment
is March 18th.

Retired Norfolk and Western and Norfolk
Southern Public Relations Director Don
Piedmont will be the Chapter's Banquet
speaker Saturday, March 29. Don is a mem-

ber of the History Museum and Historical
Society of Western Virginia and the author
of a book on the Hotel Roanoke.  His subject
will concern the history of Roanoke's rail-
roads. Don is an entertaining and knowl-
edgeable speaker.

Scanner Chatter
compiled by Brian Crosier

Seen this month in and around Roanoke.
Union Pacific SD70M 5123 and CRIV GP15

or 18 on eastbound train near Montgomery
on March 1

At Virginian Station south yard on Feb 28:
Norfolk Southern C44-9W 9142, Union
Pacific C60AC 7500 and 7547

Southbound on Winston Salem line Feb
28: local led by Conrail GP38 5266 and
Norfolk Southern GP38r 5331 with 8 box-
cars, 1 covered hopper, 1 empty MoW gon-
dola and 2 center beams with landscaping
timber.

Roanoke Chapter Website
by Ken Miller

As you can see from the black bar at the
top of the page, the Roanoke Chapter

NRHS now has a web presence.
A website has long been under discussion,

and I asked a number of folks what they
wanted to see in a website. The project lan-
guished from a lack of input.  Website host-
ing is a cost, and I thought an unnecessary
expense until there was some other input.
However, in mid January, I happened across
a notice on the Ronoke.com website and
saw they offered nonprofit groups free
space for their information, I sent in an
application for the Chapter and in mid
February, I was notified that we had been

thought. After we traveled 7 miles back
towards Route 52, a railroad grade crossing
replacement at Marrowbone within 25 yards
of our road kept us from reaching it. In the
Marrowbone yard was one of the Loram rail
grinding trains receiving some daily mainte-
nance.

Our little circle trip now put us well
behind our train, so we listened in for
another. At Fort Gay we dropped off the
highway to photograph the large coaling
tower that still spans the mainline tracks.
While here an eastbound manifest passed us
with Union Pacific power mixed in. We con-
tinued north toward Prichard and dropped
down to the tracks again to find not much
from the old days was left. 

A little north of Prichard the scanner chat-
ter let us know that our train was heading
out of the middle siding after being put in
the hole for another train. Our chance to
catch up finally came and within a few
miles we could see the FRED flashing on the
rear. The train was up to speed very quickly,
and we decided that since we were so close
to Kenova that we would try to get ahead of
it and get a picture going across the big
bridge into Ohio. We got to town and set up
adjacent to the big bridge though we dis-
cussed that it did not seem as big in person
as it appeared in pictures. The scanner told
us a train was coming so the cameras rolled
only to get a surprise as a CSX eastbound
came across and stopped. We quickly took
off to find the big bridge since we discov-
ered that not only were we at the wrong
bridge but the wrong railroad. We found the
bridge and filmed as a switcher added a cut
of tank cars into the train we chased north.
Underneath two CSX trains worked back
and forth making for a lot of action. We

finally realized that to get our picture we
would have to drive 5 miles east to
Huntington to cross the river and backtrack
to the bridge. We arrived just in time. As the
tripods were set up, our train got clearance
to proceed. We were lucky and filmed the
train as it crossed the state line through the
gridwork of girders and trusses. 

Of note, crossbucks and all railroad cross-
ing hardware in Ohio are trimmed with red
lettering instead of black. 

From here we needed to make a fast track
back towards home as it was 1:30pm and we
were still in southern Ohio so we hit the
interstate and started trucking towards
Charleston. The sky was beautiful but off to
the west the sky was starting to look threat-
ening, so we turned the scanner to the
weather channel and realized we were rac-
ing a snowstorm home. We railfanned for a
few minutes around Charleston and headed
on back to Princeton. We traveled Greasy
Ridge Road across the mountain under one
of the Virginian railroads large trestles and
arrived back at the Norfolk and Western
mainline. At Oakvale the maintenance of
way equipment was still parked in the hole
and a westbound went roaring by. On the
remainder of our journey home we pass at
least four more trains heading west. In the
end we had been gone for a little over two
days and had seen a countless number of
trains. We had a great time and plan on
doing something like this again. 

Relics of the past still loom out there in
many places as coaling towers, footings, and
rail cars themselves. There are a lot of old
rail cars now being used for storage sheds
and some are still in service. If you head out
in this area, make sure to look hard at every-
thing including bridges because many are

http://community.roanoke.com/RoanokeChapterNationalRailwayHistoricalSociety
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If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one
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Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Tuesday,

March 18, 2003. Please send articles, information and all exchange
newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590
Murphy Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128

Material for Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the

Turntable Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint
articles from most newspapers; a condensed rewritten article
crediting the source, however, is acceptable. We still need materi-
al on an ongoing basis. Please contribute! It is your newsletter.

We love having articles of news, or a historical nature, the staff
will be glad to assist in finding information or illustrations if you
do not have any available.

We also need your contributions of photos for the Turntable
Times, historical, current, Chapter events are all desired. We pre-
fer to have the original photo but can work with you for the cor-
rect scans. 

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will
hold its next meeting on Thursday, March 20, 2003 at 7:30 pm. The
meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church on the corner of
McClanahan and Crystal Spring Avenue in Roanoke. The March meet-
ing program will be presented by Blue Ridge Chapter member
Aubrey Wiley, This is an excellent slide show featuring mostly
color pictures of Norfolk and Western, Southern and Virginian
along with a few others around our area during the 1950s and 60s.  

April Program will be provided by Dutch Tubman: Video: Central
railroad of New Jersey “the Big Little Railroad."  A look at the coal
dock operations in the fifties. Operations around the docks and
yards.

Meeting Notice

1 10  

still lettered Norfolk and Western and a few
remain lettered for the Virginian. 

Less Than Carload (LCL)
By Jim Overholser

On March 4 the NRHS convention commit-
tee announced events for this summer's

national convention in Baltimore.  On
Wednesday, July 2, a special train via
Washington to Cumberland, MD, will con-
nect to a special steam-powered train to
Frostburg via the Western Maryland Scenic
Railroad.  

The convention banquet will be held on
Thursday, July 3.  On Saturday, July 5, a circle
trip to Harrisburg, PA, via former
Pennsylvania Railroad rails will use restored
PRR E-8's.  On Sunday, July 6, the Western
Maryland 's "Dutch Line" is used to New
Oxford, PA.  Other trips will feature the
Wilmington and Western in conjunction with
a visit to Amtrak's Wilmington Maintenance
Facility; the Gettysburg Scenic Railroad; West
Virginia railroads; Washington Metro and
Baltimore's MTA light rail line; and the
Baltimore Street Car Museum.  More infor-
mation is available at the convention web-
site, www.starspangledrails.org. Advance reg-
istration is required to attend.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Museum
in Baltimore, MD, announced on February 28
that it has cancelled the Fair of the Iron
Horse 175, Festival of Trains, due to damage
the Museum incurred in the February 17
snowstorm.  This event, scheduled for late
June and early July 2003, was to be part of
the 2003 NRHS national convention.  Part of
the roundhouse collapsed, severely damaging
the building and equipment inside.  The
Roundhouse Restoration Fund has been
established for donations for restoration and

rebuilding.  More information is available at
www.borail.org.

N&W 1218 and the new Claytor Pavilion
will be the stars on Saturday, June 14, 2003,
when the "1218 comes home" to the Virginia
Museum of Transportation. Some restoration
work on the 1218 has been completed and
VMT is now raising money. Chapter mem-
bers Gary Gray, Shirldon Winegard, and Jim
Overholser assisted VMT restoration director
Chris McBride in 2002 but much more work
needs to be completed before June 14. June
2003 will be the 50th anniversary of 1218's
construction in the East End Roanoke Shops.

On March 1 Chapter members Charles
Tubman and Jim Overholser attended the
annual meeting of the Virginia Association of
Railway Patrons in Ashland, VA. VARP pro-
motes passenger and freight rail transporta-
tion in Virginia and West Virginia and is affil-
iated with NARP, the National Association of
Railway Passengers.  Presentations included
the Virginia Railway Express, the Norfolk
Light Rail Transit project, rail and transit
security, and pedestrian access to rail and
transit stations. The meeting location was in
the Hanover Arts and Activities Center, with-
in sight and sound of the former RF&P
tracks, and five Amtrak and about ten CSX
trains went by while we were there.  VARP
President Michael Testerman has been work-
ing with State Senator John Edwards and
Norfolk Southern, among others, promoting
the I-81 rail alternatives, the Trans-Dominion
Express, and high speed rail.

Great Steam Train Tours-WBRA
by Bill Arnold

Your Chapter provided phone support
again (4th time) for Blue Ridge Public TV

fund drive.  Seven Chapter members manned
the phones for the rail themed night.  A por-



tion of three videos were shown during the
two 90 minute time periods. The 611 and
1218 were featured.  During the four pledge
breaks, we answered over 120 phone calls. In
addition to the three videos offered, our J-
book was also featured. Our gift shop also
provided 10 NS hats for early callers to pur-
chase.  The funds pledged by the callers was
the highest dollar volume of any program in
the many years of pledge drives. 

Roanoke Chapter received excellent publici-
ty by the hosts discussing the service we pro-
vide for railfans everywhere. The PR we
received was extensive. We were fortunate to
have been invited to participate.  Chapter
members were Bill Arnold, Brian Crosier,
Willard Hamill, Paul Howell, Jim Overholser,
Bill Sherman, and SR Winegard.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

March 20, 2003
Regular Meeting

March 29, 2003
Annual Banquet

April 1, 2003
Board Meeting

April 17, 2003
Regular Meeting

May 6, 2003
Board Meeting

May 15, 2003
Regular Meeting

Dated Material
Please do not delay How things can change, change, change. It was a chilly day when member Bill Cecil caught the

609 rushing westbound at Sites crossing in Salem. Today most folks don’t remember Sites’
Crossing. It was closed many years ago, and even at the time of this photo was often discussed for
closure. Some detective work identifies the train. Only No. 25, The Powhatan Arrow, No. 45, The
Tennessean, or No. 23, a nameless all-stops local, would be running westbound in the afternoon at
this location. We eliminateed the Tennessean since there were no stainless cars in the fairly short
seven car train and not enough head-end cars for No. 23. That leaves No. 25 running 4-5 hours late
since the sun is fairly low in the afternoon sky. The consist shows a deadhead coach, mail storage
car and combine followed by four lightweight cars (types not determined.) Besides the crossing,
today most everything but the track is gone; the train, the Class J, the wig-wag crossing signal, even
the position light signal has disappeared. Sadly another item missing from this scene is the person
behind the camera, Bill Cecil left us far too early, but our memories remain.

Volume 35, Number 3
March  2003

The Official Newsletter of the
Roanoke Chapter, National

Railway Historical Society, Inc.

 


